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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes 
Third Quarter 2025: Exodus 
Lesson 13 “The Tabernacle” 

 

Read for this week’s study 

Exodus 35:1–36:7; Genesis. 1:1; Exodus 36:8–39:31; Hebrews 7:25; Exodus 40:1–38; John 1:14. 

 

Memory Text   

“Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the 

tabernacle. . . . For the cloud of the Lord was above the tabernacle by day, and fire was over it 

by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys” (Exod. 40:34, 38, 

NKJV). 

 

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide 

I. Introduction 
II. The Sabbath of the Lord 
III. Offerings and the Spirit 
IV. The Tabernacle Built 
V. God’s Presence in the Tabernacle 
VI. Jesus Tabernacled With Humanity 
VII. Further Study 

 

Questions and Notes for Consideration 
Facilitator: Daniel Duda 

1. “The sanctuary demonstrated God’s closeness to humanity and revealed the 
greatest truths to them, which is how He saves those who come to Him in faith.” 
(Sabbath afternoon) Which are the greatest truths for you? 

2. What makes the tabernacle so important in biblical thought? The cloud that filled 
the tabernacle is God’s glory, which now dwells among His people (cf. John 1:14). 
Sinai is a mighty act of God in the salvation history (Creation, Flood, Exodus, return 
from exile, Bethlehem, Golgotha, Pentecost, the Second Coming, and New Creation 
are the other ones). As people are going to move away from the moment of special 
revelation, they need a visible, tangible symbol of God’s ever-abiding presence in 
their midst. Thus, the function of the tabernacle is to create a portable Sinai, 
a means by which a continued channel of communication with God can be 
maintained. 
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3. Why is the Sabbath truth reiterated to the people here in the context of the building 
of the sanctuary (35:1-3)? (Sunday’s lesson) Even though the building of the 
sanctuary is the holiest work the Israelites will engage in; they are not allowed to do 
it on the Sabbath. In the biblical thought, time is holier than place. In the Bible, not 
even the Promised Land is called holy. While the holiness of land depends on the 
actions of God’s people, the holiness of Sabbath preceded Israel’s existence (Genesis 
2:3). Even if people desecrate the Sabbath, it still remains holy. Its holiness is not 
dependent on what we do, but on the blessings which God grants. What is the 
significance for us today of the biblical idea that time is holier than place? 

4. Monday’s lesson focuses on gifts and donations for the building of the tabernacle. 
Given that God has no need of gifts, he wants any gifts offered to him to be 
voluntary. Therefore, the laws concerning donating to the tabernacle are very 
different from the laws regulating donating to the poor. Because the poor need 
donations, such help must be commanded (Deuteronomy 26:12) and not dependent 
on voluntary contributions. Because people were instructed to bring only as much as 
they felt moved to contribute, the account (35:5-29) of what they brought reflects 
their deep desire to connect with God. The list is therefore not a mere recapitulation 
(of chapters 25-28), but a testament to the depth of the people’s desire (note the 
involvement of women in 35:22). The desire was so strong that people had to be 
told to stop bringing their donations (36:5­7). When was the last time that people 
had to be told to be less generous? 

5. Tuesday’s lesson deals with the actual building of the tabernacle (36:8-39:31). 
Verses 36:8-19 correspond to 26:1-11,14; the description of wooden planks in 36:20-
34 corresponds with 26:15-29. What are we expected to learn from this repetition? 

6. It took almost a year from Exodus to setting up the tabernacle (40:2.17). What a 
year it has been for the young nation! Reflect on 40:14-15 about Aaron’s sons versus 
no mention of Moses’ sons at all. Why do so many children of great people face 
difficulty in leading successful and satisfying lives? Is it that “sometimes the father 
casts so large a shadow that he makes it hard for his children to find the sunshine 
they need to grow and flourish?” (Harold Kushner) 

7. Exodus begins with a tale of darkness, misery, and oppression, but closes with the 
brilliant illumination of God’s glory. The book which began with a people in servitude 
to an earthly king, ends with a people serving a Divine King. It goes from a nation 
Pharaoh enslaved and tried to annihilate, to a nation sheltered by God’s presence. 

