Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
First Quarter 2026: Uniting Heaven and Earth: Christ in Philippians and Colossians
Lesson 13 “Standing in All the Will of God”

Read for this week’s study
Colossians 4:7—-18; Ephesians 6:21; Acts 15:36—40; 2 Timothy 4:10, 11; 2 Peter 3:10-14; Isaiah

60:1-3.

Memory Text

“In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1 Thessalonians 5:18,

NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
.
Il.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Introduction

Lessons on Outreach

Church Connectivity

Standing Perfect and Complete
Living in This World but Not of It
A Message for Laodicea

Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration

Facilitator:

1.

Daniel Duda

“This week we will look at Paul’s mission strategy, which involved the very efficient
use of time and resources in reaching the major centers of the Roman Empire, as well
as training promising lay workers in order to reach the cities and towns that Paul
would not visit, such as Colossae, Laodicea, and Hierapolis.” (Sabbath afternoon)

Paul did not spell out the details of his personal situation in this letter. He left it to
Tychicus & Onesimus (Sunday’s lesson). They have the task of telling the Colossian
church everything that is happening with him. They will bring the news about how
Paul is and of his hopes of visiting them before too long. There are more than 100
Christians associated with Paul in Acts and his letters. (He names 26 friends in Romans
16 alone — the church he never visited before writing to them!) What lessons can we
learn from all this?

In what ways did Paul encourage connectivity (4:10-11)? Paul is connecting his own
little group in Ephesus, people who visited him and ministered to him in prison (three
Jews and three Gentiles) and the little group of Christians in Colossae (Nympha &
Archippus). Why is this important to them and to us? (Monday’s lesson)
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4, Epaphras had his home in Colossae, but he must have originally heard the gospel from
Paul while on a visit to Ephesus. He became the evangelist to announce the gospel to
his own people (see 1:7-8). What can we learn from his prayer that the Colossians
would “stand perfect and complete in all the will of God” (Col. 4:12)? (Tuesday’s
lesson)

5. What can we learn from 4:14-15 about Luke, Demas, and Nympha? (Wednesday’s
lesson) Why would Paul, who had the power to heal people, travel with a physician?
Demas is mentioned three times in the Bible (Philemon 24; Colossians 4:14; 2 Timothy
4:10). What lesson can we draw from his life sketch?

6. Nympha was an early Christian believer in the Lycus Valley, likely in Laodicea or the
neighboring city of Colossae, in ancient Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey). Nympha’s
role in hosting a church indicates a significant position within the early Christian
community. She demonstrated her faith through practical love and hospitality,

a crucial aspect of building community in the first century.

7. Why is it significant to note that in the early church, there were female prophets (Acts
2:17-19; 21:9), female teachers (Acts 18:26; Titus 2:3), female church leaders (Romans
16:1,3-5; Philippians 4:3; Colossians 4:15), and even a female apostle by the name
Junia (Romans 16:7). It shows that women were entrusted with the ministry of the
Word in the New Testament.

8. Paul intends that the other churches in the locality of Colossae should be in touch with
them and share their fellowship (4:16-18). (Thursday’s lesson) What do you make of
mentioning the letter to Laodicea? Clearly both letters are not just specific to one
location, they are circular letters. Are we missing a part of God’s inspired word? Paul’s
conclusion of his letter to the Colossians shows that it is impossible for any individual
Christian or church to ‘go it alone’ and imagine they have nothing to gain or learn from
other Christians and churches.

9. What have you learned from studying Philippians and Colossians for 13 weeks? How
will your life be different now that you know that the gospel is not about abstract
ideas but God and people? How can we get a new appreciation of Jesus, the Word
becoming flesh? How do we experience our completeness in Him, that we do not need
any Jesus plus something else plan?

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

That’s all! All they argued about was God and His government, and what He wanted of His
children. | believe the Great Controversy will end just as it began. The good news is the truth in
the Great Controversy, and that is the truth about God. The errors, the opposition, they are all
about God. And all the details are just reflections about this basic position that we take. Are we
on God’s side, or not, in the Great Controversy? Are we so settled into the truth about God “both
intellectually and spiritually” that we could not be moved? Could you name anybody in the Bible
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other than the Lord Himself, who was so settled into the truth about God, both intellectually he
could talk about it, and spiritually he would stake his life on it, that he could not be moved? Could
you name anybody? That’s Job? That’s what the whole book is about. And the three theologians
came and said, “God is like this.” He said, “He is not. He is like this. | can’t make sense out of what
is happening to me, but he could slay me, and I'd still trust him.” | believe Job was fully sealed
and settled. If we were as settled as Job was, we’d be ready to pass through the time of trouble
and the Lord could come.

But, you see, so often we are trying to settle people on all the other matters. If you settle people
on the Sabbath, the sanctuary, the state of the dead, tithe, and health, without settling them on
the truth about God they might keep the Sabbath as Jesus’ enemies did. They might pay tithe as
His enemies did. They might read the Bible as His enemies did. We could be developing in this
“campaign to win a million Adventists”, we could, forbid the thought, develop a million enemies
who faithfully keep the Sabbath, practice health reform, pay tithe, and read their Bibles. Now
that is a horrible thought. But if we are not clear on the picture of God we might do well not to be
in such a hurry. Have you read Ellen White’s comment? “The Lord is not now working to bring
many into the truth, because there are so many unconverted in the church.”

