Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
First Quarter 2025: God’s Love and Justice
Lesson 3 “To Be Pleasing to God”

Read for this week’s study

Luke 15:11-32; Zephaniah 3:17; Ephesians 5:25-28; Isaiah 43:4; Romans 8:1; Romans 5:8; Mark
9:17-29.

Memory Text

“The LorD your God in your midst, the Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over you with
gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over you with singing” (Zephaniah 3:17,
NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l. Introduction

Il. More Valuable Than You Can Imagine
Il. Rejoicing With Gladness

V. Pleasing God?

V. Living Stones

VI. A Worthy Goal

VII. Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration
Facilitator: Jon Paulien

1. A five-year-old child brings a parent a “work of art” that he or she cobbled together
from leftover ice cream sticks, Q-Tips, broken crayons, and assorted other castoffs.
Why would a parent be pleased by such a “worthless” gift from a child? After all, a
child’s gift was either bought with a parent’s money or made from materials the
parent originally paid for. What value could that gift possibly have to the parent?
The answer to that question is probably the answer to the next question: Can we
actually do anything that pleases God? (Sabbath Afternoon’s Lesson)

2. Is God a Being with real emotions like human beings have? Does a term like
“pleased” or “delighted” even make sense when speaking about God?
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3. Read Luke 15:11-32. What does this parable reveal about God? And what warning
does it provide for those who, like the elder brother, stay close to the father
throughout the story? Does the older brother have a point? Is his father being unfair
in treating the prodigal the way he does? Is love at times unfair? (Sunday’s Lesson)

4, Read Zephaniah 3:17. How does this verse shed light on the parable of the prodigal
son? What does Ephesians 5:25-32 say about God’s love as well as the love we are
called to display? (Monday’s Lesson)

5. Read Isaiah 43:4, Psalm 149:4, and Proverbs 15:8-9. What do these verses tell us
about God’s delight in His people? On the other hand, if God loves us as much as the
Bible suggests, why is God so displeased when we sin? (Tuesday’s Lesson)

6. Read Romans 8:1 and 5:8. What do these texts teach about our standing before
God? (Wednesday’s Lesson)
7. Read 1 Peter 2:4-6, Hebrews 11:6 and 13:21. What do these texts tell us about how

to please God? (Wednesday’s Lesson)

8. A question that often arises after texts like these is: “What if | am not good enough,
trusting enough to please God?” If someone were to ask you that question, how
would you respond? Read Mark 9:17-29. How does Jesus respond to the man in the
story? How much faith is enough? (Thursday’s Lesson)

9. When Jesus says, “Love one another the way | have loved you”, how does one do
that in practical terms? See Paul’s answer to that question in Romans 12:9-21. How
would you understand each detail of Paul’s advice in this passage? (Thursday’s

Lesson)
10. In what way is the Golden Rule an “emergency measure”? (Friday’s Lesson)
11. Even though you know with your mind that God is on your side, how often are you

tempted to feel that you are somehow an exception to God’s loving regard for the
human race? A statement to ponder: “The Lord is disappointed when His people
place a low estimate upon themselves. He desires His chosen heritage to value
themselves according to the price He has placed upon them. God wanted them, else
He would not have sent His Son on such an expensive errand to redeem them.” Ellen
G. White, The Desire of Ages, 668. (Friday’s Lesson)
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Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

And that’s why Jesus told the prodigal son story. When did the father forgive the prodigal son?
Even as he helped him pack his bags to leave. And the greatest discovery the prodigal son made
was—half way through his speech of repentance—that his father had long since forgiven him.
The message of forgiveness is simply part of the revelation of the truth about God. {Graham
Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in all 66 — Ephesians & Colossians,
recorded May 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference,
click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/67MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/68MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

That ring meant that he had full and equal authority in the family, which was very offensive to
the older brother. For the older brother was quite a legalist, who thought that the longer you
served, the more you should be rewarded. And the father said, “Haven’t you enjoyed being
with me all this time?” Suggesting that the greatest reward we ever have is to be with our
heavenly father, if we really like him.

Did the father discuss the legal standing of his son at all? What’s the only thing the prodigal son
had to do to be saved? Just come home. That’s absolutely all. Of course, if he hadn’t come,
what could the father do? Even though he didn’t know his father that well, he knew enough to
start home. And that’s why | think many of us might start home from the foot of Sinai, or lots of
places in between. All that counts is, be sure we start home. And the boy came home and found
the truth about his father. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God
in all 66 — Luke, recorded April 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the
above reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/55MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/56MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Lou: Now, there are questions that arise in regard to the second part of your presentation on
intercession. You’ve talked about intercession, a mediator, as part of an emergency measure.
Does that mean that we don’t need an advocate? First John, second chapter talks about, “If any
man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” Are you saying that
we don’t need an advocate?

