“Without the Shedding of Blood There is No Remission of Sin”
Selected Quotations from Ellen White Regarding Salvation and Atonement

l. Fall in Heaven
I. Fall on Earth

M. At-one-ment for Heaven and Earth

V. Progressive lllustrations/Symbols of At-one-ment
V. Distortions of God’s lllustrations/Symbols

VI. “Dark Speech”

VII. “Dark Speech” and Clearer Speech

VIIl.  Primarily Clear Speech

IX. Clearest Speech and perhaps a “Rosetta Stone” for “Dark Speech”

The Bible is its own expositor. Scripture is to be compared with scripture. The student should
learn to view the word as a whole, and to see the relation of its parts. He should gain a
knowledge of its grand central theme, of God’s original purpose for the world, of the rise of the
great controversy, and of the work of redemption. He should understand the nature of the two
principles that are contending for supremacy, and should learn to trace their working through
the records of history and prophecy, to the great consummation. He should see how this
controversy enters into every phase of human experience; how in every act of life he himself
reveals the one or the other of the two antagonistic motives; and how, whether he will or not,
he is even now deciding upon which side of the controversy he will be found. {Ed 190.2}
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I: Fall in Heaven (Original Sin)

The beginning of the Great Controversy: Lucifer’s accusations (charges) against God, His
Character, and His government

The Son of God presented before him the greatness, the goodness, and the justice of the
Creator, and the sacred, unchanging nature of His law. God Himself had established the order
of heaven; and in departing from it, Lucifer would dishonor his Maker and bring ruin upon
himself. But the warning, given in infinite love and mercy, only aroused a spirit of resistance.
Lucifer allowed his jealousy of Christ to prevail, and became the more determined.

To dispute the supremacy of the Son of God, thus impeaching the wisdom and love of the
Creator, had become the purpose of this prince of angels. To this object he was about to bend
the energies of that master mind, which, next to Christ’s, was first among the hosts of God. But
He who would have the will of all His creatures free, left none unguarded to the bewildering
sophistry by which rebellion would seek to justify itself. Before the great contest should open,
all were to have a clear presentation of His will, whose wisdom and goodness were the spring
of all their joy.

The King of the universe summoned the heavenly hosts before Him, that in their presence He
might set forth the true position of His Son and show the relation He sustained to all created
beings. The Son of God shared the Father’s throne, and the glory of the eternal, self-existent
One encircled both. About the throne gathered the holy angels, a vast, unnumbered throng—
“ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands” (Revelation 5:11.), the most
exalted angels, as ministers and subjects, rejoicing in the light that fell upon them from the
presence of the Deity. Before the assembled inhabitants of heaven the King declared that none
but Christ, the Only Begotten of God, could fully enter into His purposes, and to Him it was
committed to execute the mighty counsels of His will. {PP 36, 37}

But again he was filled with pride in his own glory. His desire for supremacy returned, and envy
of Christ was once more indulged. The high honors conferred upon Lucifer were not
appreciated as God’s special gift, and therefore, called forth no gratitude to his Creator. He
gloried in his brightness and exaltation and aspired to be equal with God. He was beloved and
reverenced by the heavenly host, angels delighted to execute his commands, and he was
clothed with wisdom and glory above them all. Yet the Son of God was exalted above him, as
one in power and authority with the Father. He shared the Father’s counsels, while Lucifer did
not thus enter into the purposes of God. “Why,” questioned this mighty angel, “should Christ
have the supremacy? Why is He honored above Lucifer?”
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Leaving his place in the immediate presence of the Father, Lucifer went forth to diffuse the
spirit of discontent among the angels. He worked with mysterious secrecy, and for a time
concealed his real purpose under an appearance of reverence for God. He began to insinuate
doubts concerning the laws that governed heavenly beings, intimating that though laws might
be necessary for the inhabitants of the worlds, angels, being more exalted, needed no such
restraint, for their own wisdom was a sufficient guide. They were not beings that could bring
dishonor to God; all their thoughts were holy; it was no more possible for them than for God
Himself to err. The exaltation of the Son of God as equal with the Father was represented as an
injustice to Lucifer, who, it was claimed, was also entitled to reverence and honor. If this prince
of angels could but attain to his true, exalted position, great good would accrue to the entire
host of heaven; for it was his object to secure freedom for all. But now even the liberty which
they had hitherto enjoyed was at an end; for an absolute Ruler had been appointed them, and
to His authority all must pay homage. Such were the subtle deceptions that through the wiles of
Lucifer were fast obtaining in the heavenly courts.

There had been no change in the position or authority of Christ. Lucifer’s envy and
misrepresentation and his claims to equality with Christ had made necessary a statement of the
true position of the Son of God; but this had been the same from the beginning. Many of the
angels were, however, blinded by Lucifer’s deceptions.

Taking advantage of the loving, loyal trust reposed in him by the holy beings under his
command, he had so artfully instilled into their minds his own distrust and discontent that his
agency was not discerned. Lucifer had presented the purposes of God in a false light—
misconstruing and distorting them to excite dissent and dissatisfaction. He cunningly drew his
hearers on to give utterance to their feelings; then these expressions were repeated by him
when it would serve his purpose, as evidence that the angels were not fully in harmony with
the government of God. While claiming for himself perfect loyalty to God, he urged that
changes in the order and laws of heaven were necessary for the stability of the divine
government. Thus while working to excite opposition to the law of God and to instill his own
discontent into the minds of the angels under him, he was ostensibly seeking to remove
dissatisfaction and to reconcile disaffected angels to the order of heaven. While secretly
fomenting discord and rebellion, he with consummate craft caused it to appear as his sole
purpose to promote loyalty and to preserve harmony and peace. {PP 37, 38}

From the first the great controversy had been upon the law of God. Satan had sought to prove
that God was unjust, that His law was faulty, and that the good of the universe required it to be
changed. In attacking the law he aimed to overthrow the authority of its Author. In the
controversy it was to be shown whether the divine statutes were defective and subject to
change, or perfect and immutable. {PP 69.1}
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I Fall on Earth (Humans)

Continuation of the charges against God

No longer free to stir up rebellion in heaven, Satan’s enmity against God found a new field in
plotting the ruin of the human race. In the happiness and peace of the holy pair in Eden he
beheld a vision of the bliss that to him was forever lost. Moved by envy, he determined to incite
them to disobedience, and bring upon them the guilt and penalty of sin. He would change their
love to distrust and their songs of praise to reproaches against their Maker. Thus he would not
only plunge these innocent beings into the same misery which he was himself enduring, but
would cast dishonor upon God, and cause grief in heaven. {PP 52.1}

“Your eyes shall be opened,” the enemy had said; “ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.”
Genesis 3:5. Their eyes were indeed opened; but how sad the opening! The knowledge of evil,
the curse of sin, was all that the transgressors gained. There was nothing poisonous in the fruit
itself, and the sin was not merely in yielding to appetite. It was distrust of God’s goodness,
disbelief of His word, and rejection of His authority, that made our first parents transgressors,
and that brought into the world a knowledge of evil. It was this that opened the door to every
species of falsehood and error. {Ed 25.2}