8. Why is Christ’s incarnation compared to the tabernacle (John 1:14)?  What are we to 
learn from it about God’s purposes for humanity? (Thursday’s lesson) 

9. Why is it significant that the Exodus does not end with a tribute to the beauty of the 
tabernacle, or to the skills of its builders, but with a description of how the purpose 
of the tabernacle was fulfilled – God indeed dwelling in the midst of the Israelites? 
How can you perceive God’s presence today among God’s children worldwide? 
Where can we see the revealing of God’s glory today? Today, how do we see God at 
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work in the community of his people? What’s the most precious lesson from 
Exodus? 

 

 

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell 

And you could count on God when things were that bleak, to send a message of 

encouragement and enlightenment and explanation to His people. He surely wouldn’t send a 

book of mysteries and dates and schedules of events that they could not possibly understand. 

Rather, that sixty-sixth book that He did send, the book of Revelation (which means 

clarification, not mystification), that sixty-sixth book is an invitation to discouraged early 

Christians to look a little higher—to take the larger view of things. To see how they’ve all been 

caught up in a vast great controversy that affects the whole universe! And that it’s a 

controversy over God’s own character and government.  

And then to read on and see that God has already won this war, and the angels all agree with 

Him. To see that this is the good news. And then to read on and realize that God is inviting us to 

join in the celebration; and then to go out to the world and invite all others who are willing to 

listen, to join in God’s victory in the war. And then we Christians might not seem so much on 

the defensive all the time; we have good news to tell. There’s no way God and His side can lose. 

And should we not join the winning side? is the invitation in that sixty-sixth book.  

And the book also says that you can count on God to wait until this truth about Him—this good 

news about His character and government—has been spread all over the world. Because God is 

the kind of person who will wait until His children have had an opportunity to understand the 

issues in the war, and to be ready for the awesome events the Bible describes as taking place 

before Jesus’ return. To see and to present the plan of salvation in the larger setting of the 

great controversy over the character and government of God is, I believe, the highest privilege 

of God’s friends on this planet today. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, 

Conversations About God, #1, “The Conflict in God’s Family” recorded January 1984, Loma 

Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following 

direct link: http://pkp.cc/1MMCAG 

 

But in the larger great controversy setting, the gospel is the truth about our gracious God; the 

truth that ends the war, and confirms the loyalty of the universe, and wins some of us back to 

repentance and to trust. I believe (more strongly than I believe anything) that the most 

important of all our beliefs is the truth about our God. God is not the kind of person His 

enemies have made Him out to be—arbitrary, vengeful, and severe. He is instead precisely as 

His Son revealed Him to be. We believe the testimony of Jesus when He said, “If you have seen 

http://pkp.cc/1MMCAG
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Me, you have seen the Father.” God is just as loving and gracious as His Son; just as willing to 

forgive and heal.  

Could there be any better news than that? To me, that’s the everlasting good news that holds 

the loyalty of the universe. And wins us back and will hold our loyalty and trust for the rest of 

eternity. And this is the message we have the high privilege of sharing with people all over this 

planet, who may not know they are members of God’s family, but who deserve to know, and 

who deserve to hear this truth. But the question for our series is: Can we be sure God is just like 

this? Jesus always welcomed questions, and we ought to do the same. {Graham Maxwell. 

Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #1, “The Conflict in God’s Family” 

recorded January 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above 

reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/1MMCAG 

 

Yet Jesus said that the Sabbath was made for us. Mark 2:27. It was not to be a mere test of 

obedience, but rather to be a help. I believe that the great purpose of the Sabbath is to remind 

us of the truth that is the basis of our faith; the very truth that does set us free. In the first 

place, the Bible tells us in Exodus 20 and Exodus 31, that the Sabbath is designed to serve as a 

reminder that God created us, that we are His creatures. But to be more specific according to 

Colossians 1:16, the one who created us was none other than Christ himself. The seventh-day 

Sabbath reminds us that the one who came to save us is also the one who made us in the 

beginning. The gentle Jesus who died on Calvary is also the supreme, all-powerful creator of the 

universe. God did not send some subordinate person to die for us. The Creator came Himself, 

one who is equal with God, for he is God. By keeping holy the seventh-day Sabbath, we 

acknowledge our faith in Jesus as not only our Savior, but also our Creator and our God.  

