Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Third Quarter 2025: Exodus
Lesson 8 “Covenant at Sinai”

Read for this week’s study

Exodus 19:

1-20:17; Revelation 21:3; Deuteronomy 5:6—21; James 1:23-25; Romans 3:20-24;

Romans 10:4.

Memory Text

“‘“You have seen what | did to the Egyptians, and how | bore you on eagles’ wings and brought
you to Myself. Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then
you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. And you shall be
to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” ’ ” (Exodus 19:4—6, NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

I
Il
II.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Introduction

At Mount Sinai

Preparing for the Gift

The Gift of the Decalogue
Different Functions of God’s Law
The Law as God’s Promise for Us
Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration

Facilitator:

1.

Daniel Duda

The series of four crises that the Jewish people experience on their way to Sinai cast
a dark shadow and we begin to wonder, “Could it be that Israel’s heart is just as hard
as Pharaoh’s?” But God shows not only that he exists, but also that he cares for
them (“bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself”—19:4).

What was the significance of a year-long stay at Sinai? Why is God entering into a
covenant with the whole nation? Why is it significant that God says, “If you obey my
voice and keep my covenant”? (Sunday’s lesson) How can you show that “chosen”
does not mean superior? What is the meaning of “priests”, “kings”, “holy”?

God calls Israel to become a “kingdom of priests” who will mediate between God
and all the nations. This is a development of the promise to Abraham in Genesis
12:1-3. Read Genesis 12:1-3 and Exodus 19:16 closely. How are the themes of these
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two passages similar? What is God’s ultimate goal in choosing one person or group
out of the many?

4, How did God prepare Israel to receive the Ten Commandments (Exodus 19:9-25)?
(Monday’s lesson) We live in a society which values informality. Yet studies show
that schools that require dress codes have fewer discipline problems and students
achieve higher grades. Ask people who wear uniforms—police, military, security
guards—how it makes them feel, as well as how others react to them. How does
that reflect on God’s requirement in 19:107?

5. What is the significance that God speak to all the people together, not a single
person (prophet, Moses, etc.) or to a privileged class?

6. What makes the Decalogue unique (Tuesday’s lesson)? Note that unlike other
ancient treaties between a ruler and his people, the Ten Commandments focus also
on each individual’s behavior toward every other individual. Social obligations to
others are expressions of divine will. Thus, a person who is unethical cannot be
regarded as religious. Why was the decalogue deliberately not given in the land of
Israel? Why are the commandments singular and not plural?

7. Why did God mention the Exodus at the beginning of the Ten Commandments and
did not introduce himself as the Creator of the world? Why are the words “house of
bondage/slaves” added to describe Egypt (cf. Exodus 16:3; Numbers 11:5)?

8. Wednesday’s lesson discusses the different functions of the law. What are the
diverse functions of the law? Why do we need the gospel if we have the law?

9. What does it mean that the law is God’s promise for us? (Thursday’s lesson) In what
sense is Christ the “end” of the law (Romans 10:4)?

10. How is our perception of God’s law related to stages of faith and development? How
would you order the following words in terms of how you relate to them:
Prohibition; Permission; Command; Invitation; Recommendation? How can we
create an environment where all people are welcome, regardless of the stage in
which they find themselves?

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

“Oh,” he says, “every time | want to do what is right, evil lies close at hand. All the good that |
want to do | don’t do, and the evil that | don’t want to do is what | do. Wretched man that | am,
who will deliver me from this doomed body?”

Of course, when he says that, he knows the answer which he promptly gives. But Paul has
surely made it clear that in the condition in which we find ourselves, we are above all things
else utterly untrustworthy. It would be totally unsafe to turn us loose in the kind of society God
has given His life to preserve. He takes it that seriously. It will remain a free universe, without
prisons and penitentiaries and police, where everyone can be trusted and no one would do hurt
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to his neighbor. No one would lie, or steal, or cheat, He insists on that. As Christ’s Object
Lessons says, “The Ten Commandments have been given to us so there may be no mistake as to
the kind of people who can be entrusted with the privileges of eternal life.”