It would seem to defeat the purpose of God if He were to empower us to go out and
misrepresent Him. He won’t do it. But as soon as we are settled into the truth, so the Holy Spirit
could give us power of influence and persuasion to tell the truth about God it would make sense
for Him to do so.

| do not believe the latter rain, or the Holy Spirit will fall until God’s people are really settled into
the truth. The same Spirit that will settle them into the truth will then give them persuasiveness
and influence to spread this everlasting good news about God to the whole world and then the
end will come. Which raises the question, “What is Christ waiting for now?”

It’s nothing artificial. He is waiting for a group to be like Job, and to be able to pass through the
time of trouble. Caused by whom?

COMMENT: Satan.

And the theologians? Think of all the people that caused Job trouble and nobody could shake
Him. And of course, behind it all is the adversary. Of what is he trying to persuade these people?
Of his age-old misrepresentation of God. In the end all theology goes back to the picture of God.
And the good news is that He is like this, and that He is not like that. And that’s why | believe our
whole mission as a church is to picture God as He really is. But if we just go and say He is like this,
this and this, without evidence, why would anybody believe us? We have to go with the evidence
which is where, but in the sixty-six? Remember the man who was reading in the chariot and he
couldn’t understand Isaiah? We have to be like Philip who got in with him and explained. We
need to be able to help people understand this. And | think one of the most helpful things is to
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help people keep reading on and not getting bogged down in details. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt
from the audio series, The Picture of God in all 66 — Revelation, recorded August 1982, Riverside,
California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/79MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/80MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

And the significant thing is, the only basis for genuine unity is not force, or manipulation, or even
the baling wire of rules and regulations, but truth, trust, and love; and are not these the fruits of
the Spirit? {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in all 66 — Acts,
recorded April 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference,
click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/59MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/60MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Further Study with Ellen White

All whose hearts are in sympathy with the heart of Infinite Love will seek to reclaim, and not to
condemn. Christ dwelling in the soul is a spring that never runs dry. Where He abides, there will
be an overflowing of beneficence.— Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, p. 39. (1896)

{Ev 174.3}

Christ came to bring salvation within the reach of all. . . . The most erring, the most sinful, were
not passed by; His labors were especially for those who most needed the salvation He came to
bring. The greater their need of reform, the deeper was His interest, the greater His sympathy,
and the more earnest His labors. His great heart of love was stirred to its depths for the ones
whose condition was most hopeless and who most needed His transforming grace. {HP 291.4}

When Christ dwells in the heart, the soul will be so filled with His love, with the joy of communion
with Him, that it will cleave to Him; and in the contemplation of Him, self will be forgotten. Love
to Christ will be the spring of action. {SC 44.2}

The savor of the salt represents the vital power of the Christian—the love of Jesus in the heart,
the righteousness of Christ pervading the life. The love of Christ is diffusive and aggressive. If it is
dwelling in us, it will flow out to others. We shall come close to them till their hearts are warmed
by our unselfish interest and love. . . . It is not the power of the man himself, but the power of
the Holy Spirit that does the transforming work. {MB 36.2}

How great the diversity manifested in the natural world! Every object has its peculiar sphere of
action; yet all are found to be linked together in the great whole. Christ Jesus is in union with the
Father, and from the great center this wonderful unity is to extend . . . through all classes and
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diversities of talents. We are all to respect one another’s talent; we are to harmonize in
goodness, in unselfish thoughts and actions, because the Spirit of Christ, as the living, working
agency, is circulating through the whole. . . . It is not striking actions that produce unity; it is the
mold of the Holy Spirit upon the character. {OHC 169.4}

The unity that exists between Christ and His disciples does not destroy the personality of either.
They are one in purpose, in mind, in character, but not in person. It is thus that God and Christ
are one. {MH 422.1}

Look at the flowers in a carpet, and notice the different colored threads. All are not pink, all are
not green, all are not blue. A variety of colors are woven together to perfect the pattern. So it is
in the design of God. He has a purpose in placing us where we must learn to live as individuals.
We are not all fitted to do the same kind of work, but each man’s work is designed by God to help
make up His plan (RH July 4, 1899). {6BC 1083.4}

Christ might, because of our guilt, have moved far away from us. But instead of moving farther
away, He came and dwelt among us, filled with all the fullness of the Godhead, to be one with us,
that through His grace we might attain perfection. {RC 17.5}

As the will of man co-operates with the will of God, it becomes omnipotent. Whatever is to be
done at His command may be accomplished in His strength. All His biddings are enablings.
{COL 333.1}

All heaven has been looking on with interest, and ready to do whatever God might appoint, to
help fallen men and women to become what God would have them. God will work for His
children, but not without their cooperation. They must have indomitable energy, and a constant
desire to become all that it is possible for them to be. {RC 296.3}

It is the privilege of every Christian not only to look for but to hasten the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, (2 Peter 3:12, margin). {COL 69.2}