A second way in which the seventh-day Sabbath serves to strengthen faith is mentioned in 

Exodus 31:13 and Exodus 20:12, 20. There we’re told the Sabbath is designed to remind us that 

God is the one who sanctifies us. Our sanctification includes not just forgiveness, but the 

healing of the damage sin has done. It means the harmonious development of our physical, 

mental and spiritual powers, until the image of God, in which we were originally created, is 

perfectly restored. The observance of the seventh-day Sabbath is an acknowledgement that 

only the Creator can perform such a marvelous work of healing and transformation. Just as he 

created us in the beginning, so He has the power to re-create us now. Surely it is no less a 

miracle of creation to restore fallen human beings than it was to create them perfect in the 

beginning. No wonder David prayed as he did after his sad experience with Bathsheba, “Create 

in me a clean heart, O God.” Psalm 51:10.  

Now some seek to accomplish this transformation by themselves by rigorous obedience, self-

discipline and self‐denial. The Sabbath comes each week to remind us that only by faith in our 

http://pkp.cc/1MMCAG
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Creator can the healing work be done. It’s strange that Sabbath keeping should be thought to 

be a legalistic act, a denial of true faith. Actually, Sabbath-keeping done in the right spirit is a 

denial of legalism, a denial that we can save ourselves. It’s an acknowledgment that only by 

faith in the one who created us in the beginning can we possibly be healed and re-created now. 

And what a perversion it is to suggest that seventh-day Sabbath keeping is legalism; except that 

we can turn it around that way—and it has been done.  

A third way in which the Sabbath serves to remind us of the truth and strengthen our faith in 

God is mentioned in Hebrews chapter four. There the Sabbath is described as a type and a 

foretaste of the final rest and restoration to come. Just as God rested from his labors at the end 

of creation week so there remains a Sabbath-like rest; the Greek says a ‘sabbatismos’. You can 

almost hear the meaning of the word. “There remains there a Sabbath-like rest for the people 

of God. When the children of Israel marched into the land of Canaan, they failed to enter into 

God’s rest,” the apostle says, “because of lack of faith. They possessed the Promised Land, but 

they did not enjoy the Sabbath-like rest that faith brings.” Just remember the book of Judges. 

Would you call that the Sabbath-like rest? That is not God’s intention. “But those who maintain 

their faith in Christ may begin to enjoy this rest even in this life and they will enter into it fully 

when they are admitted to the heavenly Canaan and Eden is restored.” So by keeping holy the 

seventh-day Sabbath, we acknowledge our anticipation of this Sabbath-like rest to come. We 

acknowledge our faith in the second coming of Christ and the re‐creation of all things.  

There are more of course, but these three focuses or purposes of the Sabbath answer the three 

great questions that have stood in the minds of thinking people—the three great quests of 

philosophy. Where have we come from? Why are we here? And where do we go after we die? 

But mankind has paid a heavy price for neglecting the Sabbath or substituting another day. For 

without the Sabbath to provide the answers to the three great questions of life, other solutions 

have been substituted.  

Where have we come from? Without the seventh-day Sabbath to remind us that in the 

beginning Christ created us, room has been left for the substitution of the theory of the 

evolutionary origin of the human race. Or as others say more scientifically, we don’t know 

where we’ve come from.  

Why are we here? How do we attain to the greatest good in life? Without the seventh-day 

Sabbath to remind us that righteousness and salvation come by faith in Jesus Christ, room has 

been left for the substitution of the fundamental error of righteousness by works. Or as others 

have said more carelessly, we don’t know why we’re here. So let’s eat, drink and be merry for 

tomorrow we die!  

And where do we go after we die? Without the seventh-day Sabbath to point forward to the 

second coming, to the rewards of faith and the results of sin, room has been left for the 
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substitution of the belief in the natural immortality of the soul. Or as others prefer to say, we 

don’t know where we go after we die. So again, let’s eat, drink and be merry.  

Incidentally, those three substitute answers, aren’t they almost universally held? And not just in 

Christianity. Belief in the natural immortality of the soul is shared by almost everybody. The 

idea that salvation comes by works, Ellen White states that is the fundamental error of every 

false religious system, salvation by works. There are all kinds of substitute explanations as to 

where we came from that put God in a bad light, or that make of no effect the plan of salvation. 

But all three of these substitutions wipe out all the significance of the plan of salvation. This is 

why the seventh-day Sabbath is so vital a part of God’s last message to the world. The main 

difference between the many religions in the world and true Christianity lies in the answers to 

these three great quests. 