Graham: As | mentioned, if one is still afraid of God, the Bible says we have an advocate with

the Father. However, knowing that we really don’t need someone to intercede with the Father,
do we still need an advocate? Well, if we only determined who it is that’s really against us, then
we would see why we need an advocate standing beside the Father, the paraclete, called to His
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side to help. Satan is against us, the accuser of the brethren who accuses us day and night
before God. Look in Zechariah 3, who is accusing Joshua the High Priest? Who is defending? In
Job, who is accusing? Who is defending? So since we have an enemy, God’s enemy is our
enemy too.

We need an advocate. We need someone to represent us. To God? No. He’s our friend as much
as the Son and the Holy Spirit. But our future neighbors and friends, the inhabitants of the
universe, might not be too sure about us. And God doesn’t ask them to accept His list of
candidates. He doesn’t run His universe that way. So He allows Satan to accuse, and has Jesus
explain. If He can defend, He does. If He can’t, He won’t. And so it’s very real to me that Jesus is
in this role of advocate and intercessor defending His loyal children who may even be just
babes in the truth. If they trust Him like the thief on the cross, Jesus can say, “Yes, he has a
terrible record as the Devil has pointed out, but he has a new heart and a right spirit. |
commend him as safe to save, even to live next door to.” And his guardian angel heaves a big
sigh of relief.

Lou: Not from God’s wrath or anything like that, that He’s protecting us.
Graham: No. So often, we’ve got the wrong enemy.

Lou: He made God the enemy.

Graham: Yes.

Lou: Exactly what the devil would like to have us think.

Graham: Exactly. The Father’s not our foe. No. “If God can be for us, who can be against us?”
Romans 8. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #11
with Lou Venden, “God’s Emergency Measures” recorded April 1984, Loma Linda, California} To
listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link:
http://pkp.cc/11MMCAG

Someone came between because of the emergency. It’s not ideal. God would like to deal
directly with us, face to face, as a man speaks with his friend. But because we don’t know God,
and we’ve been afraid, God has given us these pictures. He’s given us a picture even of Jesus
being our judge. Doesn’t Jesus deal with this? He says, “You’re all comforted that I’'m going to
be your judge. Because you were scared my Father was going to judge you, isn’t that right?”
They said, “Oh, we’re so relieved you’re going to be our judge.” Is that because the Father is not
as gracious and forgiving as the Son, that we say we’re glad the Son’s going to be our judge? So
before he went back to heaven, he said, “I've got to clear that up, too. Actually, if you’ve seen
me, you’ve seen the Father. You’d receive just as gracious judgment from my Father as from
me. But I'd like to take you a step further. I’'m not going to judge you anyway.” “Oh, there’ll be
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something that will judge you. The truth will judge you. The truth about my Father in the Great
Controversy. The truth about the kind of person he is and what he wants of his children, and
the way he governs the universe. That’s the truth. If you have loved that truth and it has led you
to repentance and faith and trust, you will have stood humbly in our presence and said, ‘What
must | do to be saved and healed?’ and we will have been able to save and heal you, and all will
be well. But if you have turned down this truth about my Father and about me, you will not
know us; you will not be our friends; you will not trust us enough to listen; we will not be able
to heal you; and you will perish and we will cry.” And that’s the judgment. {Graham Maxwell.
Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in All 66 — Leviticus, recorded October 1981,
Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following
direct links:

*Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1983:

http://pkp.cc/SMMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/6MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

It certainly helps to understand “salvation by faith” and “righteousness by faith,” to understand
faith as trust in this way. We’re not saved by faith; that is, faith does not save us. God saves us.
But God can only save those who trust Him.

Like a physician, God stands ready to heal all the damage done. But He cannot force us to be
well. If we don’t trust Him enough to listen, and to cooperate, and let Him heal the damage
done, there’s no way He can heal us. Physicians cannot heal rebellious patients who stay away
because they think the doctor is a quack. Only if there is trust there—mutual trust—can healing
really take place.

