Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Third Quarter 2026: 1 and 2 Corinthians
Lesson 1 “Paul’s Ministry in Corinth”

Read for this week’s study

1 Corinthians 1:1; Galatians 1:1; Acts 17:16-34; 1 Corinthians 5:9-11; Acts 18:4-10,
2 Corinthians 2:4.

Memory Text

“One night the Lord said to Paul in a vision, ‘Do not be afraid, but speak and do not be silent; for
I am with you, and no one will lay a hand on you to harm you, for there are many in this city
who are my people’ ” (Acts 18:9, 10, NRSV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

I Introduction

Il. Paul, a God-called Apostle of Jesus
M. From Athens to Corinth

V. The City of Corinth

V. “Many in This City”

VL. Paul’s Letters to the Corinthians
VII. Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration
Facilitator: Jon Paulien

1. Why do people write letters? Or in today’s society, why do people write emails and
text messages? (Intro to the quarter)

2. Do a little online research to discover all you can about the ancient city of Corinth.
(Intro to the Quarter)

3. Paul worked in the tent-making factory of Aquila and Priscilla while he was in
Corinth. Learn all you can about the process of making tents in the first century. Do
you think Paul’s way of supporting his ministry was more of an asset to, or a
distraction from, his ministry? (Sabbath Afternoon)

4, Read Acts 18:1-3, 1 Corinthians 5:9-11, and 1 Corinthians 8:4. What can we infer
from these texts about Corinth’s economy, morality, and religious life? Paul faced
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the challenge of an idolatrous and licentious society. What challenges in today’s
culture make it hard to share the gospel? (Tuesday)

5. What do the following texts tell us about the situation in Corinth and why Paul wrote
the letter (1 Cor 16:5-9; 1:11-13; 7:1; 2 Cor 10:9)?
6. Read Acts 17:16-34. Where was Paul before going to Corinth, and what did he do

there? How does his sermon in Athens differ from the kind he delivered in
Thessalonica (Acts 17:1-3)? (Monday)

7. Read Acts 18:1-11. What does Paul do when he arrives in Corinth and continue to do
during his whole stay in the city? What can we learn from Paul’s missionary activity
in Athens and Corinth about using every opportunity to preach the gospel?

8. Read 1 Corinthians 1:1 and 2 Corinthians 1:1, cf. 1 Corinthians 15:9-11. What two
elements of Paul’s ministry are emphasized in these passages? How can you
distinguish if you are called by God or by other people? What is the relationship
between those two types of call? Why does God call one person and not another?
What is your calling, and how do you know it is your calling? (Sunday)

9. Read Acts 18:4-8. What were the results of Paul’s preaching in Corinth? Read Acts
18:9-10. How did Paul feel about the challenges he faced there? What did God do to
change his perceptions? Have there been times in your life when disappointment
and discouragement were actually pointers to making a positive change? How did
that work out for you? (Wednesday)

10. Paul was convinced that he was an apostle of Jesus, and that his calling came from
God. How important has it been to know who you are, how God designed you, and
exactly where you can best serve?

11. The church members in Corinth were significantly influenced by the surrounding
culture. Is it possible to be in the world and yet not be influenced by the world?

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

Now, one thing one needs to do is to recall the situation in which this church was founded.
Corinth was a port city. You remember this from days gone by. Remember drawing the map of
Greece there. The larger area to the north, and the “almost an island” at the bottom. In the
Greek, “almost an island” is “Peloponnesus”, so that’s what it’s called, the “Peloponnesus”. And
there’s a little neck of land in between, a narrow isthmus, and right on that isthmus was the
port city of Corinth. And the isthmus was so narrow that when it was too stormy around the
cape at the bottom of the Peloponnesus, they would drag the boats overland to the port. So
that was a port city where sailors arrived by land and by sea, both.

I mean, that was some port city, when you could arrive both ways. And it was like all the port
cities of the world. It was a center of every conceivable kind of religion, and every conceivable
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kind of vice and indulgence. But the extraordinary perversity of it all was that you could
accomplish both at the same time! You see, you didn’t go to church, and then that night go to a
brothel. You would be taken care of by the dedicated temple prostitutes. They were the Bible
instructors of the day. And you didn’t pay a fee; you made an offering. As Ellen White puts it,
“Immorality was consecrated as part of religious worship.” And if you ever have the time or
inclination, you can read books about the Corinth of those days. It’s simply incredible, what was
going on. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God inall66 -1 & 2
Corinthians, recorded May 1982, Riverside, California}

Recommended Listening: The entire session by Graham Maxwell of “The Picture of God in all

66” 1 & 2 Corinthians is available at:
http://pkp.cc/63MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/64MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Further Study with Ellen White

Saul took no part in casting the stones at Stephen, yet he consented to his death. He was
zealous in persecuting the church of God, hunting them, seizing them in their houses, and
delivering them to those who would slay them. Saul was a man of ability and education; his zeal
and learning caused him to be highly esteemed by the Jews, while he was feared by many of
the disciples of Christ. His talents were effectively employed by Satan in carrying forward his
rebellion against the Son of God, and those who believed in Him. But God can break the power
of the great adversary and set free those who are led captive by him. Christ had selected Saul as
a “chosen vessel” to preach His name, to strengthen His disciples in their work, and to more
than fill the place of Stephen. {EW 199.1}

During His earthly ministry Christ began to break down the partition wall between Jew and
Gentile, and to preach salvation to all mankind. Though He was a Jew, He mingled freely with
the Samaritans, setting at nought the Pharisaic customs of the Jews with regard to this despised
people. He slept under their roofs, ate at their tables, and taught in their streets. {AA 19.2}

The Saviour longed to unfold to His disciples the truth regarding the breaking down of the
“middle wall of partition” between Israel and the other nations—the truth that “the Gentiles
should be fellow heirs” with the Jews and “partakers of His promise in Christ by the gospel.”
Ephesians 2:14; 3:6. This truth was revealed in part at the time when He rewarded the faith of
the centurion at Capernaum, and also when He preached the gospel to the inhabitants of
Sychar. Still more plainly was it revealed on the occasion of His visit to Phoenicia, when He

healed the daughter of the Canaanite woman. These experiences helped the disciples to
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understand that among those whom many regarded as unworthy of salvation, there were souls
hungering for the light of truth. {AA 19.3}

The Bible shows us God in His high and holy place, not in a state of inactivity, not in silence and
solitude, but surrounded by ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands of
holy beings, all waiting to do His will. Through these messengers He is in active communication
with every part of His dominion. By His Spirit He is everywhere present. Through the agency of
His Spirit and His angels He ministers to the children of men. {MH 417.2}

The God of heaven is constantly at work. It is by His power that vegetation is caused to flourish,
that every leaf appears and every flower blooms. Every drop of rain or flake of snow, every
spire of grass, every leaf and flower and shrub, testifies of God. These little things so common
around us teach the lesson that nothing is beneath the notice of the infinite God, nothing is too
small for His attention. {8T 260.1}

He finds His faithful ones, and holds communion with them, encouraging and strengthening
them. And angels of God, that excel in strength, are sent forth by God to minister to His human
workers who are speaking the truth to those who know it not. {8T 17.3}

Our confession of His faithfulness is Heaven’s chosen agency for revealing Christ to the world.
We are to acknowledge His grace as made known through the holy men of old; but that which
will be most effectual is the testimony of our own experience. We are witnesses for God as we
reveal in ourselves the working of a power that is divine. Every individual has a life distinct from
all others, and an experience differing essentially from theirs. God desires that our praise shall
ascend to Him, marked by our own individuality. These precious acknowledgments to the praise
of the glory of His grace, when supported by a Christ-like life, have an irresistible power that
works for the salvation of souls. {DA 347.3}

Often your mind may be clouded because of pain. Then do not try to think. You know that Jesus
loves you. He understands your weakness. You may do His will by simply resting in His arms.
{MH 251.3}

In every command and in every promise of the word of God is the power, the very life of God,
by which the command may be fulfilled and the promise realized. He who by faith receives the
word is receiving the very life and character of God. {COL 38.1}

Those who surrender their lives to His guidance and to His service will never be placed in a
position for which He has not made provision. Whatever our situation, if we are doers of His
word, we have a Guide to direct our way; whatever our perplexity, we have a sure Counselor;
whatever our sorrow, bereavement, or loneliness, we have a sympathizing Friend. {MH 248.2}

Eve really believed the words of Satan, but her belief did not save her from the penalty of sin.
She disbelieved the words of God, and this was what led to her fall. In the judgment men will
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not be condemned because they conscientiously believed a lie, but because they did not
believe the truth, because they neglected the opportunity of learning what is truth.
Notwithstanding the sophistry of Satan to the contrary, it is always disastrous to disobey God.
We must set our hearts to know what is truth. All the lessons which God has caused to be
placed on record in His word are for our warning and instruction. They are given to save us
from deception. Their neglect will result in ruin to ourselves. Whatever contradicts God’s word,
we may be sure proceeds from Satan. {PP 55.2}

All whose hearts are in sympathy with the heart of Infinite Love will seek to reclaim, and not to
condemn. Christ dwelling in the soul is a spring that never runs dry. Where He abides, there will
be an overflowing of beneficence.— Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, p. 39. (1896)

{Ev 174.3}

The work of Christ is to redeem, to restore, to seek and to save that which was lost. If we are
connected with Christ, we also are partakers of the divine nature and are to be laborers
together with God. We are to bind up the bruised and wounded soul; and if a brother or a sister
has erred, we are not to join with the enemy in destroying and ruining, but to work with Christ
to restore such a one in the spirit of meekness. {HP 291.2}

Christ came to bring salvation within the reach of all. . . . The most erring, the most sinful, were
not passed by; His labors were especially for those who most needed the salvation He came to
bring. The greater their need of reform, the deeper was His interest, the greater His sympathy,
and the more earnest His labors. His great heart of love was stirred to its depths for the ones

whose condition was most hopeless and who most needed His transforming grace. {HP 291.4}
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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Third Quarter 2026: 1 and 2 Corinthians
Lesson 2 “The Message of the Cross”

Read for this week’s study

1 Corinthia

ns 1:17-31; Colossians 1:20; 1 Peter 2:24; Acts 13:16—47; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5.

Memory Text

“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God” (1 Corinthians 1:18, NIV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
Il.
Il.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Introduction

The Gospel of the Cross

Foolishness to Those Who Are Perishing
Power to Those Who Are Being Saved

A Messiah Crucified

Christ, the Power and Wisdom of God
Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration

Facilitator:

1.

Jon Paulien

The pagan Roman writer Cicero wrote that the cross is such an awful and
contemptible thing that upstanding Romans should not even think about it (“let it be
far from your minds”). In contrast, Paul says that the cross “is the power of God’ (1
Cor 1:18) and the place God and the creation are reconciled (Eph 2:16; Col 1:20). In
this lesson, we will explore the meaning of the cross as expressed in Paul’s letters to
the Corinthians (Sabbath Afternoon).

According to 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, what is the context for Paul’s writing his first
letter to the church at Corinth? Read 1 Corinthians 1:17-31. What is the main point
Paul is making in this passage? Do Paul’s comments on the wisdom of the world
diminish the value of education in the life of a Christian? Why did the simple
proclamation of the cross bear more fruit in Corinth than the logic, philosophy, and
science did in Athens? (Sunday)

According to 1 Corinthians 1:20-21, 23, 25, and 27, what is the meaning of the word
“foolishness” that Paul uses repeatedly in the opening chapter of the letter?
(Monday)
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4, Read 1 Peter 2:24. What is this verse saying about the cross? How does that fit with
what Paul says in Colossians 1:20? Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-19. When Paul talks
about those who are “perishing”, who or what is causing the perishing? Read
Romans 6:23. How does that verse restate what Paul is saying in 1 Corinthians 1:18-
19? (Tuesday)

5. Read Acts 13:16-47 (especially note verses 26, 38, and 47). What does this passage
tell us about the meaning of the cross? A crucified Messiah was something
completely unexpected for both the Jews and the Greeks. What does this tell us
about God? (Wednesday)

6. Compare 1 Corinthians 1:18 and 24 with Romans 1:16-17. What is the relationship
between the cross of Christ and “the power of God”? Read 1 Corinthians 1:24-29.
What is the relationship between foolish and wise, on the one hand, and “power”
and “weak” on the other? In 1 Corinthians 1:26 Paul says, “not many wise according
to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called”. What message is there
for us in these words? (Thursday)

7. “But to Paul the cross was the one object of supreme interest. Ever since he had
been arrested in his career of persecution against the followers of the crucified
Nazarene he had never ceased to glory in the cross. At that time there had been
given him a revelation of the infinite love of God, as revealed in the death of Christ;
and a marvelous transformation had been wrought in his life, bringing all his plans
and purposes into harmony with heaven. . .. He knew by personal experience that
when a sinner once beholds the love of the Father, as seen in the sacrifice of His
Son, and yields to the divine influence, a change of heart takes place, and henceforth
Christ is all and in all.”—Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 245, 246.

(Friday)

8. In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus said, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup
pass from Me.” What does this sentence tell us about the cost of salvation to God?
(Friday)

9. The message of a crucified Christ was a stumbling block for the Jews and foolishness

for the Greeks. What biblical themes that we talk about today have a similar effect
on modern audiences? (Friday)

10. Paul says that “the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God” (1
Cor 2:14). So how can we talk about spiritual things in such a way that it actually
reaches their minds and hearts? (Friday)
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Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

Now, is there a danger that we might leave too many of these very precious phrases and
provisions just as phrases and say, “My Bible says without the shedding of blood there’s no
remission of sin and | don’t know why. | know God knows why. | just want to know if He’s
satisfied because | want to be saved.” Or is it right to reverently ask what does that really
mean? Or is it possible that if we settle for the symbols without inquiring for the meaning, we
would do exactly what many of the Jews did with the sacrificial system of the Old Testament?
Did not that system become a great curse to them because they never asked for the meaning?
And they never came to know God. They never thought that when they sacrificed a lamb it
represented what we know it did.

Now what if we settle just for the highly symbolic language about the death of Christ and
paying the price of sin and without the shedding of blood there’s no remission of sin and
covered with the righteousness of Christ. Those are interesting phrases, but the meaning is not
that clear. Should we settle for the phrases, and be grateful that God is satisfied? Or do we
miss, then, what God paid such a price to reveal? | think He wants us to ask. Hence Ellen
White’s wonderful, simple words in Christ’s Object Lessons: “Merely to hear or to read the word
is not enough. He who desires to be profited by the Scriptures must [learn the meaning of the
words of truth].” Now what’s the meaning? And can we be reverent when we ask the meaning?
{Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series Hebrews, #4, recorded October 1978, Loma
Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following
direct links:

http://pkp.cc/ZMMHEBREWS66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/SMMHEBREWS66 (Part 2)

When Jesus healed the paralytic at the pool, He was preaching by the very way in which He
treated that man. It was a demonstration of the truth about God. Forbid the thought, but
imagine that you had terminal lung cancer. It was the result of a lifetime of smoking. You're
sitting anxiously in the office of your physician. What would be the best possible news you
could hear? Would it be for the physician to say, “I forgive you for smoking”? Would
forgiveness heal the damage done? You would still die. The only difference is that you would
die forgiven. Forgiveness would only help if your physician were accustomed to killing all his
patients who contracted lung cancer because of a lifetime of smoking. If that is what he was
accustomed to doing, it would be very relieving to have your physician say, “l forgive you.” Now
he won’t have to kill you after all. But physicians do not kill their dying patients. The law would
not permit it. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #14,
“God Can Completely Heal the Damage Done” recorded May 1984, Loma Linda, California} To
listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link:
http://pkp.cc/14MMCAG
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Further Study with Ellen White

The truths of the Word of God are not mere sentiment, but the utterances of the Most High. He
who makes these truths a part of his life becomes in every sense a new creature. He is not given
new mental powers, but the darkness that through ignorance and sin have clouded the
understanding is removed.—RH, Nov 10, 1904. {1MCP 98.2}

You need not go to the ends of the earth for wisdom, for God is near. It is not the capabilities
you now possess or ever will have that will give you success. It is that which the Lord can do for
you. We need to have far less confidence in what man can do and far more confidence in what
God can do for every believing soul. He longs to have you reach after Him by faith. He longs to
have you expect great things from Him. He longs to give you understanding in temporal as well
as in spiritual matters. He can sharpen the intellect. He can give tact and skill. Put your talents
into the work, ask God for wisdom, and it will be given you. {COL 146.4}

God is our Father, and He will teach all who come to Him, realizing that their human wisdom is
foolishness. As they take hold of His strength, and make peace with Him, living by His Word, He
will unite His strength with their weakness, His knowledge with their ignorance, making them
strong in Him. He will give them the care adapted to their necessities. Those who trust in Him as
their Teacher will not stumble or fall. —Manuscript 88, June 18, 1902, “A Worldwide Work.”

{UL 183.6}

It is the glory of the gospel that it is founded upon the principle of restoring in the fallen race
the divine image by a constant manifestation of benevolence. This work began in the heavenly
courts. There God gave to human beings an unmistakable evidence of the love with which He
regarded them. He “so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. The gift of Christ
reveals the Father’s heart. It testifies that, having undertaken our redemption, He will spare
nothing, however dear, which is necessary to the completion of His work. {9T 254.1}

The spirit of liberality is the spirit of heaven. Christ’s self-sacrificing love is revealed upon the
cross. That man might be saved, He gave all that He had and then gave Himself. {9T 254.2}

The whole universe will have become witnesses to the nature and results of sin. And its utter
extermination, which in the beginning would have brought fear to angels and dishonor to God,
will now vindicate His love and establish His honor before the universe of beings who delight to
do His will, and in whose heart is His law. Never will evil again be manifest. Says the word of
God: “Affliction shall not rise up the second time.” Nahum 1:9. The law of God, which Satan has
reproached as the yoke of bondage, will be honored as the law of liberty. A tested and proved
creation will never again be turned from allegiance to Him whose character has been fully
manifested before them as fathomless love and infinite wisdom. {GC 504.1}
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God does not force the will or judgment of any. He takes no pleasure in a slavish obedience. He
desires that the creatures of His hands shall love Him because He is worthy of love. He would
have them obey Him because they have an intelligent appreciation of His wisdom, justice, and
benevolence. And all who have a just conception of these qualities will love Him because they
are drawn toward Him in admiration of His attributes. {GC 541.3}

The destiny of the wicked is fixed by their own choice. Their exclusion from heaven is voluntary
with themselves, and just and merciful on the part of God. {GC 542.2}

God does not force the will of His creatures. He cannot accept an homage that is not willingly
and intelligently given. A mere forced submission would prevent all real development of mind
or character; it would make man a mere automaton. Such is not the purpose of the Creator. He
desires that man, the crowning work of His creative power, shall reach the highest possible
development. He sets before us the height of blessing to which He desires to bring us through
His grace. He invites us to give ourselves to Him, that He may work His will in us. It remains for
us to choose whether we will be set free from the bondage of sin, to share the glorious liberty
of the sons of God. {AG 313.5}

God had a knowledge of the events of the future, even before the creation of the world. He did
not make His purposes to fit circumstances, but He allowed matters to develop and work out.
He did not work to bring about a certain condition of things, but He knew that such a condition
would exist. The plan that should be carried out upon the defection of any of the high
intelligences of heaven—this is the secret, the mystery which has been hid from ages. And an
offering was prepared in the eternal purposes to do the very work which God has done for
fallen humanity (ST March 25, 1897). {6BC 1082.3}

The meekness and humility that characterized the life of Christ will be made manifest in the life
and character of those who “walk even as he walked.” {SD 81.5}

Through the gospel, souls that are degraded and enslaved by Satan are to be redeemed to
share the glorious liberty of the sons of God. God’s purpose is not merely to deliver from the
suffering that is the inevitable result of sin, but to save from sin itself. . . . Eternity alone can
reveal the glorious destiny to which man, restored to God’s image, may attain. {MB 60.3}
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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Third Quarter 2026: 1 and 2 Corinthians
Lesson 3 “Unity in Christ”

Read for this week’s study

1 Corinthians 1:12-17; Romans 1:29; 1 Cor. 1:10, 1 Corinthians 3:1-4; Philippians 2:5-8;
2 Corinthians 11:23-28; Colossians 1:24.

Memory Text

“I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that
there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same
judgment” (1 Corinthians 1:10, ESV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l. Introduction

Il. The Problem of Cliques in the Church
Il. Centered on Jesus

V. Wisdom and Maturity

V. Christlike Servanthood

VI. A Lifestyle That Reflects the Cross
VII. Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration
Facilitator: Jon Paulien

1. This week we are looking at 1 Corinthians 1-4, where the apostle Paul dealt with the
problem of quarrels in the church and how to overcome them. (Sabbath Afternoon)

2. Read 1 Corinthians 1:12-17. How does Paul articulate the absurdity of divisions in a
local church? How do cliques like this happen? (Sunday)

3. Read 1 Corinthians 1:10, which seems to state the central theme of the first letter to
the Corinthians. How would you express the issue he was dealing with? Can one take
being united in mind and judgment too far? How would that work? Read 1
Corinthians 3:3. What two words express the underlying causes of divisions in the
church? (Monday)

4, What was Paul’s solution to the divisions in Corinth (1 Cor 1:2-10)? What does it
mean when Paul speaks over and over again about the “Lord” Jesus Christ? How
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does Jesus articulate what true Christian leadership is all about (Matt 20:25-28)?
How does this fit into Paul’s letters to the Corinthians (2 Cor 3:18)?