We also speak of the seventh-day Sabbath as being the seal of God and we all want to be sealed 

at the end. In what sense do you understand the seventh-day Sabbath to be the seal of God? In 

what sense could it be? Would it be possible to be observing the seventh-day Sabbath at the 

end and be on the wrong side in the Great Controversy? It’s happened before. Is the mere 

refraining from work from Friday sundown to Saturday sundown evidence that one has the seal 

of God?  

If to be “sealed” means to be so settled into the truth about God, both intellectually and 

spiritually, that one cannot be moved, then obviously there have been many people who 

appeared to observe the seventh-day Sabbath who were not settled into the truth. In fact, they 

had accepted the lie. The men who crucified Christ didn’t work from Friday sundown to 

Saturday sundown. Would you say they had the seal of God? So in what sense could the 

seventh-day Sabbath be the seal, do you think? The Sabbath really does sum up this truth about 

God. It answers the questions about life, and the questions about God; they go right together in 

a package, don’t they? {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Faith, Righteousness 

and Salvation, #13, “Faith and the seventh-day Sabbath”, recorded April 3, 1975, Lynwood, 

California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links: 

http://pkp.cc/13MMFRS (Part 1)  http://pkp.cc/14MMFRS (Part 2) 

 

 

Now, the whole Old Testament system was given to Israel to help point this out, in many and 

various ways. It wasn’t the only way. And it was a way that was very much adapted to the 

culture in which they lived. Archaeologists have dug up similar temples and tabernacles, and 

priests with vestments, and so on. God gave them something they could understand.  

It’s not a videotape of what’s going on in heaven. It is definitely a very much adapted 

representation that would help us at least to realize that sin leads to death, and that there is a 

http://pkp.cc/13MMFRS
http://pkp.cc/14MMFRS
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provision that God has made; for there He is, represented by the Shekinah. And all those 

ceremonies suggested there is a forgiving God. But I must take my sins seriously, and I must be 

honest about it and confess it. I doubt they read a great deal more into it than that. Some didn’t 

read that into it. Pretty soon they came to think of the sacrifice as just a means of winning the 

favor of this God they were so afraid of, and thought maybe someday would even blot out 

Moses, and they were amazed whenever he reappeared.  

But some of the prophets got the point. Think how many prophets said, “God does not desire 

all those sacrifices.” Jeremiah says, “You know, when God brought us out of Egypt, He said 

nothing about sacrifices. He just said, ‘Let Me be your God, and you be My people; and we can 

do good things together, and I’ll take you to Canaan. But I had to add all these other things 

because you needed them.’” I understand the whole Old Testament system was pointing in the 

direction of what God wanted, and the prophets saw it. Now the fact that it failed with so 

many, with most, is not the fault of the system, because some saw it. David finally saw it. He 

said, “I realize what You want is truth in the inner man.” I’ll never offer another sacrifice? 

Remember the fifty-first Psalm? He says, “I’ll go back and offer those sacrifices, but in the right 

way now. I realize what they point forward to, and what they represent.”  

That Old Testament system only helped if it was thought about, if it was understood as the 

prophets understood it, if it led people to repentance and to faith and a willingness to listen. I 

believe the same is true of the cross, and the heavenly sanctuary. If watching Jesus die, and if 

considering His ministry in the heavenly sanctuary does not lead us to what Micah says in 6:6 

and Hosea says in 6:6 and Amos says and Isaiah says and Jeremiah says, and David said in the 

fifty-first Psalm, if the whole system and the actual dying of Jesus, and what He’s doing now, 

does not lead to truth in the inner man, to repentance, and conversion, and rebirth, and a 

willingness to listen and a constant trust, then it is of absolutely no avail to us at all. And 

Hebrews spells this out in such specific terms. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, 

The Picture of God in all 66 – Hebrews, recorded July 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the 

entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links: 

http://pkp.cc/73MMPOGIA66 (Part 1)  http://pkp.cc/74MMPOGIA66 (Part 2) 

 

 

Lou: And what about paying the price of sin? And of course, there’s this emphasis upon the 

blood—so much emphasis upon that, right in Scripture. What about that kind of language, 

which, my guess, is familiar to all of us. What do you do with that? 

Graham: The Bible is full of it. Which one shall we take first? 

