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It was in order that the heavenly universe might see the conditions of the covenant of
redemption that Christ bore the penalty in behalf of the human race....By the sacrifice Christ was
about to make, all doubts would be forever settled, and the human race would be saved if they
would return to their allegiance. Christ alone could restore honor to God’s government. The
cross of Calvary would be looked upon by unfallen worlds, by the heavenly universe, by Satanic
agencies, by the fallen race, and every mouth would be stopped....\Who witnessed these scenes?
[of Christ’s crucifixion]—The heavenly universe, God the Father, Satan and his angels....Satan’s
charge in regard to the conflicting attributes of justice and mercy was forever settled beyond
question. Every voice in heaven and out of heaven will one day testify to the justice, mercy, and
love of God. Signs of the Times, July 12, 1899.

The angels ascribe honor and glory to Christ, for even they are not secure except by
looking to the sufferings of the Son of God. It is through the efficacy of the cross that the angels
of heaven are guarded from apostasy. Without the cross they would be no more secure against
evil than were the angels before the fall of Satan. Angelic perfection failed in heaven. Human
perfection failed in Eden, the paradise of bliss. All who wish for security in earth or heaven must
look to the Lamb of God. The plan of salvation, making manifest the justice and love of God,
provides an eternal safeguard against defection in unfallen worlds, as well as among those who
shall be redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. Signs of the Times, Dec. 30, 1889.

All heaven triumphed in the Saviour’s victory. Satan was defeated, and knew that his
kingdom was lost. To the angels and the unfallen worlds the cry, “It is finished,” had a deep
significance. It was for them as well as for us that the great work of redemption had been
accomplished. They with us share the fruits of Christ’s victory. Not until the death of Christ was
the character of Satan clearly revealed to the angels or the unfallen worlds...They had not clearly
seen the nature of his rebellion... All heaven and the unfallen worlds had been witnesses to the
controversy. With what intense interest did they follow the closing scenes of the
conflict...Heaven viewed with grief and amazement Christ hanging upon the cross... Well,
then, might the angels rejoice as they looked upon the Saviour’s cross; for though they did not
then understand all, they knew that the destruction of sin and Satan was forever made certain,
that the redemption of man was assured, and that the universe was made eternally secure. Desire
of Ages, 758-764.

Through the plan of salvation a larger purpose is to be wrought out even than the
salvation of man and the redemption of the earth. Through the revelation of the character of God
in Christ the benificence of the divine government would be manifested before the universe, the
charge of Satan refuted, the nature and result of sin made plain, and the perpetuity of the law
fully demonstrated. Signs of the Times, Dec. 22, 1914.



The angelic host who watched the scenes in the betrayal and crucifixion of Christ, knew
that it was Satan who entered into Judas and led him to betray Christ into the hands of the
murderous mob; they knew, too, that it was he who impelled the throng to cry out, “Crucify him;
crucify him;” and “release unto us Barabbas.” Satan has now revealed his true character as a liar
and a murderer. It is seen that the very same spirit with which he ruled the children of men who
were under his power, he would manifest if permitted to control the intelligences of heaven. The
question is settled in all the worlds that there is no place for him in their dominions.... Now that
the issue is determined, all are free to express their indignation at Satan’s rebellion; and with one
voice unite in extolling the divine administration... Review and Herald, March 9, 1886.

But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the salvation of
man. It was not for this alone that Christ came to the earth; it was not merely that the inhabitants
of this world might regard the law of God as it should be regarded; but it was to vindicate the
character of God before the universe. To this result of His great sacrifice--its influence upon the
intelligences of other worlds, as well as upon man--the Saviour looked forward when just before
His crucifixion He said: “Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world
be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all unto Me.” John 12:31,32. The act
of Christ in dying for the salvation of man would not only make heaven accessible to men, but
before all the universe it would justify God and His Son in their dealing with the rebellion of
Satan. It would establish the perpetuity of the law of God and would reveal the nature and the
results of sin. Patriarchs and Prophets, 68,69.

The science of redemption is the science of all sciences; the science that is the study of
the angels and of all the intelligences of the unfallen worlds; the science that engages the
attention of our Lord and Saviour; the science that enters into the purpose brooding in the mind
of the Infinite—"kept in silence through times eternal’ (Romans 16:25,R.V.); the science that
will be the study of God’s redeemed throughout endless ages. This is the highest study in which
it is possible for man to engage. As no other study can, it will quicken the mind and uplift the
soul. Education, 126.

That which alone can effectually restrain from sin in this world of darkness, will prevent
sin in heaven. The significance of the death of Christ will be seen by saints and angels... Signs of
the Times, December 30, 1889.

The heavenly intelligences were prepared for a fearful manifestation of Almighty power.
Every move was watched with intense anxiety. The exercise of justice was expected. The angels
looked for God to punish inhabitants of the earth... The heavenly universe was amazed at God’s
patience and love... To save fallen humanity the Son of God took humanity upon Himself...
Review and Herald, July 17, 1900.

All who comprehend the spirituality of the law, all who realize its power as a detector of
sin, are in just as helpless a condition as is Satan himself, unless they accept the atonement
provided for them in the remedial sacrifice of Jesus Christ, who is our atonement—at-one-ment
with God. 6BC 1077.

It was not alone His betrayal in the garden or His agony upon the cross that constituted
the atonement. The humiliation of which His poverty formed a part was included in His great
sacrifice. The whole series of sorrows which compassed humanity Christ bore upon His divine
soul. 6BC 1103.

If you would understand it, you must cease haggling over your pet ideas, and with humble
hearts survey the atonement. 6BC 1071.
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