Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Second Quarter 2025: Allusions, Images, Symbols: How to Study Bible Prophecy
Lesson 2 “The Genesis Foundation”

Read for this week’s study
Isaiah 40:7, 8; Genesis 22:1-13; John 3:16; Revelation 5:5-10; 1 Corinthians 15:15-19;

Revelation

12:1-9.

Memory Text

“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, ‘Behold! The Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world!” ” (John 1:29, NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
Il.
II.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Questions
Facilitator:

1.

Introduction

The Principle of “First Mention”
Understanding God’s Love

Isaac’s Question: Where Is the Lamb?
Dealing With Death

The Serpent

Further Study

and Notes for Consideration
Jon Paulien

The author of the lesson is reversing typical scholarly practice. Instead of studying
specific prophecies looking for references to earlier texts, he is starting with Genesis
and looking for anticipations later texts, particularly prophetic ones. From your
general knowledge of Genesis, what portions of the book do you think lay a
foundation for later prophecies of the Bible? (Sabbath Afternoon’s Lesson)

Genesis is like a survey course at the beginning of the Bible. Since Genesis contains
the first mention of many concepts, it contains the seeds of many prophetic
symbols. The author of the lesson proposes that the first time a concept or symbol is
mentioned in the Bible, it establishes a general understanding of the concept or
symbol. He calls it “the principle of first mention.” What assumption(s) can you think
of that lie behind such a “principle”? (Sunday’s Lesson)
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Read Isaiah 40:7-8, Malachi 3:6, and Hebrews 13:8. What prophetic principle could
one draw from these texts? How do you integrate texts like these with Jeremiah

18:7-10 and Isaiah 11:15-16? Do you think the details of The Great Controversy
predictions are more like Malachi or more like Isaiah 11? How would you know

ahead of time? (Sunday’s Lesson)

Popular culture tends to promote an understanding of love that centers on self-
fulfillment rather than others. The lesson author argues that the biblical definition of

love is grounded in the first mention of “love” in the book of Genesis. Where in

Genesis do you think love is first mentioned? How does that first mention impact the
definition of love? The first mention of love in the Gospel of John is in 3:16. This is an

inner-biblical echo of Genesis 22 and Hebrews 11:19.

The Bible’s first mention of “lamb” (Heb: seh) is also in Genesis 22 (7). Read Genesis
22:7-8, Exodus 12:3-13 and Revelation 5:5-10. In the Passover story, blood identifies

those who trust God’s instructions. How does that work? The first mention of

“lamb” in the Gospel of John is John 1:29-34. Is the Baptist intentionally answering

Isaac’s question?

Death lurks in the background of every human being on earth. It is often said that

“Death is just a part of life.” That almost makes it sound normal. It is a way to
alleviate fear of a non-existent future in the absence of God and an afterlife. A
famous poem articulates this kind of philosophy:

Invictus
By William Ernest Henley

Out of the night that covers me,
Black as the pit from pole to pole,
| thank whatever gods may be
For my unconquerable soul.

In the fell clutch of circumstance
| have not winced nor cried aloud.
Under the bludgeonings of chance
My head is bloody, but unbowed.

Beyond this place of wrath and tears
Looms but the Horror of the shade,
And yet the menace of the years
Finds and shall find me unafraid.

It matters not how strait the gate,

How charged with punishments the scroll,

| am the master of my fate,
| am the captain of my soul.
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How would you interpret this authors reaction to death? (Wednesday’s Lesson)

7. The early chapters of Genesis include both the first mention of death and also its
first occurrence. Death is not a natural part of life, it is the opposite of life, an alien
intruder that was never meant to exist. Read Genesis 2:15-17 and 4:8-15. What do
these passages tell us about why people die? What do 1 Corinthians 15:16-19 and
Revelation 1:18 tell us about the solution for the death problem? (Wednesday’s
Lesson)

8. Another famous poem brilliantly articulates the biblical position:

Death, be not proud
By John Donne

Death, be not proud, though some have called thee
Mighty and dreadful, for thou art not so;

For those whom thou think’st thou dost overthrow
Die not, poor Death, nor yet canst thou kill me. . ..