It is not to deprive us of freedom, but to describe the kind of people who can be entrusted with
freedom. And God has shown by the death of His Son that He doesn’t intend to bend or change
that law. He insists on that law of love and trustworthiness. And He can only admit to His
kingdom people whose lives can be described by those Ten Commandments. How strange that
the Decalogue is thought to be a deprivation of our freedom. Isn’t that the way it is usually
described? And people say, “Oh, I’'m so glad I’'m no longer under the law, | don’t have to obey
all those. Well, yes, the first three and the last six. It is really that fourth one | want to get rid
of.”

The real problem lies with the Sabbath. Has the Sabbath helped us to become more trusting
and trustworthy people? If not, it hasn’t been a blessing but a curse. Was it a blessing to the
Jews, who crucified Christ and rushed home to get ready for another seventh day Sabbath?
That is one way of keeping the Sabbath that is hardly a blessing. So, even God’s laws have been
perverted. And you can be sure that the devil has sought to destroy these monuments to truth
and freedom, and turn them into monuments to a legalistic, arbitrary God. And woe betide us if
when those who don’t know God and don’t know about His laws, if when they watch us keep
Sabbath they are led to think less of God, to think of Him as the kind of person the devil has
made Him out to be. The Jews did, it says here in chapter 2.

To be admitted to God’s free society, we must be people He can trust. And Paul wants to say,
“I’'m not suggesting anything new, it has always been this way.” {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt
from the audio series Romans, chapter 7, recorded November 1978, Loma Linda, California} To
listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/13MMROMANSG66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/14MMROMANS66 (Part 2)

What do you think of such a God? He had to do something to get their attention. Now, anyone
who has been a teacher of little children, and not such little ones, knows you have to do that
from time to time, even at worship. Oh, | wish you could hear Elder Paul Heubach tell this; you
know what a gentleman he is! But he likes to picture a father at worship when it’s getting more
and more noisy, and finally he has to thunder to his children, “Be quiet!” He uses another word
for that. “Can’t you see we’re having worship?” And then he thinks, “Oh, no! We've really got
to start all over again.” “Children, | don’t want you to be afraid, and God doesn’t want you to be
afraid. But if you aren’t respectful enough to sit quietly, | can’t tell you that, and nor can He.”
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If the school building is on fire, would you teachers raise your voice, or would you stand upon
your dignity, your reputation of many years, and refuse to raise your voice? So the children
can’t hear, and they’ll all die in the fire, but your reputation is much more important than that!
You'd at least, after being told by the principal at the door that the building is on fire, you’d at
least give the children a chance! You’d stand in before the class and say, “Boys and girls, the
building is on fire; remember how we’ve drilled. Line up quietly and go out that door.”

But they’re so noisy they don’t even hear, don’t even know you are there. Well, you’ve given
them a chance. They haven’t listened. They’ve rejected the truth. And so you leave, your
reputation intact, and thirty children suffering and dead. Would you do that?

Would you be willing to raise your voice, something you don’t normally do? And they still can’t
hear? What a dilemma! Would you be willing to climb on the desk? Throw an eraser or two?
Finally get their attention? In terror, they slip into their seats. They’ve never seen Miss Jones
like that before. And you slip into your seat, worried about the consequences. And you say,
“Boys and girls, please don’t go home and tell your mothers | was angry with you. It’s that the
building is on fire, and | love every one of you, and | want you to line up quickly and get out that
door.”

Now, which shows greater love: to refuse to scare the children by raising your voice, or to love
them enough to be willing to risk your reputation for a moment or two by terrifying them if
need be; running the risk of being obeyed out of fear? They might even hate you for a minute,
but you saved them all. It seems to me we owe God a lot of apologies for misunderstanding
Sinai and many other places. It’s for our sakes that He has raised His voice, and don’t we love
Him the more for it? He’s willing to meet us where we are, and speak a language we can
understand. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in All 66 —
Exodus, recorded October 1981, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above
reference, click on the following direct links:

*Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1983:

http://pkp.cc/3MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/4AMMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

And he was chided—even by some Christians who hadn’t worked it out too well yet, and they
would say to Paul, “Aren’t you doing away with the law by your emphasis on trust?”