Satan works on human minds, leading them to think that there is wonderful knowledge to be
gained apart from God. By deceptive reasoning he led Adam and Eve to doubt God’s word, and
to supply its place with a theory that led to disobedience. And his sophistry is doing today what
it did in Eden. Teachers who mingle the sentiments of infidel authors with the education they
are giving, plant in the minds of youth thoughts that will lead to distrust of God and
transgression of His law. Little do they know what they are doing. Little do they realize what will
be the result of their work. {COL 108.1}

From the beginning it has been Satan’s studied plan to cause men to forget God, that he might
secure them to himself. Hence he has sought to misrepresent the character of God, to lead men
to cherish a false conception of Him. The Creator has been presented to their minds as clothed
with the attributes of the prince of evil himself,—as arbitrary, severe, and unforgiving,—that He
might be feared, shunned, and even hated by men. Satan hoped to so confuse the minds of
those whom he had deceived that they would put God out of their knowledge. {5T 738.1}

In the beginning it was Satan’s purpose to separate man from God. And this purpose he has
carried out in every age. Constantly he is at work among the children of men. He sways all
classes. The same method of deception, the same logic, that he used to deceive the holy pair in
Eden, he has used in all succeeding ages. His plan of work has ever been one of deception. At
times he assumes a cloak of piety, purity, and holiness. Often he transforms himself into an
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angel of light. He has blinded the eyes of men so that they can not see beneath the surface and
discern his real purpose. As a result of Adam’s disobedience, every human being is a
transgressor of the law, sold under sin. Unless he repents and is converted, he is under bondage
to the law, serving Satan, falling into the deceptions of the enemy, and bearing witness against
the precepts of Jehovah. But by perfect obedience to the requirements of the law, man is
justified. Only through faith in Christ is such obedience possible. Men may comprehend the
spirituality of the law, they may realize its power as a detector of sin, but they are helpless to
withstand Satan’s power and deceptions, unless they accept the atonement provided for them
in the remedial sacrifice of Christ, who is our Atonement—our At-one-ment—with God. {ST,
July 23, 1902 par. 13}

God has bound our hearts to Him by unnumbered tokens in heaven and in earth. Through the
things of nature, and the deepest and tenderest earthly ties that human hearts can know, He
has sought to reveal Himself to us. Yet these but imperfectly represent His love. Though all
these evidences have been given, the enemy of good blinded the minds of men, so that they
looked upon God with fear; they thought of Him as severe and unforgiving. Satan led men to
conceive of God as a being whose chief attribute is stern justice,—one who is a severe judge, a
harsh, exacting creditor. He pictured the Creator as a being who is watching with jealous eye to
discern the errors and mistakes of men, that He may visit judgments upon them. It was to
remove this dark shadow, by revealing to the world the infinite love of God, that Jesus came to
live among men. {SC 10.3}

But even as a sinner, man was in a different position from that of Satan. Lucifer in heaven had
sinned in the light of God’s glory. To him as to no other created being was given a revelation of
God’s love. Understanding the character of God, knowing His goodness, Satan chose to follow
his own selfish, independent will. This choice was final. There was no more that God could do to
save him. But man was deceived; his mind was darkened by Satan’s sophistry. The height and
depth of the love of God he did not know. For him there was hope in a knowledge of God'’s
love. By beholding His character he might be drawn back to God. {DA 761.5}

In the opening of the great controversy, Satan had declared that the law of God could not be
obeyed, that justice was inconsistent with mercy, and that, should the law be broken, it would
be impossible for the sinner to be pardoned. Every sin must meet its punishment, urged Satan;
and if God should remit the punishment of sin, He would not be a God of truth and justice.
When men broke the law of God, and defied His will, Satan exulted. It was proved, he declared,
that the law could not be obeyed; man could not be forgiven. Because he, after his rebellion,
had been banished from heaven, Satan claimed that the human race must be forever shut out
from God’s favor. God could not be just, he urged, and yet show mercy to the sinner. {DA
761.4}
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i At-one-ment for

Heaven (Original Sin) and the resulting questions and consequences (fallen and
unfallen beings)

Earth and the resulting questions and consequences

Whatever God (Christ) does
Restores at-one-ment with fallen beings
AND

Maintains at-one-ment with unfallen beings

For centuries God looked with patience and forbearance upon the cruel treatment given to his
ambassadors, at his holy law prostrate, despised, trampled underfoot. He swept away the
inhabitants of the Noachian world with a flood. But when the earth was again peopled, men
drew away from God, and renewed their hostility to him, manifesting bold defiance. Those
whom God rescued from Egyptian bondage followed in the footsteps of those who had
preceded them. Cause was followed by effect; the earth was being corrupted.

A crisis had arrived in the government of God. The earth was filled with transgression. The
voices of those who had been sacrificed to human envy and hatred were crying beneath the
altar for retribution. All heaven was prepared at the word of God to move to the help of his
elect. One word from him, and the bolts of heaven would have fallen upon the earth, filling it
with fire and flame. God had but to speak, and there would have been thunderings and
lightnings and earthquakes and destruction.

The heavenly intelligences were prepared for a fearful manifestation of Almighty power. Every
move was watched with intense anxiety. The exercise of justice was expected. The angels
looked for God to punish the inhabitants of the earth. . ..

The heavenly universe was amazed at God’s patience and love. To save fallen humanity the Son
of God took humanity upon himself. {RH, July 17, 1900} compare Desire of Ages 37

By coming to dwell with us, Jesus was to reveal God both to men and to angels. He was the
Word of God,—God’s thought made audible. In His prayer for His disciples He says, “I have

“u_n

declared unto them Thy name, “—"merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in
goodness and truth, “~"that the love wherewith Thou hast loved Me may be in them, and | in
them.” But not alone for His earthborn children was this revelation given. Our little world is the

lesson book of the universe. God’s wonderful purpose of grace, the mystery of redeeming love,
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is the theme into which “angels desire to look,” [1 Peter 1:12] and it will be their study
throughout endless ages. {DA 19.2}

To the angels and the unfallen worlds the cry, “It is finished,” had a deep significance. It was for
them as well as for us that the great work of redemption had been accomplished. {DA 758.2}

Not until the death of Christ was the character of Satan clearly revealed to the angels or to the
unfallen worlds. The archapostate had so clothed himself with deception that even holy beings
had not understood his principles. They had not clearly seen the nature of his rebellion. {DA
758.3}

Through the plan of salvation a larger purpose is to be wrought out even than the salvation of
man and the redemption of the earth. Through the revelation of the character of God in Christ,
the beneficence of the divine government would be manifested before the universe, the charge
of Satan refuted, the nature and results of sin made plain, and the perpetuity of the law fully
demonstrated. {ST, February 13, 1893 par. 12}