One short sleep past, we wake eternally

And death shall be no more; Death, thou shalt die.

How is this perspective different from the previous poem? (Wednesday’s Lesson)

0. Read Genesis 3:1-5 and Revelation 12:9. What are some common themes in each
account? How does the Revelation passage expand our understanding of what was
happening in the Garden? Given that the underlying actors in the great controversy
do not change character, how do you explain the rapidly shifting cultural context in
today’s world? (Thursday’s Lesson)

10. How does one balance the desire to learn new things with the importance of staying
anchored in the truths already received? How should we respond to new prophetic
claims or new interpretations of prophecy? (Friday’s Lesson)

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

Lou: It’s part of our problem, then, that we are taking models from our legal system here and
trying to apply them to God.

Graham: That’s a very good point, very much so.
Lou: The “substitutionary,” that comes in, say more about that. The “vicarious.”

Graham: Ah. He died in our stead. He died as the substitution. In a way, it’s very true. | mean,
either He dies or we die. However, that’s where the comparison ends, because if God has let
you and me and all other sinners die, all it would have done is prove the truthfulness of His
warning, “If you sin, you will die.” And God could say to the universe, “Was | right? | said sinners
would die, and look, they’re dead.” But the universe would not have had answers to questions
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two and three that | just mentioned. When Jesus died, there was no doubt in the minds of the
universe that God was not killing His Son. They were clear about that. And the death of Christ
answers all those three questions. So it’s not either us or Him. His death was infinitely more
significant than ours. But had He not died, then what else could God do but leave us to reap the
consequences and we all would have died. So in a sense, yes. He died in our stead, but beyond
that there’s no comparison.

Lou: But not as a payoff. It’s not one or the other.

Graham: It’s not His death is equal to all of ours. His death is infinitely more significant than the
death of every sinful man or angel who has ever lived. The death of angels and men would not
have answered the questions.

Lou: What you’re saying, then, is that just a simple “satisfaction” idea doesn’t encompass
what’s involved at all, does it?

Graham: Oh, it makes it much too small. | think it puts God in a very bad light, and it doesn’t
answer the questions of the Great Controversy. Many folk who prefer those understandings of
the plan of salvation do not understand there has been a universe-wide great controversy over
the character and government of God. And do you remember at our first meeting, | brought
along the evidence that even Luther, hero of the Christian world that he is, could not conceive
of these larger issues because he couldn’t include the book of Revelation—let alone Hebrews,
James and Jude. And this has been the pattern through the years. Not many have seen the
sixty-sixth book picture of a universe-wide controversy over the character and government of
God. And so they have seen the death of Christ as primarily a plan just to save you and me, for
which we are very grateful. It’s just that the larger view makes the cross much more significant.
{Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #8 with Lou
Venden, “The Most Costly and Convincing Evidence” recorded March 1984, Loma Linda,

California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link:
http://pkp.cc/8MMCAG

As he experienced this separation from his Father, “so great was this agony, that his physical
pain was hardly felt. With amazement angels witnessed the Savior’s despairing agony.” Note
the words, agony, fear, consternation. He was really tempted to doubt all that he’d been
teaching. He even wondered if he’d rise again.”

Maybe he was tempted to believe this legal explanation that the second death is, you die and
stay dead forever. And if he was going to pay the price for sin, he would have to die, and stay
dead forever. He would never rise again. But he didn’t come to pay that penalty. He came to
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answer the questions, and as soon as he had answered them (he did wait over Sabbath, to add
more meanings to the Sabbath, so that every Sabbath we’d remember the questions he’d
answered on Friday) he arose a great while before it was day, and he hastened to heaven. And
he said to Mary, “Don’t detain me! | have to hasten to heaven.” And he appeared before his
Father, and the angels, and he said, “Was it enough?” To pay the price of sin? “No,” they could
have said, “You’re supposed to stay dead for eternity. You hurry back! We’'ll not let anybody
know you were out.” They never said such a thing! They said, “It is more than enough. You’'ve
cleared up all our questions. You’ve confirmed our trust without fear for eternity.” And he came
back down to see if the twelve had gotten the message, and they were all in a deep depression.
It took him a long time to revive them.