5. The author of the lesson states: “By and large, cliques result from too high a view of
human leaders. If we treat human leaders as central to our Christian identity, we risk
moving Christ from the correct position in our lives.” Do you agree or disagree with
that statement? Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-4. What does Paul see as the real source of
divisions in the church at Corinth? Have you ever been very disappointed in
someone you greatly admired? What lessons did you learn from that experience?
(Tuesday)

6. In 1 Corinthians 3:1-4, Paul hints that cliques in the church result from a lack of
spiritual maturity. But before stating that he says, “we have the mind of Christ”. So
spiritual maturity arises as believers grow into the mind of Christ. Paul’s clearest
description of the mind of Christ is found in Philippians 2:5-8. (Wednesday)

7. The author of the lesson suggests that while cliques tend to form around human
leaders, it does not mean that we should not support our leaders. Leaders who are
growing into the mind of Christ are worthy of being heard and followed. Only the
cross has the power to reverse manipulative forms of control. If the cross exhibits
the character of God, how did that character manifest itself before creation?
(Thursday)

8. Why is unity in Christ a powerful argument for the truth? Why is lack of unity a
powerful obstacle to the church’s mission? (Friday)

9. What is the difference between cliques and small groups? How can a small group
avoid becoming a clique? (Monday)

10. In 1 Corinthians 4:16, Paul encourages the Corinthian church to imitate him. How
can you imitate a human leader without raising that person onto a pedestal? (Friday)

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

And the significant thing is, the only basis for genuine unity is not force, or manipulation, or
even the baling wire of rules and regulations, but truth, trust, and love; and are not these the
fruits of the Spirit? {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in all 66
— Acts, recorded April 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above
reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/S9MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/60MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

When disunity came into Judaism and Christians began, Paul went out to restore unity in
Judaism. And how did he do it, in Acts 26? He arrested these Christians. He punished them. He
put them in prison, and he consented to their death. When Stephen said words before the
Sanhedrin that seemed to be a threat to unity, how did those Sabbath-keeping saints seek to
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keep unity? They stoned him to death. They saw nothing wrong with that use of force. It was to
them justice.

In the name of God, Paul went out to keep unity in the church. That’s been very popular
through the years. Hundreds of thousands have been tortured to death at the stake to keep
unity in the Christian church. Has it worked? You cannot force trust and love. It just can’t be
done. It’s the very antithesis of freedom. And Jesus cleared that all up, and the angels realized
that that’s the truth. And that’s the greatest protection against hostility and disunity and
apostasy and defection in the hereafter. There is not one streak of arbitrariness in our God. He
is not exacting, vengeful, and severe.

But it does mean that He’d rather give His life than give up freedom. Remember, Paul says that
even if an angel should disagree with me on this, he’s wrong; God says, “That’s right. |
absolutely will never budge on this. | will run My universe in this manner. Therefore, | can only
save people who can be entrusted with this kind of freedom. People who also, altogether, love,
trust and admire this kind of God.” That’s “the unity inherent in our faith and our knowledge of
the Son of God.”

So | believe that God’s people, wherever they are on this planet, in whatever church, or no
church, or wherever they are in the universe, God’s church, His true people, are those
individuals who, in the highest sense of freedom have decided that they love, trust, and admire
that kind of God. And then there is a unity among them, no matter what happens. And that
unity will last forever, because it wasn’t contrived in the first place. It wasn’t forced in the first
place. Are you willing to let God run His universe this way? {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the
audio series, The Picture of God in all 66 — Ephesians & Colossians, recorded May 1982,
Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following
direct links:

http://pkp.cc/67MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/68MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

There is, of course, a much more positive understanding of perfection if one could refer to the
Greek again. You know, the word itself teleiotés, means maturity. It means being grown up.

When a person has been converted and reborn and won back to trust God, it’s true God treats
him as if he were perfect. Not just claims for this in the Bible, but many, many
demonstrations—real evidence. But of course, if one has just been reborn, one is very
inexperienced and needs a great deal of protection. First the crib and then the playpen, and
then all the laws at the foot of Sinai, and all the other things that God has added because of
transgression, to protect us, to be our paidagogos, you remember, our Guardian. How
graciously God has protected us in the days of our ignorance and immaturity lest we lose our
freedom before we’ve learned to use it responsibly.
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But now, does God want us to remain in the playpen? Does God want us to remain camped at
the foot of Sinai for the rest of our lives where, because of the thunder and lightning, we
promise, terrified, “All that the Lord has said we will do”?

Paul was very disturbed that Christians were not growing up. When people do not develop
physically, we become very concerned, don’t we? When our children do not develop mentally
we become highly alarmed, but when people do not grow up spiritually, we sometimes say,
“Isn’t that so sweet; he still has the faith of a little child.” On the contrary, he’s retarded. And
there’s nothing more dangerous than to be retarded spiritually. In fact, Paul says that those
who refuse to grow up, eventually there is no hope for them. That’s the difficult passage in
Hebrews 6 as you recall. Paul says by now you are to be teachers, and that wasn’t many years
after he took the good news to them. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio presentation —
Perfection, Requirement or Generous Offer? Recorded December 1983, San Diego, California}
To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/IMMPERFECT (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/2MMPERFECT (Part 2)

But if the Bible is a record of God’s revelation of Himself in many and various ways, and one of
His ways is through the people who so loved and admired Him that they imitated Him and
became like Him. That doesn’t sound like Paul before the Damascus road. Look at him now.
He’s so tender of heart and gracious. Wonderful things had happened to Paul. And | think that
fits in very well. In fact, | think things like this are among the most important parts of scripture.

“Jesus wept.” Think what that says about God. God attended the funeral of one of His friends,
and the Bible says that He cried. And when He raised Jairus’ daughter, He says, “Wait a minute,
everybody. This little girl is hungry, and somebody get something for her to eat.” That’s
theology! Why do we put other things above it? See, that’s “Let this mind be in you which is in
Christ Jesus,” who said, “This little girl is hungry. Get her something to eat.” And He cried at a
funeral. That’s the mind of Christ. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture
of God in all 66 — Philippians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, recorded May 1982, Riverside, California}
To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/69MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/7Z0MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Further Study with Ellen White

When men are bound together, not by force or self-interest, but by love, they show the
working of an influence that is above every human influence. Where this oneness exists, it is
evidence that the image of God is being restored in humanity, that a new principle of life has
been implanted. It shows that there is power in the divine nature to withstand the supernatural
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agencies of evil, and that the grace of God subdues the selfishness inherent in the natural heart.
{DA 678.1}

It is the will of God that union and brotherly love should exist among His people. The prayer of
Christ just before His crucifixion was that His disciples might be one as He is one with the
Father, that the world might believe that God had sent Him. This most touching and wonderful
prayer reaches down the ages, even to our day; for His words were, “Neither pray | for these
alone, but for them also which shall believe on Me through their word.” John 17:20. While we
are not to sacrifice one principle of truth, it should be our constant aim to reach this state of
unity. This is the evidence of our discipleship. {PP 520.3}

We seldom find two persons exactly alike. Among human beings as well as among the things of
the natural world, there is diversity. Unity in diversity among God’s children—the manifestation
of love and forbearance in spite of difference of disposition—this is the testimony that God sent
His Son into the world to save sinners. {SD 286.2}

The most powerful evidence a man can give that he has been born again and is a new man in
Christ Jesus, is the manifestation of love for his brethren, the doing of Christlike deeds. This is
the most wonderful witness that can be borne in favor of Christianity, and will win souls to the
truth. ... {SD 293.4}

The Creator of all ideas may impress different minds with the same thought, but each may
express it in a different way, yet without contradiction. The fact that this difference exists
should not perplex or confuse us. It is seldom that two persons will view and express truth in
the very same way. Each dwells on particular points which his constitution and education have
fitted him to appreciate. The sunlight falling upon the different objects gives those objects a
different hue. {1SM 22.1}

Through the inspiration of His Spirit the Lord gave His apostles truth, to be expressed according
to the development of their minds by the Holy Spirit. But the mind is not cramped, as if forced
into a certain mold.—Letter 53, 1900. {1SM 22.2}

The unity that exists between Christ and His disciples does not destroy the personality of either.
They are one in purpose, in mind, in character, but not in person. It is thus that God and Christ
are one. {MH 422.1}

With the trusting faith of a little child, we are to come to our heavenly Father, telling Him of all
our needs. He is always ready to pardon and help. The supply of divine wisdom is inexhaustible,
and the Lord encourages us to draw largely from it. {SD 121.3}

Jesus declares that the Father is more willing to give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him than
parents are to give good gifts to their children. The Holy Spirit understands man’s every
necessity. He will bestow upon the earnest seeker that for which he hungers and thirsts. The
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blessings that God has to bestow are unlimited. We cannot comprehend their height and depth
and breadth. All heaven is at the command of those who, realizing their lack of wisdom, come
directly to the source of wisdom. To such ones God gives liberally and upbraids not. But let
them ask in faith, nothing wavering. . . . The one who receives wisdom from on high is the one
who holds fast to the promise, the one who feels his need, and will not be turned aside. . ..
{HP 294.4}

God is able and willing to bestow upon His servants all the strength they need and to give them
the wisdom that their varied necessities demand. He will more than fulfill the highest
expectations of those who put their trust in Him. {AA 242.1}

If men will walk in the path that God has marked out for them, they will have a counselor
whose wisdom is far above any human wisdom. {2BC 993.1}

The Lord’s angels are appointed to keep strict watch over those who put their faith in the Lord,
and these angels are to be our special help in every time of need. Every day we are to come to
the Lord with full assurance of faith, and to look to Him for wisdom. . . . Those who are guided
by the Word of the Lord will discern with certainty between falsehood and truth, between sin
and righteousness. {AG 201.4}

The study of God’s word is continually expanding the mind and strengthening the intellect.
There is nothing that will so refine and elevate the character, and give vigor to every faculty, as
the continual exercise of the mind to grasp and comprehend weighty and important truths.
{4T 545.3}

Jesus assumed humanity that He might meet humanity. He brings men under the transforming
power of truth by meeting them where they are. He gains access to the heart by securing
sympathy and confidence, making all feel that His identification with their nature and interest is
complete. The truth came from His lips beautiful in its simplicity, yet clothed with dignity and
power. What a teacher was our Lord Jesus Christ! How tenderly did He treat every honest
inquirer after truth, that He might gain admission to his sympathies and find a home in his
heart. {TM 190.1}

God permits every human being to exercise his individuality. He desires no one to submerge his
mind in the mind of a fellow mortal. Those who desire to be transformed in mind and character
are not to look to men, but to the divine Example. God gives the invitation, “Let this mind be in
you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” By conversion and transformation men are to receive the
mind of Christ. Every one is to stand before God with an individual faith, an individual
experience, knowing for himself that Christ is formed within, the hope of glory. ... {TMK 134.3}

Had Christ come in His divine form, humanity could not have endured the sight. The contrast
would have been too painful, the glory too overwhelming. Humanity could not have endured
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the presence of one of the pure, bright angels from glory; therefore Christ took not on Him the
nature of angels; He came in the likeness of men. {5BC 1131.1}

The earth was dark through misapprehension of God. That the gloomy shadows might be
lightened, that the world might be brought back to God, Satan’s deceptive power was to be
broken. This could not be done by force. The exercise of force is contrary to the principles of
God’s government; He desires only the service of love; and love cannot be commanded; it
cannot be won by force or authority. Only by love is love awakened. To know God is to love
Him; His character must be manifested in contrast to the character of Satan. This work only one
Being in all the universe could do. Only He who knew the height and depth of the love of God
could make it known. Upon the world’s dark night the Sun of Righteousness must rise, “with
healing in His wings.” Malachi 4:2. {DA 22.1}

The plan for our redemption was not an afterthought, a plan formulated after the fall of Adam.
It was a revelation of “the mystery which hath been kept in silence through times eternal.”
Romans 16:25, R. V. It was an unfolding of the principles that from eternal ages have been the
foundation of God’s throne. From the beginning, God and Christ knew of the apostasy of Satan,
and of the fall of man through the deceptive power of the apostate. God did not ordain that sin
should exist, but He foresaw its existence, and made provision to meet the terrible emergency.
So great was His love for the world, that He covenanted to give His only-begotten Son, “that

whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. {DA 22.2}

Man’s need for a divine teacher was known in heaven. The pity and sympathy of God were
aroused in behalf of human beings, fallen and bound to Satan’s chariot car; and when the
fullness of time was come, He sent forth His Son. The One appointed in the councils of heaven
came to this earth as man’s instructor. The rich benevolence of God gave Him to our world, and
to meet the necessities of human nature He took humanity upon Himself. To the astonishment
of the heavenly host the eternal Word came to this world as a helpless babe. Fully prepared, He
left the royal courts and mysteriously allied Himself with fallen human beings. “The Word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us.” John 1:14. {CT 259.2}

Christ undertook to redeem man and to rescue the world from the grasp of Satan. The great
controversy begun in heaven was to be decided in the very world, on the very same field, that
Satan claimed as his. {PP 69.2}

God saw that a clearer revelation than nature was needed to portray both His personality and
His character. He sent His Son into the world to reveal, so far as could be endured by human
sight, the nature and the attributes of the invisible God. {8T 265.5}

Not a sigh is breathed, not a pain felt, not a grief pierces the soul, but the throb vibrates to the
Father’s heart. {AG 189.5}
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Pine Knol

| Sabbath School Study Notes

Third Quarter 2026: 1 and 2 Corinthians
Lesson 4 “Sin in the Church”

Read for this week’s study

1 Corinthia
1 Corinthia

ns 5:1-13; 2 Corinthians 2:5-10; 1 Corinthians 6:1-13; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8;
ns 6:19-7:9.

Memory Text

“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you

have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor
God with your bodies” (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20, NIV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
Il.
Il.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Introduction

Dissonance Between Faith and Practice
Dealing With Scandals

Protecting the Church’s Identity
Antidote Against Sexual Immorality
Marriage and Singleness

Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration

Facilitator:

1.

Jon Paulien

Our brains are like sponges: whatever is brought to them through the senses, stays
inside of them. Our entire past experience is all there and, to some degree, impacts
everything we feel, think, and do. That’s why Christians have to reckon with the idea
that they are impacted by all the evil that surrounds us. The church at Corinth
certainly struggled with this.

In this week’s lesson, we focus on 1 Corinthians, chapters 5 and 6. In the first four
chapters of his letter, Paul deals with the factions in the Corinthian church, urging
unity. In 1 Corinthians 5-7, Paul is dealing with issues in the church which have either
been brought to him by members of Chloe’s household (1 Cor 1:11), or questions
raised directly with him by the church. They concern matters that had divided the
church and even offended high-minded pagans outside the church.
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Read 1 Corinthians 5:1-5. What scandalous situation does Paul describe in this
passage and why is it so disturbing to him? Why do you think the church was OK
with this behavior? Why didn’t they act? Why did they seem to be proud of this
inaction? What does Paul mean by delivering this member over to Satan? In dealing
with situations like this, how much of a role should outside public opinion play?
(Sunday)

Read 1 Corinthians 5:6-13. How does Paul tell the church to deal with the situation?
The author of the lesson states “Paul makes it clear in 1 Corinthians 5 that sexual
scandals require church discipline.” Is that a fair assessment of what Paul wrote in
this passage? Under what conditions should the church carry out such discipline? Is
that always true? (Monday)

Read 1 Corinthians 6:1-11. What kind of court case does Paul have in mind here? Is
this a criminal case or a civil case? What is the difference between the two options?
If the Corinthians had the gift of discernment and judgment, why didn’t they use it?
Why are people who practice the kinds of things listed in verses 9-10 to be excluded
from the church? (Tuesday)

The lesson takes a digression today to bring in a Pauline passage from an earlier
letter that deals with sexual relations in the church. Read 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8.
What does holiness have to do with avoiding fornication? What does Paul mean by
“defrauding” a brother or a sister sexually? What does Paul mean when he says that
God is an “avenger” in sexual situations? (Wednesday)

Read 1 Corinthians 6:12-20. When the Bible talks about freedom, it seems to be
freedom within limits. Why does genuine freedom require limits? What kinds of
damage do sexual sins leave behind? (Wednesday)

Read 1 Corinthians 7:1-9. With chapter seven Paul introduces a new topic: Marriage
and singleness. How does he elaborate his admonition to “flee sexual immorality” (1
Cor 6:18)? When it comes to sexuality, why does the Bible limit people to just one
partner? Read 1 Corinthians 7:17-20. What does Paul mean when he says, “Each one
should remain in the condition in which he was called”? (Thursday)

In a time when many consider it old-fashioned, how can we show the world that
marriage is really a gift from God? (Friday)

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

Now these are the ones Jesus calls hypocrites. Hypocrite is not a bad word. In ancient times, a

hypocrite was an actor. Hupa, which turns into English hypo, means under, and the second half

of the word hypocrite, means a mask. See, an actor is a person who performs under a mask.

Well, a good actor, nothing wrong with that. But when a person pretends to be pious and inside
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he’s a cheat and a liar, then he’s a fraud, he’s an acting saint. And look at what Jesus said about
hypocrites who practice their piety just as a mask. Ellen White says in one stunning place,
“Pretentious piety is nauseating to the Lord.” It makes Him sick.

So the universe looks down at these who have known the truth about God. God especially
revealed Himself to them. People who've been privileged to have Moses live among them, and
Abraham live among them, and Daniel and people like this, really trustworthy friends. And the
universe notices that they not only are untrustworthy representatives of God, but these
Gentiles in chapter 1, even blaspheme and mock the God of these people who claim to be
God’s spokesmen. Verse 24: “The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of
their pretentious piety and fraudulent worship of you who profess to be His people.”

Well, you wouldn’t trust the sinners in chapter 1, would you? You wouldn’t trust the sinners in
chapter 2. In fact, Paul says, “I have found that even when | know better, and | try to do better,
and | really want to do what is right, | find | can’t do it.” And that comes up in chapter 7.

“Oh,” he says, “every time | want to do what is right, evil lies close at hand. All the good that |
want to do | don’t do, and the evil that | don’t want to do is what | do. Wretched man that | am
who will deliver me from this doomed body?”

Of course, when he says that he knows the answer which he promptly gives. But Paul has surely
made it clear that in the condition in which we find ourselves, we are above all things else
utterly untrustworthy. It would be totally unsafe to turn us loose in the kind of society God has
given His life to preserve. He takes it that seriously. It will remain a free universe, without
prisons, and penitentiaries, and police, where everyone can be trusted and no one would do
hurt to his neighbor. No one would lie, or steal, or cheat, He insists on that. {Graham Maxwell.
Excerpt from the audio series Romans, chapter 5, recorded October 1977, Loma Linda,
California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/9MMROMANS6E6 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/10MMROMANS66 (Part 2)

Further Study with Ellen White

His angels are appointed to watch over us, and if we put ourselves under their guardianship,
then in every time of danger they will be at our right hand. When unconsciously we are in
danger of exerting a wrong influence, the angels will be by our side, prompting us to a better
course, choosing our words for us, and influencing our actions. Thus our influence may be a
silent, unconscious, but mighty power in drawing others to Christ and the heavenly world.
{COL 341.2}
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Every uttered word exerts an influence, every action involves a train of responsibility. No one
can live to himself in this world, even if he would. Each one forms a part of the great web of
humanity, and through our individual threads of influence, we are linked to the universe. Christ
used His influence to draw men to God, and He has left us an example of the way in which we
should speak and act. A person who is molded by the Spirit of God will know how to speak a
“word in season to him that is weary,” and will realize the highest human blessedness—the joy
of imparting to others the precious treasures of the wisdom and grace of Christ. But those who
permit themselves to be controlled by the enemy of all good will speak words which should
never be uttered.—RH Feb. 16, 1897. {VSS 49.3}

One of the strongest evidences of true conversion is love to God and man. Those who accept
Jesus as their Redeemer have a deep, sincere love for others of like precious faith. {AA 262.3}

Our sanctification is the work of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is the fulfillment of
the covenant God has made with those who bind themselves up with Him, to stand with Him,
His Son, and His Spirit in holy fellowship. {7BC 908.11}

Sanctification means habitual communion with God (RH March 15, 1906). {7BC 908.16}

Sanctification is not the work of a moment, an hour, or a day. It is a continual growth in grace.
We know not one day how strong will be our conflict the next. Satan lives, and is active, and
every day we need to earnestly cry to God for help and strength to resist him. As long as Satan
reigns we shall have self to subdue, besetments to overcome, and there is no stopping place.
There is no point to which we can come and say we have fully attained (RH May 6, 1862).
{7BC 947.5}

Christ’s perfect knowledge of human character fits Him to deal with minds. God knows just how
to treat each soul. He judges not as man judges. He knows the real value of the material upon
which He is working in fitting men and women for positions of trust.—Manuscript 168, Dec. 24,
1902, “The Sin of Evil-speaking.” {UL 372.7}
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| Sabbath School Study Notes

Third Quarter 2026: 1 and 2 Corinthians
Lesson 5 “All to the Glory of God”

Read for this week’s study

1 Corinthians 8; Acts 15:20; 1 Corinthians 9:1-6; 1 Corinthians 10:5-22; Deuteronomy 6:4, 5;
Mark 12:28-31.

Memory Text

“Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God”
(1 Corinthians 10:31, NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
Il.
Il.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Introduction

Knowledge Versus love
Selfless Love

Learning From the Past
Warning Against Idolatry
Overcoming Idolatry
Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration

Facilitator:

1.

