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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes 
Third Quarter 2025: Exodus 
Lesson 11 “Apostasy and Intercession” 

 

Read for this week’s study 

Exodus 32:1–6; Psalm 115:4–8; Isaiah 44:9, 10; Romans 1:22–27; Exodus 32:7–32; Isaiah 53:4. 

 

Memory Text   

“Then Moses returned to the LORD and said, ‘Oh, these people have committed a great sin, and 

have made for themselves a god of gold! Yet now, if You will forgive their sin—but if not, I pray, 

blot me out of Your book which You have written’” (Exodus 32:31, 32, NKJV). 

 

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide 

I. Introduction 
II. Failed Leadership 
III. Idolatry and Evil 
IV. Corrupting Themselves 
V. God’s Righteous Wrath 
VI. Intercession 
VII. Further Study 

 

Questions and Notes for Consideration 
Facilitator: Daniel Duda 

1. “Moses had been absent from the camp of Israel for only 40 days and what happened? 
God’s people had turned away from Him and worshiped a human-made idol, the 
golden calf. After so many mighty signs, experiences, and miracles, how could they 
have done that? […] Whatever the reasons for this terrible apostasy, what lessons can 
we draw from it, not only about human sinfulness but about God’s gracious love for 
humans, despite their sinfulness? (Sabbath afternoon) 

2. How confused are the people in their request (32:1-2)? Do they want a leader or a god? 
(Sunday’s lesson) Having just come from a culture that deified Pharaoh, and after 
seeing all the miracles that God performed through Moses, they have come to regard 
Moses as divine. 

3. What does the phrase “all people” (32:3) teach us about people who are desperate to 
regain a sense of security? How much are “all the people” willing to sacrifice or trade to 
gain a sense of security? What are the implications for us today and for last day events? 

4. How did the Israelites get from “as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of 
the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” (32:1 cf. 14:31) to “these 
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are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” (32:4) after 
witnessing Aaron fabricating the calf before their own eyes from the jewelry that they 
gave to him?  

5. Monday’s lesson focuses on where the idolatry quickly led the Israelites (Exodus 32:6 
cf. Genesis 26:8). Notice that people are eager to begin worshiping the calf, so they 
wake up early to do so. When people create their own gods, they also create their own 
rules of worship and of other behavior (Romans 1:22–27). Realizing that, we can better 
appreciate the detailed rules connected with Tabernacle worship. 

6. Tuesday’s lesson concentrates on 32:7-8. The words translated as “have acted 
perversely/basely” are literally “have destroyed everything; corrupted themselves”. 
The Bible’s fundamental idea is that God is not in nature. God is always against 
oppression. But he did not take the Israelites out of Egypt so they could be free to do 
whatever they wanted. He took them out so they would be free to worship the one 
true God (9:1). True worship always liberates; liberation alone without proper values 
ends in an orgy. 

7. Most people believe if God performed just one miracle for them, they would surely and 
permanently believe in God. Yet, here is an entire nation who, 12 weeks after the most 
impressive miracles, forgot about their God. What can we do to “remember” what God 
has done for us? How do happiness and gratitude go together? Do you know anyone 
who is ungrateful and happy? 

8. Wednesday’s lesson ponders God’s righteous wrath (32:9-29). Why, after referring to 
the Israelites as “my people”, does God now refer to them as “your [Moses’] people 
whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt” (32:7 cf. 20:2)? Is it God’s short 
memory or is there something more profound going on here? 

9. Thursday’s lesson is about Moses’ intercession: “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot 
against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and 
with a mighty hand?” (32:11-13) What does it mean to take God at his word? Did God 
get upset with Moses for not trusting his decision (v. 10)? Did he punish Moses for his 
lack of trust in the divine plan? No!  