And to this present day, do we really accept what he came to reveal at such infinite cost, that
he does not wish to be served from fear. The Father will no more kill us at the end of the
millennium than he killed his Son—which leads some to believe that he did kill his Son as he will
kill the wicked at the end. How have you worked this out yourself? How did Jesus resolve these
guestions on the cross? {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in
all 66 — Luke, recorded April 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the
above reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/55MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/S6MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Further Study with Ellen White

We may not, in this life, be able to explain the meaning of every passage of Scripture; but there
are no vital points of practical truth that will be clouded in mystery. When the time shall come,
in the providence of God, for the world to be tested upon the truth for that time, minds will be
exercised by His Spirit to search the Scriptures, even with fasting and with prayer, until link
after link is searched out and united in a perfect chain. Every fact which immediately concerns
the salvation of souls will be made so clear that none need err or walk in darkness. {2T 692.1}

Christ was the originator of all the ancient gems of truth. Through the work of the enemy these
truths had been displaced. They had been disconnected from their true position and placed in
the framework of error. Christ’s work was to readjust and establish the precious gems in the
framework of truth. The principles of truth that had been given by Himself to bless the world
had, through Satan’s agency, been buried and had apparently become extinct. Christ rescued
them from the rubbish of error, gave them a new, vital force, and commanded them to shine as
precious jewels and stand fast forever. Christ Himself could use any of these old truths without
borrowing the smallest particle, for He had originated them all. . . . {CTr 225.4}
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The heart that is stored with the precious truths of God’s Word is fortified against the
temptations of Satan, against impure thoughts and unholy actions (Youth’s Instructor, July 28,
1892). {LHU 130.9}

There is no excuse for any one in taking the position that there is no more truth to be revealed,
and that all our expositions of Scripture are without an error. The fact that certain doctrines
have been held as truth for many years by our people, is not a proof that our ideas are
infallible. Age will not make error into truth, and truth can afford to be fair. No true doctrine
will lose anything by close investigation. {RH, December 20, 1892 par. 1}

Faith in a lie will not have a sanctifying influence upon the life or character. No error is truth, or
can be made truth by repetition, or by faith in it. Sincerity will never save a soul from the
consequences of believing an error. Without sincerity there is no true religion, but sincerity in a
false religion will never save a man. | may be perfectly sincere in following a wrong road, but
that will not make it the right road, or bring me to the place | wished to reach. The Lord does
not want us to have a blind credulity, and call that the faith that sanctifies. The truth is the
principle that sanctifies, and therefore it becomes us to know what is truth. We must compare
spiritual things with spiritual. We must prove all things, but hold fast only that which is good,
that which bears the divine credentials, which lays before us the true motives and principles
which should prompt us to action.—Letter 12, 1890. {2SM 56.1}

Impressions alone are not a safe guide to duty. The enemy often persuades men to believe that
it is God who is guiding them, when in reality they are following only human impulse.
{AA 279.2}

We must study the truth for ourselves. No man should be relied upon to think for us. No matter
who he is, or in what position he may be placed, we are not to look upon any man as a criterion
for us. We are to counsel together, and to be subject one to another; but at the same time we
are to exercise the ability God has given us, in order to learn what is truth. Each one of us must
look to God for divine enlightenment. We must individually develop a character that will stand
the test in the day of God. {TM 109.4}

But beware of rejecting that which is truth. The great danger with our people has been that of
depending upon men and making flesh their arm. Those who have not been in the habit of
searching the Bible for themselves, or weighing evidence, have confidence in the leading men
and accept the decisions they make; and thus many will reject the very messages God sends to
His people, if these leading brethren do not accept them. {TM 106.4}

Teachers should lead students to think, and clearly to understand the truth for themselves. It is
not enough for the teacher to explain or for the student to believe; inquiry must be awakened,
and the student must be drawn out to state the truth in his own language, thus making it
evident that he sees its force and makes the application. By painstaking effort the vital truths
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should thus be impressed upon the mind. This may be a slow process; but it is of more value
than rushing over important subjects without due consideration. {6T 154.1}