Jon Paulien

While chapters five through seven of 1 Corinthians relate to sexual issues, the focus
of chapters eight through ten are on issues related to idolatry. How does the church
relate to a society where idolatry is the norm? Read 1 Corinthians 6:18 and 10:14.
What relationship do you see between sexual immorality and idolatry? (Sabbath
Afternoon)

Read 1 Corinthians 8:1-13. Why does Paul contrast knowledge with love, and what is
the context for that? How does a Christian deal with the context of pagan temples?
What, in Paul’s mind, makes a Christian strong or weak spiritually? Why are the
strong expected to defer to the weak? In what situations can knowledge without
love become harmful? (Sunday)

Read 1 Corinthians 9:1-6. How does this passage provide an example of denying
oneself for the sake of love? (Monday)
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10.

Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-27. What principle does Paul introduce in this passage that
guides the Christian’s relations with others both inside and outside of the church?
How does self-denial not only aid our relations with others, but provides tangible
benefits for ourselves? (Tuesday)

Read 1 Corinthians 10:1-5. Why does Paul bring in the history of Israel in the
wilderness at this point? In what ways does Christian faith build on the history of
Israel? Read 1 Corinthians 10:7-11. What sins did Israel commit in the wilderness?
Why are so many dark stories included in the Bible? Read 1 Corinthians 10:13. Is the
message of this verse always true? (Tuesday)

Read 1 Corinthians 10:14-22. Paul here resumes the issue of food offered to idols.
Why does he say that we must flee from idolatry? What relevance does this issue of
idolatry have today? (Wednesday)

The lesson here digresses to include a couple of passages from the Gospel of Mark.
Read Mark 10:17-22 and 12:28-31. What do these two passages have in common
and how do they apply to 1 Corinthians 10? Read 1 Corinthians 10:23 — 11:1. What
does Paul mean by “building up” the church? How does this passage fit in with the
idea of “other-centered love”? (Thursday)

According to Paul, the behavior of a mature Christian can sometimes inhibit the
growth of an immature Christian. How does that work? (Friday)

What are some “idols” that even Christians can end up worshiping if not careful?
(Friday)

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 that he disciplined his body and brought it into
subjection so he would not be disqualified when preaching the gospel. What does he
mean by that? (Friday)

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

Now he’s not discussing diet, or vegetarianism. That’s not the topic at all, here. “Now,” he says,
“some of you are mature, and you know about this. And therefore, you could go to the meat
market and buy whatever you want.” But supposing a new convert comes in who’s not clear on
this yet, and this would confuse him. Now, here you are, an elder in the church in Corinth, and
here’s a new convert who’s made up his mind he’s never going to honor or worship an idol
again. And one of the forms of worship was offering food to the idols, or eating the food
offered to the idols. This was an act of worship. So he goes to the meat market, and there’s not
much else, but he says, “Well, this doesn’t look good to me, but I'll be a faithful believer, and I'll
buy those vegetables.” And just then you, a knowledgeable elder in the church, come in and
say, “I'll take a dozen chops” or what-have-you over there. Now, remember, this has nothing to
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do with diet, or vegetarianism. That’s not the subject at all. And this new convert says, “My! If
Elder So-and-so can doit, | guess | can too.” And you’ve destroyed a babe in the truth. {Graham
Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in all 66 — 1 & 2 Corinthians,
recorded May 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference,
click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/63MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/64MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Further Study with Ellen White

Jesus says, “Love one another, as | have loved you.” Love is not simply an impulse, a transitory
emotion, dependent upon circumstances; it is a living principle, a permanent power. The soul is
fed by the streams of pure love that flow from the heart of Christ, as a well-spring that never
fails. O, how is the heart quickened, how are its motives ennobled, its affections deepened, by
this communion! Under the education and discipline of the Holy Spirit, the children of God love
one another, truly, sincerely, unaffectedly—"without partiality, and without hypocrisy.” And
this because the heart is in love with Jesus. Our affection for one another springs from our
common relation to God. We are one family, we love one another as He loved us. When
compared with this true, sanctified, disciplined affection, the shallow courtesy of the world, the
meaningless expressions of effusive friendship, are as chaff to the wheat (Letter 63, 1896).
{5BC 1140.3}

True sanctification unites believers to Christ and to one another in the bonds of tender
sympathy. This union causes to flow continually into the heart rich currents of Christlike love,
which flows forth again in love for one another. {5BC 1141.2}

The qualities which it is essential for all to possess are those which marked the completeness of
Christ’s character—His love, His patience, His unselfishness, and His goodness. These attributes
are gained by doing kindly actions with a kindly heart. ... {5BC 1141.3}

We are not inclined to associate kingly glory and judicial authority with the self-denial,
patience, love, and forgiveness shown in the life of Christ; yet these attributes qualified the
Saviour for his exalted position. The qualities of character which he developed on earth
constitute his exaltation in glory. His triumphs were gained by love, not by force. In coming to
Christ the sinner consents to be elevated to the noblest ideal of man. {6Red 74.1}

Love imparts to its possessor grace, propriety, and comeliness of deportment. Love illuminates
the countenance and subdues the voice; it refines and elevates the entire man. It brings him
into harmony with God, for it is a heavenly attribute. {4T 559.3}
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If in our ignorance we make missteps, the Saviour does not forsake us. We need never feel that
we are alone. Angels are our companions. The Comforter that Christ promised to send in His
name abides with us. In the way that leads to the City of God there are no difficulties which
those who trust in Him may not overcome. There are no dangers which they may not escape.
There is not a sorrow, not a grievance, not a human weakness, for which He has not provided a
remedy. {MH 249.1}

There is no power in the whole satanic force that can disable the soul that trusts, in simple
confidence, in the wisdom that comes from God. {ML 316.3}

The tempter has no power to control the will or to force the soul to sin. He may distress, but he
cannot contaminate. He can cause agony, but not defilement. {FLB 327.6}

The tempter can never compel us to do evil. He cannot control minds unless they are yielded to
his control. {DA 125.2}

Through the plan of redemption, God has provided means for subduing every sinful trait, and
resisting every temptation, however strong.—The Review and Herald, Dec. 22, 1885. {1SM 82.3}

God has made ample provision for His people; and if they rely upon His strength, they will never
become the sport of circumstances. . . . It is not in the power of earth or hell to compel anyone
to do evil. Satan attacks us at our weak points, but we need not be overcome. However severe
or unexpected the assault, God has provided help for us, and in His strength we may

conquer. {PP421.2}

The salvation of the human race has ever been the object of the councils of heaven. The
covenant of mercy was made before the foundation of the world. It has existed from all
eternity, and is called the everlasting covenant. So surely as there never was a time when God
was not, so surely there never was a moment when it was not the delight of the eternal mind to
manifest His grace to humanity. . .. {AG 130.2}

God’s work is the same in all time, although there are different degrees of development and
different manifestations of His power, to meet the wants of men in the different ages.
Beginning with the first gospel promise, and coming down through the patriarchal and Jewish
ages, and even to the present time, there has been a gradual unfolding of the purposes of God
in the plan of redemption. ... He who proclaimed the law from Sinai, and delivered to Moses
the precepts of the ritual law, is the same that spoke the sermon on the mount. ... The Teacher
is the same in both dispensations. God’s claims are the same. The principles of His government
are the same. {AG 130.4}

Looking unto Jesus we obtain brighter and more distinct views of God, and by beholding we
become changed. Goodness, love for our fellow men, becomes our natural instinct. We develop
a character which is the counterpart of the divine character. Growing into His likeness, we
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enlarge our capacity for knowing God. More and more we enter into fellowship with the
heavenly world, and we have continually increasing power to receive the riches of the
knowledge and wisdom of eternity. {COL 355.1}

It is a law both of the intellectual and the spiritual nature, that by beholding, we become
changed. The mind gradually adapts itself to the subjects upon which it is allowed to dwell. It
becomes assimilated to that which it is accustomed to love and reverence. Man will never rise
higher than his standard of purity or goodness or truth. If self is his loftiest ideal, he will never
attain to anything more exalted. Rather, he will constantly sink lower and lower. The grace of
God alone has power to exalt man. Left to himself, his course must inevitably be

downward. {GC 555.1}

By beholding we are to become changed; and as we meditate upon the perfections of the
divine Model, we shall desire to become wholly transformed, and renewed in the image of His
purity. It is by faith in the Son of God that transformation takes place in the character, and the
child of wrath becomes the child of God. {AG 302.5}

Love, the basis of creation and of redemption, is the basis of true education. This is made plain
in the law that God has given as the guide of life. ... To love Him, the infinite, the omniscient
one, with the whole strength and mind and heart, means the highest development of every
power. It means that in the whole being—the body, the mind, as well as the soul—the image of
God is to be restored. {RC 51.2}

Like the first is the second commandment, “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” The law

of love calls for the devotion of body, mind, and soul to the service of God and our fellow men.
And this service, while making us a blessing to others, brings the greatest blessing to ourselves.
Unselfishness underlies all true development. ... {RC51.3}

The Lord loves us, and we are to love Him with the whole heart. Ask Him to guide you into all
truth. He will do this. He longs to do it. He is waiting for you to ask Him with true humility and a
firm belief that He will hear and answer you. {TMK 202.5}

After Adam’s sin and fall nothing was taken from the law of God. The principles of the ten
commandments existed before the fall, and were of a character suited to the condition of a
holy order of beings. After the fall, the principles of those precepts were not changed, but
additional precepts were given to meet man in his fallen state (3SG 295). {1BC 1104.3}
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| Sabbath School Study Notes

Third Quarter 2026: 1 and 2 Corinthians
Lesson 6 “Spiritual Gifts”

Read for this week’s study

1 Corinthia
Amos 3:7.

ns 12; Ephesians 4:11-13; 1 Corinthians 13; 1 Peter 4:8-11; 1 Corinthians 14:27;

Memory Text

“Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you may prophesy”
(1 Corinthians 14:1, ESV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
Il.
Il.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Questions
Facilitator:

1.

Introduction

Varieties of Gifts

Unity Through Diversity
“A More Excellent Way”
The Gift of Tongues

The Gift of Prophecy
Further Study

and Notes for Consideration
Jon Paulien

Like a human body, the church is one but has many members, each with different
roles, functions, and gifts. Practiced with love, these spiritual gifts promote a sense
of unity that reflects the character of the triune God. This week we will survey 1
Corinthians 12-14 and its teaching on spiritual gifts. (Sabbath Afternoon)

Read 1 Corinthians 14:1. What's so special about prophesying? What does the word
mean in this context? (Sabbath Afternoon)

Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-6. What is the very first spiritual gift Paul lists? What three
categories of gifts does Paul mention and what do they mean? The lesson states that
“the fact that the Holy Spirit distributes the different types of gifts ‘to each one
individually as He wills’ (1 Cor 12:11) proves that all of them are necessary.” Is that
necessarily so? (Sunday)

Read 1 Corinthians 12:7-11. Would every item on this list count as “gifts” or are they
a mixtures of gifts, ministries and activities? Compare this list of “gifts” with the lists
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in Romans 12:6-8 and Ephesians 4:11. Are these lists exhaustive or only suggestive?
(Sunday)

5. Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-31. How do you understand Paul’s analogy between the
human body and the church? What are the strengths and weaknesses of that
analogy? (Monday)

6. “Love is not one gift among many. It is the means through which all of the gifts reach
their ultimate purpose.” Carl Cosaert, Andrews Bible Commentary, p. 1643. The
climax of Paul’s outline of spiritual gifts is a sublime chapter on love. Read 1
Corinthians 13:1-7. What is the relationship between the spiritual gifts and love?
(Tuesday)

7. According to the lesson, the gift of tongues was the Spirit-granted ability to speak
other languages. If that is so, why would the Corinthians be so excited about it?
Read 1 Corinthians 12:10, 30; 14:5, 13, 26-27. What particular instructions did Paul
give regarding the gift of tongues? (Wednesday)

8. Read Ephesians 4:11-13 and 1 Corinthians 14:3-4. What do these passages say about
the purpose of spiritual gifts in general and the gift of prophecy in particular?
(Thursday)

9. Read Revelation 1:2, 12:17 and 19:10. What is the gift of prophecy according to
these passages? Is it the same as in 1 Corinthians or is it something different?
(Thursday)

10. “Let men go forth to labor, trusting in the Lord, and He will go with them, convicting
and converting souls. One worker may be a ready speaker, another a ready writer,
another may have the gift of sincere, earnest, fervent prayer, another the gift of
singing. Another may have special power to explain the word of God with clearness.
And each gift is to become a power for God because He co-operates with the
worker. To one God gives the word of wisdom, to another knowledge, to another
faith. But all are to work under the same head. The diversity of gifts leads to a
diversity of operations, ‘but it is the same God which worketh all in all’ (1 Cor. 12:6).

“Let no man despise the supposed lesser gifts. Let all go to work. Let no one fold his

hands in unbelief because he thinks that he can do no mighty work. Cease looking at
self. Look to your Leader. In meekness, sincerity, and love do what you can.”—Ellen

G. White, in The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, April 12, 1906. (Friday)

11. Why do Seventh-day Adventists as a church believe the Ellen G. White manifested
the gift of prophecy? How much of a blessing has this been to the church? What are
the challenges in knowing how best to use this gift? (Friday)
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Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

“His gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors
and teachers, for the equipment of the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body
of Christ,” that’s the church, the whole church, “until we all attain to the unity.” Now, isn’t that
the subject of Ephesians and Colossians, and other places? He wants to bring unity in the
family. He wants to make for peace and an end to hostility. All right. “Until we all attain to the
unity that is made possible by the tightly cinched baling wire of rules and regulations and a fear
of final judgment and torment.” That’s no unity at all, is it? It says, “Until we all attain,” now the
versions vary. Mine, the Revised Standard, says, “to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge
of the Son of God.”

The “unity of the faith.” What’s that? Now, some would say, “Until they all believe the same
thing. They have the creed, and they all subscribe to it. We had to tie a few to the stake, and
burn a few, but now we have unity.” That’s no good either, is it?

So | love, | think it’s the New English Bible has, “The unity inherent in our faith.” That would be
my preference.

“The unity inherent in our faith, and our knowledge of the Son of God.” That is, we now know
the truth about our God as revealed by His Son, and we like it. And it has won us back to trust
and faith. In other words, we all love, trust, admire, and worship the same God. Why, that
makes for unity! Doesn’t it? Because what is it about God that has won us? Isn’t it that He
values nothing higher than our freedom? And all the laws that He’s given were just for our
protection. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God inall 66 -1 & 2
Corinthians, recorded May 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above
reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/63MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/64MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Further Study with Ellen White

The Lord has not qualified any one of us to bear the burden of the work alone. He has
associated together men of different minds, that they may counsel with and assist one another.
In this way the deficiency in the experience and the abilities of one is supplied by the
experience and the abilities of another. We should all study carefully the instruction given in
Corinthians and Ephesians regarding our relation to one another as members of the body of
Christ. {TDG 154.2}

God will today endow men and women with power from above, as He endowed those who on
the day of Pentecost heard the word of salvation. At this very hour His Spirit and His grace are
for all who need them and will take Him at His word. {FLB 292.7}
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The gifts are already ours in Christ, but their actual possession depends upon our reception of
the Spirit of God. ... {FLB 292.8}

If they are connected with Christ, if the gifts of the Spirit are theirs, the poorest and most
ignorant of His disciples will have a power that will tell upon hearts. God makes them the
channel for the outworking of the highest influence in the universe. {FLB 292.9}

From the endless variety of plants and flowers, we may learn an important lesson. All blossoms
are not the same in form or color. Some possess healing virtues. Some are always fragrant.
There are professing Christians who think it their duty to make every Christian like themselves.
This is man’s plan, not the plan of God. In the church of God there is room for characters as
varied as are the flowers in a garden. In His spiritual garden there are many varieties of
flowers.—Letter 95, 1902. {Ev 99.1}

God has put men and women in possession of precious gifts. To different ones He has given
different gifts. Not all have the same strength of character or the same depth of knowledge. But
each one is to use his gifts in the Master’s service, however small this gift may seem to be. The
faithful steward trades wisely on the goods entrusted to him. {UL 379.3}

Unity in diversity is God’s plan. Among the followers of Christ there is to be the blending of
diverse elements, one adapted to the other, and each to do its special work for God. Every
individual has his place in the filling up of one great plan bearing the stamp of Christ’s image. . .
. One is fitted to do a certain work, another has a different work for which he is adapted,
another has a still different line; but each is to be the complement of the others. . .. The Spirit
of God, working in and through the diverse elements, will produce harmony of action. . .. There
is to be only one master spirit—the Spirit of Him who is infinite in wisdom, and in whom all the
diverse elements meet in beautiful, matchless unity. ... {OHC 169.2}

Christ came to this world to show that by receiving power from on high, man can live an
unsullied life. With unwearying patience and sympathetic helpfulness He met men in their
necessities. By the gentle touch of grace He banished from the soul unrest and doubt, changing
enmity to love, and unbelief to confidence. {MH 25.1}

He passed no human being by as worthless, but sought to apply the healing remedy to every
soul. In whatever company He found Himself, He presented a lesson appropriate to the time
and the circumstances. Every neglect or insult shown by men to their fellow men only made
Him more conscious of their need of His divine-human sympathy. He sought to inspire with
hope the roughest and most unpromising, setting before them the assurance that they might
become blameless and harmless, attaining such a character as would make them the children of
God. {9T 191.2}

To take people right where they are, whatever their position, whatever their condition, and
help them in every way possible—this is gospel ministry. ... {MM 238.1}
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Christ’s followers have been redeemed for service. Our Lord teaches that the true object of life
is ministry. Christ Himself was a worker, and to all His followers He gives the law of service—
service to God and to their fellow men. Here Christ has presented to the world a higher
conception of life than they had ever known. By living to minister for others, man is brought
into connection with Christ. The law of service becomes the connecting link which binds us to
God and to our fellow men. {COL 326.3}

Kind, tender, compassionate words will flow from sanctified hearts and lips. {SD 180.7}

The most persuasive eloquence is the word that is spoken in love and sympathy. Such words
will bring light to confused minds and hope to the discouraged, brightening the prospect before
them. {OHC 295.5}

It should be our aim to bring all the pleasantness possible into our lives, and to do all the
kindness possible to those around us. Kind words are never lost. Jesus records them as if
spoken to Himself. Sow the seeds of kindness, of love, and of tenderness, and they will blossom
and bear fruit. {OHC 293.5}

The promise of the Holy Spirit is not limited to any age or to any race. Christ declared that the
divine influence of His Spirit was to be with His followers unto the end. From the Day of
Pentecost to the present time, the Comforter has been sent to all who have yielded themselves
fully to the Lord and to His service. To all who have accepted Christ as a personal Saviour, the
Holy Spirit has come as a counselor, sanctifier, guide, and witness. The more closely believers
have walked with God, the more clearly and powerfully have they testified of their Redeemer’s
love and of His saving grace. The men and women who through the long centuries of
persecution and trial enjoyed a large measure of the presence of the Spirit in their lives, have
stood as signs and wonders in the world. Before angels and men they have revealed the
transforming power of redeeming love. {AA 49.2}

Jesus looked upon the world in its fallen state with infinite pity. He took humanity upon Himself
that He might touch and elevate humanity. He came to seek and to save that which was lost. He
reached to the very depth of human misery and woe, to take man as He found him, a being
tainted with corruption, degraded with vice, depraved by sin, and united with Satan in
apostasy, and elevate him to a seat upon His throne. {FE 199.1}

The work of transformation from unholiness to holiness is a continuous one. Day by day God
labors for man’s sanctification, and man is to cooperate with Him, putting forth persevering
efforts in the cultivation of right habits. He is to add grace to grace; and as he thus works on the
plan of addition, God works for him on the plan of multiplication. Our Saviour is always ready to
hear and answer the prayer of the contrite heart, and grace and peace are multiplied to His
faithful ones. Gladly He grants them the blessings they need in their struggle against the evils
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that beset them. . .. Glorious is the hope before the believer as he advances by faith toward the
heights of Christian perfection! {ML 101.3}

In the great closing work we shall meet with perplexities that we know not how to deal with;
but let us not forget that the three great powers of heaven are working, that a divine hand is on
the wheel, and that God will bring His promises to pass. He will gather from the world a people
who will serve Him in righteousness. {8T 254.1}

In the annals of human history, the growth of nations, the rise and fall of empires, appear as if
dependent on the will and prowess of man; the shaping of events seems, to a great degree, to
be determined by his power, ambition, or caprice. But in the Word of God the curtain is drawn
aside, and we behold, above, behind, and through all the play and counterplay of human
interest and power and passions, the agencies of the All-merciful One, silently, patiently
working out the counsels of His own will.—PK 499, 500 (c. 1914). {LDE 29.5}

Not one cloud has fallen upon the church that God has not prepared for; not one opposing
force has risen to counterwork the work of God but He has foreseen. All has taken place as He
has predicted through His prophets. He has not left His church in darkness, forsaken, but has
traced in prophetic declarations what would occur, and through His providence, acting in its
appointed place in the world’s history, He has brought about that which His Holy Spirit inspired
the prophets to foretell. All His purposes will be fulfilled and established. His law is linked with
His throne, and satanic agencies combined with human agencies cannot destroy it. Truth is
inspired and guarded by God; it will live, and will succeed, although it may appear at times to be
overshadowed. The gospel of Christ is the law exemplified in character. The deceptions
practiced against it, every device for vindicating falsehood, every error forged by satanic
agencies, will eventually be eternally broken, and the triumph of truth will be like the appearing
of the sun at noonday. The Sun of Righteousness shall shine forth with healing in His wings, and
the whole earth shall be filled with His glory. {2SM 108.2}
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| Sabbath School Study Notes

Third Quarter 2026: 1 and 2 Corinthians
Lesson 7 “A Portrait of Love”

Read for this week’s study

1 Corinthia

ns 13; Matthew 24:12; Galatians 5:22, 23; 1 Timothy 1:14; 1 John 4:8.