But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the salvation of man. It
was not for this alone that Christ came to the earth; it was not merely that the inhabitants of
this little world might regard the law of God as it should be regarded; but it was to vindicate the
character of God before the universe. To this result of His great sacrifice—its influence upon the
intelligences of other worlds, as well as upon man—the Saviour looked forward when just
before His crucifixion He said: “Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this
world be cast out. And |, if | be lifted up from the earth, will draw all unto Me.” John 12:31, 32.
The act of Christ in dying for the salvation of man would not only make heaven accessible to
men, but before all the universe it would justify God and His Son in their dealing with the
rebellion of Satan. It would establish the perpetuity of the law of God and would reveal the
nature and the results of sin. {PP 68.2}

That which alone can effectually restrain from sin in this world of darkness, will prevent sin in
heaven. The significance of the death of Christ will be seen by saints and angels. .. The angels
ascribe honor and glory to Christ, for even they are not secure except by looking to the
sufferings of the Son of God. It is through the efficacy of the cross that the angels of heaven are
guarded from apostasy. Without the cross they would be no more secure against evil than were
the angels before the fall of Satan. Angelic perfection failed in heaven. . . The plan of salvation,
making manifest the justice and love of God, provides an eternal safeguard against defection in
unfallen worlds, as well as among those who shall be redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. {ST,
December 30, 1889 par. 4}

It was in order that the heavenly universe might see the conditions of the covenant of
redemption that Christ bore the penalty in behalf of the human race. The throne of Justice
must be eternally and forever made secure, even tho the race be wiped out, and another
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creation populate the earth. By the sacrifice Christ was about to make, all doubts would be
forever settled, and the human race would be saved if they would return to their allegiance.
Christ alone could restore honor to God’s government. The cross of Calvary would be looked
upon by the unfallen worlds, by the heavenly universe, by Satanic agencies, by the fallen race,
and every mouth would be stopped. . ..

Who is able to describe the last scenes of Christ’s life on earth, His trial in the judgment hall, His
crucifixion? Who witnessed these scenes?—The heavenly universe, God the Father, Satan and
his angels. (Emphasis supplied) {ST, July 12, 1899}

Well, then, might the angels rejoice as they looked upon the Saviour’s cross; for though they
did not then understand all, they knew that the destruction of sin and Satan was forever made
certain, that the redemption of man was assured, and that the universe was made eternally
secure. Christ Himself fully comprehended the results of the sacrifice made upon Calvary. To all
these He looked forward when upon the cross He cried out, “It is finished.” {DA 764.4}
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IV:  Progressive Revelation of “God’s Law”

With progressive symbolic illustrations

But in heaven, service is not rendered in the spirit of legality. When Satan rebelled against the
law of Jehovah, the thought that there was a law came to the angels almost as an awakening to
something unthought of. In their ministry the angels are not as servants, but as sons. There is
perfect unity between them and their Creator. Obedience is to them no drudgery. Love for God
makes their service a joy. {MB 109.2}

He did not even then trust His precepts to the memory of a people who were prone to forget
His requirements, but wrote them upon tables of stone. He would remove from Israel all
possibility of mingling heathen traditions with His holy precepts, or of confounding His
requirements with human ordinances or customs. But He did not stop with giving them the
precepts of the Decalogue. The people had shown themselves so easily led astray that He
would leave no door of temptation unguarded. Moses was commanded to write, as God should
bid him, judgments and laws giving minute instruction as to what was required. These
directions relating to the duty of the people to God, to one another, and to the stranger were
only the principles of the Ten Commandments amplified and given in a specific manner, that
none need err. They were designed to guard the sacredness of the ten precepts engraved on
the tables of stone.

If man had kept the law of God, as given to Adam after his fall, preserved by Noah, and
observed by Abraham, there would have been no necessity for the ordinance of circumcision.
And if the descendants of Abraham had kept the covenant, of which circumcision was a sign,
they would never have been seduced into idolatry, nor would it have been necessary for them
to suffer a life of bondage in Egypt; they would have kept God’s law in mind, and there would
have been no necessity for it to be proclaimed from Sinai or engraved upon the tables of stone.
And had the people practiced the principles of the Ten Commandments, there would have been
no need of the additional directions given to Moses. {PP 364}
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V: Distortions of God’s Revelation and Symbolism

From the day the Lord declared to the serpent in Eden, “I will put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and her seed” (Genesis 3:15), Satan has known that he can
never hold absolute sway over the inhabitants of this world. When Adam and his sons began to
offer the ceremonial sacrifices ordained by God as a type of the coming Redeemer, Satan
discerned in these a symbol of communion between earth and heaven. During the long
centuries that have followed, it has been his constant effort to intercept this communion.
Untiringly has he sought to misrepresent God and to misinterpret the rites pointing to the
Saviour. . ..

While God has desired to teach men that from His own love comes the Gift which reconciles
them to Himself, the archenemy of mankind has endeavored to represent God as one who
delights in their destruction. Thus the sacrifices and ordinances designed of Heaven to reveal
divine love have been perverted (Prophets and Kings, pp. 684-686). {LHU 26}
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VI: “Dark Speech” — Highly Symbolic Language Describing Atonement

Examples of many such descriptions

As the high priest sprinkled the warm blood upon the mercy-seat while the fragrant cloud of
incense ascended before God, so, while we confess our sins and plead the efficacy of Christ’s
atoning blood, our prayers are to ascend to heaven, fragrant with the merits of our Saviour’s
character. Notwithstanding our unworthiness, we are to remember that there is One who can
take away sin, and who is willing and anxious to save the sinner. With his own blood he paid the
penalty for all wrong-doers. Every sin acknowledged before God with a contrite heart, he will
remove. “Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like

III

crimson, they shall be as wool.” For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: how much more shall the blood
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your

conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” {RH, September 29, 1896 par. 12}

The incense, ascending with the prayers of Israel, represents the merits and intercession of
Christ, His perfect righteousness, which through faith is imputed to His people, and which can
alone make the worship of sinful beings acceptable to God. Before the veil of the most holy
place was an altar of perpetual intercession, before the holy, an altar of continual atonement.
By blood and by incense God was to be approached—symbols pointing to the great Mediator,
through whom sinners may approach Jehovah, and through whom alone mercy and salvation
can be granted to the repentant, believing soul. {PP 353.2}

The religious services, the prayers, the praise, the penitent confession of sin ascend from true
believers as incense to the heavenly sanctuary, but passing through the corrupt channels of
humanity, they are so defiled that unless purified by blood, they can never be of value with
God. They ascend not in spotless purity, and unless the Intercessor, who is at God’s right hand,
presents and purifies all by His righteousness, it is not acceptable to God. All incense from
earthly tabernacles must be moist with the cleansing drops of the blood of Christ. He holds
before the Father the censer of His own merits, in which there is no taint of earthly corruption.
He gathers into this censer the prayers, the praise, and the confessions of His people, and with
these He puts His own spotless righteousness. Then, perfumed with the merits of Christ’s
propitiation, the incense comes up before God wholly and entirely acceptable. Then gracious
answers are returned. {1SM 344.2}

Recommend Audio Resource: http://pkp.cc/darkspeech
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VIl: Mixed “Dark Speech” and “Clearer Speech”

Christ represented the Father to the world, and He represents before God the chosen ones in
whom He has restored the moral image of God. They are His heritage. To them He says, “He
that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.” No man “knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither
knoweth any man the Father, but the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal Him.” No
priest, no religionist, can reveal the Father to any son or daughter of Adam. Men have only one
Advocate, one Intercessor, who is able to pardon transgression. Shall not our hearts swell with
gratitude to Him who gave Jesus to be the propitiation for our sins? Think deeply upon the love
that the Father has manifested in our behalf, the love that He has expressed for us. We can not
measure this love; for measurement there is none. Can we measure infinity? We can only point
to Calvary, to the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.

