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| Sabbath School Study Notes

Third Quarter 2026: 1 and 2 Corinthians
Lesson 6 “Spiritual Gifts”

Read for this week’s study

1 Corinthia
Amos 3:7.

ns 12; Ephesians 4:11-13; 1 Corinthians 13; 1 Peter 4:8-11; 1 Corinthians 14:27;

Memory Text

“Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you may prophesy”
(1 Corinthians 14:1, ESV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
Il.
Il.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Questions
Facilitator:

1.

Introduction

Varieties of Gifts

Unity Through Diversity
“A More Excellent Way”
The Gift of Tongues

The Gift of Prophecy
Further Study

and Notes for Consideration
Jon Paulien

Like a human body, the church is one but has many members, each with different
roles, functions, and gifts. Practiced with love, these spiritual gifts promote a sense
of unity that reflects the character of the triune God. This week we will survey 1
Corinthians 12-14 and its teaching on spiritual gifts. (Sabbath Afternoon)

Read 1 Corinthians 14:1. What's so special about prophesying? What does the word
mean in this context? (Sabbath Afternoon)

Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-6. What is the very first spiritual gift Paul lists? What three
categories of gifts does Paul mention and what do they mean? The lesson states that
“the fact that the Holy Spirit distributes the different types of gifts ‘to each one
individually as He wills’ (1 Cor 12:11) proves that all of them are necessary.” Is that
necessarily so? (Sunday)

Read 1 Corinthians 12:7-11. Would every item on this list count as “gifts” or are they
a mixtures of gifts, ministries and activities? Compare this list of “gifts” with the lists
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in Romans 12:6-8 and Ephesians 4:11. Are these lists exhaustive or only suggestive?
(Sunday)

5. Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-31. How do you understand Paul’s analogy between the
human body and the church? What are the strengths and weaknesses of that
analogy? (Monday)

6. “Love is not one gift among many. It is the means through which all of the gifts reach
their ultimate purpose.” Carl Cosaert, Andrews Bible Commentary, p. 1643. The
climax of Paul’s outline of spiritual gifts is a sublime chapter on love. Read 1
Corinthians 13:1-7. What is the relationship between the spiritual gifts and love?
(Tuesday)

7. According to the lesson, the gift of tongues was the Spirit-granted ability to speak
other languages. If that is so, why would the Corinthians be so excited about it?
Read 1 Corinthians 12:10, 30; 14:5, 13, 26-27. What particular instructions did Paul
give regarding the gift of tongues? (Wednesday)

8. Read Ephesians 4:11-13 and 1 Corinthians 14:3-4. What do these passages say about
the purpose of spiritual gifts in general and the gift of prophecy in particular?
(Thursday)

9. Read Revelation 1:2, 12:17 and 19:10. What is the gift of prophecy according to
these passages? Is it the same as in 1 Corinthians or is it something different?
(Thursday)

10. “Let men go forth to labor, trusting in the Lord, and He will go with them, convicting
and converting souls. One worker may be a ready speaker, another a ready writer,
another may have the gift of sincere, earnest, fervent prayer, another the gift of
singing. Another may have special power to explain the word of God with clearness.
And each gift is to become a power for God because He co-operates with the
worker. To one God gives the word of wisdom, to another knowledge, to another
faith. But all are to work under the same head. The diversity of gifts leads to a
diversity of operations, ‘but it is the same God which worketh all in all’ (1 Cor. 12:6).

“Let no man despise the supposed lesser gifts. Let all go to work. Let no one fold his

hands in unbelief because he thinks that he can do no mighty work. Cease looking at
self. Look to your Leader. In meekness, sincerity, and love do what you can.”—Ellen

G. White, in The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, April 12, 1906. (Friday)

11. Why do Seventh-day Adventists as a church believe the Ellen G. White manifested
the gift of prophecy? How much of a blessing has this been to the church? What are
the challenges in knowing how best to use this gift? (Friday)
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Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

“His gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors
and teachers, for the equipment of the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body
of Christ,” that’s the church, the whole church, “until we all attain to the unity.” Now, isn’t that
the subject of Ephesians and Colossians, and other places? He wants to bring unity in the
family. He wants to make for peace and an end to hostility. All right. “Until we all attain to the
unity that is made possible by the tightly cinched baling wire of rules and regulations and a fear
of final judgment and torment.” That’s no unity at all, is it? It says, “Until we all attain,” now the
versions vary. Mine, the Revised Standard, says, “to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge
of the Son of God.”

The “unity of the faith.” What’s that? Now, some would say, “Until they all believe the same
thing. They have the creed, and they all subscribe to it. We had to tie a few to the stake, and
burn a few, but now we have unity.” That’s no good either, is it?

So | love, | think it’s the New English Bible has, “The unity inherent in our faith.” That would be
my preference.

