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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes 
First Quarter 2026: Uniting Heaven and Earth: Christ in Philippians and Colossians 
Lesson 9 “Reconciliation and Hope” 

 
Read for this week’s study 

Colossians 1:21–29; Ephesians 5:27; Ephesians 3:17; Romans 8:18; Ephesians 1:7–10; Ephesians 
3:3–6; Proverbs 14:12. 

 

Memory Text 

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

 

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide 

I. Introduction 
II. Reconciled From Wicked Works 
III. If You Continue in the Faith 
IV. God’s Eternal Plan 
V. Mystery of God Revealed 
VI. Power of the Gospel 
VII. Further Study 

 

Questions and Notes for Consideration 
Facilitator: Daniel Duda 

1. “In this week’s passage, the process of individual reconciliation is unpacked [after Paul 
described its cosmic scope in 1:20]. As with the cosmic sphere, it happens through the 
death of Christ. On the individual level, the cross, far from being a passive symbol, 
becomes an active reality, with God’s love transforming people as they hear the 
gospel and receive Christ Himself, the hope of glory.” (Sabbath afternoon) 

2. After the impressive, overwhelming poem about the supremacy of Christ, ordinary 
Christians might ask, “What is in it for me?” Paul will address this in 1:21-29. 

3. What is Paul alluding to with his reference to alienation and being enemies? How did 
Christ’s death change that (1:21-22)?  (Sunday’s lesson) These Gentiles in Colossae 
were estranged from God, “but now” have been reconciled as the result of Jesus’ 
death – God and humanity are brought together. Paul does not explain precisely in 
detail how Jesus’ death achieves this, but the result is ‘reconciliation’. 

4. But the effects of this reconciliation do not happen automatically. What does it mean 
that Christians now must “keep firmly on” or remain “grounded and steadfast” in the 
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faith? (Monday’s lesson) How can we take responsibility for our own growth to 
maturity in faith? The Colossians were chasing after human-based ways of salvation 
instead of holding fast to the hope offered by the gospel, instead of being “grounded” 
and “steadfast”. How can we be in a similar danger today? 

5. When Paul says that “in my flesh I am completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions 
for the sake of his body, that is, the church” (1:24), how do we know that he is not 
adding to the achievement of Calvary? (Tuesday’s lesson) This is not an addition to the 
King’s suffering, but rather an extension of it. 

6. What is this mystery of God that Paul talks about twice in 1:26, 27 that has now been 
revealed? (Wednesday’s lesson) The English word ‘mystery’ often means something 
eerie, puzzling or paradoxical. How do the mystery religions of that era help us 
understand the meaning? For Paul, the mystery is not the timetable of events, but a 
person. God’s purposes are not restricted to the Jews but embrace the entire world. 
How is Christ among you (‘you’ is plural) meaningful both individually and collectively 
(cf. Romans 8:10)? 

7. What does it mean that Paul’s focus is to “present everyone mature in Christ”? 
(Thursday’s lesson) Why do you think “everyone” is repeated three times in 1:28, 29?  

8. Previously we met Paul, the preacher, sharing the Gospel and Paul, the prisoner 
suffering for the Gentiles. Now we meet Paul, the prayer-warrior, striving in prayer for 
the individual saints that they might mature in faith. If the goal of all preaching, 
warning and teaching is to make people mature, why does the research of George 
Barna reveal that 85% of American Christians are stage one believers? What might be 
the reason?  

9. The road to maturity goes through teaching and instruction coupled with a willingness 
to grow. How can we grow into maturity (not ‘perfection’ in the sense of sinlessness as 
Philippians 3:13-14 makes clear)? How can we each serve with our own ministry?  