“No,” he said. Romans 3:31. “Faith does not abolish law. Faith establishes law, by putting it in
its proper perspective.”

Next question: “What is the proper perspective? What is the over-all view, the larger view of all
this?”
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The answer is in Galatians 3, the text that was the basis of the Minneapolis General Conference
discussion. Look at that, Galatians 3:19.

“Why then the law?”, he was asked.

“It was added.” What law was added? Remember the debate at Minneapolis? Was it the Ten
Commandments? Was it the ceremonial law? They had quite a disagreement. When we get to
Galatians, I'll bring the documents (some of which are not published at the present time). Did
you know that the President of the General Conference and a young physician—they wrote two
books holding two opposite views on this matter? Elder Butler and Dr. Waggoner. | mean, how
could a young physician talk to the General Conference President like that? It was very
respectful! The introductions are very polite. But then they mince no words about their
disagreement. So they went to Ellen White and said, “What law was added to be our guardian
to bring us to Christ?”

“Why,” she says, “it was the Ten Commandments and the ceremonial law; all of it.” All law was
added because of the emergency of sin.

But what is sin? Romans 14, “Sin is a lack of trust. A breach of trust.”

What is sin? 1 John 3:4, “Sin is rebelliousness.” Sin is a stubborn unwillingness to listen. Or in
the book of James, sin is knowing to do what is right and not doing it. Doesn’t that perfectly
describe the children of Israel when God brought them out of the land of Egypt? Was there
trust?

Now, He gave them a chance, first. He said, “Let me be your God, and you be my people. Let’s
trust each other. | can get you into Canaan. You won’t even have to fight.” And Ellen White
observes, it was never God’s design that they fight their way into Canaan, any more than they
fought their way out of Egypt. He would have fed them and clothed them. Did they get ill in the
wilderness? Did they lack anything? Nothing. He said, “I'll take you there, and the angel will
clear the way before you. Yes, I'll have to lay many of my sinful children to sleep until the
resurrection, but let me put the Canaanites to sleep and all those other people. Let me do it.
They are my children.” It’s hard for us to kill each other without getting angry while we do it.
Let the Eternal God put His own children to sleep. It would be much better, wouldn’t it?

But they didn’t trust Him—didn’t trust Him on anything. And when they got to the river Jordan,
they begged Moses to take them back to Egypt. What do you do with people who aren’t willing
to listen and don’t trust you? Rebellious people, 1 John 3:4. Untrusting people, Romans 14.
Don’t you have to do everything that is described in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and
Deuteronomy?

Well, there was one other thing God could have done. He could have said, “I think that surely
none of my loyal angels would misunderstand me if | let those noisy, troublesome, ungrateful,
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untrustworthy people go.” But instead of doing that, He went to work. All through these books,
first He raised His voice. Then He even had to tell them how to be modest in worship, how to be
reverent, how to do this, that and the other, in great detail. How He could be misunderstood as
a fussy, arbitrary, even fuddy-duddy God, hardly one to be reverenced and respected, surely
not one to be loved; but a God who desires the service of fear.

But the prophets came along, and they didn’t misunderstand it that way, did they? How could
Hosea, and Amos, and Micah, and David even, and Isaiah and Jeremiah understand as clearly as
they did? Apparently, though, it takes a little time. It took Saul (later Paul), quite some time to
put it all together. And when he put it all together, he wrote in Galatians 3, “Let me tell you why
God gave us all these things in Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. It was all added because

|II

we were such sinners, and so stubborn, and so noisy, and so ungratefu

The amazing thing is that instead of giving us up, God stooped to meet us where we are. He
spoke a language we could understand. He led us no faster than we were able to follow. And He
ran a grave risk of being misunderstood, in using such methods to get our attention and hold it
long enough to tell us more of the truth about Himself. In that light, all of this material in the
Old Testament is magnificent evidence of the truth about God. What a condescending, skillful,
versatile teacher He is! If that’s where the people were, that’s where He met them. That’s why
He didn’t give the Sermon on the Mount on Sinai. They wouldn’t have respected it. They
wouldn’t even have heard it. It took thunder and lightning. What a terrible thing though, that
He had to say, “Stop the killing, and the stealing, and the lying, and the cheating.” But then in
the tenth commandment, He indicated how lofty His ideals were. He said, “When I've really
fulfilled my purposes for you, my children, you not only won’t do any of those things prohibited
here. You won’t even want to. You’ll love and trust in the highest sense of freedom. That’s what
| want.” But only occasionally did He have a friend who really saw the truth.

