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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes 
Third Quarter 2025: Exodus 
Lesson 12 “Please, Show Me Your Glory” 

 

Read for this week’s study 

Exodus 33:7–34:35; Deuteronomy 18:15, 18; John 17:3; Romans 2:4; John 3:16; 2 Corinthians 3:18. 

 

Memory Text   

“And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, ‘The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, 

longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 

iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the 

fathers upon the children and the children’s children to the third and the fourth generation’ ” 

(Exod. 34:6, 7, NKJV). 

 

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide 

I. Introduction 
II. The Tent of Meeting 
III. That I May Know You 
IV. “Please, Show Me Your Glory” 
V. The Self-Revelation of God 
VI. The Shining Face of Moses 
VII. Further Study 

 
 

Questions and Notes for Consideration 
Facilitator: Daniel Duda 

1. “We all need to grow in our walk with God. Without growth, we are dead. […] This 
week we study how Moses, through knowing and following God’s instructions, was 
growing in his walk with the Lord.” (Sabbath afternoon) 

2. Sunday’s lesson looks at the Tent of Meeting, based on Exodus 33:7-11. The purpose of 
these verses is to describe the nature of Moses’ relationship with God. Although they 
interrupt the narrative, verses 12-23 serve as an introduction to Moses’ attempt to get 
to know God better. 

3. Deuteronomy 4:12 says that God has no physical form; how are we to understand that 
“the Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend” (33:11)? What 
does the expression “to lose face” mean to you? God’s intimate relationship with 
Moses was unparalleled: “Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom 
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the Lord knew face to face.” (Deuteronomy 34:10; cf. Genesis 20:3-7; Isaiah 1:1; Exodus 
33:20-23) (Monday’s lesson) 

4. What is the context for Moses’ request in verses 12-13 (cf. 33:1-2)? How did God 
respond (v. 14)? We already mentioned that Moses was closer to God than any other 
human being (Deuteronomy 34:10), yet he still had questions about God and wanted to 
know him better. Just as we never understand other people completely, God is 
infinitely greater in our journey of understanding him. What can “distinguish me and 
your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?” (33:16 cf. John 13:34-
35) 

5. How does Moses catch the ambiguity of God’s response in v. 14, “My Presence will go 
with you, and I will give you rest.” So Moses presses God further, telling him that if he 
will not promise and commit to remaining responsible for the whole nation, then he 
should not have anything to do with them. Moses proposes that God stay with the 
nation and do something that has never happened with any other people on earth (v. 
16). What is God’s response (v. 15-17)? What can we learn from this incident? 

6. How does the Bible show that God is affected by human beings (Genesis 6:1-8; Isaiah 
63:9)? How does this make God different from Aristotle’s “unmovable mover”? What 
better way to show that God takes human beings very seriously? 

7. Even with all the intimate interactions that Moses had with God since the burning bush 
experience, yet he still yearns to know God better (18-33) (Tuesday’s lesson) When 
Moses asked, “please, show me your glory” (33:18), God revealed his goodness (33:19). 
Why is that significant? Besides God revealing his name as Yahweh to Moses (again!), 
God describes himself in the exact terms that Moses was prodding God to behave/act 
in the last two chapters (34:6-7). 

8. What do we learn from God’s self-revelation in 34:1-28? (Wednesday’s lesson) What 
are the nine distinct characteristics listed here? Why is this the most repeated and 
quoted formula of the OT (Numbers 14:18-19; Jonah 4:2; Joel 2:13; Micah 7:18; Psalms 
86:15; 103:8; 145:8; 2 Chronicles 30:9; Nehemiah 9:17.31)? 

9. How do you understand that God “does not clear the guilty”? How do you understand 
that God “remembers the iniquity of parents upon children and children’s children, 
upon the third and fourth generations” (34:7 cf. Deuteronomy 24:16)? Why is it that 
the children of people who do evil often suffer more shame than the parents of people 
who do evil? 

10. Thursday’s lesson focuses on the shining face of Moses (34:29-35). As with the first set 
of tablets, Moses spent forty days on Mount Sinai. This time, however, the people did 
not try to replace him or God with an idol. The radiant face of Moses is referred to 
three times, the veil Moses places on his face is also referred to three times and there 
are seven references to speaking in verses 29-35, which is a clear reference back to 
creation. 