 

 

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell 

Obviously, Jesus did not die to win His Father. And how clear Paul is on this. Look quickly at the 
remaining verses. Second Corinthians 5:19: “God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself.” 
(RSV) Nowhere ever does the Bible suggest that God had to be reconciled to us. Never once! But 
God paid the price to reconcile us to Himself! Nor did Jesus die to pay some mere legal penalty. 
He died to reveal the truth about God and the falsity of Satan’s charges. And even the angels had 
to learn this. Look at Colossians 1:20: “. . . and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, [emphasis supplied] making peace [not war, but making peace] 
by the blood of his cross.” (RSV) 

As Jesus said in the next verse, John 12:32: “When I am lifted up from the earth I will draw 
everyone to me” (GNT). Not all men, everyone in the whole family of the universe. You see, 
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viewed in the larger setting of the Great Controversy the way in which Jesus suffered and died is 
the greatest revelation of the truth about God and His government that the universe will ever see 
or ever need. Correctly understood, the message of the cross is final defeat for the adversary. No 
wonder Satan has worked so hard to obscure and misrepresent and even pervert the meaning of 
the cross. 

But to some of us, the cross is great good news. Yes, it is true that sinners will die, but we have no 
need to be afraid of God; and He died to prove it. And this message has great power to win to 
repentance and to trust. Paul was so proud of this good news. Look at his understanding of it in 
the last verses, 1 Corinthians 1:17, 18: 

For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel [what is the gospel, the 
good news, about?], and not with eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ [that’s the 
gospel] be emptied of its power [his good news has great power]. For the word of the 
cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God. (RSV)  

Now compare with that Romans 1:16, that very famous righteousness by faith verse:  

For I am not ashamed of the gospel [this good news]: it is the power of God for salvation 
to everyone who has faith [wherein lies the power?]. . . . For in it [something is revealed] 
the righteousness of God is revealed. (RSV)  

The good news is that God is not the unrighteous kind of person His enemies have made Him out 
to be. And it’s so wonderful to see all through the Bible that even before the cross God had good 
friends who trusted Him always to do the right thing, the merciful thing, and they were proud to 
know him and proud to speak about Him to others. Look at Jeremiah 9:24:  

Let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the 
Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight, 
declares the Lord. (NIV) 

{Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #8, “The Most Costly 
and Convincing Evidence” recorded March 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire 
audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/8MMCAG 

 

Lou: People want to know about perfection. 

Graham: Well, fortunately we have two hours coming up. We have a whole evening entitled, 
“God can perfectly heal the damage done or completely heal the damage done.” I think it’s that 
important, because a misunderstanding of perfection is a heavy burden and puts God in a very 
bad light. Now I believe God can perfectly heal the damage done. No question about it. And 
perfection also needs to be understood as maturity and growing up, the need to be so settled 
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into the truth and grown up in the truth that we can survive the time of trouble. But as for not 
making mistakes—a mistake is not a sin. And I think it’s so important to be relieved of that. In the 
hereafter, you could plant your pomegranate tree too close to where you are living, and the Lord 
come by later and say, “You know, you put it too close, didn’t you. You might as well move it.” 
That is not a sin. Sin is rebelliousness. Sin is distrust. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio 
series, Conversations About God, #4 with Lou Venden, “God’s Way of Restoring Trust” recorded 
February 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click 
on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/4MMCAG 

 

If God is not going to allow the closing events to occur until He has a generation like Job, mature 
enough and settled into the truth to pass through the “time of trouble,” thoughts that pass 
through my mind in that connection are this: I think we have assumed it takes a very, very long 
time to grow up from rebirth to maturity. I notice that when Paul wrote to the Ephesians, he 
suggested that they could be grown up much sooner.  

And in Hebrews, it was just a few years later that he said, “By now you should be teachers, but I 
see you are still babes in the truth.” I think that we could encourage people to believe they could 
grow up from rebirth to maturity much sooner, and it would be much more exciting. You know, 
when we’re baptized, we think, “I’ve launched myself on sixty-five years of slow sanctification.” I 
think, “No, why not grow up without delay as quickly as possible and be settled into the truth?” 
But then when we have an absolutely out-of-sight, forbidding conception of perfection, we think 
“Well, I’m not going to make it anyway.”  