10. “And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his 
people.” (v. 14) And we see in the subsequent story, God changes his mind again (32:34 
cf. 33:1-3. 14-17) as the result of another of Moses’ intercessions: “The Lord said to 
Moses, ‘Go, leave this place, you and the people whom you have brought up out of the 
land of Egypt…’” (33:1) Moses responds: “Consider, too, that this nation is your 
people.” (v. 13). The Lord said to Moses, “I will also do this thing that you have asked, 
for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” (v. 17) 

11. What does it mean to take God’s word seriously for a follower of Baal, Moloch, Allah, 
or Yahweh? How does Yahweh operate in relationship and dialogue with people and 
situations? What does this teach us about Jesus’ intercessory ministry and our 
intercession for others? What does it teach about stages of faith and development? 
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Thoughts from Graham Maxwell 

It seems to me we owe God a lot of apologies for misunderstanding Sinai and many other places. 

It’s for our sakes that He has raised His voice, and don’t we love Him the more for it? He’s willing 

to meet us where we are and speak a language we can understand. Of course, all that 

demonstration of majesty and power does is get attention, isn’t it, and inspire a little reverence 

for a moment or two. It doesn’t seem to last, though, does it? What were they doing forty days 

later? He hadn’t overdone it. He hadn’t terrified them too much. Had He deprived them of the 

image of God within them, the power to think and to do? Why, no, a few days later they still had 

that ability to say to Aaron, “We don’t know about this God, or this Moses. Give us an idol.” They 

still were free. It’s just they were so hard of hearing, God had to raise His voice that loudly to be 

heard.  

But it does raise a significant question about the use of force all through the Bible, from beginning 

to end, right up to the third angel’s message, which is a fearsome message of torment in 

sulphureous flames and never-ending smoke. Remember? In the third angel’s message. Isn’t it 

becoming clearer in Scripture, that when God indeed has used force and displayed His power, it 

may have gained attention, but it has never accomplished what He really wants? {Graham 

Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in All 66 – Exodus, recorded October 

1981, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the 

following direct links:  *Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1983: 

http://pkp.cc/3MMPOGIA66 (Part 1)  http://pkp.cc/4MMPOGIA66 (Part 2) 

 

And didn’t you feel a little breathless at times, as you read in modern speech the things that Job 

said? Would you dare? Of course, would you have dared to say, “God, should not the Judge of all 

the earth do what is right?” Would you dare do that? And that’s Abraham, who was God’s very 

special friend. Would you dare say to God, if God said, “Step aside; I say, step aside. I’m sick and 

tired of these people. They deserve justice. I will destroy them and make a great nation of you.” 

And Moses says, “God, I can’t. I can’t do that. And as I know you, you couldn’t do it either. You 

would ruin your reputation. The Egyptians would say you have showed so much power there, but 

actually you were too weak to take the people to Canaan. You’d lose your reputation if you do 

this.” I wish God’s reply was in there. It’s implied. “I love to hear you say this, Moses. That’s why I 

say you are my friend. And I don’t treat you like a prophet in vision and dreams. You and I can talk, 

face to face, as a man speaks to his friend.”  

I see Moses, Abraham and Job in the same company. And look how they talked to God. {Graham 

Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in All 66 – Esther & Job, recorded 

January 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the 

following direct links:  *Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1984: 

http://pkp.cc/25MMPOGIA66 (Part 1)   http://pkp.cc/26MMPOGIA66 (Part 2) 

http://pkp.cc/3MMPOGIA66
http://pkp.cc/4MMPOGIA66
http://pkp.cc/25MMPOGIA66
http://pkp.cc/26MMPOGIA66
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Lou: Now, there are questions that arise in regard to the second part of your presentation on 

intercession. You’ve talked about intercession, a mediator, as part of an emergency measure. Does 

that mean that we don’t need an advocate? First John, second chapter talks about, “If any man 

sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” Are you saying that we don’t 

need an advocate? 

Graham: As I mentioned, if one is still afraid of God, the Bible says we have an advocate with the 

Father. However, knowing that we really don’t need someone to intercede with the Father, do we 

still need an advocate? Well, if we only determined who it is that’s really against us, then we 

would see why we need an advocate standing beside the Father, the paraclete, called to His side 

to help. Satan is against us, the accuser of the brethren who accuses us day and night before God. 

