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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes 
Third Quarter 2025: Exodus 
Lesson 5 “Passover” 

 

 

Read for this week’s study 

Exodus 11:1–10; Micah 6:8; Exodus 12:1–30; 1 Corinthians 5:7; Exodus 13:14–16; Hebrews 

11:28. 

 

 

Memory Text   

“ ‘And it shall be, when your children say to you, “What do you mean by this service?” that you 

shall say, “It is the Passover sacrifice of the LORD, who passed over the houses of the children of 

Israel in Egypt when He struck the Egyptians and delivered our households’ ” (Exodus 12:26, 27, 

NKJV). 

 

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide 

I. Introduction 
II. One More Plague 
III. The Passover 
IV. Pesach 
V. Passing the Torch 
VI. The Divine Judgment 
VII. Further Study 

 

Questions and Notes for Consideration 
Facilitator: Jon Paulien 

1. After the ninth plague, Pharaoh was faced with a decision that would determine the 
future of his whole nation. His attitude toward the God of Israel would determine 
life or death for his people. To us today it seems it should have been obvious to 
Pharaoh what the right choice would be, but he nevertheless made a choice that 
would cost his family and his nation dearly. Why is it that so many human beings, 
knowing what is right or wrong, nevertheless refuse to do what is right? (Sabbath 
Afternoon’s Lesson) 

2. Read Exodus 11:1-10. What warning did God give before executing judgment upon 
Egypt? Why does God seem so anxious for them to collect jewelry? Why did God 
predict the future with such precision on this occasion? Why was Moses so angry on 
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this occasion? Who was at fault for the death of so many Egyptians? Was it 
somehow their fault? What does this account tell us about human suffering today? If 
you can’t tell for sure whether justice or mercy is the right thing to do, which should 
you choose? Why? (Sunday’s Lesson) 

3. Before we get into the Exodus itself, it would be helpful to understand the 
relationship between stories like this and worship. What is worship? See Psalm 66:3-
6 and 78:1-15. Read Exodus 12:1-20. What specific instructions does God give to 
Moses and Aaron before Israel leaves Egypt? The instructions for Passover were 
given only to the Israelites. Why didn’t God give the Egyptians the opportunity to 
exercise faith? 

4. Read Exodus 12:17-23. Why did the bread on that day have to be unleavened? How 
do you relate to the role that blood plays in the Passover narrative? What does the 
New Testament do with the Passover narrative (John 19:36)? What does it mean to 
say that there is “power in the blood”? 

5. Read Exodus 12:24-28. What was the purpose of memorializing the Passover? The 
Israelites were still in Egypt when they celebrated the first Passover. Why? 

6. Read Exodus 12:29-30. How do you process the premature death of so many 
children? How do we harmonize this action with the Bible’s claims regarding God’s 
love? 

 

 

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell 

Lou: Do you share the view then, Graham, that God doesn’t kill anyone? Is that what you are 

saying, that God never has and never will?  

Graham: Well, I know some—and I honor anybody who wants to put God in a good light, but I 

think some have gone too far, and it almost raises more problems. It seems clear to me that in 

the Scriptures many, many times God has put His children to sleep. 

Lou: Exactly. 

Graham: He has done it. Take the firstborn in Egypt. They didn’t die because they were bad. 

They died because they were the firstborn. And someone suggested maybe the Devil does 

God’s killing for Him. That’s an old, old picture, you know, that the devil who wields the 

pronged fork in Hell—you know, that the Devil does God’s unpleasant work for Him. The Devil 

is not that cooperative, you can be sure. No, the firstborn in Egypt died because the angel of 

the Lord put them to sleep. And you know some of them may arise in the resurrection of the 

righteous. Who is to say they were bad boys? In the Flood, in the 185,000 Assyrians, and on all 

those occasions, I see God Himself putting His own children to sleep. But as Jesus said, it’s only 

sleep. He resurrects them. Those boys in Egypt who went to bed that night, they are awake the 

next morning, as far as they are aware, without any consciousness of the time between. 
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{Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #8 with Lou 

Venden, “The Most Costly and Convincing Evidence” recorded March 1984, Loma Linda, 

California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: 

http://pkp.cc/8MMCAG 

 

 

Obviously, Jesus did not die to win his Father. And how clear Paul is on this. Look quickly at the 

remaining verses. Second Corinthians 5:19: “God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself. 

. . .” (RSV) Nowhere ever does the Bible suggest that God had to be reconciled to us. Never 

once! But God paid the price to reconcile us to Himself! Nor did Jesus die to pay some mere 

legal penalty. He died to reveal the truth about God and the falsity of Satan’s charges. And even 

the angels had to learn this. Look at Colossians 1:20: “. . . and through him to reconcile to 

himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, [emphasis supplied] making peace [not war, 

but, making peace] by the blood of his cross.” (RSV) 

As Jesus said in the next verse, John 12:32: “When I am lifted up from the earth I will draw 

everyone to me” (GNT).  Not all men, everyone in the whole family of the universe. You see, 

viewed in the larger setting of the Great Controversy. The way in which Jesus suffered and died 

is the greatest revelation of the truth about God and His government that the universe will ever 

see or ever need. Correctly understood, the message of the cross is final defeat for the 

adversary. No wonder Satan has worked so hard to obscure and misrepresent and even pervert 

the meaning of the cross. 