The words, “A new heart will | give you,” mean, A new mind will | give you. This change of heart
is always attended by a clear conception of Christian duty, an understanding of truth. The
clearness of our views of truth will be proportionate to our understanding of the Word of God.
He who gives the Scriptures close, prayerful attention will gain clear comprehension and sound
judgment, as if in turning to God he had reached a higher grade of intelligence. {RH, November
10, 1904 par. 5}

The earth was dark through misapprehension of God. That the gloomy shadows might be
lightened, that the world might be brought back to God, Satan’s deceptive power was to be
broken. This could not be done by force. The exercise of force is contrary to the principles of
God’s government; He desires only the service of love; and love cannot be commanded; it
cannot be won by force or authority. Only by love is love awakened. To know God is to love
Him; His character must be manifested in contrast to the character of Satan. This work only one
Being in all the universe could do. Only He who knew the height and depth of the love of God
could make it known. Upon the world’s dark night the Sun of Righteousness must rise, “with
healing in His wings.” Malachi 4:2. {DA 22.1}

By His life and His death, Christ has achieved even more than recovery from the ruin wrought
through sin. It was Satan’s purpose to bring about an eternal separation between God and man;
but in Christ we become more closely united to God than if we had never fallen. In taking our
nature, the Saviour has bound Himself to humanity by a tie that is never to be broken. Through
the eternal ages He is linked with us. “God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten
Son.” John 3:16. {DA 25.3}

Such is the character of Christ as revealed in His life. This is the character of God. It is from the
Father’s heart that the streams of divine compassion, manifest in Christ, flow out to the
children of men. Jesus, the tender, pitying Saviour, was God “manifest in the flesh.” 1 Timothy
3:16.{SC 12.2}

When Adam’s sin plunged the race into hopeless misery, God might have cut Himself loose
from fallen beings. He might have treated them as sinners deserved to be treated. He might
have commanded the angels of heaven to pour out upon our world the vials of His wrath. He
might have removed this dark blot from His universe. But He did not do this. Instead of
banishing them from His presence, He came still nearer to the fallen race. He gave His Son to
become bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh. “The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
us, ... full of grace and truth.” Christ by His human relationship to men drew them close to
God. He clothed His divine nature with the garb of humanity, and demonstrated before the
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heavenly universe, before the unfallen worlds, how much God loves the children of men.
{SD 11.3}

The salvation of the human race has ever been the object of the councils of heaven. The
covenant of mercy was made before the foundation of the world. It has existed from all
eternity, and is called the everlasting covenant. So surely as there never was a time when God
was not, so surely there never was a moment when it was not the delight of the eternal mind to
manifest His grace to humanity. {FLB 76.4}

From the beginning it has been Satan’s studied plan to cause men to forget God, that he might
secure them to himself. Hence he has sought to misrepresent the character of God, to lead men
to cherish a false conception of Him. The Creator has been presented to their minds as clothed
with the attributes of the prince of evil himself,—as arbitrary, severe, and unforgiving, —that He
might be feared, shunned, and even hated by men. Satan hoped to so confuse the minds of
those whom he had deceived that they would put God out of their knowledge. Then he would
obliterate the divine image in man and impress his own likeness upon the soul; he would imbue
men with his own spirit and make them captives according to his will. {5T 738.1}

Looking upon man, God saw his desperate rebellion, and He devised a remedy. Christ was His
gift to the world for man’s reconcilement. The Son of God was appointed to come to this earth
to take humanity and by His own example to be a great educating power among men. His
experience in man’s behalf was to enable men to resist Satan’s power. He came to mold
character and to give mental power, to shed abroad the beams of true education, that the true
aim of life might not be lost sight of. The sons of men had had a practical knowledge of evil;
Christ came to the world to show them that He had planted for them the tree of life, the leaves
of which are for the healing of the nations. {CT 33.3}

God’s ideal for His children is higher than the highest human thought can reach. “Be ye
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” This command is a
promise. The plan of redemption contemplates our complete recovery from the power of
Satan. Christ always separates the contrite soul from sin. He came to destroy the works of the
devil, and He has made provision that the Holy Spirit shall be imparted to every repentant soul,
to keep him from sinning. {DA 311.2}