The conception of perfection we find in the Bible is the conception of an individual who is so 
convinced of this truth about God, that if Satan should come as an angel of light, even as Christ, 
and say God is arbitrary, vengeful, unforgiving and severe, a twelve year-old might be able to say, 
“That’s not true and I will not believe it.” So I think we have made the difference too extended in 
there, and God can, under the accelerating, energizing events of the close of time, He can 
produce a generation of grown-up Jobs of all ages. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio 
series, Conversations About God, #4, “God’s Way of Restoring Trust” recorded February 1984, 
Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following 
direct link: http://pkp.cc/4MMCAG 

 

Did Jesus die the death of a sinner? Did God torture His Son to death? In the Garden of 
Gethsemane, nobody touched Him. He wished somebody would touch Him. He asked the three 
to come and be with Him, and they slept. Nobody was with Him. All by Himself, He was left to 
reap the natural results of being a sinner, as if He were. Now we know that He was not a 
sinner. He had appeared on the mount of transfiguration shortly before, hadn’t He, in the 



1st Quarter 2026 Lesson 9                         ©Pine Knoll Publications                      pineknoll.org  Page 5 

unveiled glory of God. I used to wonder why that’s in the story. If Jesus had been in any respect 
out of harmony with His Father, what would have happened to Him? When He stood there in the 
unveiled glory of His Father? He would have been consumed. So the mount of transfiguration 
says, the One who went to Gethsemane and to Calvary was absolutely in harmony with His 
Father. There was no sin in Him at all. He didn’t die because He was a sinner. He was perfect.  

But He was made to be sin. In fact, Ellen White says nobody could make Him to be sin. He made 
Himself to be sin. He took it on Himself. And nobody could kill Him. He said, “Nobody takes my 
life from me, but I lay it down of myself. So, in the Garden of Gethsemane, when He fell dying to 
the ground, the angels saw it. And they saw Gabriel speed down to strengthen Him. And had he 
not gone, He would have died. And that answers question number two. Yes, death is the result of 
sin, but it is not torture and execution at the hands of our gracious God. The Father’s crying, and 
the Son is dying, and the Father is not hurting His Son. But He’s sadly giving Him up, as if He were 
a sinner. And He’s reaping the natural consequences of this being given up sadly, as if He were a 
sinner. 

And the angels understand this. Now they’ll never serve Him from fear. When they see the 
wicked die at the end of the millennium, they’ll know God is not torturing His children to death. 
He’s simply giving them up and handing them over to the inevitable consequences of 
being rebelliously out of harmony with God. And the glory of Him who is love will consume them 
because they’ve chosen to be out of harmony. And God is crying, “How can I give you up? How 
can I let you go? Why will you die?” {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture 
of God in all 66 – Luke, recorded April 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of 
the above reference, click on the following direct links: 

http://pkp.cc/55MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/56MMPOGIA66 (Part 2) 
 

 

Lou: Now let’s take two or three that are slightly different here. “You spoke about sanctification. 
What is this? If we sincerely accept Jesus as our Savior, how can we ever be lost? Once we are 
saved, aren’t we always saved?” 

Graham: Yes, of course, “sanctification” is one of those heavy Latin terms. I prefer to use “set 
right,” “keep right,” rather than “justify,” “sanctify.” We can understand those words. One can be 
set right with God, and one can be kept right for quite a while, but one is still free to leave. And 
Lucifer proved that by leaving. He was right with God before. There was no rebellion there. And 
so, a million years into eternity, we may have been right with God for a long time, but we are still 
free to go.  