The word “blood.” Sometimes we, with all reverence, almost act as if the blood has some 

magical power. We do sing, “There’s power in the blood.” We even sing, “There’s power in the 

Word,” and almost treat the Bible as if it had magical power. I remember Jesus’ words, “You 

http://pkp.cc/73MMPOGIA66
http://pkp.cc/74MMPOGIA66
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search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life.” There’s no life in 

the Book. The Book has power because it witnesses to the truth about the One who has the 

power. Only God saves. The Bible doesn’t save.  

And I would very reverently want to say the same thing about the blood. Blood simply 

represents the death of Christ. It represents His life given in death, but apart from the meaning 

of His death, the blood has no power. Now, if we think the Bible has power, we call it 

bibliolatry. If we think the blood has power, that’s almost hematolatry. The blood has great 

power in its meaning. When we come to understand why Jesus had to die, that’s going to 

secure the universe against apostasy and defection for eternity. So then I can sing, “There’s 

power in the blood,” but in my mind I’m saying, “It means the following.” 

Lou: All right. You can still use the words. 

Graham: Indeed. It’s very biblical to use the words. 

Lou: But then the word is a shorthand way of saying, “There is power in the death of Christ, in 

the meaning of His death, to make a change in my life.” Not just it being some washing by 

blood. 

Graham: That’s right. I remember when I was baptized up at Pacific Union College, the acapella 

choir stood out there and sang, “There is a fountain filled with blood,” and you could probably 

sing the rest of it. 

Lou: “Drawn from Emanuel’s wounded side.” I love that song. 

Graham: That’s right. I like it. I’ve sung it many times myself. But the older I get, the more I 

think of the meaning of it. In fact, sometimes when we’re singing it, I have to stop and think 

about it. Just to repeat the words, there’s no power in that. But to think of the meaning, why 

Jesus had to die, the most costly and convincing evidence, without which there would be no 

security in the future. Ah, I’m not going to make light of the blood. But it’s a symbol, just a 

symbol of something.  

And we have to ask what the meaning is behind that, as with “paying the price.” That can be 

interpreted in various ways. That maybe God paid a price to the devil to buy us back and so on. 

No, I think it’s just a way of saying, “This is what it cost to do away with sin. This is what it cost 

to handle the breakdown of trust and trustworthiness.” {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the 

audio series, Conversations About God, #8 with Lou Venden, “The Most Costly and Convincing 

Evidence” recorded March 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the 

above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/8MMCAG 

 

 

http://pkp.cc/8MMCAG
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So now Hebrews invites us to look at what is really going on in Heaven of which the Old 

Testament system was symbolic. And there we see Christ who is God, who in Isaiah 9 is 

described as the everlasting Father, the wonderful counselor, the almighty God. God, who has 

been presiding over this whole universe and has always desired for His children that they live 

together in love and peace and trust and trustworthiness, He now at the end of all those 

ceremonies and rituals given at Sinai to point forward to His coming has now arrived in person. 

Has lived a rather brief time, what He said—the essentials of what He said—are on record. His 

death is the central thing that is revealed and written about in more detail than any other act of 

His life on this earth.  

And now He’s gone back to heaven, Hebrews says, as our high priest. And having seen His life 

on this earth we know how merciful He is. Look how He treated the woman taken in adultery, 

and Simon, and Judas, and Peter. The same person is now up in heaven still presiding, still 

directing the angels in their ministry to us that Paul has referred to. And the apostle says we 

have no need to fear that our heavenly Father, or the Holy Spirit, or the one we know as the 

Son is unsympathetic. Or that they need to be begged to forgive. They’re all on our side and so 

willing to help, 4:16 says: “Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that 

we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 

But this raises the question, what help do we need? Now if we don’t feel we don’t need any 

help that could all be going on and it be of no avail to us. Do you remember the first Beatitude 

says happy are those who recognize their spiritual need because they can be helped. In Mount 

of Blessing Ellen White says that the person who feels reasonably whole and is contented with 

his condition feels no need of the grace of Christ. And Christ cannot help him. God does not 

force Himself upon us. So when it says we may receive mercy and find grace to help that 

assumes we want help. But help for what? Most importantly what help do we want? {Graham 

Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series Hebrews, #5&6, recorded October 1978, Loma Linda, 