Memory Text

“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love”
(1 Corinthians 13:13, NIV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
Il.
Il.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Questions
Facilitator:

1.

Introduction

The Essentialness of Love
What Love Does

What Love Does Not Do
A Portrait of Jesus

Faith, Hope, and Love
Further Study

and Notes for Consideration
Daniel Duda

“There are many remarkable passages about love in the New Testament. [...] But
nothing compares to 1 Corinthians 13. Last week, we saw that without love, all things,
even spiritual gifts, are worthless. This week, we will look more deeply into

1 Corinthians 13 and its marvelous portrait of love. (Sabbath Afternoon)

Even though many people know chapter 13 mainly through it being read at weddings,
as though it was simply a detached poem, it does not stand by itself. What are the
dangers of taking this love poem out of its context and applying it topically?

This chapter is a second movement of a symphony, with chapter 12 being the first
part and chapter 14 being the third part. The whole section is about corporate
worship and use of different spiritual gifts by different members of a worshiping
congregation.

Before we can truly understand what love does, we need to appreciate what makes
love so essential (13:1-3; Matthew 24:12; Sunday’s lesson). Paul writes this poem as a
prescription for solving the sickness in the church body in Corinth. The believers had
spiritual gifts, but their use of them lacked spiritual grace. Paul reminds them that love
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10.

11.

12.

13.

puts quality into service (13:1-3). Our words and actions must be helpful to other
people. This shows how vital love is.

Monday’s lesson looks at what love does (vs. 4-7). What does it mean to “show
patience,” “bear all things,” “believe all things,” “hope all things,” and “endure all
things”? If the purpose of this section is to bring maturity into character, how does
that change our understanding of it? Is there a “believing all things,” “hoping all
things,” and “enduring all things” that shows immaturity?

Tuesday’s lesson looks at what love does not do (vs. 4-7). Why does Paul mention the
negative, rather than only the positive, characteristics of love? The Corinthians were
impatient with each other, suing each other, tolerating open sin in their church, and
creating all sorts of problems in their church.

One of the best things to do with a passage like this is to reflect on ways in which we
see this quality in Jesus himself (Wednesday’s lesson). This will protect us from feeling
good about ourselves and help us from feeling frustrated about our lack of moral
growth.

The final part of this poem (vs. 8-13) explains that love is one of the things which will
last into God’s new world (Thursday’s lesson). Therefore, love matters far more than
the things which will pass away — which include most of the things that the
Corinthians were most concerned about.

This should protect us from seeing the moral demands of Christian life in the
framework of duty — they are presented here in the framework of God’s future. Love
is like God’s river, flowing into the future, across the border into a country where
there is no pride, no jostling for positions, no contention among God’s people.

Paul wants the Corinthians to learn to think in terms of God’s future and its relation to
the present (see ch. 15). The transition from the present to the future will be easier if
they consider three images: a) child growing to maturity; b) looking into a mirror; c)
things that are partial and things that are complete (vs. 9-12).

Paul didn’t write chapter 13 as a stand-alone “love poem”. He deliberately wedged it
between chapters 12 and 14 to correct a church problem: spiritual status-seeking that
was tearing the community apart. So “love” in chapter 13 is not an abstract
sentiment. It is an attitude that must be expressed in life, in deeds and in words: it is
the social ethic that makes these gifts actually serve and build up the body. Without
love, gifts become religious noise—impressive, but pointless and even harmful.

How would putting chs. 12-14 into the cosmic conflict framework make it more
meaningful? Paul’s concern is whether the church’s life displays the character of God
or reproduces the logic of the rebellion. God’s enemy will hijack gifts and turn them
into a currency of status (“who is more spiritual?”). A “spiritual” gift used without love
will serve the opposite of the Spirit’s intention—bringing division, shame, and
domination.

The Cosmic Conflict illustrates what “one body, many members” means: Unity is not
uniformity, everyone being the same. Unity is diverse members honoring one another
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and coordinating their activities for the common mission. This kind of unity is itself

a victory, because division and suspicion are among the enemy’s oldest strategies.

A “reconciled diversity” serves as a sign to the universe, “Out of our differences, God
can still create one family.”

14. Chapters 12—14 are all about power (spiritual power, social power, verbal power). The
Cosmic Conflict helps us see love as the way God refuses coercion: God does not win
by overpowering; He wins by self-giving truth and love. Therefore, the church must
never use spiritual language or giftedness or anything else to control, shame, or
silence. Imagine what would happen if God had a community like that!

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

As you know, this idea that “love is the fulfilling of the law” was certainly not new with Paul.
Jesus had said the same thing to the inquiring lawyer. But the first one to say it was Moses. Jesus
and Paul quoted the man who was instrumental in giving the commandments in the first place.
Look at Deuteronomy 6:5: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your strength.” (NIV) That is one half of it. Then look in Leviticus 19:17, 18: “Do not hate
your brother in your heart . . . But love your neighbor as yourself.” (NIV) Jesus quoted that from
Moses, right from the beginning. But you cannot really command things like love, and “not hating
your brother in your heart,” can you? But when people are misbehaving, you may say so as an
emergency measure. But that is all it is. It doesn’t provide the lasting motivation that God
desires.

Then, since even love is not clearly understood, and think how it has been grossly perverted
through the years, Paul added 1 Corinthians 13:4-6. This love that we’re talking about that is the
fulfilling of the law “is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude.
Love does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong,
but rejoices in the right.” (RSV) Imagine living in a community where everyone lives as described
in the Ten Commandments! That means everybody loves God and everybody loves everybody
else, which means that no one is ever rude or arrogant, or impatient. No one insists on having his
own way. Can you imagine living in such a community? Would you be free?

Then you go down to the details of the Decalogue. No one ever steals. No one ever kills. No one
ever hates. No one ever lies. Everyone can be trusted. And even more than that, look at number
ten. People not only never do anything wrong—no one ever wants to. That’s the meaning of
number ten, the one that bothered Paul so much at first. He thought God was interfering too
much when He got in that deep. And finally, Paul said that that is what really guarantees our
freedom. We will live in a place where people not only never do anything wrong, they will never
even want to. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #12,
“God’s Law is No Threat to Our Freedom” recorded April 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen
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to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link:
http://pkp.cc/12MMCAG

Now, who are mature grown-ups? Those who have their faculties trained by practice to
distinguish good from evil. Now, is that not the mark of a grown-up person? And this is the
meaning of perfection in the Bible. It means being grown up and acting in a mature manner.

Of course, when you stop to think of maturity in terms of keeping God’s law, all right, what does
it mean to keep God’s law? To love. And what does it mean to love; 1 Corinthians 13? It means to
behave like a grown-up. Doesn’t 1 Corinthians say, “When | was a child, | behaved like a child. But
now that | am grown up, | am patient. I’'m kind. I’'m not arrogant. I'm not rude.” You see. | mean 1
Corinthians 13 says the same thing. So it does have a lot to do with the quality of our character
and the way we behave. But | think it makes it much more obtainable to say that after we have
been reborn, we should grow up and become mature, and act like mature people. {Graham
Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in all 66 — Hebrews, recorded July
1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the
following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/73MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/74MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Further Study with Ellen White

When love fills the heart, it will flow out to others, not because of favors received from them, but
because love is the principle of action. Love modifies the character, governs the impulses,
subdues enmity, and ennobles the affections. This love is as broad as the universe, and is in
harmony with that of the angel workers. Cherished in the heart, it sweetens the entire life and
sheds its blessing upon all around. It is this, and this only, that can make us the salt of the earth.
{MB 38.1}

Love is the basis of godliness. Whatever the profession, no man has pure love to God unless he
has unselfish love for his brother. But we can never come into possession of this spirit by trying
to love others. What is needed is the love of Christ in the heart. When self is merged in Christ,
love springs forth spontaneously. The completeness of Christian character is attained when the
impulse to help and bless others springs constantly from within—when the sunshine of heaven
fills the heart and is revealed in the countenance. {COL 384.2}

The glory of heaven is in lifting up the fallen, comforting the distressed. And wherever Christ
abides in human hearts, He will be revealed in the same way. Wherever it acts, the religion of
Christ will bless. Wherever it works, there is brightness. {COL 386.1}

All this is but a fulfillment of the principle of the law,—the principle that is illustrated in the story
of the good Samaritan, and made manifest in the life of Jesus. His character reveals the true
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significance of the law, and shows what is meant by loving our neighbor as ourselves. And when
the children of God manifest mercy, kindness, and love toward all men, they also are witnessing
to the character of the statutes of heaven. {DA 505.1}

Holiness is wholeness to God. The soul is surrendered to God. The will, and even the thoughts,
are brought into subjection to the will of Christ. The love of Jesus fills the soul, and is constantly
going out in a clear, refreshing stream, to make glad the hearts of others (MS 33, 1911).

{6BC 1076.2}

Christ brings all true believers into complete oneness with Himself, even the oneness which exists
between Him and His Father. The true children of God are bound up with one another and with
their Saviour. They are one with Christ in God. {SD 293.5}

To love as Christ loved means to manifest unselfishness at all times and in all places, by kind
words and pleasant looks. These cost those who give them nothing, but they leave behind a
fragrance that surrounds the soul. Their effect can never be estimated. Not only are they a
blessing to the receiver, but to the giver; for they react upon him. Genuine love is a precious
attribute of heavenly origin, which increases in fragrance in proportion as it is dispensed to
others. ... {5BC 1140.4}

Christ’s love is deep and earnest, flowing like an irrepressible stream to all who will accept it.
There is no selfishness in His love. If this heaven-born love is an abiding principle in the heart, it
will make itself known, not only to those we hold most dear in sacred relationship, but to all with
whom we come in contact. It will lead us to bestow little acts of attention, to make concessions,
to perform deeds of kindness, to speak tender, true, encouraging words. It will lead us to
sympathize with those whose hearts hunger for sympathy (MS 17, 1899). {5BC 1140.5}

Happiness drawn from earthly sources is as changeable as varying circumstances can make it; but
the peace of Christ is a constant and abiding peace. It does not depend upon any circumstances
in life, on the amount of worldly goods or the number of earthly friends. Christ is the fountain of
living water, and happiness drawn from Him can never fail. {MB 16.2}

The angels of glory find their joy in giving,—giving love and tireless watchcare to souls that are
fallen and unholy. Heavenly beings woo the hearts of men; they bring to this dark world light
from the courts above; by gentle and patient ministry they move upon the human spirit, to bring
the lost into a fellowship with Christ which is even closer than they themselves can know.

{DA 21.1}

Your compassionate Redeemer is watching you in love and sympathy, ready to hear your prayers,
and render you the assistance which you need in your life-work. Love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
gentleness, faith and charity are the elements of the Christian character. These precious graces
are the fruits of the Spirit. They are the Christian’s crown and shield. . . . Nothing can give more
perfect content and satisfaction. {SD 32.4}
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When the love of Christ is enshrined in the heart, like sweet fragrance it cannot be hidden. The
holy influence it reflects through the character will be manifest to all. Christ will be formed
within, “the hope of glory.” {HP 244.5}

Kind words simply spoken, little attentions simply bestowed, will sweep away the clouds of
temptation which gather over the soul. The true expression of heaven-born sympathy has power
to open the door of hearts that need the fragrance of Christlike words, and the simple, delicate
touch of the spirit of Christ’s love. {MH 354.4}

Tender, compassionate, sympathetic, ever considerate of others, He represented the character
of God, and was constantly engaged in service for God and man. {8T 286.4}

A tender spirit, a gentle, winning deportment, may save the erring and hide a multitude of sins.
The revelation of Christ in your own character will have a transforming power upon all with
whom you come in contact. Let Christ be daily made manifest in you, and He will reveal through
you the creative energy of His word—a gentle, persuasive, yet mighty influence to re-create
other souls in the beauty of the Lord our God. {MB 128.3}

Kind words are never lost. Jesus records them as if spoken to Himself. Sow the seeds of kindness,
of love, and of tenderness, and they will blossom and bear fruit (MS 33, 1911). {6BC 1118.2}

God is the source of life and light and joy to the universe. Like rays of light from the sun, like the
streams of water bursting from a living spring, blessings flow out from Him to all His creatures.
And wherever the life of God is in the hearts of men, it will flow out to others in love and
blessing. {SC 77.1}

The life of Christ was a life charged with a divine message of the love of God, and He longed
intensely to impart this love to others in rich measure. Compassion beamed from His
countenance, and His conduct was characterized by grace and humility, love and truth.
{OHC 366.4}

Every human being is the object of loving interest to Him who gave His life that He might bring
men back to God. Souls guilty and helpless, liable to be destroyed by the arts and snares of Satan,
are cared for as a shepherd cares for the sheep of his flock. {MH 162.1}

Love to man is the earthward manifestation of the love of God. It was to implant this love, to
make us children of one family, that the King of glory became one with us. And when His parting
words are fulfilled, “Love one another, as | have loved you” (John 15:12); when we love the world
as He has loved it, then for us His mission is accomplished. We are fitted for heaven; for we have
heaven in our hearts. {DA 641.3}

The religion of Christ means more than the forgiveness of sin; it means taking away our sins, and
filling the vacuum with the graces of the Holy Spirit. It means divine illumination, rejoicing in God.
It means a heart emptied of self, and blessed with the abiding presence of Christ. When Christ
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reigns in the soul, there is purity, freedom from sin. The glory, the fullness, the completeness of
the gospel plan is fulfilled in the life. The acceptance of the Saviour brings a glow of perfect
peace, perfect love, perfect assurance. The beauty and fragrance of the character of Christ
revealed in the life testifies that God has indeed sent His Son into the world to be its Saviour. . . .
{LHU 292.6}

The encounter with the demoniacs of Gergesa had a lesson for the disciples. It showed the
depths of degradation to which Satan is seeking to drag the whole human race, and the mission
of Christ to set men free from his power. {DA 341.1}

But not to any class is Christ’s love restricted. He identifies Himself with every child of humanity.
That we might become members of the heavenly family, He became a member of the earthly
family. He is the Son of man, and thus a brother to every son and daughter of Adam. His
followers are not to feel themselves detached from the perishing world around them. They are a
part of the great web of humanity; and Heaven looks upon them as brothers to sinners as well as
to saints. The fallen, the erring, and the sinful, Christ’s love embraces; and every deed of kindness
done to uplift a fallen soul, every act of mercy, is accepted as done to Him. {DA 638.4}

God is love. Like rays of light from the sun, love and light and joy flow out from Him to all His
creatures. It is His nature to give. His very life is the outflow of unselfish love. {MB 77.2}

Every manifestation of creative power is an expression of infinite love. The sovereignty of God
involves fullness of blessing to all created beings. {PP 33.2}

God is love, God is life. It is the prerogative of God to redeem, reconstruct, and restore.
{HP 291.2}

Christ, the Light of the world, veiled the dazzling splendor of His divinity and came to live as
a man among men, that they might, without being consumed, become acquainted with their
Creator. No man has seen God at any time except as He is revealed through Christ. {8T 265.2}

We know that in sadness and grief we feel very frail, but we know that Jesus is right by our side
to sympathize with us, and He will help us. We can commune with our best Friend; He is right by
our side. We need not go into the heavens to bring Him down, for He is right by us to help us.
{CTr 42.4}

The heart of God yearns over His earthly children with a love stronger than death. In giving up His
Son, He has poured out to us all heaven in one gift. The Saviour’s life and death and intercession,
the ministry of angels, the pleading of the Spirit, the Father working above and through all, the
unceasing interest of heavenly beings,—all are enlisted in behalf of man’s redemption. {SC 21.2}

He has redeemed us out of the careless world and has chosen us to become members of the
royal family, sons and daughters of the heavenly King. He invites us to trust in Him with a trust
deeper and stronger than that of a child in his earthly father. {ML 289.5}
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Pine Knol

| Sabbath School Study Notes

Third Quarter 2026: 1 and 2 Corinthians
Lesson 8 “The Power of Christ’s Resurrection”

Read for this week’s study

1 Corinthia

ns 15; Luke 24:44-47; Revelation 20:5, 6; Colossians 2:12; 2 Timothy 1:12;

1 Thessalonians 4:13-17.

Memory Text

“And if Chr
is not risen

ist is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. . .. And if Christ
, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins!” (1 Corinthians 15:14-17, NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
Il.
Il.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Questions
Facilitator:

1.

Introduction

Proclaiming the Resurrection of Christ
The Risen Christ, Our Only Hope!
Christ, the Firstfruits

The Resurrected Body

Final Victory Over Death

Further Study

and Notes for Consideration
Daniel Duda

“This week we will focus on 1 Corinthians 15 and its teaching on the resurrection of
Christ. Influenced by the surrounding pagan worldview, some in Corinth were saying
that there is no resurrection. In response, Paul affirms the resurrection of Christ as our
only hope of salvation.” (Sabbath Afternoon)

One of the distinctive doctrines of Christian faith is the resurrection of the body — both
the raising of Jesus three days after his crucifixion and the expected resurrection of
believers at the end of the age. It was the centrality of resurrection that served to
distinguish orthodox Christian faith from gnostic interpretations in the first centuries of
the early church.

The first eleven verses of 1 Corinthians 15 focus on Jesus’ resurrection as central to the
gospel message, while the rest of the chapter contains a lengthy clarification of the
nature of resurrection (in response to misunderstandings in the early church). Why is
the resurrection of Jesus treated as a nonnegotiable core of the gospel (1-11)? (Sunday’s
lesson)
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4, What we need to be clear about is what the word ‘resurrection’ itself meant for Paul and
his hearers. It did not mean ‘life after death’. It was never a general term for any and
every belief about what might happen to people after they die. Very specifically it meant
that people who were already dead would be given new bodies and would return to an
embodied life very similar to the one they had had before. This belief had been denied
throughout the pagan world and also by powerful Jewish aristocrats called the
Sadducees.

5. Monday’s lesson focuses on vs. 12-19 where Paul’s careful argument is designed to
show the Corinthians what would follow if there was no resurrection (as all pagans
believed). If the resurrection event did not happen, then the world has not been
changed. This reduces Christianity to a form of spirituality, a ‘new’ religion to take its
place alongside the other religions in the marketplace of ancient pluralism.

6. What does it mean to say that Jesus is the “firstfruits” (15:20-23)? Tuesday’s lesson)
What does this section tell us about God’s way of putting the world into its proper shape
(24-28)? How is that connected and different from the Jewish expectations of God’s
kingdom when Israel’s God would become the king over the whole world?

7. What is Paul discussing in verses 35-41 regarding the two types of bodies? (Wednesday’s
lesson) Why is this significant? Notice that Paul never mentioned heaven in the previous
section. Resurrection is not an immediate future for those who die, it is what happens
when Jesus reappears as king (‘royal arrival’ using the language of an emperor coming
back to Rome), when the death will be conquered.

8. Paul explains what happens when the dead are raised in their new bodies, when the
whole creation is liberated from decay to share the freedom and glory of God’s children.
For this to happen for the righteous living, their bodies must be ‘changed’ (rather than
die), according to Paul’s description of the resurrection in vs. 51-55. They will be
transformed so that corruption and decay will have no more power over them. The
outcome is ‘non-corruption’ rather than being ‘spiritual’.

9. The Greek verb allasso [=change] is used twice (v. 51, 52) and describes the transition
from mortality to immortality. It is the same verb used in Psalm 102:26 (LXX; cf. Hebrews
1:12) to describe God changing the heaven and earth like a garment when they are worn
out. Why is this parallel so important, that God is replacing the perishable earth with
one more permanent?

10. Thursday’s lesson focuses on the final victory over death (vs 54-57). It provides further
evidence that New Testament eschatology is restorative, comprehensive and wholistic.
What will characterize your life if you really believe in the resurrection and return of
Jesus (15:58)?

11. Christianity is not a set of ideas. It is not a path to spirituality. It is not a rule of life. It is
not a political agenda. It includes and gives energy to all those things, but at its very
heart, it is something different. It is good news about the Christ event which has
happened in the world and because of this event the world can never be the same again.
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12. And those who believe it, who live by it, will never be the same either. No work truly
done in love, no word earnestly spoken, no compassion selflessly shown, no sacrifice
freely made was ever made in vain. That’s what 1 Corinthians 15 is all about.

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

Graham: By the way, speaking of the second death, if Jesus died to pay the legal penalty, and the
legal penalty is the second death, and the serious thing about the second death is that you never
rise again; and again, He died to pay the legal penalty, then He should still be in the grave.