The once saved, always saved idea belongs to a very legal model. I’m paid up, and I’m still paid 
up, and I have a right to be there. No, I’m only safe to have around if I’m willing to listen, to trust 
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God, to accept instruction. And I’ll always be free to turn into a rebel. That makes it more 
wonderful that God’s children will choose to remain loyal. Then their loyalty means something. 
Their expression of love to God means something. They haven’t been reprogrammed, you know. 
They haven’t been turned into robots. The price, the cost that God has had to pay to settle the 
questions indicates how absolutely opposed He is to over-controlling us and programming us and 
making it impossible for us to go some other way. That’s quite a risk, but evidently freedom 
means that much to God. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About 
God, #6 with Lou Venden, “Evaluating the Evidence” recorded February 1984, Loma Linda, 
California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: 
http://pkp.cc/6MMCAG 

 

 

Further Study with Ellen White 

Had Christ come in His divine form, humanity could not have endured the sight. The contrast 
would have been too painful, the glory too overwhelming. Humanity could not have endured the 
presence of one of the pure, bright angels from glory; therefore Christ took not on Him the 
nature of angels; He came in the likeness of men. {5BC 1131.1} 

But thirty years was all that the world could endure of its Redeemer. For thirty years He dwelt in 
a world all seared and marred with sin, doing the work that no other one ever had done or ever 
could do (ST Feb. 15, 1899). {5BC 1131.2} 

When one surrenders to Christ, the mind is brought under the control of the law; but it is the 
royal law, which proclaims liberty to every captive. By becoming one with Christ, man is made 
free. Subjection to the will of Christ means restoration to perfect manhood. {MH 131.1} 

The glory of heaven is in lifting up the fallen, comforting the distressed. And wherever Christ 
abides in human hearts, He will be revealed in the same way. Wherever it acts, the religion of 
Christ will bless. Wherever it works, there is brightness. {COL 386.1} 

Since God is infinite, and in Him are all the treasures of wisdom, we may to all eternity be ever 
searching, ever learning, yet never exhaust the riches of His wisdom, His goodness, or His power. 
{Ed 172.2} 

During His earthly ministry Christ began to break down the partition wall between Jew and 
Gentile, and to preach salvation to all mankind. Though He was a Jew, He mingled freely with the 
Samaritans, setting at nought the Pharisaic customs of the Jews with regard to this despised 
people. He slept under their roofs, ate at their tables, and taught in their streets. {AA 19.2} 

The Saviour longed to unfold to His disciples the truth regarding the breaking down of the 
“middle wall of partition” between Israel and the other nations—the truth that “the Gentiles 
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should be fellow heirs” with the Jews and “partakers of His promise in Christ by the gospel.” 
Ephesians 2:14; 3:6. This truth was revealed in part at the time when He rewarded the faith of the 
centurion at Capernaum, and also when He preached the gospel to the inhabitants of Sychar. Still 
more plainly was it revealed on the occasion of His visit to Phoenicia, when He healed the 
daughter of the Canaanite woman. These experiences helped the disciples to understand that 
among those whom many regarded as unworthy of salvation, there were souls hungering for the 
light of truth. {AA 19.3} 

Thus Christ sought to teach the disciples the truth that in God’s kingdom there are no territorial 
lines, no caste, no aristocracy; that they must go to all nations, bearing to them the message of a 
Saviour’s love. But not until later did they realize in all its fullness that God “hath made of one 
blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times 
before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; that they should seek the Lord, if haply 
they might feel after Him, and find Him, though He be not far from every one of us.” Acts 17:26, 
27. {AA 20.1} 

One of the divine plans for growth is impartation. The Christian is to gain strength by 
strengthening others. “He that watereth shall be watered also himself.” This is not merely a 
promise; it is a divine law, a law by which God designs that the streams of benevolence, like the 
waters of the great deep, shall be kept in constant circulation, continually flowing back to their 
source. In the fulfilling of this law is the secret of spiritual growth (ST June 12, 1901). {7BC 947.3} 

The plant grows by receiving that which God has provided to sustain its life. So spiritual growth is 
attained through co-operation with divine agencies. {Ed 106.1} 

Sanctification is not the work of a moment, an hour, or a day. It is a continual growth in grace. 
{7BC 947.5} 