“For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son; much
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. And not only so, but we also joy in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement. Wherefore, as
by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for
that all have sinned; . . . Therefore, as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to
condemnation; even so by the righteousness of One the free gift came upon all men unto
justification of life. For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the
obedience of One shall many be made righteous.” [Romans 5:10] {ST, June 28, 1899}

Christ consented to die in the sinner’s stead, that man, by a life of obedience, might escape the
penalty of the law of God. His death did not make the law of none effect; it did not slay the law,
lessen its holy claims, nor detract from its sacred dignity. The death of Christ proclaimed the
justice of His Father’s law in punishing the transgressor, in that He consented to suffer the
penalty of the law Himself in order to save fallen man from its curse. The death of God’s
beloved Son on the cross shows the immutability of the law of God. His death magnifies the law
and makes it honorable, and gives evidence to man of its changeless character. From His own
divine lips are heard the words: “Think not that | am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: |
am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.” The death of Christ justified the claims of the law. {2T
200.2}

The Son of God, heaven’s glorious Commander, was touched with pity for the fallen race. His
heart was moved with infinite compassion as the woes of the lost world rose up before Him.
But divine love had conceived a plan whereby man might be redeemed. The broken law of God
demanded the life of the sinner. In all the universe there was but one who could, in behalf of
man, satisfy its claims. Since the divine law is as sacred as God Himself, only one equal with God
could make atonement for its transgression. None but Christ could redeem fallen man from the
curse of the law and bring him again into harmony with Heaven. Christ would take upon
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Himself the guilt and shame of sin—sin so offensive to a holy God that it must separate the
Father and His Son. Christ would reach to the depths of misery to rescue the ruined race. {PP
63.2}

Satan, the great apostate, has drawn the world to himself; but in the gift of the only begotten
Son, the Father has provided that divine power shall work in opposition to the powers of
darkness. Jesus said, “And |, if | be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.” Satan
has placed his seat on the earth, where should be the throne of God, and men prostrate
themselves before the prince of evil, rendering to him the homage that belongs alone to God.
But the cross of Christ has been erected between earth and heaven, and Jesus, the Prince of
life, says: “Through my love, | will draw the idolatrous hearts of men to myself. | will place
myself in harmony with human nature, and will engage every holy influence and agency in the
universe to array itself against the forces of evil.” {RH, February 12, 1895 par. 2}

The law requires righteousness,—a righteous life, a perfect character; and this man has not to
give. He cannot meet the claims of God’s holy law. But Christ, coming to the earth as man, lived
a holy life, and developed a perfect character. These He offers as a free gift to all who will
receive them. His life stands for the life of men. Thus they have remission of sins that are past,
through the forbearance of God. More than this, Christ imbues men with the attributes of God.
He builds up the human character after the similitude of the divine character, a goodly fabric of
spiritual strength and beauty. Thus the very righteousness of the law is fulfilled in the believer
in Christ. God can “be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.” Romans 3:26. {DA
762.2}

Christ came from the courts of glory to this sin-polluted world and humbled Himself to
humanity. He identified Himself with our weaknesses and was tempted in all points like as we
are. Christ perfected a righteous character here upon the earth, not on His own account, for His
character was pure and spotless, but for fallen man. His character He offers to man if he will
accept it. The sinner, through repentance of his sins, faith in Christ, and obedience to the
perfect law of God, has the righteousness of Christ imputed to him; it becomes his
righteousness, and his name is recorded in the Lamb’s book of life. He becomes a child of God,
a member of the royal family. {3T 371.2}

The salvation that Christ made such a sacrifice to gain for man, is that which is alone of value,
that which saves from sin—the cause of all the misery and woe in our world. Mercy extended to
the sinner is constantly drawing him to Jesus. If he responds, coming in penitence with
confession, in faith laying hold of the hope set before him in the gospel, God will not despise
the broken and contrite heart. Thus the law of God is not weakened, but the power of sin is
broken, and the scepter of mercy is extended to the penitent sinner (Letter 1f, 1890). {6BC
1072.3}
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Christ is the ladder that Jacob saw, the base resting on the earth, and the topmost round
reaching to the gate of heaven, to the very threshold of glory. If that ladder had failed by a
single step of reaching the earth, we should have been lost. But Christ reaches us where we are.
He took our nature and overcame, that we through taking His nature might overcome. Made
“in the likeness of sinful flesh” (Romans 8:3), He lived a sinless life. Now by His divinity He lays
hold upon the throne of heaven, while by His humanity He reaches us. He bids us by faith in
Him attain to the glory of the character of God. Therefore are we to be perfect, even as our
“Father which is in heaven is perfect.” {DA 311.5}

In patriarchal times the sacrificial offerings connected with divine worship constituted a
perpetual reminder of the coming of a Saviour, and thus it was with the entire ritual of the
sanctuary services throughout Israel’s history. In the ministration of the tabernacle, and of the
temple that afterward took its place, the people were taught each day, by means of types and
shadows, the great truths relative to the advent of Christ as Redeemer, Priest, and King; and
once each year their minds were carried forward to the closing events of the great controversy
between Christ and Satan, the final purification of the universe from sin and sinners. The
sacrifices and offerings of the Mosaic ritual were ever pointing toward a better service, even a
heavenly. The earthly sanctuary was “a figure for the time then present,” in which were offered
both gifts and sacrifices; its two holy places were “patterns of things in the heavens;” for Christ,
our great High Priest, is today “a minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which
the Lord pitched, and not man.” Hebrews 9:9, 23; 8:2. {PK 684.3}

All who did service in connection with the sanctuary were being educated constantly in regard
to the intervention of Christ in behalf of the human race. This service was designed to create in
every heart a love for the law of God, which is the law of His kingdom. The sacrificial offering
was to be an object lesson of the love of God revealed in Christ—in the suffering, dying victim,
who took upon Himself the sin of which man was guilty, the innocent being made sin for us.
{1SMm 233.3}

Such was the service performed “unto the example and shadow of heavenly things.” And what
was done in type in the ministration of the earthly sanctuary is done in reality in the
ministration of the heavenly sanctuary. After His ascension our Saviour began His work as our
high priest. Says Paul: “Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are
the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.”
Hebrews 9:24. {GC 420.2}

Wonderful—almost too wonderful for man to comprehend—is the Saviour’s sacrifice in our
behalf, shadowed forth in all the sacrifices of the past, in all the services of the typical
sanctuary. And this sacrifice was called for. When we realize that His suffering was necessary in
order to secure our eternal well-being, our hearts are touched and melted. He pledged Himself
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to accomplish our full salvation in a way satisfactory to the demands of God’s justice, and
consistent with the exalted holiness of His law. {1SM 309.2}