Lou: If He were operating on a strict, legal system?
Graham: If He were on a strictly legal system.
Lou: There could be no resurrection.

Graham: Because He went up to heaven on Sunday, none of us is paid up and we are in serious
legal trouble.

Lou: So the resurrection is one of the most significant reasons why the strictly legal model would
not be adequate.

Graham: When He went to heaven, the angels didn’t say, “Wait a minute. You are supposed to stay
dead for eternity to pay the price for sin. Hurry back, we won’t tell anybody we saw You out of the
grave.” No, they said, “It’s more than enough. You could have come up on Friday!” {Graham
Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #8 with Lou Venden, “The Most
Costly and Convincing Evidence” recorded March 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the
entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/8MMCAG

Lou: The “substitutionary,” that comes in, say more about that. The “vicarious.”

Graham: Ah. He died in our stead. He died as the substitution. In a way, it’s very true. | mean, either
He dies or we die. However, that’s where the comparison ends, because if God has let you and me
and all other sinners die, all it would have done is prove the truthfulness of His warning, “If you sin,
you will die.” And God could say to the universe, “Was | right? | said sinners would die, and look,
they’re dead.” But the universe would not have had answers to questions two and three that | just
mentioned. When Jesus died, there was no doubt in the minds of the universe that God was not
killing His Son. They were clear about that. And the death of Christ answers all those three
guestions. So it’s not either us or Him. His death was infinitely more significant than ours. But had
He not died, then what else could God do but leave us to reap the consequences and we all would
have died. So in a sense, yes. He died in our stead, but beyond that there’s no comparison.
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Lou: But not as a payoff. It’s not one or the other.

Graham: It’s not His death is equal to all of ours. His death is infinitely more significant than the
death of every sinful man or angel who has ever lived. The death of angels and men would not have
answered the questions.

Lou: What you're saying then, is that just a simple “satisfaction” idea doesn’t encompass what’s
involved at all, does it?

Graham: Oh, it makes it much too small. | think it puts God in a very bad light, and it doesn’t answer
the questions of the Great Controversy. Many folk who prefer those understandings of the plan of
salvation do not understand there has been a universe-wide great controversy over the character
and government of God. And do you remember at our first meeting, | brought along the evidence
that even Luther, hero of the Christian world that he is, could not conceive of these larger issues
because he couldn’t include the book of Revelation—let alone Hebrews, James and Jude. And this
has been the pattern through the years. Not many have seen the sixty-sixth book picture of a
universe-wide controversy over the character and government of God. And so they have seen the
death of Christ as primarily a plan just to save you and me, for which we are very grateful. It’s just
that the larger view makes the cross much more significant. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the
audio series, Conversations About God, #8 with Lou Venden, “The Most Costly and Convincing
Evidence” recorded March 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above
reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/8MMCAG

And | think of my father devoting all his life to describing the nearness of the end and my father
died now 19 years ago. I’'m sure he thought he’d be alive to see the Lord come. Of course, the Lord
very kindly has arranged for that in Thessalonians. He says the dead in Christ shall rise first. And will
they be aware they’ve been asleep? No. So | can just see my father saying, “I told you I’d be alive to
see the Lord come” and all the rest of us. So they won’t be aware they’d missed it at all.

Mrs. Anderson told me just as we were getting ready for the funeral for Elder R.A. Anderson that
my husband always told me that he’d be alive to see the Lord come. | said, “You know he will be,”
won’t he? Isn’t it just like the Lord to raise them first so they will not feel they’ve been at any
disadvantage from having fallen asleep? And our view of the state of the dead is so good. It’s a
dreamless sleep, it’s as if you’ve just gone to bed and woken up the next morning from the best
sleep you’ve ever had. And there the Lord will be coming. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the
audio presentation, We’ve Camped Around This Mountain Long Enough, #1, recorded July 1989,
South Dakota Conference Ministers Meeting} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference,
click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/1MMCAMPED
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Further Study with Ellen White

The resurrection of Jesus was a sample of the final resurrection of all who sleep in Him. The risen
body of the Saviour, His deportment, the accents of His speech, were all familiar to His followers. In
like manner will those who sleep in Jesus rise again. We shall know our friends even as the disciples
knew Jesus. Though they may have been deformed, diseased, or disfigured in this mortal life, yet in
their resurrected and glorified body their individual identity will be perfectly preserved, and we
shall recognize, in the face radiant with the light shining from the face of Jesus, the lineaments of
those we love. {FLB 180.3}

After His resurrection He tarried on earth for a season, that His disciples might become familiar
with Him in His risen and glorified body. Now He was ready for the leave-taking. He had
authenticated the fact that He was a living Saviour. His disciples need no longer associate Him with
the tomb. They could think of Him as glorified before the heavenly universe. {LHU 100.2}

Christ could not have come to this earth with the glory that He had in the heavenly courts. Sinful
human beings could not have borne the sight. He veiled His divinity with the garb of humanity, but
He did not part with His divinity. A divine-human Saviour, He came to stand at the head of the
fallen race, to share in their experience from childhood to manhood (RH June 15, 1905).

{5BC 1128.2}

Christ had not exchanged His divinity for humanity; but He had clothed His divinity in humanity (RH
Oct. 29, 1895). {5BC 1128.3}

The atonement of Christ is not a mere skillful way to have our sins pardoned; it is a divine remedy
for the cure of transgression and the restoration of spiritual health. It is the Heaven-ordained
means by which the righteousness of Christ may be not only upon us but in our hearts and
characters (Letter 406, 1906). {6BC 1074.2}

Your mind may often be clouded because of pain. Then do not try to think, but just rest and show
that you have committed your soul to God as unto a faithful Creator. It is your privilege to show in
your weakness and suffering that you do not doubt the love of God toward you, that you know that
He is faithful who has promised, and that you trust soul and body in His hands, that He will keep
that which is committed to His trust. {2MCP 512.5}

Let us look to the monumental pillars, reminders of what the Lord has done to comfort us and to
save us from the hand of the destroyer. Let us keep fresh in our memory all the tender mercies that
God has shown us—the tears He has wiped away, the pains He has soothed, the anxieties removed,
the fears dispelled, the wants supplied, the blessings bestowed—thus strengthening ourselves for
all that is before us through the remainder of our pilgrimage. {OHC 135.5}

God has a tender care for His people. His ear is open unto their cry. | have no fears for God’s cause.
He will take care of His own cause. Our duty is to fill our lot and place, live...humble at the foot of
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the cross, and live faithful, holy lives before Him. While we do this we shall not be ashamed, but our
souls will confide in God with holy boldness. {RC 351.2}

That prayer of Christ embraces all His followers to the close of time. Our Saviour foresaw the trials
and dangers of His people; He is not unmindful of the dissensions and divisions that distract and
weaken His church. He is looking upon us with deeper interest and more tender compassion than
moves an earthly parent’s heart toward a wayward, afflicted child. He bids us learn of Him. He
invites our confidence. He bids us open our hearts to receive His love. He has pledged Himself to be
our helper. {5T 237.2}

God regards us as His children. He has redeemed us out of the careless world and has chosen us to
become members of the royal family, sons and daughters of the heavenly King. He invites us to
trust in Him with a trust deeper and stronger than that of a child in his earthly father. Parents love
their children, but the love of God is larger, broader, deeper, than human love can possibly be. It is
immeasurable. Then if earthly parents know how to give good gifts to their children, how much
more shall our Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him? {COL 142.1}

It is when we come into difficult places that He reveals His power and wisdom in answer to humble
prayer. Have confidence in Him as a prayer-hearing, prayer-answering God. He will reveal Himself
to you as One who can help in every emergency. He who created man, who gave him his wonderful
physical, mental, and spiritual faculties, will not withhold that which is necessary to sustain the life
He has given. He who has given us His word—the leaves of the tree of life—will not withhold from
us a knowledge of how to provide food for His needy children. {MH 199.4}

God always rewards the confidence of His people. The way to the throne of mercy is always open.
God sees the wants of His people as clearly in the darkness of midnight which surrounds them as in
the splendor of noonday. To look to God for help at all times, this is our safety. {TDG 199.2}

If you ask the help of God, you will not ask in vain. The Lord is at work in many ways to win your
hearty confidence. In nothing does He take more delight than to have you unburden, come to Him
for light and strength, and He has promised that you shall find rest to your soul. If you will find
heart and voice to pray, He will be sure to hear, and an arm will be reached down to save you.
There is a God that hears prayer, and when all other resources fail, He is your refuge, a very present
help in time of trouble. ... {TDG 184.4}

When Christ comes to gather to Himself those who have been faithful, the last trump will sound,
and the whole earth, from the summits of the loftiest mountains to the lowest recesses of the
deepest mines, will hear. The righteous dead will hear the sound of the last trump, and will come
forth from their graves, to be clothed with immortality, and to meet their Lord (SpT Series B, No. 2,
p. 24). {7BC 909.2}

Then the living saints and the risen ones raised their voices in a long, transporting shout of victory.
Those bodies that had gone down into the grave bearing the marks of disease and death came up in
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immortal health and vigor. The living saints are changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
and caught up with the risen ones, and together they meet their Lord in the air. Oh, what a glorious
meeting! Friends whom death had separated were united, never more to part. {EW 287.1}

The creative energy that called the worlds into existence is in the word of God. This word imparts
power; it begets life. Every command is a promise; accepted by the will, received into the soul, it
brings with it the life of the Infinite One. It transforms the nature and re-creates the soul in the
image of God. {Ed 126.4}

When temptations and trials rush in upon us, let us go to God and agonize with Him in prayer. He
will not turn us away empty, but will give us grace and strength to overcome, and to break the
power of the enemy. {AG 39.6}

Do not listen to Satan’s lies, but recount God’s promises. Gather the roses and the lilies and the
pinks. Talk of the promises of God. Talk faith. Trust in God, for He is your only hope. He is my only
hope. | have tremendous battles with Satan’s temptations to discouragements, but | will not yield
an inch. | will not give Satan an advantage over my body or my mind. {2MCP 807.5}
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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Third Quarter 2026: 1 and 2 Corinthians
Lesson 9 “Love-driven Ministry”

Read for this week’s study

2 Corinthia

ns 1:3-14; 2 Corinthians 2:17; 2 Corinthians 4:2; 1 Corinthians 16:5—7; 2 Corinthians 7:5—

13; 2 Corinthians 2:5-17.

Memory Text

“For out of much affliction and anguish of heart | wrote to you, with many tears, not that you should

be grieved,

NKJV).

but that you might know the love which | have so abundantly for you” (2 Corinthians 2:4,

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
Il.
Il.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Introduction

Thanksgiving

Simplicity and Sincerity

Changing Plans for Love

Forgiveness and Reaffirmation of Love
Triumph in Christ

Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration

Facilitator:

1.

Daniel Duda

“What we see in his letters to the Corinthians is some of the ‘deep concern’ that he had
for this church. Yet, amid it all, his love for them never failed, just as Christ’s love for us
never fails us. In fact, it was from Jesus that Paul learned to love the churches in a way
that reflects the love that Jesus has for us (2 Cor. 5:14; see 1 Cor. 11:1).” (Sabbath
Afternoon)

The second letter to the Corinthians is a very personal letter from Paul, where he opens
his heart and shares his deepest joys and sorrows. Being a Christian does not change that
we are all human and must be honest about our feelings and expressing them.

Sunday’s lesson focuses on thanksgiving based on 2 Corinthians 1:3-11. What is the
reason for Paul’s attitude of thanksgiving, and what is he thankful for?

One key word in 2 Corinthians is comfort (encouragement), which is used in one form or
another twenty-nine times. Chapter one shows that Christians need comfort (vs. 8-9),
receive comfort (vs. 3; 18-20) and share comfort (12-24). Actually, the word Paul uses is a
bit more many-sided than ‘comfort’. It can mean ‘to call someone to come near’ or ‘to
make a strong appeal’ or ‘to treat in an inviting or friendly way’. The whole idea is that
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

one person is being with another, giving them courage, new hope, new direction, new
insights which will alter the way they face the next moment, life’s next challenge.

God does not comfort us to make us comfortable, but to make us comforters. When Paul
suffers, the churches are comforted; when he is comforted, that comfort is passed on to
them too. The idea of the isolated individual, living his or her own life in a sealed off
compartment away from the rest of the world, is totally foreign to Paul.

Monday’s lesson emphasizes the sincerity of Paul in his dealings with the Corinthians
(1:12-14). Whoever had been stirring up suspicion against Paul, their accusations were
unfounded. In 2:17 he says that he is not like a trader on a street corner charging
whatever they can get away with and not worrying too much about the quality of what
they give.

Much of 2 Corinthians is devoted to Paul describing his ministry and explaining why he
had changed his plans about visiting them (chs. 1-7). But though Paul thinks he had good
reasons for his change of plan (1:23), some Corinthians implied bad intentions on Paul’s
part. How does Paul move from the Corinthians’ puzzlement about his travel plans to the
very center of the gospel and the hope it brings with a triple “Yes”? (1:15 — 2:4; Tuesday’s
lesson)

What does the fact that Paul changed his traveling plan tell us about the necessity
of flexibility in Christian life and ministry? Why is it important to be open to change when
needed?

How do you feel about the loss of what became known as “the severe letter” (see
2 Corinthians 2:3, 4; 7:8, 12)? What was the result of what he wrote to them, and what
was Paul’s reaction because of that result 7:5-13? (Wednesday’s lesson)

What can we learn about the church discipline from 2:5-11? What is the purpose of it?
Behind every issue of behavior and discipline within the church there is the larger issue of
what the living God is doing in this community and through this community in the world.
How do you see this in the cosmic conflict framework?

In the cosmic conflict, God’s aim is always restoration, not retribution. Put into a cosmic
conflict framework (God’s kingdom of restoring love vs. the Accuser’s kingdom of
suspicion, shame, and division), the passage becomes more than a pastoral “how-to.” It
becomes a window into how the church participates in God’s victory.

A gospel-shaped church is neither soft on sin nor hard on sinners. It is clear and kind—and
that combination is a refusal to define a person forever by their worst moment. It
becomes a public reversal of the Accuser’s narrative. A community that can both confront
wrong and restore the repentant becomes a powerful witness and displays the character
of God against the enemy’s caricature.

What cultural understanding is behind the imagery of 2:12-17? (Thursday’s lesson) How
do you understand that “God in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession” (vs. 14)?
What is the meaning of the fragrance metaphor (vs. 14-16)?

The image is saying: the gospel is not a private spirituality—the parade proclaims that
Christ has already won. And the shocking twist (very Pauline) is that unlike the Emperor,
God’s victory is displayed through apostles (and believers) who look weak, pressured, and
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afflicted. The cosmic conflict is won not by coercion but by cruciform love—God’s power
shown through self-giving.

15. The same aroma is received as life by some and death by others. In a cosmic-conflict
frame, this is not arbitrary; it reflects the fact that the gospel unmasks rival loyalties.
Christ’s lordship heals those who yield, but threatens systems built on pride, control, or
self-salvation.

16. When the church turns the gospel into a product, a brand, or a tool for gain, it stops
smelling like Christ and starts smelling like the marketplace. In the cosmic conflict,
integrity matters. Because the enemy traffics in distortion, and to protect the witness of
Christ, the church must always promote transparent motives, accountability, and refuse
to manipulate.

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

Well, then we have Romans 8:28 which says: Even though we can’t figure it out, in all things God
works for good with those who love Him. In the King James it says: “All things work together for
good with those who love God.” Which, if said a little carelessly, sounds like, “Well, don’t worry,
everything is going to be all right,” the way a T.V. program ends, “everything is going to be all right.”
No, in the Greek of the earlier manuscripts, the word for God is earlier in the sentence. And it reads:

“In all things God works for good with those who love him.

Now, would that be true if I'm reaping what I’'ve sown? | may have richly deserved this. Will God
work for good as | reap what I've sown? It’s obvious that He’s working for good when He’s
disciplining me, but even when | have brought this on myself, would He work for good?

There are many cases in scripture and in our own lives, we could match that. Of course, He’s this
kind of a God. That’s part of our faith. We know on the basis of the testimony of all sixty-six books
that the one who sent His Son to this earth would always work for good in everything for those who
love Him.

More than that, will God ever allow a man to be tested more than he is able to bear? 1 Corinthians
10:13. It says “tempt” in the older versions. The Greek word is more “test”. “God will never allow a
person to be tested more than he is able to bear.” Of course He won’t. We know He’s that kind of a
God. Too much testing would destroy us. How much testing can a little child take? He has to be kept
in a playpen, protected on all sides. How much testing did Job receive? Was he in a playpen with a
high wall all around? There was no protection for Job, except for his life. Think what a compliment
this was to Job. God did not allow Job to be tested more than he was able to bear, and God said to
Satan, “You can do anything you like to Job short of taking his life; that man can take it.”

Perhaps the reason some of us don’t have more trouble than we do, is that God will not allow us to
be tested more than we are able to bear, and we couldn’t bear very much. What if a person has a
great deal of trouble? Might this be involved? God will not allow us to be tested more than we are
able to bear. There’s a compliment in there perhaps. And if we have a right relationship of faith in
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God, Paul says that even the worst suffering, whatever may be the source of it, even if we can’t
figure out the reason for it, and often we can’t, but any kind of suffering can be accepted as a
blessing in disguise. In Romans 5 he says, “Since we have been restored to a right relationship with
God by faith”, justified by faith, “let us go on enjoying the peace we have with God.” In that
relationship, Paul says, “I even rejoice in my troubles, because | know that troubles produce
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces a hope that will never let
you down.” Phillips is marvelous in that passage; Romans 5, the first few verses.

That’s not the way a sick person rejoices in his troubles and gets satisfaction out of it. Who enjoys
trouble? But Paul says, “When the troubles come, knowing what | do about God, He’d never allow
me to be tested more than | am able to bear. In all things He works for good.” So he says, “when
troubles come, then | realize that these troubles, if | approach them in the right way, can produce
endurance and endurance produces character.” But this all depends upon whether or not we have
faith. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Faith, Righteousness and Salvation, #1, “The
Meaning of Faith, The Only Requirement for Salvation”, recorded February 1975, Lynwood,
California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/1MMFRS (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/2MMFRS (Part 2)

If you were ever asked to explain why you obey God (assuming that you do), what answer would you
give? Would you say, “I do what | do as a believer, because God has told me to and He has the power
to reward and destroy.” Is that why you don’t lie and murder? Nothing wrong in those things
themselves, but it upsets God when you do that—and that is a dangerous thing to do. This might be
all right for a beginner or for a little child, but it makes God’s laws seem so arbitrary. They have no
sense in themselves. That kind of obedience does not speak well and truly about our God.

Would you rather say, “I do what | do as a believer, because God has told me to, and | love Him and
want to please Him.” Is that why you don’t steal or commit adultery? It is not that you see anything
wrong in these things in themselves, it’s just that God doesn’t like it when we do that. He has been
so good to us, surely we owe it to Him to do the things He has asked us to do, whether they make
sense or not. Again, this does not speak well of God. It might be a little improvement from obeying
out of fear or desire for reward. But it still smacks of arbitrariness. It still does not speak well of God,
though that is often thought to be the antidote for the first one.

Could you say this? “I do what | do because more and more | am finding it to be right and sensible to
do so. How | admire and revere the one who so advised me and even commanded me in the days of
my ignorance and immaturity,” hastening to add, “being still somewhat ignorant and immature, | am
willing to listen to this God and to heed His commandments when He asks me to do something
beyond my present understanding.” That says that God is not arbitrary, but that everything He has
asked us to do makes such good sense, we should want to do it anyway. If you can say that, then
truly God’s law is not a threat to your freedom, and you thank Him for it. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt
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from the audio series, Conversations About God, #12, “God’s Law is No Threat to Our Freedom”
recorded April 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click
on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/12MMCAG

Further Study with Ellen White

In the secret place of prayer, where no eye but God’s can see, no ear but His can hear, we may pour
out our most hidden desires and longings to the Father of infinite pity, and in the hush and silence of
the soul that voice which never fails to answer the cry of human need will speak to our hearts.