But to some of us, the cross is great good news. Yes, it is true that sinners will die, but we have 

no need to be afraid of God; and He died to prove it. And this message has great power to win 

to repentance and to trust. Paul was so proud of this good news. Look at his understanding of it 

in the last verses. 1 Corinthians 1:17, 18: 

For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel [what is the gospel, the 

good news, about?], and not with eloquent wisdom lest the cross of Christ [that’s the 

gospel] be emptied of its power [his good news has great power]. For the word of the 

cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God. (RSV)  

Now, compare that with Romans 1:16, the very famous righteousness by faith verse:  

For I am not ashamed of the gospel [this good news]: it is the power of God for salvation 

to everyone who has faith . . . [wherein lies the power?] for in it [something is revealed] 

the righteousness of God is revealed. (RSV)  

http://pkp.cc/8MMCAG
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The good news is that God is not the unrighteous kind of person His enemies have made Him 

out to be. And it’s so wonderful to see all through the Bible that even before the cross God had 

good friends who trusted Him always to do the right thing, the merciful thing, and they were 

proud to know Him and proud to speak about Him to others. Look at Jeremiah 9:24:  

Let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the 

Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight, 

declares the Lord. (NIV)   

{Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #8, “The Most 

Costly and Convincing Evidence” recorded March 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the 

entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/8MMCAG 

 

But let’s say we’re covered by the righteousness of Christ. How does that actually work? Here’s 

the Father, here are a hundred million angels of Daniel 7 as the court sits in judgment and the 

books are opened. My case comes up, and I have a dreadful record. But I don’t need to worry, 

because I am covered with the righteousness of Christ, and fortunately God does not have 

20/20 vision, and doesn’t know the secret about what’s inside! Jesus knows what’s inside, and 

I’m sure my guardian angel knows what’s inside, and the accuser of the brethren knows what’s 

inside. In fact, he accuses me day and night before God and says, “Do you want to know what’s 

inside?” If God looks, does He say, “Nah, looks pretty good to me.” I don’t like the thought that 

I’m somehow sneaking into the kingdom in disguise. Someday God might learn the truth about 

me. If I am not changed inside, I’m not safe to have around. So this obviously is not for 

purposes of disguise. God knows. He knows me just as well as anybody else in the Godhead. 

God says, “I not only forgive you, but I will treat you as if you had never sinned. In fact, I will 

treat you with dignity and respect, as if you’d always been My loyal children.” To be covered 

with the righteousness of Christ is not a disguise. It means we’ll be treated as if we had lived as 

righteously as the Son. 

So, covered with the righteousness of Christ: What does it mean? I take it to mean that because 

Christ answered all the problems, He’s not asking me to do it. He’s asking me, “Do you want to 

respond to these answers, like the loyal angels have? Have you been won back to trust me? Are 

you willing to listen? If so, I can heal the damage done.” And even though I am a pretty sick 

patient in my heavenly Father’s eyes, God will treat me with dignity and respect, as if I had lived 

as nobly as His Son. I think that’s the covering. I mean, He would really do this. He will treat me 

with dignity, and with respect, as if I had never been disloyal. 

That’s a statement. I’d want evidence for that. How about His treatment of the woman taken in 

adultery? Look at the way He treated her and sought to recover her dignity and self-respect. 

Look at the way He treated Peter and other people through the scriptures. He really does it. In 

http://pkp.cc/8MMCAG
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fact, He even treats “unsavable” sinners with dignity and respect. Look at Judas. He covered for 

him, so that when Judas went out to betray his Lord, the disciples thought he went out to make 

an offering to feed the poor. {Graham Maxwell.  Excerpt from the audio presentation, 

Questions People are Asking About the Plan of Salvation, recorded April 1983, Redlands, 

California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links: 

http://pkp.cc/1MMQUESTP (Part 1)  http://pkp.cc/2MMQUESTP (Part 2) 

 

 

If you’re terribly worried about how you’re going to get everything covered, you’re worried 

about a God who’ll get you if it isn’t. And I think that to be preoccupied with forgiveness and 

guilt is to have a fearsome God. You’re worried about what He’s going to do if you don’t carry 

the right card when you enter the gates. If you can’t have your book balanced, He’s going to get 

you if it isn’t. So there is a way of describing even these provisions of righteousness by faith that 

imply the devil’s picture of God. That’s why, though we use these terms, they can mean so 

many things. We need, once in a while, to go back to such simple statements as Ellen White’s 

“The only way in which He could set and keep men right, was to reveal His character to us as so 

infinitely trustworthy.” {Graham Maxwell.  Excerpt from the audio presentation, Galatians, #3, 

recorded February 1978, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above 

reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/3MMGALATIANS66 

 