And | maintain that’s where we are right now. And there’s a call to go back to the symbols and
to the legal picture, to the limited, legal model of things which God indeed most graciously gave
us.

But that was an emergency measure. It’s time for us to climb up the mountain to the mouth of
the cave with Elijah, and to stand with Hosea, and Micah, and Amos, and David, and Paul, and
realize that behind any and all methods, emergency methods that God has used for our sakes,
there remains the one and only thing He has ever asked of His children, and that is trust. But His
enemies have said He cannot be trusted. God has demonstrated the truth. Look what it cost
Him! Look what He’s done to demonstrate that He can be trusted. Anybody who would go to
those lengths can be trusted. But sometimes we get so involved in all the emergency measures,
we forget what it is He really wants.

39 Qu 2025 Lesson 8 Prepared November 2024 ©Pine Knoll Publications pineknoll.org Page 6



So, the question today is, “Why, then, the whole legal model?” It was added because of lack of
trust, because of rebelliousness. But let’s not be so caught up in the emergency measures that
we forget that God’s intent is that ultimately, we trust Him enough, even trust each other
enough, and be trustworthy ourselves enough, to be safe for life to continue as it was in the
beginning: perfect freedom, perfect security, perfect happiness; everybody trusting everybody
else. Even God able to trust in us. If the whole plan of salvation and the blood of Christ do not
lead us back to trust, they are of absolutely no avail. That’s my absolute conviction from
reading all Sixty-six. And | see it in every one of the Books. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the
audio series, The Picture of God in All 66 — Leviticus, recorded October 1981, Riverside,
California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:

*Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1983:

http://pkp.cc/5SMMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/6MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Lou: In your presentation this evening it seems clear that you are convinced that we need to be
attentive to all ten of the commandments. But isn’t a person, you’ve mentioned the word
“legalist” here, isn’t a person who is concerned about the law, who is even thinking about the
Ten Commandments, isn’t such a person a legalist? Isn’t that the meaning of legalism? A person
who thinks about the law? Shouldn’t we be thinking about Jesus rather than about the law?

Graham: It’s interesting when you think of the fact that to obey the law is to love. This suggests
that the loving person is the legalist. And that doesn’t seem to make sense. But | think on a
broader basis one needs to consider the real meaning of legalism. Currently, my best
understanding of the meaning of legalism is this: | believe that the essence of legalism is
preoccupation with our legal standing with a legal, legalistic God. And so many Christians are
preoccupied with their legal standing, because they don’t really know God. They don’t realize
that He is a gracious God who is not preoccupied with our legal standing. Like the father of the
prodigal son, He’s very preoccupied with our welfare and whether or not we will come home.
That’s what God is preoccupied with. So unfortunately, the word “legalism” is often misused, so
| will repeat it. The essence of legalism is preoccupation with one’s legal standing with God.

Lou: Well now, Graham, if you are saying that a person might not be just concerned about the
Ten Commandments, let me ask you this: Could a person believe and accept, for instance,
Christ’s sacrifice in his or her place in such a way—could he or she think of that in such a way
that they would in effect be a legalist?

Graham: Yes, this is something to say very carefully. But | really believe that’s true. If you
believe Jesus died primarily to adjust our legal standing with a God who is preoccupied with our
legal standing, you are a legalist. And this means that you no longer take the blood of bulls and
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goats to God to adjust your legal standing—and I'd want to say this very reverently—you now
take Him the blood of His Son and say, “Will this adjust my legal standing?” He would say,
“That’s good; now, you’ve brought Me the right blood.” This is legalism.

Lou: So you’re saying that if the purpose of our idea or our experience of salvation is meeting a
legal requirement or it satisfies a legal requirement, it becomes a matter of legalism.