God’s love has been expressed in His justice no less than in His mercy. Justice is the foundation
of His throne, and the fruit of His love. It had been Satan’s purpose to divorce mercy from truth
and justice. He sought to prove that the righteousness of God’s law is an enemy to peace. But
Christ shows that in God’s plan they are indissolubly joined together; the one cannot exist
without the other. “Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed
each other.” Psalm 85:10. {DA 762.3}
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VIII: Primarily Clear Speech

Little symbolic or theologically laden terms

God saw that a clearer revelation than nature was needed to portray both His personality and
His character. He sent His Son into the world to manifest, so far as could be endured by human
sight, the nature and the attributes of the invisible God. {MH 419.4}

Through Christ’s redeeming work the government of God stands justified. The Omnipotent One
is made known as the God of love. Satan’s charges are refuted, and his character unveiled.
Rebellion can never again arise. Sin can never again enter the universe. Through eternal ages all
are secure from apostasy. By love’s self-sacrifice, the inhabitants of earth and heaven are
bound to their Creator in bonds of indissoluble union. {DA 26.2}

When Christ came to our world in the form of humanity, all were intensely interested in
following Him as He traversed, step by step, the bloodstained path from the manger to Calvary.
Heaven marked the insult and mockery that He received, and knew that it was at Satan’s
instigation. They marked the work of counteragencies going forward; Satan constantly pressing
darkness, sorrow, and suffering upon the race, and Christ counteracting it. They watched the
battle between light and darkness as it waxed stronger. And as Christ in His expiring agony
upon the cross cried out, “It is finished” (John 19:30), a shout of triumph rang through every
world and through heaven itself. The great contest that had been so long in progress in this
world was now decided, and Christ was conqueror. His death had answered the question
whether the Father and the Son had sufficient love for man to exercise self-denial and a spirit of
sacrifice. Satan had revealed his true character as a liar and a murderer. It was seen that the
very same spirit with which he had ruled the children of men who were under his power, he
would have manifested if permitted to control the intelligences of heaven. With one voice the
loyal universe united in extolling the divine administration. {PP 69.3}

With intense interest the unfallen worlds had watched to see Jehovah arise, and sweep away
the inhabitants of the earth. And if God should do this, Satan was ready to carry out his plan for
securing to himself the allegiance of heavenly beings. He had declared that the principles of
God’s government make forgiveness impossible. Had the world been destroyed, he would have
claimed that his accusations were proved true. He was ready to cast blame upon God, and to
spread his rebellion to the worlds above. But instead of destroying the world, God sent His Son
to save it. Though corruption and defiance might be seen in every part of the alien province, a
way for its recovery was provided. At the very crisis, when Satan seemed about to triumph, the
Son of God came with the embassage of divine grace. Through every age, through every hour,
the love of God had been exercised toward the fallen race. Notwithstanding the perversity of
men, the signals of mercy had been continually exhibited. And when the fullness of the time
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had come, the Deity was glorified by pouring upon the world a flood of healing grace that was
never to be obstructed or withdrawn till the plan of salvation should be fulfilled. {DA 37.2}

God has bound our hearts to Him by unnumbered tokens in heaven and in earth. Through the
things of nature, and the deepest and tenderest earthly ties that human hearts can know, He
has sought to reveal Himself to us. Yet these but imperfectly represent His love. Though all
these evidences have been given, the enemy of good blinded the minds of men, so that they
looked upon God with fear; they thought of Him as severe and unforgiving. Satan led men to
conceive of God as a being whose chief attribute is stern justice,—one who is a severe judge, a
harsh, exacting creditor. He pictured the Creator as a being who is watching with jealous eye to
discern the errors and mistakes of men, that He may visit judgments upon them. It was to
remove this dark shadow, by revealing to the world the infinite love of God, that Jesus came to
live among men. {SC 10.3}

Christ came to reveal God to the world as a God of love, a God of mercy, tenderness, and
compassion. By the world’s Redeemer the thick darkness with which Satan had enshrouded the
throne of the Deity was swept away, and the Father was again manifest to men as the Light of
life. {RH, February 15, 1912 par. 4}

Up to the time of Christ’s first advent, men worshiped cruel, despotic gods. Even the Jewish
mind was reached through fear, and not love. Christ’s mission on the earth was to reveal to
men that God was not a despot, but a heavenly Father, full of love and mercy for His children.
{18MR 112.4}

But ... when the great controversy shall be ended, then, the plan of redemption having been
completed, the character of God is revealed to all created intelligences. The precepts of His law
are seen to be perfect and immutable. Then sin has made manifest its nature, Satan his
character. Then the extermination of sin will vindicate God’s love and establish His honor
before a universe of beings who delight to do His will, and in whose heart is His law. {DA 764.3}

Satan was exulting that he had succeeded in debasing the image of God in humanity. Then
Jesus came to restore in man the image of his Maker. None but Christ can fashion anew the
character that has been ruined by sin. He came to expel the demons that had controlled the
will. He came to lift us up from the dust, to reshape the marred character after the pattern of
His divine character, and to make it beautiful with His own glory. {DA 37.3}

In stooping to take upon Himself humanity, Christ revealed a character the opposite of the
character of Satan. But He stepped still lower in the path of humiliation. “Being found in fashion
as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”.
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By His life and His death, Christ has achieved even more than recovery from the ruin wrought
through sin. It was Satan’s purpose to bring about an eternal separation between God and man;
but in Christ we become more closely united to God than if we had never fallen. In taking our
nature, the Saviour has bound Himself to humanity by a tie that is never to be broken. Through
the eternal ages He is linked with us. “God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten
Son.” John 3:16. He gave Him not only to bear our sins, and to die as our sacrifice; He gave Him
to the fallen race. To assure us of His immutable counsel of peace, God gave His only-begotten
Son to become one of the human family, forever to retain His human nature. This is the pledge
that God will fulfill His word. “Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon His shoulder.” God has adopted human nature in the person of His
Son, and has carried the same into the highest heaven. It is the “Son of man” who shares the
throne of the universe. It is the “Son of man” whose name shall be called, “Wonderful,
Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6. The | AM is
the Daysman between God and humanity, laying His hand upon both. He who is “holy,
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners,” is not ashamed to call us brethren. Hebrews 7:26;
2:11. In Christ the family of earth and the family of heaven are bound together. Christ glorified
is our brother. Heaven is enshrined in humanity, and humanity is enfolded in the bosom of
Infinite Love. {DA 25.3}

With many the story of the condescension, humiliation, and sacrifice of our divine Lord
awakens no deeper interest, and stirs the soul and affects the life no more, than does the
history of the death of the martyrs of Jesus. Many have suffered death by slow tortures; others
have suffered death by crucifixion. In what does the death of God’s dear Son differ from these?
It is true He died upon the cross a most cruel death; yet others, for His dear sake, have suffered
equally, so far as bodily torture is concerned. Why, then, was the suffering of Christ more
dreadful than that of other persons who have yielded their lives for His sake? If the sufferings of
Christ consisted in physical pain alone, then His death was no more painful than that of some of
the martyrs.