11. Moses says, “If I have found favor in your eyes, then let the Lord go with us. Although 
this is a stiff-necked people, forgive our wickedness and our sin, and take us as your 
inheritance.” (34:9) What can we learn from Moses’ identification with the people (cf. 
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Jonah; Paul in Acts 27)? How is that a model for us today? What does it mean be a 
friend of God today (Exodus 33:11; John 15:14-16)? 

 

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell 

Is there a verse in the Bible that says that when Jesus died, He was given up? Romans 4:25 says 

Christ was given up for our transgressions. And many versions, with their reformation influence 

translate this “Christ was put to death.” There is nothing in there about being put to death. It says 

He was given up. To tie that in with the issue in the Great Controversy, God gave up His Son as if 

He were a sinner. Just as He will give us up, if we are real sinners at the end. Because you can’t 

force people to trust you, in a free universe, what can you do but give people up? When Jesus was 

given up, yes, He died. 

So I believe there were three questions answered by Gethsemane and the cross. One: who is right, 

God or the devil? Is God a liar when He says sin results in death? The devil says, “Yes, God has lied 

to you.” “You will not die” is the teaching of the devil. God says, “You will die. But it is not torture 

and execution at My hands.” The devil developed the whole doctrine of hell to turn the universe 

against God. And God says that is not true. And I say, “Well, how do I know how the wicked are 

going to die?” He says, “Only one person has ever died the death as a result of sin. It’s only 

happened once in all eternity. I died that death. I wouldn’t ask any of you to prove the 

truthfulness of My word. This is the meaning of substitutionary death.” Yes, He died in our place, 

but not for legal reasons. He died because He wouldn’t think of asking anybody else to go through 

that painful experience to demonstrate the truth. Besides, our death wouldn’t have answered it 

anyway. Because if our dying would have answered the question, then He might as well have let 

Lucifer die in the beginning. 

But you remember the explanation. Had He left Lucifer to die, the universe would have 

misunderstood and assumed God had put him to death. So only by God coming, He said, “No one 

takes My life from Me. Nobody can kill Me. I’m going through this Myself. I have arranged this 

with my Father.” And the universe looking on said, “The Father isn’t killing the Son. God isn’t 

killing God.” And it was clear enough to them that they could say, “Our questions are answered. 

One: sin does result in death. Two: it is not torture and execution at the hands of our gracious 

God.  

Only one thing left. “God, why were you so concerned that we understand this?” God says, 

“Because if you serve Me from fear, it will turn you into rebels—holy rebels.” He says. “Come to 

Calvary.” On Calvary, Jesus was tortured to death. By whom? The most devout, blueprinting 

Adventists the world has ever known. Absolutely dedicated to God, the scriptures, creation, 

Sabbath, the Ten Commandments, you name it. Jesus said you even strain gnats out of your goat’s 

milk. Real health reformers. You couldn’t fault them for a thing. You couldn’t have 
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disfellowshipped one of the people who crucified Christ. Their lives were apparently without 

blemish. 

But they hated Him. They hated His picture of God. They killed Him to silence His unbiblical heresy. 

And the angels looking on said, “We thought, by sending Your Son to Palestine, You did that to get 

a good running start with people who already agreed with You. We didn’t realize You sent Him 

there to prove this costly point, that if we obey You for the wrong reason, because we don’t really 

know You, we could turn into Your worst enemies in the middle of our Sabbath-keeping and our 

tithe-paying and our health-reforming.” And that’s why I think the biggest mistake the Adventist 

church could make in these last days is to have one tremendous revival in reformation, get out the 

blueprint, straighten out our lives, without spending much more time on the picture of God. 

Because if we do the right things for the wrong reason, we’ll do what some of the Jews did and 

become His enemies. 

