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 We must go to the people with the solid Word of God; and when they receive that Word, 
the Holy Spirit may come, but it always comes, as I have stated before, in a way that commends 
itself to the judgment of the people. In our speaking, our singing, and in all our spiritual 
exercises, we are to reveal that calmness and dignity and godly fear that actuates every true child 
of God. 
 There is constant danger of allowing something to come into our midst that we may 
regard as the working of the Holy Spirit, but that in reality is the fruit of a spirit of fanaticism. So 
long as we allow the enemy of truth to lead us into a wrong way we cannot hope to reach the 
honest in heart with the third angel’s message. We are to be sanctified through obedience to the 
truth. 
 I am afraid of anything that would have a tendency to turn the mind away from the solid 
evidences of the truth as revealed in God’s Word. I am afraid of it; I am afraid of it. We must 
bring our minds within the bounds of reason, lest the enemy so come in as to set everything in a 
disorderly way. There are persons of an excitable temperament who are easily led into 
fanaticism; and should we allow anything to come into our churches that would lead such 
persons into error we would soon see these errors carried to extreme lengths; and then because of 
the course of these disorderly elements a stigma would rest upon the whole body of Seventh-day 
Adventists.  {3SM 372-3} 
 There is danger of those in our ranks making a mistake in regard to receiving the Holy 
Ghost. Many suppose an emotion or a rapture of feeling to be an evidence of the presence of the 
Holy Spirit. There is danger that right sentiments will not be understood, and that Christ’s words, 
“Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you” (Matt. 28:20), will 
lose their significance. There is danger that original devisings and superstitious imaginings will 
take the place of the Scriptures. Tell our people: “Be not anxious to bring in something not 
revealed in the Word. Keep close to Christ.” . . .  {2SM 18.2} 
 With some, religious exercises mean little more than a good time. When their feelings are 
aroused, they think they are greatly blessed. Some do not think they are blessed unless they are 
stirred and excited. The intoxication of excitement is the object they are seeking; and if they do 
not obtain this, they suppose they are all wrong, or that someone else is all wrong.   
 People should not be educated to think that religion of an emotional order, bordering on 
fanaticism, is the only pure religion. Under the influence of such religion the minister is expected 
to use all his nervous energy in preaching the gospel. He must pour forth with abundance the 
strong current of the water of life. He must bring stimulating draughts that will be acceptable to 
human appetite. There are those who, unless their decaying emotions are stimulated, think they 
can be careless and inattentive. {2SM 21.3} 
 Let God’s people act so that the world will see that Seventh-day Adventists are an 
intelligent, thinking people, whose faith is based on a surer foundation than the bedlam of 
confusion. The people are hungry for the bread of life. Do not offer them a stone. {2SM  
24.2}  
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