Look in Zechariah 3, who is accusing Joshua the High Priest? Who is defending? In Job, who is 

accusing? Who is defending? So since we have an enemy, God’s enemy is our enemy too. We need 

an advocate. We need someone to represent us. To God? No. He’s our friend as much as the Son 

and the Holy Spirit.  

But our future neighbors and friends, the inhabitants of the universe, might not be too sure about 

us. And God doesn’t ask them to accept His list of candidates. He doesn’t run His universe that 

way. So He allows Satan to accuse, and has Jesus explain. If He can defend, He does. If He can’t, He 

won’t. And so, it’s very real to me that Jesus is in this role of advocate and intercessor defending 

His loyal children who may even be just babes in the truth. If they trust Him like the thief on the 

cross, Jesus can say, “Yes, he has a terrible record as the Devil has pointed out, but he has a new 

heart and a right spirit. I commend him as safe to save, even to live next door to.” And his 

guardian angel heaves a big sigh of relief. 

Lou: Not from God’s wrath or anything like that, that He’s protecting us. 

Graham: No. So often, we’ve got the wrong enemy. 

Lou: He made God the enemy. 

Graham: Yes.  

Lou: Exactly what the devil would like to have us think. 

Graham: Exactly. The Father’s not our foe. No. “If God can be for us, who can be against us?” 

Romans 8. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #11 with 

Lou Venden, “God’s Emergency Measures” recorded April 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen 

to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: 

http://pkp.cc/11MMCAG 

 

But if we really want to know about God, what God is really like, then it would mean everything in 

the world to believe and understand that the one who came to this earth and walked among us 

was that God. And so, when Jesus was here, and we realize it’s God, and you watch Him treat 

http://pkp.cc/11MMCAG
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sinners so graciously, did anybody intercede with Jesus to forgive somebody? No. Nobody had to 

plead with Him to forgive, ever. It was in His heart to forgive. No one had to plead with Him. But 

somebody has to plead with the Father, right? If Jesus is fully God, as emphasized in all these 

passages, and nobody had to intercede with Him, then we know no one has to intercede with God. 

“In that day you will ask in my name; and I do not say to you that I shall pray the Father for you” 

(RSV) “You know, if you’ve seen me you’ve seen the Father. And you realize the implications to 

this? There’s no need for me to intercede with the Father when I get up there, for the Father’s just 

like me. In fact, I am God.”  

And Jesus said in John 12:45 and 14:9, both, “if you have seen me, you have seen the Father. If 

you trust me, you trust the Father.” And the incredible thing is that that gentle person who walked 

around Palestine the way He did, and was so incredibly gracious, even to the one who would 

betray Him in the end; He was fully God. And that’s the way God treats people. And don’t wonder 

if the one up there is still learning how to behave as graciously as the Son. That’s a terrible thing to 

think about! {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in all 66 – 

Ephesians & Colossians, recorded April 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of 

the above reference, click on the following direct links: 

http://pkp.cc/67MMPOGIA66 (Part 1)  http://pkp.cc/68MMPOGIA66 (Part 2) 

 

 

Lou: The “substitutionary,” that comes in, say more about that. The “vicarious.” 

Graham: Ah. He died in our stead. He died as the substitution. In a way, it’s very true. I mean, 

either He dies or we die. However, that’s where the comparison ends, because if God has let you 

and me and all other sinners die, all it would have done is prove the truthfulness of His warning, 

“If you sin, you will die.” And God could say to the universe, “Was I right? I said sinners would die, 

and look, they’re dead.” But the universe would not have had answers to questions two and three 

that I just mentioned. When Jesus died, there was no doubt in the minds of the universe that God 

was not killing His Son. They were clear about that. And the death of Christ answers all those three 

questions. So it’s not either us or Him. His death was infinitely more significant than ours. But had 

He not died, then what else could God do but leave us to reap the consequences and we all would 

have died. So, in a sense, yes. He died in our stead, but beyond that there’s no comparison. 

Lou: But not as a payoff. It’s not one or the other. 

Graham: It’s not His death is equal to all of ours. His death is infinitely more significant than the 

death of every sinful man or angel who has ever lived. The death of angels and men would not 

have answered the questions. 