Graham: That’s the Devil’s sad perversion. He has actually taken the death of Christ, which is a
monument to freedom, and suggests that God is not preoccupied with our legal standing; he
has turned that into just another ceremony to adjust legal standing. In other words, those who
misunderstood the ceremonies in Old Testament times, but then became Christians, applied
the same misunderstanding to the cross and to the blood of Christ. It’s just that now they have
better blood and more persuasiveness with the Father to adjust their legal standing. It sounds
terrible to say that.

Lou: It seems to me that you have opened the idea of the meaning and the problem of legalism
to a much broader perspective, a very important perspective. You give us something to think
about.

Graham: It supports the Devil’s charges that God is arbitrary, exacting, vengeful, unforgiving,
and severe. See, all legalism is based on the conception that God has to execute those who
disobey Him. Therefore, it follows that forgiveness will take care of it. That’s what produces
legalism. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #12 with
Lou Venden, “God’s Law is No Threat to Our Freedom” recorded April 1984, Loma Linda,

California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link:
http://pkp.cc/12MMCAG

Further Study with Ellen White

God desired to bring all peoples under His merciful rule. He desired that the earth should be
filled with joy and peace. He created man for happiness, and He longs to fill human hearts with
the peace of heaven. He desires that the families below shall be a symbol of the great family
above. {COL 290.2}

The opinion is held by many that God placed a separating wall between the Hebrews and the
outside world; that His care and love, withdrawn to a great extent from the rest of mankind,
were centered upon Israel. But God did not design that His people should build up a wall of
partition between themselves and their fellow men. The heart of Infinite Love was reaching out
toward all the inhabitants of the earth. Though they had rejected Him, He was constantly
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seeking to reveal Himself to them and make them partakers of His love and grace. His blessing
was granted to the chosen people, that they might bless others. {PP 368.1}

Heaven’s plan of salvation is broad enough to embrace the whole world. God longs to breathe
into prostrate humanity the breath of life. And He will not permit any soul to be disappointed
who is sincere in his longing for something higher and nobler than anything the world can offer.
Constantly He is sending His angels to those who, while surrounded by circumstances the most
discouraging, pray in faith for some power higher than themselves to take possession of them
and bring deliverance and peace. {PK 377.1}

If man had kept the law of God, as given to Adam after his fall, preserved by Noah, and
observed by Abraham, there would have been no necessity for the ordinance of circumcision.
And if the descendants of Abraham had kept the covenant, of which circumcision was a sign,
they would never have been seduced into idolatry, nor would it have been necessary for them
to suffer a life of bondage in Egypt; they would have kept God’s law in mind, and there would
have been no necessity for it to be proclaimed from Sinai or engraved upon the tables of stone.
And had the people practiced the principles of the Ten Commandments, there would have been
no need of the additional directions given to Moses. {PP 364.2}

The law of love being the foundation of the government of God, the happiness of all created
beings depended upon their perfect accord with its great principles of righteousness. God
desires from all His creatures the service of love—homage that springs from an intelligent
appreciation of His character. He takes no pleasure in a forced allegiance, and to all He grants
freedom of will, that they may render Him voluntary service. {GC 493.2}

Love, the basis of creation and of redemption, is the basis of true education. This is made plain
in the law that God has given as the guide of life. The first and great commandment is, “Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and
with all thy strength.” Mark 12:30. To love Him, the Infinite, the Omniscient One, with the
whole strength and mind and heart, means the highest development of every power. It means
that in the whole being—the body, the mind, as well as the soul—the image of God is to be
restored. {CT 32.1}

Like the first is the second commandment, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” Mark
12:31. The law of love calls for the devotion of body, mind, and soul to the service of God and
our fellow men. And this service, while making us a blessing to others, brings the greatest
blessing to ourselves. Unselfishness underlies all true development. Through unselfish service
we receive the highest culture of every faculty. {CT 32.2}