But now, doesn’t it seem too little that God would only ask for trust? Isn’t it also necessary to
know Him? And to love Him? And to obey Him? Not to mention the need to repent. And to be
reborn. And to be converted. And to be justified. And to be sanctified. And even to be perfect.
And the list gets so long that it’s no wonder that it discourages many people from really
wanting to have a right relationship with our God. But don’t be scared by that list. Taken in the
larger view of what went wrong and what needs to be set right, every one of those items | have
mentioned is an integral part of a single, wonderful, reassuring, transforming experience that is
made available to us all. And it was never supposed to be so complicated, or to be divided into
so many different parts. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About
God, #3, “All God Asks Is Trust” recorded January 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the
entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/3MMCAG
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Further Study with Ellen White

All are not led to the Lord in precisely the same way. Human beings are not to define, arbitrarily
and narrowly, the characteristics of God’s working on minds. It may be given to one to gain
spiritual strength and discernment easily, while another has to contend with “a thorn in the
flesh” (2 Corinthians 12:7), and at times is ready, apparently, to step off the heights over the
precipice. Yet who dare say that God does not still love and regard as His child the one so sorely
beset, and that His hand is not still stretched out to save? {TDG 67.3}

All heaven is interested in our salvation. The angels of God, thousands upon thousands, and ten
thousand times ten thousand, are commissioned to minister to those who shall be heirs of
salvation. They guard us against evil and press back the powers of darkness that are seeking our
destruction. {6T 63.3}

In every human being He discerned infinite possibilities. He saw men as they might be,
transfigured by His grace—in “the beauty of the Lord our God” (Psalm 90:17). {AG 223.3}

Had Christ come in His divine form, humanity could not have endured the sight. The contrast
would have been too painful, the glory too overwhelming. Humanity could not have endured
the presence of one of the pure, bright angels from glory; therefore Christ took not on Him the
nature of angels; He came in the likeness of men. {5BC 1131.1}

Never are we absent from the mind of God. God is our joy and our salvation. {CTr 357.2}

The precious Saviour will send help just when we need it. The way to heaven is consecrated by
His footprints. Every thorn that wounds our feet has wounded His. Every cross that we are
called to bear He has borne before us. The Lord permits conflicts, to prepare the soul for peace.
The time of trouble is a fearful ordeal for God’s people; but it is the time for every true believer
to look up, and by faith he may see the bow of promise encircling him. {GC 633.1}

You need not go to the ends of the earth for wisdom, for God is near. It is not the capabilities
you now possess or ever will have that will give you success. It is that which the Lord can do for
you. ... He longs to have you reach after Him by faith. He longs to have you expect great things
from Him. He longs to give you understanding in temporal as well as in spiritual matters. He can
sharpen the intellect. He can give tact and skill. Put your talents into the work, ask God for
wisdom, and it will be given you. {COL 146.4}

In the darkest days, when appearances seem most forbidding, have faith in God. He is working
out His will, doing all things well in behalf of His people. The strength of those who love and
serve Him will be renewed day by day. {MH 482.1}

He is able and willing to bestow upon His servants all the help they need. He will give them the
wisdom which their varied necessities demand. {MH 482.2}

Heaven has a never-failing supply of help for all who are needy. {OHC 117.4}
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The fall of man, with all its consequences, was not hidden from the Omnipotent. Redemption
was not an afterthought, a plan formulated after the fall of Adam, but an eternal purpose,
suffered to be wrought out for the blessing not only of this atom of a world, but for the good of
all the worlds that God had created. ... {TMK 18.2}

God bids us fill the mind with great thoughts, pure thoughts. He desires us to meditate upon His
love and mercy, to study His wonderful work in the great plan of redemption. Then clearer and
still clearer will be our perception of truth, higher, holier, our desire for purity of heart and
clearness of thought. The soul dwelling in the pure atmosphere of holy thought will be
transformed by communion with God through the study of Scriptures. {COL 60.1}

The work of grace upon the heart is not an instantaneous work. It is effected by continuous,
daily watching and believing the promises of God. The repentant, believing one, who cherishes
faith and earnestly desires the renewing grace of Christ, God will not turn away empty. He will
give him grace. And ministering angels will aid him as he perseveres in his efforts to advance.—
Manuscript 55, 1910. {Ev 287.3}

God’s forgiveness is not merely a judicial act by which He sets us free from condemnation. It is
not only forgiveness for sin but reclaiming from sin. It is the outflow of redeeming love that
transforms the heart. David had the true conception of forgiveness when he prayed, “Create in
me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalm 51:10. {FLB 129.2}

If you take even one step toward Him in repentance, He will hasten to enfold you in His arms of
infinite love. His ear is open to the cry of the contrite soul. The very first reaching out of the
heart after God is known to Him. Never a prayer is offered, however faltering, never a tear is
shed, however secret, never a sincere desire after God is cherished, however feeble, but the
Spirit of God goes forth to meet it. Even before the prayer is uttered or the yearning of the
heart made known, grace from Christ goes forth to meet the grace that is working upon the
human soul. {FLB 129.3}

Jesus loves to have us come to Him just as we are, sinful, helpless, dependent. We may come
with all our weakness, our folly, our sinfulness, and fall at His feet in penitence. It is His glory to
encircle us in the arms of His love and to bind up our wounds, to cleanse us from all impurity.
{SC52.2}
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