Further Study with Ellen White 

God has given us the power of choice; it is ours to exercise. We cannot change our hearts, we 

cannot control our thoughts, our impulses, our affections. We cannot make ourselves pure, fit 

for God’s service. But we can choose to serve God, we can give Him our will; then He will work 

in us to will and to do according to His good pleasure. Thus our whole nature will be brought 

under the control of Christ.  {MH 176.2} 

The Lord will not compel men to deal justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with their God; 

He sets before the human agent good and evil, and makes plain what will be the sure result of 

following one course or the other. Christ invites us, saying, “Follow Me.” But we are never 

forced to walk in His footsteps. If we do walk in His footsteps, it is the result of deliberate 

choice. As we see the life and character of Christ, strong desire is awakened to be like Him in 

character; and we follow on to know the Lord, and to know His goings forth are prepared as the 

morning. We then begin to realize that “the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth 

more and more unto the perfect day.”—R. & H., March 31, 1896.  {CS 138.1}  

http://pkp.cc/1MMQUESTP
http://pkp.cc/2MMQUESTP
http://pkp.cc/3MMGALATIANS66
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God never leads His children otherwise than they would choose to be led, if they could see the 

end from the beginning and discern the glory of the purpose which they are fulfilling as co-

workers with Him.  {MH 479.2} 

The character of God as revealed by Christ invites our faith and love, for we have a Father 

whose mercy and compassion fail not. At every step of our journey heavenward He will be with 

us to guide in every perplexity, to give us help in every temptation.  {HP 16.4} 

To those who in humility of heart seek for divine guidance, angels of God draw near. The Holy 

Spirit is given to open to them the rich treasures of the truth.  {COL 59.3} 

God saw that a clearer revelation than nature was needed to portray both His personality and 

His character. He sent His Son into the world to manifest, so far as could be endured by human 

sight, the nature and the attributes of the invisible God.  {MH 419.4} 

When Christ came to our world in the form of humanity, all were intensely interested in 

following Him as He traversed, step by step, the bloodstained path from the manger to Calvary. 

Heaven marked the insult and mockery that He received, and knew that it was at Satan’s 

instigation. They marked the work of counteragencies going forward; Satan constantly pressing 

darkness, sorrow, and suffering upon the race, and Christ counteracting it. They watched the 

battle between light and darkness as it waxed stronger. And as Christ in His expiring agony 

upon the cross cried out, “It is finished” (John 19:30), a shout of triumph rang through every 

world and through heaven itself. The great contest that had been so long in progress in this 

world was now decided, and Christ was conqueror. His death had answered the question 

whether the Father and the Son had sufficient love for man to exercise self-denial and a spirit of 

sacrifice. Satan had revealed his true character as a liar and a murderer. It was seen that the 

very same spirit with which he had ruled the children of men who were under his power, he 

would have manifested if permitted to control the intelligences of heaven. With one voice the 

loyal universe united in extolling the divine administration.  {PP 69.3} 

Up to the time of Christ’s first advent, men worshiped cruel, despotic gods. Even the Jewish 

mind was reached through fear, and not love. Christ’s mission on the earth was to reveal to 

men that God was not a despot, but a heavenly Father, full of love and mercy for His children. 

{18MR 112.4} 

Christ came to reveal God to the world as a God of love, a God of mercy, tenderness, and 

compassion. By the world’s Redeemer the thick darkness with which Satan had enshrouded the 

throne of the Deity was swept away, and the Father was again manifest to men as the Light of 

life.  {RH, February 15, 1912 par. 4} 

Christ’s atonement includes the whole human family. No one, high or low, rich or poor, free or 

bond, has been left out of the plan of redemption.—Letter 106, 1900.  {7ABC 464.7} 
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The atonement of Christ is not a mere skillful way to have our sins pardoned; it is a divine 

remedy for the cure of transgression and the restoration of spiritual health. It is the Heaven-

ordained means by which the righteousness of Christ may be not only upon us but in our hearts 

and characters (Letter 406, 1906).  {6BC 1074.2} 

Looking upon man, God saw his desperate rebellion, and He devised a remedy. Christ was His 

gift to the world for man’s reconcilement. The Son of God was appointed to come to this earth 

to take humanity and by His own example to be a great educating power among men. His 

experience in man’s behalf was to enable men to resist Satan’s power. He came to mold 

character and to give mental power, to shed abroad the beams of true education, that the true 

aim of life might not be lost sight of. The sons of men had had a practical knowledge of evil; 

Christ came to the world to show them that He had planted for them the tree of life, the leaves 

of which are for the healing of the nations.  {CT 33.3} 

God’s forgiveness is not merely a judicial act by which He sets us free from condemnation. It is 

not only forgiveness for sin but reclaiming from sin. It is the outflow of redeeming love that 

transforms the heart. David had the true conception of forgiveness when he prayed, “Create in 

me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalm 51:10.  {FLB 129.2}  

Every additional evidence of the power of God that the Egyptian monarch resisted, carried him 

on to a stronger and more persistent defiance of God. . . . This case is a clear illustration of the 

sin against the Holy Ghost. “Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” Gradually the 

Lord withdrew His Spirit. Removing His restraining power, He gave the king into the hands of 

the worst of all tyrants,—self.  {CC 89.5} 

 