But bodily pain was but a small part of the agony of God’s dear Son. The sins of the world were
upon Him, also the sense of His Father’s wrath as He suffered the penalty of the law
transgressed. It was these that crushed His divine soul. It was the hiding of His Father’s face—a
sense that His own dear Father had forsaken Him—which brought despair. The separation that
sin makes between God and man was fully realized and keenly felt by the innocent, suffering
Man of Calvary. He was oppressed by the powers of darkness. He had not one ray of light to
brighten the future. And He was struggling with the power of Satan, who was declaring that he
had Christ in his power, that he was superior in strength to the Son of God, that the Father had
disowned His Son, and that He was no longer in the favor of God any more than himself. If He
was indeed still in favor with God, why need He die? God could save Him from death.
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Christ yielded not in the least degree to the torturing foe, even in His bitterest anguish. Legions
of evil angels were all about the Son of God, yet the holy angels were bidden not to break their
ranks and engage in conflict with the taunting, reviling foe. Heavenly angels were not permitted
to minister unto the anguished spirit of the Son of God. It was in this terrible hour of darkness,
the face of His Father hidden, legions of evil angels enshrouding Him, the sins of the world upon
Him, that the words were wrenched from His lips: “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken
Me?”

The death of the martyrs can bear no comparison with the agony endured by the Son of God.
We should take broader and deeper views of the life, sufferings, and death of God’s dear Son.
When the atonement is viewed correctly, the salvation of souls will be felt to be of infinite
value. {2T 214, 215}

Looking upon man, God saw his desperate rebellion, and He devised a remedy. Christ was His
gift to the world for man’s reconcilement. The Son of God was appointed to come to this earth
to take humanity and by His own example to be a great educating power among men. His
experience in man’s behalf was to enable men to resist Satan’s power. He came to mold
character and to give mental power, to shed abroad the beams of true education, that the true
aim of life might not be lost sight of. The sons of men had had a practical knowledge of evil;
Christ came to the world to show them that He had planted for them the tree of life, the leaves
of which are for the healing of the nations. {CT 33.3}

The atonement of Christ is not a mere skillful way to have our sins pardoned; it is a divine
remedy for the cure of transgression and the restoration of spiritual health. It is the Heaven-
ordained means by which the righteousness of Christ may be not only upon us but in our hearts
and characters (Letter 406, 1906). {6BC 1074.2}

It is growth in knowledge of the character of Christ that sanctifies the soul. To discern and
appreciate the wonderful work of the atonement, transforms him who contemplates the plan
of salvation. By beholding Christ, he becomes changed into the same image, from glory to glory,
as by the Spirit of the Lord. The beholding of Jesus becomes an ennobling, refining process to
the actual Christian. He sees the Pattern, and grows into its likeness, and then how easily are
dissensions, emulations, and strife adjusted. The perfection of Christ’s character is the
Christian’s inspiration. When we see him as he is, desire awakes to be like him, and this
elevates the whole man; for “every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he
is pure.” {RH, August 26, 1890 par. 7}

When he sees in Christ the embodiment of infinite and disinterested love and benevolence,
there is awakened in the heart of the sinner a thankful disposition to follow where Christ is
drawing.—Manuscript 87, 1900. {1SM 234.4}
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We are not to think of God only as a judge, and to forget him as our loving Father. Nothing can
do our souls greater harm than this; for our whole spiritual life will be molded by our
conceptions of God’s character. {RH, April 5, 1887 par. 10}

The glory of Christ is his character, and it is the character of Christ that draws the hearts of
men. Connected with the God of all power, divine sympathy draws minds into harmony with
the divine, and imparts fresh impulses to human hearts. The love of Christ draws the hearts of
those who contemplate his humiliation and suffering in the sinner’s behalf. They are amazed at
the spectacle of God becoming a sacrifice for the guilty, and though they cannot fathom the
depths of his love, they submit to be drawn to him, and respond to his amazing love,
exclaiming, “Thy gentleness hath made me great.”

The Lord of life and glory came and dwelt among men. Instead of withdrawing himself because
of the sinfulness of man, instead of confining his labors to a few congenial spirits, and leaving
those who knew him not, to the blindness and ignorance of their sinful hearts, as they deserved
to be left, he came nearer to erring humanity. Though in him dwelt all the fullness of the
Godhead bodily, he clothed his divinity with humanity, and established his dwelling-place on
the earth, in order that he might demonstrate to men the infinite measure of God’s love. He
came to reveal to men to what extent the Son of God could submit to humiliation, self-denial,
and suffering, in order to accomplish his divine purpose of working out the salvation of men.
{RH, February 12, 1895}

“God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” This love on behalf of man, expressed in the gift of
His only-begotten Son, called forth from Satan the most intense hatred, both toward the Giver
and toward the priceless Gift. Satan had represented the Father to the world in a false light,
and by this great Gift his representations were proved untrue, for here was love without a
parallel, proving that man was to be redeemed by an inconceivable cost. Satan had tried to
obliterate the image of God in man in order that as God looked upon him in his wretchedness,
in his perverseness, in his degradation, He might be induced to give him up as hopelessly lost.
But the Lord gave His only begotten Son in order that the most sinful, the most degraded, need
not perish, but, by believing on Jesus Christ, may be reclaimed, regenerated, and restored to
the image of God, and thus have eternal life (Signs of the Times, Nov. 20, 1893). {LHU 212.4}

Is he now free to transgress God’s law? Says Paul: “Do we then make void the law through
faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law.” “How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any
longer therein?” And John declares: “This is the love of God, that we keep His commandments:
and His commandments are not grievous.” Romans 3:31; 6:2; 1 John 5:3. In the new birth the
heart is brought into harmony with God, as it is brought into accord with His law. When this
mighty change has taken place in the sinner, he has passed from death unto life, from sin unto
holiness, from transgression and rebellion to obedience and loyalty. The old life of alienation
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from God has ended; the new life of reconciliation, of faith and love, has begun. Then “the
righteousness of the law” will “be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit.” Romans 8:4. And the language of the soul will be: “O how love | Thy law! it is my
meditation all the day.” Psalm 119:97. {GC 468.1}

God’s forgiveness is not merely a judicial act by which He sets us free from condemnation. It is
not only forgiveness for sin but reclaiming from sin. It is the outflow of redeeming love that
transforms the heart. David had the true conception of forgiveness when he prayed, “Create in
me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalm 51:10.