To His faithful followers Christ has been a daily companion, a familiar friend. They have lived in
close, constant communion with God. Upon them the glory of the Lord has risen. In them the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ has been reflected. Now they
rejoice in the undimmed rays of the brightness and glory of the King in His majesty. They are
prepared for the communion of heaven; for they have heaven in their hearts. {AG 358.3}

The Teacher from heaven, no less a personage than the Son of God, came to earth to reveal the
character of the Father to men, that they might worship Him in spirit and in truth. Christ revealed
to men the fact that the strictest adherence to ceremony and form would not save them; for the
kingdom of God was spiritual in its nature. Christ came to the world to sow it with truth. He held
the keys to all the treasures of wisdom, and was able to open doors to science, and to reveal
undiscovered stores of knowledge, were it essential to salvation. He presented to men that which
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was exactly contrary to the representations of the enemy in regard to the character of God, and
sought to impress upon men the paternal love of the Father, who “so loved the world, that He
gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life.” He urged upon men the necessity of prayer, repentance, confession, and the
abandonment of sin. He taught them honesty, forbearance, mercy, and compassion, enjoining
upon them to love not only those who loved them, but those who hated them, who treated them
despitefully. In this He was revealing to them the character of the Father, who is long-suffering,
merciful, and gracious, slow to anger, and full of goodness and truth. Those who accepted His
teaching were under the guardian care of angels, who were commissioned to strengthen, to
enlighten, that the truth might renew and sanctify the soul. {FE 177.1}

God takes men as they are, and educates them for His service, if they will yield themselves to
Him. The Spirit of God, received into the soul, quickens all its faculties. Under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, the mind that is devoted unreservedly to God, develops harmoniously, and is
strengthened to comprehend and fulfil the requirements of God. The weak, vacillating character
becomes changed to one of strength and steadfastness. Continual devotion establishes so close a
relation between Jesus and His disciples that the Christian becomes like his Master in character.
He has clearer, broader views. His discernment is more penetrative, his judgment better
balanced. So quickened is he by the life-giving power of the Sun of Righteousness that he is
enabled to bear much fruit to the glory of God. {SD 33.5}

Satan has ascribed to God all the evils to which flesh is heir. He has represented Him as a God
who delights in the sufferings of His creatures, who is revengeful and implacable. It was Satan
who originated the doctrine of eternal torment as a punishment for sin, because in this way he
could lead men into infidelity and rebellion, distract souls, and dethrone the human reason.
{FE 176.2}

Heaven, looking down, and seeing the delusions into which men were led, knew that a divine
Instructor must come to earth. Men in ignorance and moral darkness must have light, spiritual
light; for the world knew not God, and He must be revealed to their understanding. Truth looked
down from heaven and saw not the reflection of her image; for dense clouds of moral darkness
and gloom enveloped the world, and the Lord Jesus alone was able to roll back the clouds: for He
was the Light of the world. By His presence He could dissipate the gloomy shadow that Satan had
cast between man and God. {FE 176.3}

God has provided divine assistance for all emergencies to which our human resources are
unequal. He gives the Holy Spirit to help in every strait, to strengthen our hope and assurance, to
illuminate our minds and purify our hearts. He means that sufficient facilities shall be provided
for the working out of his plans. | bid you seek counsel from God. Seek Him with the whole heart,
and “whatsoever He saith unto you, do.” John 2:5. {6T 414.3}
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The work of Christ is to redeem, to restore, to seek and to save that which was lost. If we are
connected with Christ, we also are partakers of the divine nature and are to be laborers together
with God. We are to bind up the bruised and wounded soul; and if a brother or a sister has erred,
we are not to join with the enemy in destroying and ruining, but to work with Christ to restore
such a one in the spirit of meekness. {HP 291.2}

The Lord did not lock the reservoir of heaven after pouring His Spirit upon the early disciples. We
also may receive of the fullness of His blessing. Heaven is full of the treasures of His grace, and
those who come to God in faith may claim all that He has promised. {6BC 1055.4}

The promise of the Holy Spirit is not limited to any age or to any race. Christ declared that the
divine influence of His Spirit was to be with His followers unto the end. From the day of Pentecost
to the present time, the Comforter has been sent to all who have yielded themselves fully to the
Lord and to His service.—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 40. {ChS 250.2}

The law of ten commandments is not to be looked upon as much from the prohibitory side, as
from the mercy side. Its prohibitions are the sure guarantee of happiness in obedience. As
received in Christ, it works in us the purity of character that will bring joy to us through eternal
ages. To the obedient it is a wall of protection. We behold in it the goodness of God, who by
revealing to men the immutable principles of righteousness, seeks to shield them from the evils
that result from transgression. {1SM 235.1}

We are not to regard God as waiting to punish the sinner for his sin. The sinner brings the
punishment upon himself. His own actions start a train of circumstances that bring the sure
result. Every act of transgression reacts upon the sinner, works in him a change of character, and
makes it more easy for him to transgress again. By choosing to sin, men separate themselves
from God, cut themselves off from the channel of blessing, and the sure result is ruin and death.
{1SM 235.2}
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