{MB 84.3}

It is for our own benefit to keep every gift of God fresh in our memory. Thus faith is strengthened to
claim and to receive more and more. There is greater encouragement for us in the least blessing we
ourselves receive from God than in all the accounts we can read of the faith and experience of
others. . .. Let us then remember the loving-kindness of the Lord, and the multitude of His tender
mercies. {DA 348.2}

It is Satan’s work to fill men’s hearts with doubt. He leads them to look upon God as a stern judge.
He tempts them to sin, and then to regard themselves as too vile to approach their heavenly Father
or to excite His pity. The Lord understands all this. Jesus assures His disciples of God’s sympathy for
them in their needs and weaknesses. Not a sigh is breathed, not a pain felt, not a grief pierces the
soul, but the throb vibrates to the Father’s heart. {DA 356.2}

Whatever your anxieties and trials, spread out your case before the Lord. Your spirit will be braced
for endurance. The way will be open for you to disentangle yourself from embarrassment and
difficulty. The weaker and more helpless you know yourself to be, the stronger will you become in
His strength. The heavier your burdens, the more blessed the rest in casting them upon your Burden
Bearer. {MH 72.1}

Christ’s followers have no need to try to shine. If they will behold constantly the life of Christ they
will be changed in mind and heart into the same image. Then they will shine without any superficial
attempt. The Lord asks for no display of goodness. In the gift of His Son He has made provision that
our inward lives may be imbued with the principles of heaven. It is the appropriation of this
provision that will lead to a manifestation of Christ to the world. When the people of God experience
the new birth, their honesty, their uprightness, their fidelity, their steadfast principles, will
unfailingly reveal it. {CT 251.3}

Truthfulness and integrity are attributes of God, and he who possesses these qualities possesses a
power that is invincible. {ML 331.2}

When God gave His Son to our world, He endowed human beings with imperishable riches—riches
compared with which the treasured wealth of men since the world began is nothingness. Christ
came to the earth and stood before the children of men with the hoarded love of eternity, and this is
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the treasure that, through our connection with Him, we are to receive, to reveal, and to impart.
{MH 37.1}

The trials of life are God’s workmen, to remove the impurities and roughness from our character.
Their hewing, squaring, and chiseling, their burnishing and polishing, is a painful process; it is hard to
be pressed down to the grinding wheel. But the stone is brought forth prepared to fill its place in the
heavenly temple. Upon no useless material does the Master bestow such careful, thorough work.
Only His precious stones are polished after the similitude of a palace. {MB 10.3}

Those who hunger and thirst after righteousness will be filled; for Jesus has promised it. Precious
Saviour! His arms are open to receive us, and His great heart of love is waiting to bless us.—The
Review and Herald, July 1, 1884. {3SM 152.4}

Jesus knows the circumstances of every soul. You may say, | am sinful, very sinful. You may be; but
the worse you are, the more you need Jesus. He turns no weeping, contrite one away. He does not
tell to any all that He might reveal, but He bids every trembling soul take courage. Freely will He
pardon all who come to Him for forgiveness and restoration. {DA 568.3}

To be pardoned in the way that Christ pardons is not only to be forgiven, but to be renewed in the
spirit of our mind. The Lord says, “A new heart will | give unto thee.” The image of Christ is to be
stamped upon the very mind, and heart, and soul. The apostle says, “And we have the mind of
Christ.” {RC 303.4}

The love of God alone can open and expand the heart, and give to love and sympathy a breadth and
height that is without measure. Those who love Jesus will love all the children of God. The sense of
personal infirmities and imperfections will lead the human agent to look away from self to Christ;
and the Saviour’s love will break down every cold, Pharisaical barrier, it will banish all harshness and
selfishness, and there will be a blending of soul with soul, even with those who are opposite in
temperament. {OHC 183.3}

The love of Christ is a golden chain that binds finite, human beings who believe in Jesus Christ to the
Infinite God. The love that the Lord has for His children passeth knowledge. No science can define or
explain it. No human wisdom can fathom it. The more we feel the influence of this love, the more
meek and humble shall we be (Letter 43, 1896). {5BC 1141.7}

When the grace of God reigns within, the soul will be surrounded with an atmosphere of faith and
courage and Christlike love, an atmosphere invigorating to the spiritual life of all who inhale it. . ..
Those who are humble in heart the Lord will use to reach souls whom the ordained ministers cannot
approach. They will be moved to speak words which reveal the saving grace of Christ. {AG 238.5}

And in blessing others they will themselves be blessed. God gives us the opportunity to impart grace,
that He may refill us with increased grace. Hope and faith will strengthen as the agent for God works
with the talents and facilities that God has provided. He will have a divine agency to work with him.
{AG 238.6}
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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Third Quarter 2026: 1 and 2 Corinthians
Lesson 10 “Authentic Christian Ministry”

Read for this week’s study

2 Corinthia
2:13-16, 2

ns 3:1-9; 2 Corinthians 4:7-18; 2 Corinthians 5:11-15; Colossians 1:19-23; Ephesians
Corinthians 6:11-7:1; 2 Corinthians 7.

Memory Text

“We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted,

but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus,

so that the

life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies” (2 Corinthians 4:8-10, ESV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
Il.
Il.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Introduction

Fruits of an Authentic Ministry

Suffering and Glory

Christ-focused Ministry of Reconciliation
Call to Holiness

Comfort and Joy

Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration

Facilitator:

1.

Daniel Duda

“This week, we will look into 2 Corinthians 3—7, where Paul speaks of his ministry of
gaining souls for Christ.” (Sabbath afternoon)

We will have to wait until 7:5 to learn the story of Titus meeting Paul with good news.
But Paul now pauses to write one of his greatest extended discussions on what it
means to be an apostle, a servant of God’s new covenant. If the Corinthians
understand this, they will be able to understand all the other things he wants to say to
them.

In what sense can people be an epistle of Christ (2 Corinthians 3:1-9)? (Sunday’s
lesson) Paul compares the Old Covenant and the New Covenant that is promised in
Jeremiah 31. The central contrast between the old and new covenants is that God will
give his Spirit to his people. The fact that people were converted to Christianity in
Corinth, not only from Jews, but also from Gentiles is the evidence of Paul’s authentic
ministry and of the work of the Spirit through Paul.
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4, What can we learn about Paul from 2 Corinthians 4:7-18? (Monday’s lesson) Compare
it with 1:8-9! What does it mean to live out the gospel? How can this be an enormous
comfort for those who are going through suffering, bereavement, persecution, or
tragedy of any kind?

5. What four different motivations can you find in 5:9-21? (Tuesday’s lesson) What is this
“ministry of reconciliation” that Paul talks about? How is it related to what God has
done? What is the famous statement in 5:21 saying about Paul’s ministry?

6. Wednesday’s lesson is about a call to holiness and asks, what does a holy life look like
according to this passage 6:11-7:1. If we remain on this level, the six appeals can
easily be misunderstood and misapplied: “Do not be unequally yoked together with
unbelievers” (v. 14); “Come out from among them” (v. 17); “Be separate” (v. 17); “Do
not touch what is unclean” (v. 17, all NKJV); “Let us cleanse ourselves from every
defilement of body and spirit” (7:1, ESV); “Make holiness perfect in the fear of God”
(7:1, RSV).

7. What is Paul doing by quoting 2 Samuel 7:12-14? How is he re-reading the text? How
does this broaden the intention of the passages and show what Messiah truly
accomplished? How does this help us understand what true holiness (the end of exile)
is all about?

8. What does your image of a successful Christian life look like? What can we learn from
reading 7:2-10? (Thursday’s lesson) How does it provide a more balanced picture of
Christian life? Finally, in verses 11-16 the letter comes to a point of equilibrium.

9. What can we learn from all this about authentic Christian life and ministry for us
today? How can we experience, and how can the world learn to know, the amazing
new reality of God’s story? How can ‘we become embodiments of the covenantal
faithfulness of God’ (5:21)? Paul is not saying “that we might receive God’s
righteousness” (credited to our heavenly account), but that we might model “relation-
restoring love,” thus becoming agents of reconciliation, participants in God’s
reconciling action, a true extension of his reconciling love.

10. Because of where we are in God’s story, we see that we are now on the threshold of a
new creation, establishing a new type of kingdom, a new type of community. Christ’s
resurrection made it clear what will be the final outcome of the battle between good
and evil, who will win. We know that from God’s story!

11. This makes our Christian ministry premature, because we are like premature
ambassadors who arrived at court before the sovereignty of our King has been
recognized. This makes Christian ministry awkward, because in our world, Christ’s
authority (and thus our authority) is very much in question.

12. But precisely because of this, how can we employ all the creative, “out of the box”
thinking that we are capable of, using the potential of different people in our various
churches, possessing diverse spiritual gifts coming together so that the church here on
earth can reflect the reality of what is going on in the heavenly sanctuary? Because
the Church at its best, is always ahead of its time!
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Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

Obviously Jesus did not die to win His Father. And how clear Paul is on this. Look quickly at the
remaining verses. Second Corinthians 5:19: “God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself. . .
.” (RSV) Nowhere ever does the Bible suggest that God had to be reconciled to us. Never once!
But God paid the price to reconcile us to Himself! Nor did Jesus die to pay some mere legal
penalty. He died to reveal the truth about God and the falsity of Satan’s charges. And even the
angels had to learn this. Look at Colossians 1:20: “. .. and through him to reconcile to himself all
things, whether on earth or in heaven, [emphasis supplied] making peace [not war, but], making
peace by the blood of his cross.” (RSV)

As Jesus said in the next verse, John 12:32: “When | am lifted up from the earth | will draw
everyone to me” (GNT). Not all men, everyone in the whole family of the universe. You see,
viewed in the larger setting of the Great Controversy, the way in which Jesus suffered and died is
the greatest revelation of the truth about God and His government that the universe will ever see
or ever need. Correctly understood, the message of the cross is final defeat for the adversary. No
wonder Satan has worked so hard to obscure and misrepresent and even pervert the meaning of
the cross. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #8, “The
Most Costly and Convincing Evidence” recorded March 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to

the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/8MMCAG

The purpose of the plan of salvation is to restore that trust, to bring the rebellion to an end, and
thus to establish at-one-ment once again in the whole universe. All of God’s children are
unavoidably involved.

Some seem to find it disappointing, even offensive, to learn that Christ did not die primarily for
them. But unless God wins this war and reestablishes peace in his family, our salvation is
meaningless. Who would want to live for eternity in a warring universe?

Without this larger understanding of a conflict that has involved the universe, it’s hard to
understand Paul’s explanation that Jesus shed his blood to bring peace, reconciliation, and unity
to God’s children in heaven as well as on earth. But recognition of the war and its issues helps
one to take a larger view of the cross and of the plan of salvation and atonement.

The kind of unity God desires cannot be commanded or produced by force or fear. In the course

of human history, many tyrants have tried to maintain unity by terror and brutality. But that kind
of at-one-ment does not last. Look at what has happened in a number of countries just in recent
years.

The kind of at-one-ment God desires is described in the New Testament as a unity that is
“inherent in our faith and in our knowledge of the Son of God.” (Ephesians 4:13, REB) People who
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love and trust the same Jesus and the same God are naturally attracted to each other. The same
truth about God that sets them free from tyranny and fear binds them together in the firmest
kind of unity. Friends of a friendly God enjoy at-one-ment with each other.

This is where the meaning of the cross is so important. There can be no friendship and at-one-
ment where there is fear. Calvary says there is no need to be afraid of God. When God says, “Be
my friend,” he’s not saying, “Be my friend or I'll punish you severely; I'll even put you to death.”
You don’t talk that way to friends—especially if you want to keep their friendship. And friendship
is the whole purpose and meaning of atonement. {Maxwell, Graham. Servants or Friends?
Another Look at God, 164-165. Redlands, California: Pine Knoll Publications, 1992.}

https://speakingwellofgod.org/written-materials/servants-or-friends/servants-or-friends-
chapter-12

Do we live in an orderly universe? Or there could be no freedom! And we shouldn’t have had to
be told about this order, but we were so disorderly God had to say, “Behave in a more orderly
manner.” Someday, when we act in a mature manner, we’ll choose to be orderly, realizing that
that’s the basis of freedom. And we’ll do what’s right because it is right, and not because we’ve
been told to. But that’s not the normal course of events for us damaged sinners. And so, 6:15;
maybe let’s just end with this. Look what Paul says, having said, “I've written this with my own
hand in large letters.” This was a very important letter. But not to dwell too long on the meaning
of that. But look at 15, maybe to sum up the way this evening’s discussion has gone.

“For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation.” And you
could put anything you like in there. Sabbath keeping, tithe-paying, you name it. Nothing matters
if it doesn’t lead to a new creation. And that’s what Jesus said to Nicodemus. If all of this that
you’re doing and all this that you know does not lead to a new heart and a right spirit, it has done
you no good at all. And the thief on the cross would wonder what on earth we’ve been talking
about this evening, because he was theologically quite uninformed, but he had a new heart and a
right spirit. He could not have said what he said to Jesus; he couldn’t have changed from a
cursing, reviling thief to one who would say, “Lord, remember me when you come into your
kingdom”, if he hadn’t been converted and reborn. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio
series, The Picture of God in all 66 — Galatians, recorded May 1982, Riverside, California} To listen
to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link:
http://pkp.cc/65MMPOGIA66
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Further Study with Ellen White

[T]he precious faith inspired of God imparts strength and nobility of character. As His goodness,
His mercy, and His love are dwelt upon, clearer and still clearer will be the perception of truth;
higher, holier, the desire for purity of heart and clearness of thought. The soul dwelling in the
pure atmosphere of holy thought is transformed by intercourse with God through the study of
His word. Truth is so large, so far-reaching, so deep, so broad, that self is lost sight of. The heart is
softened and subdued into humility, kindness, and love. {8T 322.4}

And while Christ opens heaven to man, the life which He imparts opens the heart of man to
heaven. Sin not only shuts us away from God, but destroys in the human soul both the desire and
the capacity for knowing Him. All this work of evil it is Christ’s mission to undo. The faculties of
the soul, paralyzed by sin, the darkened mind, the perverted will, He has power to invigorate and
to restore. He opens to us the riches of the universe, and by Him the power to discern and to
appropriate these treasures is imparted. {Ed 28.3}

Christ stands as the representative of the Father, the connecting link between God and man; He
is the great teacher of mankind. And He ordained that men and women should be His
representatives. {Ed 33.2}

Promises are estimated by the truth of the one who makes them. Many men make promises only
to break them, to mock the heart that trusted in them. Those who lean upon such men lean upon
broken reeds. But God is behind the promises He makes. He is ever mindful of His covenant, and
His truth endureth to all generations (MS 23, 1899). {7BC 942.12}

The whole world is embraced in the contract of the great plan of redemption (MS 65, 1912).
{4BC 1180.5}

To His children today the Lord declares, “Be strong, . . . and work: for | am with you.” The
Christian always has a strong helper in the Lord. The way of the Lord’s helping we may not know;
but this we do know: He will never fail those who put their trust in Him. Could Christians realize
how many times the Lord has ordered their way, that the purposes of the enemy concerning
them might not be accomplished, they would not stumble along complainingly. Their faith would
be stayed on God, and no trial would have power to move them. They would acknowledge Him
as their wisdom and efficiency, and He would bring to pass that which He desires to work out
through them. {PK 576.1}

While the wind is itself invisible, it produces effects that are seen and felt. So the work of the
Spirit upon the soul will reveal itself in every act of him who has felt its saving power. When the
Spirit of God takes possession of the heart, it transforms the life. Sinful thoughts are put away,
evil deeds are renounced; love, humility, and peace take the place of anger, envy, and strife. Joy
takes the place of sadness, and the countenance reflects the light of heaven. No one sees the
hand that lifts the burden, or beholds the light descend from the courts above. The blessing
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comes when by faith the soul surrenders itself to God. Then that power which no human eye can
see creates a new being in the image of God. {DA 173.1}

Man needs a power outside of and beyond himself, to restore him to the likeness of God, and
enable him to do the work of God; but this does not make the human agency unessential.
Humanity lays hold upon divine power, Christ dwells in the heart by faith; and through co-
operation with the divine, the power of man becomes efficient for good. {DA 296.4}

He who called the fisherman of Galilee is still calling men to His service. And He is just as willing
to manifest His power through us as through the first disciples. However imperfect and sinful we
may be, the Lord holds out to us the offer of partnership with Himself, of apprenticeship to
Christ. He invites us to come under the divine instruction, that, uniting with Christ, we may work
the works of God. {DA 297.1}

Every act of self-sacrifice for the good of others will strengthen the spirit of beneficence in the
giver’s heart, allying him more closely to the Redeemer of the world, who “was rich, yet for our
sakes became poor, that we through His poverty might be rich.” And it is only as we fulfill the
divine purpose in our creation that life can be a blessing to us. All the good gifts of God to man
will prove only a curse, unless he employs them to bless his fellow men, and for the advancement
of God’s cause in the earth.—R. & H., Dec. 7, 1886. {CS 20.2}

All heaven is interested in the work going on in this world, which is to prepare men and women
for the future, immortal life. It is God’s plan that human agencies shall have the high honor of
acting as co-workers with Jesus Christ in the salvation of souls. {5T 573.3}

And the effort to bless others will react in blessings upon ourselves. This was the purpose of God
in giving us a part to act in the plan of redemption. He has granted men the privilege of becoming
partakers of the divine nature and, in their turn, of diffusing blessings to their fellow men. This is
the highest honor, the greatest joy, that it is possible for God to bestow upon men. Those who
thus become participants in labors of love are brought nearest to their Creator. {SC 79.1}

God might have committed the message of the gospel, and all the work of loving ministry, to the
heavenly angels. He might have employed other means for accomplishing His purpose. But in His
infinite love He chose to make us co-workers with Himself, with Christ and the angels, that we
might share the blessing, the joy, the spiritual uplifting, which results from this unselfish ministry.
{SC 79.2}

The fall of man, with all its consequences, was not hidden from the Omnipotent. Redemption
was not an afterthought, a plan formulated after the fall of Adam, but an eternal purpose,
suffered to be wrought out for the blessing not only of this atom of a world, but for the good of
all the worlds that God had created. . .. {TMK 18.2}

He who places himself unreservedly under the guidance of the Spirit of God will find that his
mind expands and develops. He obtains an education in the service of God which is not one-sided
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and deficient, developing a one-sided character, but one which results in symmetry and
completeness. Weaknesses that have been manifested in a vacillating will and powerless
character are overcome, for continual devotion and piety bring the man in such close relation to
Christ that he has the mind of Christ. He is one with Christ, having soundness and strength of
principle.—Selected Messages, book 1, pp. 337-338. {RC 104.6}

What speech is to thought, so is Christ to the invisible Father. He is the manifestation of the
Father, and is called the Word of God. God sent His Son into the world, His divinity clothed with
humanity, that man might bear the image of the invisible God. He made known in His words, His
character, His power and majesty, the nature and attributes of God. Divinity flashed through
humanity in softening, subduing light. He was the embodiment of the law of God, which is the
transcript of His character (MS 77, 1899). {5BC 1131.6}

God does not ask us to do in our own strength the work before us. He has provided divine
assistance for all the emergencies to which our human resources are unequal. He gives the Holy
Spirit to help in every strait, to strengthen our hope and assurance, to illuminate our minds and
purify our hearts. {8T 19.1}

No distinction on account of nationality, race, or caste, is recognized by God. He is the Maker of
all mankind. All men are of one family by creation, and all are one through redemption. Christ
came to demolish every wall of partition, to throw open every compartment of the temple, that
every soul may have free access to God. His love is so broad, so deep, so full, that it penetrates
everywhere. It lifts out of Satan’s circle the poor souls who have been deluded by his deceptions.
It places them within reach of the throne of God, the throne encircled by the rainbow of promise.
{COL 386.2}

Christ came to call the attention of all men to his Father, teaching them repentance toward God.
His work was to reconcile man to God. {1Red 34.3}

It was taught by the Jews that before God’s love is extended to the sinner, he must first repent.
In their view, repentance is a work by which men earn the favor of Heaven. And it was this
thought that led the Pharisees to exclaim in astonishment and anger. “This man receiveth
sinners.” According to their ideas He should permit none to approach Him but those who had
repented. But in the parable of the lost sheep, Christ teaches that salvation does not come
through our seeking after God but through God’s seeking after us. “There is none that
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way.” Romans
3:11, 12. We do not repent in order that God may love us, but He reveals to us His love in order
that we may repent. {COL 189.1}

The rabbis had a saying that there is rejoicing in heaven when one who has sinned against God is
destroyed; but Jesus taught that to God the work of destruction is a strange work. That in which
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all heaven delights is the restoration of God’s own image in the souls whom He has made.
{COL 190.1}

The work of transformation from unholiness to holiness is a continuous one. Day by day God
labors for man’s sanctification, and man is to co-operate with Him, putting forth persevering
efforts in the cultivation of right habits. He is to add grace to grace; and as he thus works on the
plan of addition, God works for him on the plan of multiplication. Our Saviour is always ready to
hear and answer the prayer of the contrite heart, and grace and peace are multiplied to His
faithful ones. Gladly He grants them the blessings they need in their struggle against the evils
that beset them. {AA 532.2}

To human beings, striving for conformity to the divine image, there is imparted an outlay of
heaven’s treasure, an excellency of power that will place them higher than even the angels who
have never fallen. {HP 148.5}

As we partake of the divine nature, hereditary and cultivated tendencies to wrong are cut away
from the character, and we are made a living power for good. Ever learning of the divine Teacher,
daily partaking of His nature, we cooperate with God in overcoming Satan’s temptations. God
works, and man works, that man may be one with Christ as Christ is one with God. Then we sit
together with Christ in heavenly places. The mind rests with peace and assurance in Jesus (RH
April 24, 1900). {7BC 943.2}

Sanctification is not the work of a moment, an hour, or a day. It is a continual growth in grace.
{17 340.2}

God’s ideal for His children is higher than the highest human thought can reach. “Be ye therefore
perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” This command is a promise. The plan
of redemption contemplates our complete recovery from the power of Satan. Christ always
separates the contrite soul from sin. He came to destroy the works of the devil, and He has made
provision that the Holy Spirit shall be imparted to every repentant soul, to keep him from sinning.
{DA 311.2}

Truth, precious truth, is sanctifying in its influence. The sanctification of the soul by the operation
of the Holy Spirit is the implanting of Christ’s nature in humanity. It is the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ revealed in character, and the graces of Christ brought into active exercise in good works.
Thus the character is transformed more and more perfectly after the image of Christ, in
righteousness and true holiness. {TDG 224.2}

Christ is ready to set us free from sin, but He does not force the will; and if by persistent
transgression the will itself is wholly bent on evil, and we do not desire to be set free, if we will
not accept His grace, what more can He do? We have destroyed ourselves by our determined
rejection of His love. “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”
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“Today if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts.” 2 Corinthians 6:2; Hebrews 3:7, 8.
{SC 34.2}

By the manifestation of His love, by the entreating of His Spirit, He woos men to repentance; for
repentance is the gift of God, and whom He pardons He first makes penitent. The sweetest joy
comes to man through his sincere repentance toward God for the transgression of His law, and
through faith in Christ as the sinner’s Redeemer and Advocate. It is that men may understand the
joy of forgiveness, the peace of God, that Christ draws them through the manifestation of His
love. If they respond to His drawing, yielding their hearts to His grace, He will lead them on step
by step, to a full knowledge of Himself, and this is life eternal. {1SM 323.2}

Repentance toward God and faith in Jesus Christ are the fruits of the renewing power of the
grace of the Spirit. Repentance represents the process by which the soul seeks to reflect the
image of Christ to the world. {ML 49.3}

Christ gives them the breath of His own Spirit, the life of His own life. The Holy Spirit puts forth its
highest energies to work in heart and mind. The grace of God enlarges and multiplies their
faculties, and every perfection of the divine nature comes to their assistance in the work of
saving souls. Through cooperation with Christ they are complete in Him, and in their human
weakness they are enabled to do the deeds of Omnipotence. {ML 49.4}

3" Quarter 2026 Lesson 10 ©Pine Knoll Publications pineknoll.org Page 9



Pine Knol

| Sabbath School Study Notes

Third Quarter 2026: 1 and 2 Corinthians
Lesson 11 “Stewardship and Mission”

Read for this week’s study

2 Corinthia
15:26, 27.

ns 8-9; John 3:16; John 17:5; Luke 9:58; Revelation 13:8; Romans 12:8; Romans

Memory Text

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He
became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9, NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
Il.
Il.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Questions
Facilitator:

1.