The resurrection of Jesus was a sample of the final resurrection of all who sleep in Him. The
risen body of the Saviour, His deportment, the accents of His speech, were all familiar to His
followers. In like manner will those who sleep in Jesus rise again. We shall know our friends
even as the disciples knew Jesus. Though they may have been deformed, diseased, or disfigured
in this mortal life, yet in their resurrected and glorified body their individual identity will be
perfectly preserved, and we shall recognize, in the face radiant with the light shining from the
face of Jesus, the lineaments of those we love. {FLB 180.3}
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Through all our trials we have a never-failing Helper. He does not leave us alone to struggle
with temptation, to battle with evil, and be finally crushed with burdens and sorrow. Though
now He is hidden from mortal sight, the ear of faith can hear His voice saying, Fear not; | am
with you. “I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, | am alive forevermore.” Revelation
1:18. | have endured your sorrows, experienced your struggles, encountered your temptations.
| know your tears; | also have wept. The griefs that lie too deep to be breathed into any human
ear, | know. Think not that you are desolate and forsaken. Though your pain touch no
responsive chord in any heart on earth, look unto Me, and live. “The mountains shall depart,
and the hills be removed; but My kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the
covenant of My peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee.” Isaiah 54:10.

{DA 483.1}

To the believer, death is but a small matter. Christ speaks of it as if it were of little moment. “If
a man keep My saying, he shall never see death,” “he shall never taste of death.” To the
Christian, death is but a sleep, a moment of silence and darkness. The life is hid with Christ in
God, and “when Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in
glory.” John 8:51, 52; Colossians 3:4. {DA 787.1}

God had power to hold Adam back from touching the forbidden fruit; but had He done this,
Satan would have been sustained in his charge against God’s arbitrary rule. Man would not
have been a free moral agent, but a mere machine (RH June 4, 1901). {1BC 1084.2}

Ever since the fall of man, Satan has been sowing the seeds of error. It was by a lie that he first
gained control over men, and thus he still works to overthrow God’s kingdom in the earth and
to bring men under his power. A sower from a higher world, Christ came to sow the seeds of
truth. He who had stood in the councils of God, who had dwelt in the innermost sanctuary of
the Eternal, could bring to men the pure principles of truth. Ever since the fall of man, Christ
had been the Revealer of truth to the world. {COL 37.1}

Through long ages God has borne the anguish of beholding the work of evil. He has given the
infinite Gift of Calvary, rather than let any be deceived by the misrepresentations of the wicked
one, for the tares could not be plucked up without danger of uprooting the precious grain.

{UL 77.6}

Satan’s position in heaven had been next to the Son of God. He was first among the angels. His
power had been debasing, but God could not reveal it in its true light and carry all heaven in
harmony with Him in removing him with his evil influences. His power was increasing, but the
evil was yet unrecognized. It was a deadly power to the universe, but for the security of the
worlds and the government of heaven, it was necessary that it should develop and be revealed
in its true light. {1SM 341.4}
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God could have destroyed Satan and his sympathizers as easily as one can cast a pebble to the
earth; but He did not do this. Rebellion was not to be overcome by force. Compelling power is
found only under Satan’s government. The Lord’s principles are not of this order. His authority
rests upon goodness, mercy, and love; and the presentation of these principles is the means to
be used. God’s government is moral, and truth and love are to be the prevailing power.

{DA 759.1}

It was God’s purpose to place things on an eternal basis of security, and in the councils of
heaven it was decided that time must be given for Satan to develop the principles which were
the foundation of his system of government. He had claimed that these were superior to God’s
principles. Time was given for the working of Satan’s principles, that they might be seen by the
heavenly universe. {DA 759.2}

Satan led men into sin, and the plan of redemption was put in operation. For four thousand
years, Christ was working for man’s uplifting, and Satan for his ruin and degradation. And the
heavenly universe beheld it all. {DA 759.3}

Recommended Reading: Testimonies for the Church Volume Five Chapter 90 — “The Character
of God Revealed in Christ”, 737-743. https://egwwritings.org
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