If you take even one step toward Him in repentance, He will hasten to enfold you in His arms of
infinite love. His ear is open to the cry of the contrite soul. The very first reaching out of the
heart after God is known to Him. Never a prayer is offered, however faltering, never a tear is
shed, however secret, never a sincere desire after God is cherished, however feeble, but the
Spirit of God goes forth to meet it. Even before the prayer is uttered or the yearning of the
heart made known, grace from Christ goes forth to meet the grace that is working upon the
human soul. {FLB 129}

As you see the enormity of sin, as you see yourself as you really are, do not give up to despair. It
was sinners that Christ came to save. We have not to reconcile God to us, but—O wondrous
love!—God in Christ is “reconciling the world unto Himself.” 2 Corinthians 5:19. He is wooing by
His tender love the hearts of His erring children. No earthly parent could be as patient with the
faults and mistakes of his children, as is God with those He seeks to save. No one could plead
more tenderly with the transgressor. No human lips ever poured out more tender entreaties to
the wanderer than does He. All His promises, His warnings, are but the breathing of unutterable
love. {SC 35.3}

The earth was dark through misapprehension of God. That the gloomy shadows might be
lightened, that the world might be brought back to God, Satan’s deceptive power was to be
broken. This could not be done by force. The exercise of force is contrary to the principles of
God’s government; He desires only the service of love; and love cannot be commanded; it
cannot be won by force or authority. Only by love is love awakened. To know God is to love
Him; His character must be manifested in contrast to the character of Satan. This work only one
Being in all the universe could do. Only He who knew the height and depth of the love of God
could make it known. Upon the world’s dark night the Sun of Righteousness must rise, “with
healing in His wings.” Malachi 4:2. {DA 22.1}

Jesus did not first reveal himself in his true character to them, and then open the Scriptures to
their minds; for he knew that they would be so overjoyed to see him again, risen from the dead,
that their souls would be satisfied. They would not hunger for the sacred truths which he
wished to indelibly impress upon their minds, that they might impart them to others, who
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should in their turn spread the precious knowledge, until thousands of people should receive
the light given that day to the despairing disciples as they journeyed to Emmaus.

He maintained his disguise till he had interpreted the Scriptures, and had led them to an
intelligent faith in his life, his character, his mission to earth, and his death and resurrection. He
wished the truth to take firm root in their minds, not because it was supported by his personal
testimony, but because the typical law, and the prophets of the Old Testament, agreeing with
the facts of his life and death, presented unquestionable evidence of that truth. When the
object of his labors with the two disciples was gained, he revealed himself to them that their joy
might be full, and then vanished from their sight. (Emphasis supplied) {3SP 214}

The law of love being the foundation of the government of God, the happiness of all created
beings depended upon their perfect accord with its great principles of righteousness. God
desires from all His creatures the service of love—homage that springs from an intelligent
appreciation of His character. He takes no pleasure in a forced allegiance, and to all He grants
freedom of will, that they may render Him voluntary service. {GC 493.2}

Christ is ready to set us free from sin, but He does not force the will; and if by persistent
transgression the will itself is wholly bent on evil, and we do not desire to be set free, if we will
not accept His grace, what more can He do? We have destroyed ourselves by our determined
rejection of His love. “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”
“Today if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts.” 2 Corinthians 6:2; Hebrews 3:7, 8. {SC
34.2}

“Come now, and let us reason together” is the Creator’s invitation to the beings He has made.
Isaiah 1:18. God does not force the will of His creatures. He cannot accept an homage that is
not willingly and intelligently given. A mere forced submission would prevent all real
development of mind or character; it would make man a mere automaton. Such is not the
purpose of the Creator. He desires that man, the crowning work of His creative power, shall
reach the highest possible development. He sets before us the height of blessing to which He
desires to bring us through His grace. He invites us to give ourselves to Him, that He may work
His will in us. It remains for us to choose whether we will be set free from the bondage of sin, to
share the glorious liberty of the sons of God. {SC 43.4}

The man who attempts to keep the commandments of God from a sense of obligation merely—
because he is required to do so—will never enter into the joy of obedience. He does not obey.
When the requirements of God are accounted a burden because they cut across human
inclination, we may know that the life is not a Christian life. True obedience is the outworking of
a principle within. It springs from the love of righteousness, the love of the law of God. The
essence of all righteousness is loyalty to our Redeemer. This will lead us to do right because it is
right—because right doing is pleasing to God. {COL 97.3}
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The effort to earn salvation by one’s own works inevitably leads men to pile up human
exactions as a barrier against sin. For, seeing that they fail to keep the law, they will devise rules
and regulations of their own to force themselves to obey. All this turns the mind away from
God to self. His love dies out of the heart, and with it perishes love for his fellow men. A system
of human invention, with its multitudinous exactions, will lead its advocates to judge all who
come short of the prescribed human standard. The atmosphere of selfish and narrow criticism
stifles the noble and generous emotions, and causes men to become self-centered judges and
petty spies.

The Pharisees were of this class. They came forth from their religious services, not humbled
with a sense of their own weakness, not grateful for the great privileges that God had given
them. They came forth filled with spiritual pride, and their theme was, “Myself, my feelings, my
knowledge, my ways.” Their own attainments became the standard by which they judged
others. Putting on the robes of self-dignity, they mounted the judgment seat to criticize and
condemn.

The people partook largely of the same spirit, intruding upon the province of conscience and
judging one another in matters that lay between the soul and God. It was in reference to this
spirit and practice that Jesus said, “Judge not, that ye be not judged.” That is, do not set
yourself up as a standard. Do not make your opinions, your views of duty, your interpretations
of Scripture, a criterion for others and in your heart condemn them if they do not come up to
your ideal. Do not criticize others, conjecturing as to their motives and passing judgment upon
them. {MB 123}

It was taught by the Jews that before God’s love is extended to the sinner, he must first repent.
In their view, repentance is a work by which men earn the favor of Heaven. And it was this
thought that led the Pharisees to exclaim in astonishment and anger. “This man receiveth
sinners.” According to their ideas He should permit none to approach Him but those who had
repented. But in the parable of the lost sheep, Christ teaches that salvation does not come
through our seeking after God but through God’s seeking after us. “There is none that
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way.” Romans
3:11, 12. We do not repent in order that God may love us, but He reveals to us His love in order
that we may repent. {COL 189.1}
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IX: Clearest Speech

Perhaps a “Rosetta Stone” for interpretation of “Dark Speech”

January 20, 1890 God Made Manifest in Christ.
By Mrs. E. G. White.

At the first advent of Christ, darkness, covered the earth, and gross darkness the people. Light
and truth seemed to have departed from among men, and Satan appeared to reign in
undisputed power. Rival sects existed, and among those who professed to be the servants of
God were displayed love of preeminence and strife for power and position. Souls who were
desirous of light were filled with perplexity and sorrow. Many were sighing, “What is truth?”
Ignorance prevailed, but many were looking for something better, looking for light that would
illuminate the moral darkness of the world. They were thirsting for a knowledge of the living
God, for some assurance of a life beyond the tomb. There were men not of the Jewish nation
who prophesied that an inspired instructor would come to teach them of the truth. There were
among the Jews men who had not polluted their integrity, who read with eager anticipation the
sure word of prophecy that pointed to the advent of the Redeemer. They rejoiced in the
promise that God had made to his servant Moses: “I will raise them up a prophet from among
their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto
them all that | shall command him. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken
unto my words which he shall speak in my name, | will require it of him.”

Again they read how the Lord should anoint Him to preach good tidings unto the meek, to bind
up the broken-hearted, proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them
that are bound, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. They read how he would set
judgment in the earth, how the isles should wait for his law, how the Gentiles would come to
his light, and kings to the brightness of his rising.