Introduction

The Example of Jesus
Motivation

Planning

Attitude

Unity

Further Study

and Notes for Consideration
Daniel Duda

“This week we will see that the concepts of stewardship and mission are deeply
rooted in the example of Jesus. Indeed, stewardship and mission are inseparable.
Stewardship provides the church with financial and human resources to fulfill God’s
mission.” (Sabbath afternoon)

Chapters 8-9 focus on the offering Paul was taking for the impoverished believers in
Judea. The Corinthian church had agreed to share in the collection but had been
remiss in doing so. Despite the agony that had come in the relationship between
Paul and the church in the intervening period, why is Paul now determined to press
ahead and complete the task?

What do we learn from 1 Corinthians 9:1-18 and 2 Corinthians 11:7-11 about Paul’s
financial relationship with the Corinthian church? Why do you think Paul never uses
the Greek word for “money” in chapters 8-9, but phrases his entire appeal in terms

of grace? What is significant about the use of that word in 8:1-7?

People give money from different motives. One can play on human sympathy for a
project, or make people feel guilty that they have money which others desperately
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need, or encourage people to give as a way to gain social prestige by letting others
know that they have given generously. Paul shows that what counts is a work of
grace in the hearts and lives of ordinary people, and gives an example of how it
spectacularly worked in Macedonia. (Wednesday’s lesson)

5. What does verse 8:9 tell us about the example of Jesus? (Sunday’s lesson) Notice
that the primary context is not about the heights and depths of incarnational
theology, but basically, “Isn’t it time you finished taking the collection?” (cf. 1
Corinthians 16:1-4; Philippians 2:6-11) How can we model our life and work on the
example of Jesus?

6. Paul does not want to make the Corinthian Christians poor in order to make the
Jerusalem Christians rich. So in 8:15 Paul quotes Exodus 16:18 in which God
provided manna for the Israelites to eat. What is the significance of that text from
Exodus in this context? How does putting this in the biblical storyline help us see the
bigger picture?

7. What is the right motivation for giving according to 2 Corinthians 8:1, 5 and 9:7, 9,
13, 15? (Monday’s lesson) A surrendered person looks for opportunities to give,
while the one who did not surrender to the Lord looks for excuses not to give.

8. What does verse 9:7 say about the act of offering? (Tuesday 9:7) How can we read
this as more than a wise saying about human generosity and God’s abundant
goodness? How does it help us see God, the world, the church, and ourselves in
a different light? How do the three Bible passages that Paul quotes help us see
a larger picture of who God’s people are, what our goal in life should be, and how
generosity plays a vital part in it all (Proverbs 22:9; Psalm 112:9; Isaiah 55:10)?

9. Thursday’s lesson focuses on unity looking at the people who oversaw collecting
the funds (like Titus) and churches that benefit from the collection (8:16-24). The
collection of an offering can be seen as service or ministry, as an act of grace, as
a blessing, as an act of worship, and also as an act of fellowship (Romans 15:26-27).

10. Paul is urging the Corinthians to see themselves as actors and characters in the great
drama of God which is going forward to God’s ultimate triumph over selfishness and
self-centeredness. The gospel is not about self-seeking but self-giving. That’s why
grace, generosity and gratitude are not optional extras of Christian living, but the
very essence of it. It happened in Macedonia, Corinth...

11. “For the Macedonian Christians, giving was not a chore but a challenge, not
a burden but a blessing. Giving was not something to be avoided but a privilege to
be desired.” (George Sweeting) Can it also happen in the twenty-first century
church?

12. Pharaoh as the representative of God’s anti-kingdom runs an economy of extraction
which ultimately makes the whole land poor. But God wants an economy of sharing
and solidarity. God’s mission moves from creation to re-creation and restoration of
everything. What would it take for the people of God to operate, not from
a principle of scarcity, but the principle of abundance, as God operates? Then the
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church will be sharing not only ideas and doctrines but also sharing life together and
flourishing.

Further Study with Ellen White

It is the glory of the gospel that it is founded upon the principle of restoring in the fallen race
the divine image by a constant manifestation of benevolence. This work began in the heavenly
courts. There God decided to give human beings unmistakable evidence of the love with which
He regarded them. He “so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. {CH 222.1}

Christ presented to men that which was entirely contrary to the representations of the enemy
in regard to the character of God, and sought to impress upon men the love of the Father, who
“so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. He urged upon men the necessity of
prayer, repentance, confession, and the abandonment of sin. He taught them honesty,
forbearance, mercy, and compassion, enjoining upon them to love not only those who loved
them, but those who hated them and treated them despitefully. In all this He was revealing to
them the character of the Father, who is long-suffering, merciful, and gracious, slow to anger,
and full of goodness and truth. {CT 29.3}

Christ came to this world as the expression of the very heart and mind and nature and
character of God. He was the brightness of the Father’s glory, the express image of His person.
But He laid aside His royal robe and kingly crown, and stepped down from His high command to
take the place of a servant. He was rich, but for our sake, that we might have eternal riches, He
became poor. He made the world, but so completely did He empty Himself that during His
ministry He declared, “Foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man
hath not where to lay His head.” {MM 19.1}

Christ came to the world that we might become new creatures, created after the similitude of
his own character; that we might have purity like the purity of God, have perfection like his
perfection. In the work of regeneration, the original loveliness begins to be restored. The
attributes of the character of Christ are imparted to the soul, and the image of the divine begins
to shine forth. “We all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed
into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” It is plainly declared
that a change takes place in the character of the human agent. {ST, August 21, 1893 par. 3}

Christ came to this earth in human form that He might stand as the Captain of our salvation, so
that we should not be overcome by Satan’s power. And when the enemy has seemed to be
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gaining a signal victory over righteousness, God has been working in mercy and power to
counteract his designs. . .. {CTr 369.5}

The purpose and plan of grace existed from all eternity. Before the foundation of the world it
was according to the determinate counsel of God that man should be created, endowed with
power to do the divine will. But the defection of man, with all its consequences, was not hidden
from the Omnipotent, and yet it did not deter him from carrying out his eternal purpose; for
the Lord would establish his throne in righteousness. God knows the end from the beginning;
“known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world.” Therefore redemption was
not an afterthought—a plan formulated after the fall of Adam—but an eternal purpose to be
wrought out for the blessing not only of this atom of a world but for the good of all the worlds
which God has created. {ST, April 25, 1892 par. 1}

The life of Christ established a religion in which there is no caste, a religion by which Jew and
Gentile, free and bond, are linked in a common brotherhood, equal before God. No question of
policy influenced His movements. He made no difference between neighbors and strangers,
friends and enemies. That which appealed to His heart was a soul thirsting for the waters of life.
{RC 27.3}

He passed by no human being as worthless, but sought to apply the healing remedy to every
soul. In whatever company He found Himself, He presented a lesson appropriate to the time
and the circumstances. Every neglect or insult shown by men to their fellow men only made
Him more conscious of their need of His divine-human sympathy. He sought to inspire with
hope the roughest and most unpromising, setting before them the assurance that they might
become blameless and harmless, attaining such a character as would make them manifest as
the children of God. {RC 27.4}

As the rays of the sun penetrate to the remotest corners of the globe, so God designs that the
light of the gospel shall extend to every soul upon the earth. {AG 26.3}
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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Third Quarter 2026: 1 and 2 Corinthians
Lesson 12 “Dealing With False Teachers”

Read for this week’s study

2 Corinthians 10:1-17; Jeremiah 9:24; 2 Corinthians 11:1-15, 22-28; 2 Corinthians 12:20, 21;
2 Corinthians 13:5.

Memory Text

“For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy
strongholds” (2 Corinthians 10:4, ESV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l. Introduction

Il. Spiritual War

Il. Boasting in the Lord

V. False Teachers Identified

V. Sufferings for the Sake of the Gospel
VI. Appeal to the Unrepentant

VII. Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration
Facilitator: Daniel Duda

1. “As if Paul didn’t have enough problems already, another one arose that he had to
deal with as well: false teachers in the church. These people were opposed to him
and to his work and ministry. Worse, these false teachers had seduced members of
Corinth as well. Paul refers to his fight against this problem as a spiritual war.”
(Sabbath Afternoon)

2. Satan seeks to blind minds to God’s light (4:3-6), fortify minds against God’s truth
(10:1-6), and seduce minds from God’s love (11:1-4). That’s why Paul gives some
practical counsel for victory in spiritual warfare. Paul describes his strategy in the
battle for the mind in 10:3-5: “we take every thought prisoner and make it obey the
Messiah”.

3. How do we balance the meekness and gentleness of the Messiah with the boldness
that tears down the enemy’s strongholds? (Sunday’s lesson) Our enemies are not
people held by Satan’s power. The problem with confrontation is that it is easy to
make the mistake of thinking that every position or view which is not explicitly
Christian (or mine; remember, Paul is inspired; we are not!) must be totally and
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utterly wrong. Paul knows that all truth is God’s truth, but all truth can be also twisted
to serve human pride and arrogance. The battle for the mind must be fought against
those outside the church and inside the church as well. That’s why Paul will take on
these false teachers.

4, Tuesday’s lesson focuses on the false teachers. Just as we do not know who Paul sent
along with Titus (8:18), so we do not know who exactly these people were who are
‘commending themselves’ (10:12.18). It is obvious from 11:7-15 that they accuse Paul
for not taking money for supporting himself in Corinth — Paul shows that he is damned
if he does and damned if he does not. Paul unmasks these false teachers, not as
super-apostles, but false apostles teaching a false gospel and servants of Satan
(=Accuser in Jewish thinking).

5. In the text for Wednesday’s lesson (11:22-28), Paul decides to boast, not of the sort of
things the rival teachers have been boasting about, but about a different sort of thing
entirely. But he knows that the gospel will be shining through, even in his “foolish”
boasting.

6. Paul lists as his own “achievements” things that normal people in the Roman world
would be too ashamed even to mention, let alone to celebrate. Cultured and
educated people of his day would not go hungry, cold, without sleep, etc. They would
have insisted on a military escort, or at least travelling with people who could protect
them against such mishaps.

7. The crunch of the whole passage is in 11:30: “If | must boast, | will boast of the things
that show my weakness.” Paul received not “corona muralis” (‘the crown of the wall’)
but “corona Christi” (“the crown of the Messiah”). How can we in our time learn to
stand out against prevailing cultural values which go against the values of God’s
kingdom?

8. Thursday’s lesson deals with what will happen when Paul arrives in Corinth for his
third visit (12:14-13:10). Is the anxiety that Paul expresses in 12:20-21 contradicting
what he said in 7:5-16? Or does Paul know enough about human nature and church
life that some of the Corinthians will return to the old patterns of behavior?

9. The sins mentioned here (12:20-21) threaten the very life of a community and Paul
promises to deal with them. This would require the consent and cooperation of most
of the church, but Paul believes he can count on that. That’s why he quotes (in 13:1)
the principle from Deuteronomy (19:15 cf. Numbers 35:30) that accusations must be
supported by at least two witnesses.

10. How do we maintain that delicate balance today between never daring to warn
people about the consequences of their behavior, never disciplining and leading them
and exercising almost tyrannical rule over people, rule that does not tolerate anyone
who disagrees with us? How can this combination of weakness and strength (13:1-4)
inform our attitudes and actions?

11. When you look at yourself in the mirror (13:5), do you see someone in whom King
Jesus is living and active? When you listen to things you are saying, does it sound like
words coming from Jesus? How can the church grow to full maturity (13:9)?
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Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

You notice that Paul even mentions forged letters being circulated, pretending to be from him
and causing early Christians much distress. Look at 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3:

We ask you, brothers, not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy,
report or letter supposed to have come from us. . . . Don’t let anyone deceive you in any
way. (NIV)

And from then on he signed his epistles with greater care.

John also warns of false teachers who arise, claiming to have the Holy Spirit, and yet it is a fraud.
1John 4:1, 2:

My dear friends, do not believe all who claim to have the Spirit, but test them to find out
if the spirit they have comes from God. For many false prophets have gone out
everywhere. (GNT)

Paul surely agrees that we should test everything before believing. That familiar text in 1
Thessalonians 5:21: “Test everything. Hold on to the good.” (NIV) God is not afraid to be tested.
That’s what is so believable about God. The reason He is not afraid to be examined is that the
truth and evidence are on His side.

Because truth and evidence were on Christ’s side, He spoke with great authority—with real
authority. And you know those two familiar verses that follow. Matthew 7:29: “When Jesus had
finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as one
who had authority. . . .”, (NIV) And Luke 4:32 adds: “His message had authority.” (NIV) {Graham
Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #7, “The Question of
Authority” recorded February 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the
above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/7MMCAG

Note how he combines the good news with Christ’s death, with power. Now put with that the
famous Romans 1:16, 17: “For | am not ashamed of the gospel [the good news]: it is the power of
God for salvation. . . . For in it [something is revealed] the righteousness of our God” (RSV). Now
notice how the good news, power, God’s righteousness, and the cross are all tied together. And
there’s nothing new about this. This is the everlasting good news. Or, to pick just one place in the
Old Testament, Jeremiah 9:24:

Let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows Me, that | am the
Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these | delight,
declares the Lord (NIV).

Now combine them all together. The good news is about God. It’s about His righteousness. It cost
the death of Christ to prove it. This good news about God’s righteousness has great power to
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move people, if they’re willing to listen, to win them back to repentance and faith. It has great
power because it is the truth. It has great power because it is such good news. Now that is the
meaning of Romans 3:25, 26 that we discussed at more length before. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt
from the audio series, Conversations About God, #16, “God’s Last Pleading with His Children”
recorded May 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference,
click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/16MMCAG

Further Study with Ellen White

The religion of Christ reveals itself as a vitalizing, pervading principle, a living, working, spiritual
energy. When the heart is opened to the heavenly influence of truth and love, these principles
will flow forth again like streams in the desert, causing fruitfulness to appear where now are
barrenness and dearth. {PK 234.1}

The religion of Christ never degrades the receiver; it never makes him coarse or rough,
discourteous or self-important, passionate or hardhearted. On the contrary, it refines the taste,
sanctifies the judgment, and purifies and ennobles the thoughts, bringing them into captivity to
Christ. God’s ideal for His children is higher than the highest human thought can reach. He has
given in His holy law a transcript of His character. {8T 63.3}

God takes men as they are and educates them for His service if they will yield themselves to Him.
The Spirit of God, received into the soul, quickens all its faculties. Under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit the mind that is devoted unreservedly to God develops harmoniously, and is strengthened
to comprehend and fulfill the requirements of God. The weak, vacillating character becomes
changed to one of strength and steadfastness. Continual devotion establishes so close a relation
between Jesus and His disciples that the Christian becomes like his master in character. He has
clearer, broader views. His discernment is more penetrative, his judgment better balanced. So
quickened is he by the life-giving power of the Sun of righteousness that he is enabled to bear
much fruit to the glory of God.—GW 285, 286 (1915). {1IMCP 11.1}

“Blessed are the meek.” The difficulties we have to encounter may be very much lessened by
that meekness which hides itself in Christ. If we possess the humility of our Master, we shall rise
above the slights, the rebuffs, the annoyances, to which we are daily exposed, and they will cease
to cast a gloom over the spirit. The highest evidence of nobility in a Christian is self-control. He
who under abuse or cruelty fails to maintain a calm and trustful spirit robs God of His right to
reveal in him His own perfection of character. Lowliness of heart is the strength that gives victory
to the followers of Christ; it is the token of their connection with the courts above. {DA 301.3}

Jesus, the brightness of the Father’s glory, thought “it not a thing to be grasped to be on an
equality with God, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant.” Philippians 2:6, 7, R.V,,
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margin. Through all the lowly experiences of life He consented to pass, walking among the
children of men, not as a king, to demand homage, but as one whose mission it was to serve
others. There was in His manner no taint of bigotry, no cold austerity. The world’s Redeemer had
a greater than angelic nature, yet united with His divine majesty were meekness and humility
that attracted all to Himself. {MB 14.2}

Christ is our tower of strength, and Satan can have no power over the soul that walks with God in
humility of mind. The promise, “Let him take hold of My strength, that he may make peace with
Me; and he shall make peace with Me.” In Christ there is perfect and complete help for every
tempted soul. Dangers beset every path, but the whole universe of heaven is standing on guard,
that none may be tempted above that which he is able to bear. Some have strong traits of
character, that will need to be constantly repressed. If kept under the control of the Spirit of God,
these traits will be a blessing; but if not, they will prove a curse. . . . If we will give ourselves
unselfishly to the work, never swerving in the least from principle, the Lord will throw about us
the everlasting arms, and will prove a mighty helper. If we will look to Jesus as the One in whom
we may trust, He will never fail us in any emergency. {ML 316.4}

The mind devoted unreservedly to God, under the guidance of the divine Spirit develops
generally and harmoniously. The weak, vacillating character becomes changed through the
power of God to one of strength and steadfastness. Continual devotion and piety establish so
close a relation between Jesus and His disciple that the Christian becomes like Him in mind and
character. After association with the Son of God the humble follower of Christ is found to be a
person of sound principle, clear perception, and reliable judgment. He has a connection with
God, the Source of light and understanding. {TMK 124.4}

Satan cannot touch the mind or intellect unless we yield it to him (MS 17, 1893). {6BC 1105.8}

Satan is determined to keep up the warfare to the end. Coming as an angel of light, claiming to
be the Christ, he will deceive the world. But his triumph will be short. No storm or tempest can
move those whose feet are planted on the principles of eternal truth. They will be able to stand
in this time of almost universal apostasy (MS 74, 1903). {6BC 1106.3}

Satan has ascribed to God all the evils to which flesh is heir. He has represented Him as a God
who delights in the sufferings of His creatures, who is revengeful and implacable. It was Satan
who originated the doctrine of eternal torment as a punishment for sin, because in this way he
could lead men into infidelity and rebellion, distract souls, and dethrone the human reason.
{FE 176.2}

Heaven, looking down, and seeing the delusions into which men were led, knew that a divine
Instructor must come to earth. Men in ignorance and moral darkness must have light, spiritual
light; for the world knew not God, and He must be revealed to their understanding. Truth looked
down from heaven and saw not the reflection of her image; for dense clouds of moral darkness
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and gloom enveloped the world, and the Lord Jesus alone was able to roll back the clouds: for He
was the Light of the world. By His presence He could dissipate the gloomy shadow that Satan had
cast between man and God. Darkness covered the earth, and gross darkness the people. Through
the accumulated misrepresentations of the enemy, many were so deceived that they worshiped
a false god, clothed with the attributes of the satanic character. {FE 176.3}

From the opening of the great controversy in heaven, Satan has maintained his cause through
deception; and Christ has been working to unveil his schemes and to break his power. {DA 210.2}

God calls upon His creatures to turn their attention from the confusion and perplexity around
them and admire His handiwork. As we study His works, angels from heaven will be by our side
to enlighten our minds and guard them from Satan’s deceptions. {CT 457.1}

In the truths of His word, God has given to men a revelation of Himself; and to all who accept
them they are a shield against the deceptions of Satan. {GC 465.1}

The manifestation of God’s love, His mercy and His goodness, and the work of the Holy Spirit
upon the heart to enlighten and renew it, place us, through faith, in so close connection with
Christ that, having a clear conception of His character, we are able to discern the masterly
deceptions of Satan. {5T 744.2}

As we near the end of time, falsehood will be so mingled with truth, that only those who have
the guidance of the Holy Spirit will be able to distinguish truth from error. We need to make
every effort to keep the way of the Lord. We must in no case turn from His guidance to put our
trust in man. The Lord’s angels are appointed to keep strict watch over those who put their faith
in the Lord, and these angels are to be our special help in every time of need. Every day we are to
come to the Lord with full assurance of faith, and to look to Him for wisdom. . . . Those who are
guided by the Word of the Lord will discern with certainty between falsehood and truth, between
sin and righteousness (MS 43, 1907). {7BC 907.1}

This mighty conqueror of death, who had reached to the very depths of human misery to rescue
a lost world, assumed the humble task of walking with the two disciples to Emmaus, to teach and
comfort them. Thus he ever identifies himself with his suffering and perplexed people. In our
hardest and most trying paths, lo, Jesus is with us to smooth the way. He is the same Son of man,
with the same sympathies and love which he had before he passed through the tomb and
ascended to his Father. {6Red 30.2}

Those who accept Christ as their personal Saviour are not left as orphans, to bear the trials of life
alone. He receives them as members of the heavenly family; He bids them call His Father their
Father. They are His “little ones,” dear to the heart of God, bound to Him by the most tender and
abiding ties. He has toward them an exceeding tenderness, as far surpassing what our father or
mother has felt toward us in our helplessness as the divine is above the human. {DA 327.2}
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He who took humanity upon Himself knows how to sympathize with the sufferings of humanity.
Not only does Christ know every soul, and the peculiar needs and trials of that soul, but He
knows all the circumstances that chafe and perplex the spirit. His hand is outstretched in pitying
tenderness to every suffering child. Those who suffer most have most of His sympathy and pity.
He is touched with the feeling of our infirmities, and He desires us to lay our perplexities and
troubles at His feet and leave them there. {MH 249.3}
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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Third Quarter 2026: 1 and 2 Corinthians
Lesson 13 “Grace, Love, and Fellowship”

Read for this week’s study

2 Corinthia
4:4-6.

ns 8:9; Romans 16:20; 1 John 4:8-11; 2 Corinthians 13:11-14; Philippians 2:1, 2; Galatians

Memory Text

“The grace

of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with

you all” (2 Corinthians 13:14, ESV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
Il.
Il.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Introduction

The Grace of Jesus

The Love of God

The God of Love

The Fellowship of the Holy Spirit
Our Triune God

Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration

Facilitator:

1.