So I believe the cross was the only way to answer the questions. Without answers to the 

questions, there would be no peace, no freedom, no security throughout the universe. So it was 

for these specific reasons. {Graham Maxwell.  Excerpt from the audio presentation, Questions 

People are Asking About the Plan of Salvation, recorded April 1983, Redlands, California} To listen 

to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links: 

http://pkp.cc/1MMQUESTP (Part 1)  http://pkp.cc/2MMQUESTP (Part 2) 

 

But what about the fire, how can you fit that in? Well, as we know God’s glory is often described 

as having the appearance of fire. God’s life-giving glory looks like fire. You remember on Sinai the 

glory of the Lord had the appearance of fire. You remember Moses said, “God, I’d like to see you 

in your glory.” And God said, “No man can see my face and live.” And legalists would say that God 

said, “If I catch you peeking I’ll kill you.” No, the glory of the Lord is a real thing, this life-giving 

glory, people out of harmony with Him cannot see it. And so, God veiled His glory with Moses and 

even the little bit that he saw, remember He said, “I’ll put you in a cleft in the rock, I’ll put my 

hand over you and I’ll only show you.” And I remember as a small boy reading “my hinder parts.” 

And so I read on to see what God’s back looked like and it didn’t say a word it just described His 

character. But Moses didn’t come down with character written on his face, he came down shining 

so brightly with reflected glory he had to wear a veil out of consideration for the people.   

Yes, God’s glory is His magnificent character but that isn’t all. There also is great physical power.  

The life-giving glory of God which we sinful mortals cannot see, not even Moses. Ezekiel when he 

saw the wheels within the wheels, you remember, at the heart of it there was a face like a human 

being and there was dazzling brilliance and remember underneath Ezekiel said, “Such was the 

likeness of, the appearance of, the glory of the Lord.” I mean, he knew he was at least twice 

removed from knowing exactly what it was. So he said, “Such was the likeness of, the appearance 

of, the glory of the Lord” again appearing as fire. {Graham Maxwell.  Excerpt from the audio series, 

http://pkp.cc/1MMQUESTP
http://pkp.cc/2MMQUESTP
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Understanding the Mission of the Church, #8, recorded September 1983, Camp AuSable, 

Michigan} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: 

http://pkp.cc/8MMUTMOTC 

 

Further Study with Ellen White 

To human beings, striving for conformity to the divine image, there is imparted an outlay of 

heaven’s treasure, an excellency of power that will place them higher than even the angels who 

have never fallen.  {HP 148.5} 

As the will of man co-operates with the will of God, it becomes omnipotent. Whatever is to be 

done at His command may be accomplished in His strength. All His biddings are enablings.         

{COL 333.1} 

As we partake of the divine nature, hereditary and cultivated tendencies to wrong are cut away 

from the character, and we are made a living power for good. Ever learning of the divine Teacher, 

daily partaking of His nature, we cooperate with God in overcoming Satan’s temptations. God 

works, and man works, that man may be one with Christ as Christ is one with God. Then we sit 

together with Christ in heavenly places. The mind rests with peace and assurance in Jesus (RH 

April 24, 1900).  {7BC 943.2} 

It is growth in knowledge of the character of Christ that sanctifies the soul. To discern and 

appreciate the wonderful work of the atonement transforms him who contemplates the plan of 

salvation. By beholding Christ he becomes changed into the same image, from glory to glory, as by 

the Spirit of the Lord. The beholding of Jesus becomes an ennobling, refining process. . . . The 

perfection of Christ’s character is the Christian’s inspiration. . . .  {TMK 166.2} 

One of the divine plans for growth is impartation. The Christian is to gain strength by 

strengthening others. “He that watereth shall be watered also himself.” This is not merely a 

promise; it is a divine law, a law by which God designs that the streams of benevolence, like the 

waters of the great deep, shall be kept in constant circulation, continually flowing back to their 

source. In the fulfilling of this law is the secret of spiritual growth (ST June 12, 1901).                   

{7BC 947.3} 

Sanctification is not the work of a moment, an hour, or a day. It is a continual growth in grace. 