But notice here that obedience is not a mere outward compliance, but the service of love. The
law of God is an expression of His very nature; it is an embodiment of the great principle of
love, and hence is the foundation of His government in heaven and earth. If our hearts are
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renewed in the likeness of God, if the divine love is implanted in the soul, will not the law of
God be carried out in the life? When the principle of love is implanted in the heart, when man is
renewed after the image of Him that created him, the new-covenant promise is fulfilled, “I will
put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds will | write them.” Hebrews 10:16. And if the
law is written in the heart, will it not shape the life? Obedience—the service and allegiance of
love—is the true sign of discipleship. Thus the Scripture says, “This is the love of God, that we
keep His commandments.” “He that saith, | know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is
a liar, and the truth is not in him.” 1 John 5:3; 2:4. Instead of releasing man from obedience, it is
faith, and faith only, that makes us partakers of the grace of Christ, which enables us to render
obedience. {SC 60.2}

The law of God existed before man was created. It was adapted to the condition of holy beings;
even angels were governed by it. After the fall, the principles of righteousness were unchanged.
Nothing was taken from the law; not one of its holy precepts could be improved. And as it has
existed from the beginning, so will it continue to exist throughout the ceaseless ages of
eternity. “Concerning thy testimonies,” says the psalmist, “I have known of old that thou hast
founded them forever (ST April 15, 1886). {1BC 1104.2}

But in heaven, service is not rendered in the spirit of legality. When Satan rebelled against the
law of Jehovah, the thought that there was a law came to the angels almost as an awakening to
something unthought of. In their ministry the angels are not as servants, but as sons. There is
perfect unity between them and their Creator. Obedience is to them no drudgery. Love for God
makes their service a joy. {MB 109.2}

In calling them to His service, God offers them freedom. Obedience to God is liberty from the
thralldom of sin, deliverance from human passion and impulse. {TM 247.1}

Love is the basis of godliness. Whatever the profession, no man has pure love to God unless he
has unselfish love for his brother. But we can never come into possession of this spirit by trying
to love others. What is needed is the love of Christ in the heart. When self is merged in Christ,
love springs forth spontaneously. The completeness of Christian character is attained when the
impulse to help and bless others springs constantly from within—when the sunshine of heaven
fills the heart and is revealed in the countenance. {COL 384.2}

The Holy Spirit brings power that enables man to overcome. It is through the agency of the
Spirit that the government of Satan is to be subdued. It is the Spirit that convinces of sin, and,
with the consent of the human being, expels sin from the heart. The mind is then brought
under a new law—the royal law of liberty. {OHC 152.3}

Satan is ever at work endeavoring to pervert what God has spoken, to blind the mind and
darken the understanding, and thus lead men into sin. This is why the Lord is so explicit, making
His requirements so very plain that none need err. God is constantly seeking to draw men close
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under His protection, that Satan may not practice his cruel, deceptive power upon them. He has
condescended to speak to them with His own voice, to write with His own hand the living
oracles. And these blessed words, all instinct with life and luminous with truth, are committed
to men as a perfect guide. {PP 503.3}

The law of ten commandments is not to be looked upon as much from the prohibitory side, as
from the mercy side. Its prohibitions are the sure guarantee of happiness in obedience. As
received in Christ, it works in us the purity of character that will bring joy to us through eternal
ages. To the obedient it is a wall of protection. We behold in it the goodness of God, who by
revealing to men the immutable principles of righteousness, seeks to shield them from the evils
that result from transgression. {1SM 235.1}

We are not to regard God as waiting to punish the sinner for his sin. The sinner brings the
punishment upon himself. His own actions start a train of circumstances that bring the sure
result. Every act of transgression reacts upon the sinner, works in him a change of character,
and makes it more easy for him to transgress again. By choosing to sin, men separate
themselves from God, cut themselves off from the channel of blessing, and the sure result is
ruin and death. {1SM 235.2}

So far from making arbitrary requirements, God’s law is given to men as a hedge, a shield.
Whoever accepts its principles is preserved from evil. Fidelity to God involves fidelity to man.
Thus the law guards the rights, the individuality, of every human being. It restrains the superior
from oppression, and the subordinate from disobedience. It ensures man’s well-being, both for
this world and for the world to come. To the obedient it is the pledge of eternal life, for it
expresses the principles that endure forever. {Ed 76.4}

His law is to extend the shield of divine protection over every soul who puts his trust in Him.
{TDG 109.2}

Heaven’s law is always merciful, kind, tender, helpful, uplifting to others. {FLB 84.4}
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