Lou: What you’re saying then, is that just a simple satisfaction idea doesn’t encompass what’s 

involved at all, does it? 

http://pkp.cc/67MMPOGIA66
http://pkp.cc/68MMPOGIA66
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Graham: Oh, it makes it much too small. I think it puts God in a very bad light, and it doesn’t 

answer the questions of the Great Controversy. Many folk who prefer those understandings of the 

plan of salvation do not understand there has been a universe-wide great controversy over the 

character and government of God. And do you remember at our first meeting, I brought along the 

evidence that even Luther, hero of the Christian world that he is, could not conceive of these 

larger issues because he couldn’t include the book of Revelation—let alone Hebrews, James and 

Jude. And this has been the pattern through the years. Not many have seen the sixty-sixth book 

picture of a universe-wide controversy over the character and government of God. And so they 

have seen the death of Christ as primarily a plan just to save you and me, for which we are very 

grateful. It’s just that the larger view makes the cross much more significant.  {Graham Maxwell. 

Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #8 with Lou Venden, “The Most Costly 

and Convincing Evidence” recorded March 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire 

audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/8MMCAG 

 

Further Study with Ellen White 

Man will rise no higher than his conceptions of truth, purity, and holiness. If the mind is never 

exalted above the level of humanity, if it is not uplifted by faith to contemplate infinite wisdom 

and love, the man will be constantly sinking lower and lower. The worshipers of false gods clothed 

their deities with human attributes and passions, and thus their standard of character was 

degraded to the likeness of sinful humanity.  {CC 32.5} 

Men put God out of their knowledge and worshiped the creatures of their own imagination; and 

as the result, they became more and more debased. The psalmist describes the effect produced 

upon the worshiper by the adoration of idols. He says, “They that make them are like unto them; 

so is every one that trusteth in them.” Psalm 115:8. It is a law of the human mind that by 

beholding we become changed. Man will rise no higher than his conceptions of truth, purity, and 

holiness. If the mind is never exalted above the level of humanity, if it is not uplifted by faith to 

contemplate infinite wisdom and love, the man will be constantly sinking lower and lower. The 

worshipers of false gods clothed their deities with human attributes and passions, and thus their 

standard of character was degraded to the likeness of sinful humanity. They were defiled in 

consequence. {PP 91.2} 

So in Israel, man’s teaching had been put in the place of God’s. Not only the things of nature, but 

the sacrificial service and the Scriptures themselves—all given to reveal God—were so perverted 

that they became the means of concealing Him.  {COL 18.2} 

Christ sought to remove that which obscured the truth. The veil that sin has cast over the face of 

nature, He came to draw aside, bringing to view the spiritual glory that all things were created to 

reflect. His words placed the teachings of nature as well as of the Bible in a new aspect, and made 

them a new revelation.  {COL 18.3} 

http://pkp.cc/8MMCAG
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Sin not only shuts away from God, but destroys in the human soul both the desire and the capacity 

for knowing Him. Through sin, the whole human organism is deranged, the mind is perverted, the 

imagination corrupted; the faculties of the soul are degraded. There is an absence of pure religion, 

of heart holiness. The converting power of God has not wrought in transforming the character. 

The soul is weak, and for want of moral force to overcome, is polluted and debased.  {PK 233.1}   

Nature is not God, nor ever was God. God is in nature, the voice of nature testifies of God, but 

nature is not God. It only bears testimony to God’s power as his created works. There is a personal 

God, the Father; there is a personal Christ, the Son.—U. T., July 3, 1898.  {HL 287.1} 

It is a law both of the intellectual and the spiritual nature, that by beholding, we become changed. 

The mind gradually adapts itself to the subjects upon which it is allowed to dwell. It becomes 

assimilated to that which it is accustomed to love and reverence. Man will never rise higher than 

his standard of purity or goodness or truth. If self is his loftiest ideal, he will never attain to 

anything more exalted. Rather, he will constantly sink lower and lower. The grace of God alone has 

power to exalt man. Left to himself, his course must inevitably be downward.  {GC 555.1}  

It is a law of the mind that it gradually adapts itself to the subjects upon which it is trained to 

dwell. If occupied with commonplace matters only, it will become dwarfed and enfeebled. If never 

required to grapple with difficult problems, it will after a time almost lose the power of growth. 