California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links: 

http://pkp.cc/9MMHEBREWS66 (Hebrews 5)  http://pkp.cc/10MMHEBREWS66 (Hebrews 6) 

 

 

Further Study with Ellen White 

What is the “rest” promised?—It is the consciousness that God is true, that He never 

disappoints the one who comes to Him. His pardon is full and free, and His acceptance means 

rest to the soul, rest in His love.  {OHC 97.7} 

In the earth made new the redeemed will engage in the occupations and pleasure that brought 

happiness to Adam and Eve in the beginning. The Eden life will be lived, the life in garden and 

http://pkp.cc/9MMHEBREWS66
http://pkp.cc/10MMHEBREWS66


3rd Qu 2025 Lesson 13                             ©Pine Knoll Publications                           pineknoll.org  Page 10 

field. “They shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the 

fruit of them. . . .”  {ML 358.4}   

There every power will be developed, every capability increased. The grandest enterprises will 

be carried forward, the loftiest aspirations will be reached, the highest ambitions realized. And 

there will appear new heights to surmount, new wonders to admire, new truths to 

comprehend, fresh objects of study to call forth the powers of body and mind and soul.         

{ML 358.5}   

To the weary and heavy laden, to those who have fought the good fight of faith, it will be a 

glorious rest; for the youth and vigor of immortality will be theirs, and against sin and Satan 

they will no longer have to contend. {ML 358.7} 

After He had created our world and man, He looked upon the work that He had done, and 

pronounced it very good. And when the foundation of the earth was laid, the foundation of the 

Sabbath was laid also. “When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted 

for joy,” God saw that a Sabbath was essential for man, even in Paradise. In giving the Sabbath, 

God considered man’s spiritual and physical health.  {TM 136.1} 

Our heavenly Father desires through the observance of the Sabbath to preserve among men a 

knowledge of Himself. He desires that the Sabbath shall direct our minds to Him as the true and 

living God, and that through knowing Him we may have life and peace.  {6T 349.1}   

The Sabbath and the family were alike instituted in Eden, and in God’s purpose they are 

indissolubly linked together. On this day more than on any other, it is possible for us to live the 

life of Eden. . . .  {Ed 250.2} 

God has different ways of working, and He has different workmen to whom He entrusts varied 

gifts. One worker may be a ready speaker; another a ready writer; another may have the gift of 

sincere, earnest, fervent prayer; another the gift of singing; another may have special power to 

explain the word of God with clearness. And each gift is to become a power for God, because 

He works with the laborer. To one God gives the word of wisdom, to another knowledge, to 

another faith; but all are to work under the same Head. The diversity of gifts leads to a diversity 

of operations; but “it is the same God which worketh all in all.” [1 Corinthians 12:6.]               

{GW 483.1}  

All men do not receive the same gifts, but to every servant of the Master some gift of the Spirit 

is promised.  {FLB 292.3}   

Through the ministry of the angels the Holy Spirit is enabled to work upon the mind and heart 

of the human agent and draw him to Christ. . . . But the Spirit of God does not interfere with the 

freedom of the human agent. The Holy Spirit is given to be a helper, so that man may cooperate 
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with the Divine, and it is given to Him to draw the soul but never to force obedience.              

{TMK 57.2}   

Your compassionate Redeemer is watching you in love and sympathy, ready to hear your 

prayers, and render you the assistance which you need in your life-work. Love, joy, peace, long-

suffering, gentleness, faith and charity are the elements of the Christian character. These 

precious graces are the fruits of the Spirit. They are the Christian’s crown and shield. . . . 

Nothing can give more perfect content and satisfaction.  {SD 32.4}   

The Author of this spiritual life is unseen, and the exact method by which that life is imparted 

and sustained, it is beyond the power of human philosophy to explain. Yet the operations of the 

Spirit are always in harmony with the written word. As in the natural, so in the spiritual world. 

The natural life is preserved moment by moment by divine power; yet it is not sustained by a 

direct miracle, but through the use of blessings placed within our reach. So the spiritual life is 

sustained by the use of those means that Providence has supplied. If the follower of Christ 

would grow up “unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” 

(Ephesians 4:13), he must eat of the bread of life and drink of the water of salvation. He must 

watch and pray and work, in all things giving heed to the instructions of God in His word.         