{7BC 947.5} 

Christ came to reveal God to the world as a God of love, full of mercy, tenderness, and 

compassion. The thick darkness with which Satan had endeavored to enshroud the throne of Deity 

was swept away by the world’s Redeemer, and the Father was again manifest to men as the light 

of life.  {5T 738.4} 

The creative energy that called the worlds into existence is in the word of God. This word imparts 

power; it begets life. Every command is a promise; accepted by the will, received into the soul, it 

http://pkp.cc/8MMUTMOTC
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brings with it the life of the Infinite One. It transforms the nature and re-creates the soul in the 

image of God.  {Ed 126.4} 

Christ, the Light of the world, veiled the dazzling splendor of His divinity and came to live as a man 

among men, that they might, without being consumed, become acquainted with their Creator. No 

man has seen God at any time except as He is revealed through Christ.  {8T 265.2}   

Christ’s favorite theme was the paternal character and abundant love of God. This knowledge of 

God was Christ’s own gift to men, and this gift He has committed to His people to be 

communicated by them to the world.   {6T 55.1} 

God has bound our hearts to Him by unnumbered tokens in heaven and in earth. Through the 

things of nature, and the deepest and tenderest earthly ties that human hearts can know, He has 

sought to reveal Himself to us. Yet these but imperfectly represent His love. Though all these 

evidences have been given, the enemy of good blinded the minds of men, so that they looked 

upon God with fear; they thought of Him as severe and unforgiving. Satan led men to conceive of 

God as a being whose chief attribute is stern justice,—one who is a severe judge, a harsh, exacting 

creditor. He pictured the Creator as a being who is watching with jealous eye to discern the errors 

and mistakes of men, that He may visit judgments upon them. It was to remove this dark shadow, 

by revealing to the world the infinite love of God, that Jesus came to live among men.  {SC 10.3} 

The God of heaven is constantly at work. It is by His power that vegetation is caused to flourish, 

that every leaf appears and every flower blooms. Every drop of rain or flake of snow, every spire 

of grass, every leaf and flower and shrub, testifies of God. These little things so common around us 

teach the lesson that nothing is beneath the notice of the infinite God, nothing is too small for His 

attention.  {8T 260.1} 

Since God is infinite, and in Him are all the treasures of wisdom, we may to all eternity be ever 

searching, ever learning, yet never exhaust the riches of His wisdom, His goodness, or His power.  

{Ed 172.2} 

God does not force the will or judgment of any. He takes no pleasure in a slavish obedience. He 

desires that the creatures of His hands shall love Him because He is worthy of love. He would have 

them obey Him because they have an intelligent appreciation of His wisdom, justice, and 

benevolence. And all who have a just conception of these qualities will love Him because they are 

drawn toward Him in admiration of His attributes.  {GC 541.3} 

For ages this invitation, Come, all ye who are weary and heavy laden, has been ringing in clear 

tones above the world’s confusion and trouble. God will not give man up to his own way and will, 

to be lost, without a determined effort to recover him. The aim of Christ’s ministry, the scope of 

His far-reaching mercy and power, is without bounds.—Letter 78, Jan. 20, 1900, to Brother and 

Sister Haysmer.  {TDG 28.7} 
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The manifestation of God’s love, His mercy and His goodness, and the work of the Holy Spirit upon 

the heart to enlighten and renew it, place us, through faith, in so close connection with Christ that, 

having a clear conception of His character, we are able to discern the masterly deceptions of 

Satan. {5T 744.2} 

He who places himself unreservedly under the guidance of the Spirit of God, will find that his mind 

expands and develops. He obtains an education in the service of God which is not one-sided and 

deficient, developing a one-sided character, but one which results in symmetry and completeness. 

{1SM 338.2} 

When Christ took human nature upon Him, He bound humanity to Himself by a tie of love that can 

never be broken by any power save the choice of man himself. Satan will constantly present 

allurements to induce us to break this tie—to choose to separate ourselves from Christ. Here is 

where we need to watch, to strive, to pray, that nothing may entice us to choose another master; 

for we are always free to do this. But let us keep our eyes fixed upon Christ, and He will preserve 

us. Looking unto Jesus, we are safe. Nothing can pluck us out of His hand. In constantly beholding 

Him, we “are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 2 

Corinthians 3:18.  {SC 72.1} 

 

 

 