{PP 596.2} 

By beholding we are to become changed; and as we meditate upon the perfections of the divine 

Model, we shall desire to become wholly transformed, and renewed in the image of His purity. It is 

by faith in the Son of God that transformation takes place in the character, and the child of wrath 

becomes the child of God.  {AG 302.5}   

By beholding Jesus we receive a living, expanding principle in the heart, and the Holy Spirit carries 

on the work, and the believer advances from grace to grace, from strength to strength, from 

character to character. He conforms to the image of Christ, until in spiritual growth he attains unto 

the measure of the full stature in Christ Jesus. Thus Christ makes an end of the curse of sin, and 

sets the believing soul free from its action and effect.  {1SM 395.1} 

God bids us fill the mind with great thoughts, pure thoughts. He desires us to meditate upon His 

love and mercy, to study His wonderful work in the great plan of redemption. Then clearer and still 

clearer will be our perception of truth, higher, holier, our desire for purity of heart and clearness 

of thought. The soul dwelling in the pure atmosphere of holy thought will be transformed by 

communion with God through the study of Scriptures.  {COL 60.1}   

Prayer is the opening of the heart to God as to a friend. The eye of faith will discern God very near, 

and the suppliant may obtain precious evidence of the divine love and care for him. {4T 533.3} 

Jesus knows the circumstances of every soul. You may say, I am sinful, very sinful. You may be; but 

the worse you are, the more you need Jesus. He turns no weeping, contrite one away. He does not 
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tell to any all that He might reveal, but He bids every trembling soul take courage. Freely will He 

pardon all who come to Him for forgiveness and restoration.  {DA 568.3} 

If you take even one step toward Him in repentance, He will hasten to enfold you in His arms of 

infinite love. His ear is open to the cry of the contrite soul. The very first reaching out of the heart 

after God is known to Him. Never a prayer is offered, however faltering, never a tear is shed, 

however secret, never a sincere desire after God is cherished, however feeble, but the Spirit of 

God goes forth to meet it. Even before the prayer is uttered or the yearning of the heart made 

known, grace from Christ goes forth to meet the grace that is working upon the human soul.       

{FLB 129.3} 

The religion of Christ means more than the forgiveness of sin; it means that sin is taken away, and 

that the vacuum is filled with the Spirit. It means that the mind is divinely illumined, that the heart 

is emptied of self, and filled with the presence of Christ. {OHC 154.5} 

It is God’s glory to encircle sinful, repentant human beings in the arms of His love, to bind up their 

wounds, to cleanse them from sin, and to clothe them with the garments of salvation.                  

{PK 668.3} 

The atonement of Christ is not a mere skillful way to have our sins pardoned; it is a divine remedy 

for the cure of transgression and the restoration of spiritual health. It is the Heaven-ordained 

means by which the righteousness of Christ may be not only upon us but in our hearts and 

characters (Letter 406, 1906).  {6BC 1074.2} 

God's forgiveness is not merely a judicial act by which He sets us free from condemnation. It is not 

only forgiveness for sin but reclaiming from sin. It is the outflow of redeeming love that transforms 

the heart. David had the true conception of forgiveness when he prayed, "Create in me a clean 

heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me." Psalm 51:10.  {FLB 129.2}  

Up to the time of Christ’s first advent, men worshiped cruel, despotic gods. Even the Jewish mind 

was reached through fear, and not love. Christ’s mission on the earth was to reveal to men that 

God was not a despot, but a heavenly Father, full of love and mercy for His children. {18MR 112.4} 

God saw that a clearer revelation than nature was needed to portray both His personality and His 

character. He sent His Son into the world to manifest, so far as could be endured by human sight, 

the nature and the attributes of the invisible God.  {MH 419.4} 