{AA 284.2} 

In the whole satanic force there is not power to overcome one soul who in simple trust casts 

himself on Christ. “He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth 

strength.” Isaiah 40:29. {FLB 204.6} 

And the same compassion that reached out to rescue Peter is extended to every soul who has 

fallen under temptation. It is Satan’s special device to lead man into sin, and then leave him, 

helpless and trembling, fearing to seek for pardon. But why should we fear, when God has said, 

“Let him take hold of My strength, that he may make peace with Me; and he shall make peace 

with Me?” Isaiah 27:5. Every provision has been made for our infirmities, every encouragement 

offered us to come to Christ.  {COL 156.1} 

The life of Christ was a life charged with a divine message of the love of God, and He longed 

intensely to impart this love to others in rich measure. Compassion beamed from His 

countenance, and His conduct was characterized by grace, humility, truth, and love. {FE 179.3}   

As in the days of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, so in the closing period of earth’s history 

the Lord will work mightily in behalf of those who stand steadfastly for the right. He who 

walked with the Hebrew worthies in the fiery furnace will be with His followers wherever they 

are. His abiding presence will comfort and sustain. In the midst of the time of trouble—trouble 

such as has not been since there was a nation—His chosen ones will stand unmoved. Satan with 

all the hosts of evil cannot destroy the weakest of God’s saints. Angels that excel in strength will 



3rd Qu 2025 Lesson 13                             ©Pine Knoll Publications                           pineknoll.org  Page 12 

protect them, and in their behalf Jehovah will reveal Himself as a “God of gods,” able to save to 

the uttermost those who have put their trust in Him.  {PK 513.1} 

In the day of affliction, when the enemy presses us, we shall walk among the angels. They will 

be like a wall of fire about us; and we shall one day walk with them in the city of God. . . .        

{LHU 341.4} 

God never leads His children otherwise than they would choose to be led, if they could see the 

end from the beginning, and discern the glory of the purpose which they are fulfilling as co-

workers with Him. {DA 224.5} 

God has recorded many narratives in His Inspired Word to teach us that the human family is the 

object of the special care of heavenly angels. Man is not left to become the sport of Satan’s 

temptations. All heaven is actively engaged in the work of communicating light to the 

inhabitants of the world, that they may not be left without spiritual guidance. An eye that never 

slumbers nor sleeps is guarding the camp of Israel. Ten thousand times ten thousand and 

thousands of thousands of angels are ministering to the needs of the children of men. Voices 

inspired by God are crying, This is the way, walk ye in it. If men will hear the voice of warning, if 

they will trust to God’s guidance and not to finite judgment, they will be safe....  {HP 103.2} 

He who has given His precious life because He loved you, and wanted you to be happy, will be a 

Captain who will always be mindful of your interest. {SD 160.4} 

We can see only a little way before us; “but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of 

Him with whom we have to do.” He never becomes confused. He sits above the confusion and 

distractions of the earth, and all things are opened to His divine survey; and from His great and 

calm eternity He can order that which His providence sees is best.  {ML 10.4} 

Our life-work here is a preparation for the life eternal. The education begun here will not be 

completed in this life; it will be going forward through all eternity,—ever progressing, never 

completed. More and more fully will be revealed the wisdom and love of God in the plan of 

redemption. The Saviour, as He leads His children to the fountains of living waters, will impart 

rich stores of knowledge. And day by day the wonderful works of God, the evidences of His 

power in creating and sustaining the universe, will open before the mind in new beauty. In the 

light that shines from the throne, mysteries will disappear, and the soul will be filled with 

astonishment at the simplicity of the things that were never before comprehended. Now we 

see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face; now we know in part; but then we shall know 

even as also we are known.  {SD 337.2} 

Jesus took the nature of humanity, in order to reveal to man a pure, unselfish love, to teach us 

how to love one another.  {5BC 1126.1} 
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Had Christ come in His divine form, humanity could not have endured the sight. The contrast 

would have been too painful, the glory too overwhelming. Humanity could not have endured 

the presence of one of the pure, bright angels from glory; therefore Christ took not on Him the 

nature of angels; He came in the likeness of men.  {TMK 25.4}   

God saw that a clearer revelation than nature was needed to portray both His personality and 

His character. He sent His Son into the world to reveal, so far as could be endured by human 

sight, the nature and the attributes of the invisible God. {CCh 75.6}  