Christ came just as prophecy had foretold. He was the “way, the truth, and the life,” and the
beams of the Sun of Righteousness dispelled the moral darkness so that the honest in heart
might see the truth. The absence of outward display and worldly grandeur, called forth
comments of disapprobation from the people. Doubt and criticism met him on every side.
Christ himself had chosen the human conditions of his life. He had selected the lowliest place in
society. He was the Majesty of heaven, and he knew that the world would bear sway by
magnificence, carrying everything before its display and grandeur; but Jesus honored those
whom the world looked upon with contempt. Christ's birthplace was devoid of conveniences,
not to speak of riches and luxury. And his entire life in this world was in keeping with the
humble home of his early experience.
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The Saviour of the world proposed that no attraction of an earthly character should call men to
his side. The light and beauty of celestial truth alone should be the drawing power. The
outward glory, the worldly honor, which attracts the attention of men, he would not assume.
He made himself accessible to all, teaching the pure, exalted principle of truth as that which
was only worthy of their notice. But although so humbly born, so unpretending in life, God did
not leave him without a witness. The principalities of heaven did him homage. Wonders in the
heavens above and signs in the earth beneath attested his power and majesty. At his baptism a
voice from heaven fell upon the ears of men, declaring, “This is my beloved Son, in whom | am
well pleased.” The bright glory of God in the form of a dove of burnished gold encircled him.
John declared: “That was the true light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.
He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came
unto his own, and his own received him not.”

Christ came to represent the Father. We behold in him the image of the invisible God. He
clothed his divinity with humanity, and came to the world that the erroneous ideas Satan had
been the means of creating in the minds of men, in regard to the character of God, might be
removed. We could not behold the glory of God unveiled in Christ and live; but as he came in
the garb of humanity, we may draw nigh to our Redeemer. We are called upon to behold the
Lord our Father in the person of his Son. Christ came in the robe of the flesh, with his glory
subdued in humanity, that lost man might communicate with him and live. Through Christ we
may comprehend something of him who is glorious in holiness. Jesus is the mystic ladder by
which we may mount to behold the glory of the infinite God. By faith we behold Christ standing
between humanity and divinity, connecting God and man, and earth and heaven.

Christ came to save fallen man, and Satan with fiercest wrath met him on the field of conflict;
for the enemy knew that when divine strength was added to human weakness, man was armed
with power and intelligence, and could break away from the captivity in which he had bound
him. Satan sought to intercept every ray of light from the throne of God. He sought to cast his
shadow across the earth, that men might lose the true views of God’s character, and that the
knowledge of God might become extinct in the earth. He had caused truth of vital importance
to be so mingled with error that it had lost its significance. The law of Jehovah was burdened
with needless exactions and traditions, and God was represented as severe, exacting,
revengeful, and arbitrary. He was pictured as one who could take pleasure in the sufferings of
his creatures. The very attributes that belonged to the character of Satan, the evil one
represented as belonging to the character of God. Jesus came to teach men of the Father, to
correctly represent him before the fallen children of earth. Angels could not fully portray the
character of God, but Christ, who was a living impersonation of God, could not fail to
accomplish the work. The only way in which he could set and keep men right was to make
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himself visible and familiar to their eyes. That men might have salvation he came directly to
man, and became a partaker of his nature.

The Father was revealed in Christ as altogether a different being from that which Satan had
represented him to be. Said Christ, “Neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he
to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.” The love of Jesus, expressed for the fallen race in his
life of self-denial and sufferings, is the manifestation of the Father’s love for a sinful, fallen
world. Christ endured shame and grief and death for those who despised his love and trampled
upon his mercy. He paid the debt of man’s transgression upon the cross of Calvary with his own
precious blood. The men of his own nation, the leaders of the people, were so ensnared by the
deceptions of Satan that the plan of redemption for a fallen race seemed to their minds
indistinct and unexplainable.

Man was God’s workmanship, made after his image, endowed with talents, and fitted for a high
destiny. But Satan has worked to obliterate the divine image, and to impress his own image
instead of the image of God in man’s nature. Jesus condescended to humble himself, to take
human nature, and by uniting divinity with humanity, he proposed to elevate man in the scale
of moral value. All heaven was poured out in the gift of God’s dear Son. Through faith in him
the sinner could be justified, and God could yet be just in justifying the sinner; for Christ had
become a propitiation for the sins of the repentant soul. The only plan that could be devised to
save the human race was that which called for the incarnation, humiliation, and crucifixion of
the Son of God, the Majesty of heaven. After the plan of salvation was devised, Satan could
have no ground upon which to found his suggestion that God, because so great, could care
nothing for so insignificant a creature as man. The redemption of man is a wonderful theme,
and the love manifested to the fallen race through the plan of salvation, can be estimated only
by the cross of Calvary. The depth of this love even angels cannot sound. That God could
consent to become flesh, and dwell among fallen beings, to lift them up from their helplessness
and despair, is an unfathomed mystery. He whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, whose
dominion endureth throughout all generations, made himself to be sin for us that he might lift
up all that are bowed down, and give life to those who are ready to perish.

Oh, that men might open their minds to know God as he is revealed in his Son! Truth came
forth from the lips of Jesus, uncorrupted with human philosophy. His words were from heaven,
such as mortal lips had never spoken nor mortal ears ever heard. His heart was an altar on
which burned the flames of infinite love. Goodness, mercy, and love were enthroned in the
breast of the Son of God. He set up his tabernacle in the midst of our human encampment,
pitched his tent by the side of the tents of men, that he might dwell among them and make
them familiar with his divine character and love. No one could love Christ and pay homage to
him without serving and honoring the infinite God. Those who had an appreciation of the
character and mission of Christ, were filled with reverence and awe, as they looked upon him
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and felt that they were looking upon the temple of the living God. Officers were sent to take
the Son of God, that the temple in which God was enshrined might be destroyed. But as they
drew near and heard the words of divine wisdom that fell from his lips, they were charmed, and
the power and excellence of his instruction so filled their hearts and minds that they forgot the
purpose for which they had been sent. Christ revealed himself to their souls. Divinity flashed
through humanity, and they returned so filled with this one thought, so charmed with the ideas
he had presented, that when the leaders of Israel inquired, “Why have ye not brought him?”
they replied, “Never man spake like this man.” They had seen that which priests and rulers
would not see,—humanity flooded with the light and glory of divinity. Those who would behold
this glory would be drawn to love Jesus and to love the Father whom he represented. Christ
exalted the character of God, attributing to him the praise, and giving to him the credit, of the
whole purpose of his own mission on earth,—to set men right through the revelation of God. In
Christ was arrayed before men the paternal grace and the matchless perfections of the Father.
In his prayer just before his crucifixion, he declared, “I have manifested thy name.” “l have
glorified thee on the earth; | have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.” When the
object of his mission was attained,—the revelation of God to the world,—the Son of God
announced that his work was accomplished, and that the character of the Father was made
manifest to men. {ST, January 20, 1890}
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