Daniel Duda

“Paul closes 2 Corinthians by reemphasizing essential elements addressed in his letters.
He does this through five imperatives (2 Cor. 13:11). [...] Grace, love, and fellowship result
from the work of the triune God for us. These three Christian features promote an
atmosphere characterized by God’s presence.” (Sabbath afternoon)

The final sentence of 2 Corinthians is one of the most famous sayings of Paul — so much so
that most people do not even realize it is by Paul. It sums up what being a Christian is all
about: it draws the focus on the God we know in Jesus and through Jesus and the Spirit.
So let’s dig a little deeper so that the familiar words do not wash over us, and we forget
what they mean.

Why is it significant that Paul starts his epistle with “grace” and ends it with “grace”?
(Sunday’s lesson) As we have seen in chapter 8:9, Paul uses the word “grace” to describe
not only what God freely and lovingly did for us, but also what he does in us and through
us; specifically to describe what God did in and through the churches in Macedonia when
he stirred them to give generously. Why is this important?

Why does Paul speak of the grace of Jesus, rather than simply of God? How can this grace
be powerfully active in the life of the church?
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Secondly, Paul speaks of the “love of God” (Monday’s lesson). It is easy for us to take this
for granted and to forget how the belief in a God of love was radical from the views of God
in the ancient or medieval world (and other religions). That world was full of anxiety that
came from fear of supernatural forces that were capricious, malevolent and needing to be
pacified or placated.

Based on how we experience life, most people find it difficult to believe that God is
a loving God. Why does Christianity insist that God, who made this world and is acting
within the world, is a loving God?

How did experiencing this inspire the early Christians to embrace a new kind of spirituality
and trust in a family which the world had never seen before? (Tuesday’s lesson)

Because this family connection is not based on physical or ethnic descent or relation,
anyone and everyone is welcome in this community. How is this just as challenging to most
modern people as it was to most ancient people? What is this “koinonia” of the Holy
Spirit”? (Wednesday’s lesson)

Why are the order and nouns associated with each person of the Godhead significant
here? (13:14; Thursday’s lesson) If Jesus is a created being (as some believe), can he be put
before God? However, if they are of the same nature, then the order does not matter, and
each person can supply each of the attributes! What is the practical significance of the
belief in what was later in Christianity called the “Trinity”? Does it matter what we believe
about God?

If you look at the cosmic conflict framework, what is the most significant contribution that
1 & 2 Corinthians makes? What do we learn about God, sin and the resolution of the
cosmic conflict from them? How would we be poorer if we did not have these two letters?
Share some thoughts to summarize how this quarter blessed you and how you can become
a blessing to others.

Without 1 & 2 Corinthians we would have less clarity that the cross is God’s victory over
the evil powers by the revelation of God’s character, not merely a mechanism of pardoning
our sins.

The Corinthian letters are one of the strongest witnesses that the church is God’s new
temple (1 Cor 3; 6). That means the conflict is not simply “my private piety versus
temptation,” but God building a new community as his dwelling place in contested space.

Without 2 Corinthians 2:14-17, we would interpret ministry as success-metrics rather than
faithful witness that sometimes looks like loss—until the resurrection tells the truth.

Without 1 & 2 Corinthians we would likely default either to triumphalism (“God’s people
should look impressive”) or despair (“our weakness means God must not be working”),
instead of Paul’s stubborn insistence: God’s power shows up most clearly when the
church lives the life of Jesus in fragile bodies and messy communities.

Corinthians teaches that the cosmic conflict is won by the crucified-and-risen Christ, and its
victory is displayed when Spirit-formed communities practice holiness, love, reconciliation,
and experience resurrection hope in the most ordinary battlegrounds of human life.
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Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

When did God begin to show how gracious He was? Well, to His family as a whole, even before this
earth was created. In fact, did God begin to be gracious when sin came into the family? He’d never
been gracious before? He’s always been gracious. The thing is, there has always been grace. There’s
no such thing as grace without a person being gracious. God has always been gracious and always will
be gracious. But His graciousness appears more vividly when He’s dealing with some very ungracious
people; and so the more we’ve sinned, the more His graciousness has abounded. You remember Paul
spoke of that in Romans. But it isn’t as if God had to invent grace because sin has come into the
universe. Of course, we define grace sometimes as “unmerited favor,” and so we only needed
unmerited favor when we were bad. That’s a limited understanding of this word “grace.”

At mealtimes, when you’re asked to offer grace, do you say, “God, you don’t merit this, but thank you
for this food?” You see, grace doesn’t mean unmerited favor all the time, does it? When Paul says,
“Who will deliver me from this doomed body? Thanks be to God, ...” it’s “grace to God”. He doesn’t
say, “God, you don’t deserve this, but thank you for helping me.” No, the word means basically,
graciousness, and God has always been gracious. The universe has always been under grace, and
always will be. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in all 66 — 1&2
Timothy, Titus, Philemon, recorded May 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the
above reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/71MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/72MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

There is a text in here that may be missing in your version; the text that many have used through the
years to support the idea of a trinity. First John 5:7. What do you have in your version for this? Now, |
don’t have it in mine, so from memory, “There be three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the
Word, and the Holy Ghost; these three are one.” Now, those of you who have the King James have
that verse. If you don’t have the King James, you probably don’t have that verse. You may have,
“There are three witnesses, the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three agree.” That’s true.
But the trinity text, “The Father, the Son, the Holy Ghost; these three are one,” you will not find in
modern versions. Now, one would be very superficial and hasty if one said, “Well, obviously this
version doesn’t believe in the trinity.” On the contrary, the best verses on the trinity are not this one
anyway. But many of you know the history of that verse, how it got in, and how it got out. Does
anybody have a Catholic translation here tonight? Oh, yes!

COMMENT: The footnote in the Douay-Confraternity Catholic Version reads: According to the
evidence of many manuscripts, and the majority of commentators, these verses should read:
“For there are three that bear witness: the Spirit, and the water, and the blood; and these three
are one.” The Holy See reserves to itself the right to pass finally on the origin of the present
reading.

You see, the King James Version, that contains that famous trinity key text, comes from the Greek text
of Erasmus. Erasmus, in 1516, printed the Greek New Testament for the first time. And when he
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printed it, there was no trinity text. And a Cardinal down in Spain, Cardinal Jimenez, chided Erasmus
and said, “You’ve left out the trinity text.” And Erasmus said, “Well, | don’t find it in the manuscripts
that | have.” And the Cardinal suggested that maybe he could find manuscripts to support this.
Meanwhile, Erasmus came out with his second edition, in 1519, and no Greek manuscripts, no trinity
text. In 1522, Erasmus came out with his third printed edition, and lo, the trinity text is there!
Apparently the Cardinal had found the manuscript. And the King James Version comes from that third
edition. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in all 66— 1, 2, 3 John
and Jude, recorded August 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above
reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/77MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/78MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

If you wanted to prove the trinity, how would you set out to do it? Would you look up first the trinity
in the Concordance? Is the word ‘trinity’ ever in the Bible? No, it’s not in there, anyway. But supposing
you wanted to show there are three co-equal, co-divine persons who are as one. Where would you
best start? How about allowing one member of the Godhead to discuss the relationship between
Himself, and the Father, and the Holy Spirit? “l and the Father are one. And when | go I'll send
another Counselor just like Myself to be with you.” And then you look in Hebrews to see the status of
the one we call the Son. And God says to the angels, “worship the Son.” And then maybe you go back
to Isaiah 9: “Unto us a child is born, to us a son is given; and his name will be called ‘Almighty God,
Everlasting Father, Wonderful Counselor, Prince of Peace.”

And you realize how all the members of the Godhead seem to have the same name, really. They are
co-equal and co-eternal. | think it would be better not to use this verse in John, but the Gospel of
John, where at length Jesus talks about His Father, and the Holy Spirit, and how they are as one. And
so on, to take our true position on the trinity. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The
Picture of God in all 66 — 1, 2, 3 John and Jude, recorded August 1982, Riverside, California} To listen
to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/77MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/78MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Just to show the unity of the three members of the Godhead there’s an extraordinary place in Isaiah 9
that we sing every Christmas when we sing the Messiah and the significance of that can’t be over-
emphasized. Think how many times you’ve sung this. Isaiah 9:6. Now this is not the baby in Isaiah 7,
you know, there was a baby born there and before he was old enough to say, “My father” and “my
mother” the two kings who were besieging Jerusalem were driven off. Then Isaiah goes on to a much
more important baby in Isaiah 9 and says:

To us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government will be upon his shoulder: and
his name will be called Wonderful, Counsellor [now to whom do we usually give the name
‘Counsellor’ or comforter? Isn’t that usually the Holy Spirit? But this child is called Wonderful,
Counsellor. How about], Mighty God [who comes first to mind with Mighty God? Don’t you
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think of the Father? And then how about the next], Everlasting Father [you mean the Son will
be called Everlasting Father? And the next], Prince of Peace [now there’s one that seems to
belong].

We have all the titles of the trinity here attributed to the Son. The Son will be the Wonderful
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace—all of them. No wonder Jesus
said in John 14, 15, and 16, “I and the Father are one. If you've seen me you’ve seen the Father. The
Father’s in union with me and I’'m in union with the Father. And if | go I'll send you another
counselor,” just like myself the Greek says. It’s a word that means ‘the same as | am’. “And he too will
lead you into truth just as | told you | am the truth, the way, the truth, and the life. And He will
convince you of sin and righteousness and judgment, be your teacher and your comforter.”

See, all three members of the Godhead have the same purposes and the same goals, but they seem to
have assumed different roles for the benefit of their children throughout the universe. As Christ
moved among the angels as Michael the Archangel, so he moved among us as Jesus the man born in
Nazareth. Often misunderstood, these condescension’s on God’s part but if you wonder if the Son
was really God read Isaiah 9:6. Could it be stronger? That all those titles of divinity and deity belong to
the Son. | think it’s a great key text in there to put with Hebrews 1. Think of the potent verses in
Hebrews 1 that the one who came was God. Then put Isaiah 9:6 with it along with others. {Graham
Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series Hebrews, #5&6, recorded October 1978, Loma Linda,
California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/9MMHEBREWS66 (Hebrews 5) http://pkp.cc/10MMHEBREWS66 (Hebrews 6)

Further Study with Ellen White

Christ came to this earth in human form that He might stand as the Captain of our salvation, so that
we should not be overcome by Satan’s power. And when the enemy has seemed to be gaining a signal
victory over righteousness, God has been working in mercy and power to counteract his designs. . . .
{CTr 369.5}

Taking humanity upon Him, Christ came to be one with humanity, and at the same time to reveal our
heavenly Father to sinful human beings. He who had been in the presence of the Father from the
beginning, He who was the express image of the invisible God, was alone able to reveal the character
of the Deity to mankind. He was in all things made like unto His brethren. He became flesh even as we
are. He was hungry and thirsty and weary. He was sustained by food and refreshed by sleep. He
shared the lot of men; yet He was the blameless Son of God. He was a stranger and sojourner on the
earth—in the world, but not of the world; tempted and tried as men and women today are tempted
and tried, yet living a life free from sin. Tender, compassionate, sympathetic, ever considerate of
others, He represented the character of God, and was constantly engaged in service for God and man.
{MH 422.2}

Christ, the Light of the world, veiled the dazzling splendor of His divinity and came to live as a man
among men, that they might, without being consumed, become acquainted with their Creator. Since

3" Quarter 2026 Lesson 13 ©Pine Knoll Publications pineknoll.org Page 5


http://pkp.cc/9MMHEBREWS66
http://pkp.cc/10MMHEBREWS66

sin brought separation between man and his Maker, no man has seen God at any time, except as He is
manifested through Christ. {MH 419.1}

Had Christ come in His divine form, humanity could not have endured the sight. The contrast would
have been too painful, the glory too overwhelming. Humanity could not have endured the presence
of one of the pure, bright angels from glory; therefore Christ took not on Him the nature of angels; He
came in the likeness of men. {5BC 1131.1}

But thirty years was all that the world could endure of its Redeemer. For thirty years He dwelt in a
world all seared and marred with sin, doing the work that no other one ever had done or ever could
do (ST Feb. 15, 1899). {5BC 1131.2}

In every human being He discerned infinite possibilities. He saw men as they might be, transfigured by
His grace—in “the beauty of the Lord our God” (Psalm 90:17). {AG 223.3}

God’s grace is ever working upon the human heart, and when it is received, the evidence of its
reception will appear in the life and character of its recipient, for spiritual life will be seen developing
from within. The grace of Christ in the heart will always promote spiritual life, and spiritual
advancement will be made. {TMK 163.2}

The deep necessity of man for a divine teacher was known in heaven. The pity and sympathy of God
were exercised in behalf of man, fallen and bound to Satan’s chariot-car; and when the fullness of
time was come, He sent forth His Son. The One appointed in the counsels of heaven came to the
earth as an instructor. He was no less a being than the Creator of the world, the Son of the Infinite
God. The rich benevolence of God gave Him to our world; and to meet the necessities of humanity, He
took on Him human nature. To the astonishment of the heavenly host, He walked this earth as the
Eternal Word. Fully prepared, He left the royal courts to come to a world marred and polluted with
sin. Mysteriously He allied Himself to human nature. “The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
us.” God’s excess of goodness, benevolence, and love was a surprise to the world, of grace which
could be realized, but not told. {FE 399.4}

In taking our nature, the Saviour has bound Himself to humanity by a tie that is never to be broken.
Through the eternal ages He is linked with us. . . . “Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: . . .”
(Isaiah 9:6). God has adopted human nature in the person of His Son, and has carried the same into
the highest heaven. It is the “Son of man” who shares the throne of the universe. . .. In Christ the
family of earth and the family of heaven are bound together. Christ glorified is our brother. Heaven is
enshrined in humanity, and humanity is enfolded in the bosom of Infinite Love. {AG 79.5}

The rainbow of promise encircling the throne on high is an everlasting testimony that “God so loved
the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. It testifies to the universe that God will never forsake His
children in the struggle with evil. It is an assurance to us of strength and protection as long as the
throne itself shall endure. {MH 94.4}
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The Son of God came to the world as a restorer. He was the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Every word
He uttered was spirit and life. He spoke with authority, conscious of His power to bless humanity, and
deliver the captives bound by Satan; conscious also that by His presence He could bring to the world
fullness of joy. He longed to help every oppressed and suffering member of the human family, and
show that it was His prerogative to bless, not to condemn. {LHU 37.2}

When He ascended on high, and led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men, He left the battle in
our hands, but we are not to fight in our own strength; we should certainly fail if we attempted it.
Christ is there present with the Father to bring to our help the unseen intelligences. . .. {HP 270.4}

When the Christian takes his baptismal vow, divine help is pledged to him. The Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit stand ready to work in his behalf. God places at his command the resources of heaven,
that he may be an overcomer. His own power is small; but God is omnipotent, and God is his helper.
Daily he is to make known his wants at the throne of grace. By faith and trust, by availing himself of
the resources provided, he can be more than a conqueror. {OHC 157.5}

The Godhead was stirred with pity for the race, and the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit gave
Themselves to the working out of the plan of redemption. {CH 222.2}

While the sinner is yet far from the Father’s house, wasting his substance in a strange country, the
Father’s heart is yearning over him; and every longing awakened in the soul to return to God is but
the tender pleading of His Spirit, wooing, entreating, drawing the wanderer to his Father’s heart of
love. {SC 54.1}

Many are the ways in which God is seeking to make Himself known to us and bring us into
communion with Him. Nature speaks to our senses without ceasing. The open heart will be impressed
with the love and glory of God as revealed through the works of His hands. The listening ear can hear
and understand the communications of God through the things of nature. The green fields, the lofty
trees, the buds and flowers, the passing cloud, the falling rain, the babbling brook, the glories of the
heavens, speak to our hearts, and invite us to become acquainted with Him who made them all.

{SC 85.1}

Through creation and redemption, through nature and through Christ, the glories of the divine
character are revealed. By the marvelous display of His love in giving “His only-begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life,” the character of God is
revealed to the intelligences of the universe. Through Christ our heavenly Father is made known as
the God of love. {ST, December 15, 1914 par. 5}

Could your eyes be opened, you would see your heavenly Father bending over you in love and could
you hear His voice, it would be in tones of compassion to you who are prostrate with suffering and
affliction. Stand fast in His strength; there is rest for you, the weary.—Letter 71, Dec. 5, 1878, to J. N.
Andrews. {TDG 348.4}
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In word and in deed the Messiah, during His earthly ministry, was to reveal to mankind the glory of
God the Father. Every act of His life, every word spoken, every miracle wrought, was to make known
to fallen humanity the infinite love of God. {PK 696.3}

His heart was constantly burning with the love that brought Him from heaven to our world. His
goodness and His power enabled Him to reveal in His life the truth that He came to this earth to bring
to the fallen race. In every word, in every act, He manifested the love of God, cheering and
encouraging the downcast and distressed. In heavenly wisdom He asserted His true majesty by
bending all things to the present and future happiness of human beings. He came to teach men and
women how to live, here below, the life of which He gave them an example—the life that will make
them fit to enter the abodes of bliss. {UL 229.3}

The Holy Spirit was sent as the most priceless treasure man could receive. {ML 36.5}

The prince of the power of evil can only be held in check by the power of God in the third person of
the Godhead, the Holy Spirit.—Special Testimonies, Series A, No. 10, p. 37. (1897) {Ev 617.2}

We need to realize that the Holy Spirit, who is as much a person as God is a person, is walking through
these grounds.—Manuscript 66, 1899. (From a talk to the students at the Avondale School.) {Ev 616.5}

The omnipotent power of the Holy Spirit is the defense of every contrite soul. No one who in
penitence and faith has claimed His protection will Christ permit to pass under the enemy’s power. It
is true that Satan is a powerful being; but, thank God, we have a mighty Saviour, who cast out the evil
one from heaven. {MH 94.3}

The Holy Spirit will not compel men to take a certain course of action. We are free moral agents; and
when sufficient evidence has been given us as to our duty, it is left with us to decide our course.
{FE 124.1}

Saving faith is a transaction, by which those who receive Christ join themselves in covenant relation
with God. A living faith means an increase of vigor, a confiding trust, by which, through the grace of
Christ, the soul becomes a conquering power. {MH 62.2}

When Christ took human nature upon Him, He bound humanity to Himself by a tie of love that can
never be broken by any power save the choice of man himself. Satan will constantly present
allurements to induce us to break this tie—to choose to separate ourselves from Christ. Here is where
we need to watch, to strive, to pray, that nothing may entice us to choose another master; for we are
always free to do this. But let us keep our eyes fixed upon Christ, and He will preserve us. Looking
unto Jesus, we are safe. Nothing can pluck us out of His hand. In constantly beholding Him, we “are
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 2 Corinthians
3:18.{SC72.1}

The truth as it is in Jesus can be experienced, but never explained. Its height and breadth and depth
pass our knowledge. We may task our imagination to the utmost, and then we shall see only dimly the
outlines of a love that is unexplainable, that is as high as heaven, but that stooped to the earth to
stamp the image of God on all mankind. {COL 129.1}
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