“The unity inherent in our faith, and our knowledge of the Son of God.” That is, we now know
the truth about our God as revealed by His Son, and we like it. And it has won us back to trust
and faith. In other words, we all love, trust, admire, and worship the same God. Why, that
makes for unity! Doesn’t it? Because what is it about God that has won us? Isn’t it that He
values nothing higher than our freedom? And all the laws that He’s given were just for our
protection. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God inall 66 -1 & 2
Corinthians, recorded May 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above
reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/63MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/64MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Further Study with Ellen White

The Lord has not qualified any one of us to bear the burden of the work alone. He has
associated together men of different minds, that they may counsel with and assist one another.
In this way the deficiency in the experience and the abilities of one is supplied by the
experience and the abilities of another. We should all study carefully the instruction given in
Corinthians and Ephesians regarding our relation to one another as members of the body of
Christ. {TDG 154.2}

God will today endow men and women with power from above, as He endowed those who on
the day of Pentecost heard the word of salvation. At this very hour His Spirit and His grace are
for all who need them and will take Him at His word. {FLB 292.7}
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The gifts are already ours in Christ, but their actual possession depends upon our reception of
the Spirit of God. ... {FLB 292.8}

If they are connected with Christ, if the gifts of the Spirit are theirs, the poorest and most
ignorant of His disciples will have a power that will tell upon hearts. God makes them the
channel for the outworking of the highest influence in the universe. {FLB 292.9}

From the endless variety of plants and flowers, we may learn an important lesson. All blossoms
are not the same in form or color. Some possess healing virtues. Some are always fragrant.
There are professing Christians who think it their duty to make every Christian like themselves.
This is man’s plan, not the plan of God. In the church of God there is room for characters as
varied as are the flowers in a garden. In His spiritual garden there are many varieties of
flowers.—Letter 95, 1902. {Ev 99.1}

God has put men and women in possession of precious gifts. To different ones He has given
different gifts. Not all have the same strength of character or the same depth of knowledge. But
each one is to use his gifts in the Master’s service, however small this gift may seem to be. The
faithful steward trades wisely on the goods entrusted to him. {UL 379.3}

Unity in diversity is God’s plan. Among the followers of Christ there is to be the blending of
diverse elements, one adapted to the other, and each to do its special work for God. Every
individual has his place in the filling up of one great plan bearing the stamp of Christ’s image. . .
. One is fitted to do a certain work, another has a different work for which he is adapted,
another has a still different line; but each is to be the complement of the others. . .. The Spirit
of God, working in and through the diverse elements, will produce harmony of action. . .. There
is to be only one master spirit—the Spirit of Him who is infinite in wisdom, and in whom all the
diverse elements meet in beautiful, matchless unity. ... {OHC 169.2}

Christ came to this world to show that by receiving power from on high, man can live an
unsullied life. With unwearying patience and sympathetic helpfulness He met men in their
necessities. By the gentle touch of grace He banished from the soul unrest and doubt, changing
enmity to love, and unbelief to confidence. {MH 25.1}

He passed no human being by as worthless, but sought to apply the healing remedy to every
soul. In whatever company He found Himself, He presented a lesson appropriate to the time
and the circumstances. Every neglect or insult shown by men to their fellow men only made
Him more conscious of their need of His divine-human sympathy. He sought to inspire with
hope the roughest and most unpromising, setting before them the assurance that they might
become blameless and harmless, attaining such a character as would make them the children of
God. {9T 191.2}

To take people right where they are, whatever their position, whatever their condition, and
help them in every way possible—this is gospel ministry. ... {MM 238.1}
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Christ’s followers have been redeemed for service. Our Lord teaches that the true object of life
is ministry. Christ Himself was a worker, and to all His followers He gives the law of service—
service to God and to their fellow men. Here Christ has presented to the world a higher
conception of life than they had ever known. By living to minister for others, man is brought
into connection with Christ. The law of service becomes the connecting link which binds us to
God and to our fellow men. {COL 326.3}

Kind, tender, compassionate words will flow from sanctified hearts and lips. {SD 180.7}

The most persuasive eloquence is the word that is spoken in love and sympathy. Such words
will bring light to confused minds and hope to the discouraged, brightening the prospect before
them. {OHC 295.5}

It should be our aim to bring all the pleasantness possible into our lives, and to do all the
kindness possible to those around us. Kind words are never lost. Jesus records them as if
spoken to Himself. Sow the seeds of kindness, of love, and of tenderness, and they will blossom
and bear fruit. {OHC 293.5}

The promise of the Holy Spirit is not limited to any age or to any race. Christ declared that the
divine influence of His Spirit was to be with His followers unto the end. From the Day of
Pentecost to the present time, the Comforter has been sent to all who have yielded themselves
fully to the Lord and to His service. To all who have accepted Christ as a personal Saviour, the
Holy Spirit has come as a counselor, sanctifier, guide, and witness. The more closely believers
have walked with God, the more clearly and powerfully have they testified of their Redeemer’s
love and of His saving grace. The men and women who through the long centuries of
persecution and trial enjoyed a large measure of the presence of the Spirit in their lives, have
stood as signs and wonders in the world. Before angels and men they have revealed the
transforming power of redeeming love. {AA 49.2}

Jesus looked upon the world in its fallen state with infinite pity. He took humanity upon Himself
that He might touch and elevate humanity. He came to seek and to save that which was lost. He
reached to the very depth of human misery and woe, to take man as He found him, a being
tainted with corruption, degraded with vice, depraved by sin, and united with Satan in
apostasy, and elevate him to a seat upon His throne. {FE 199.1}

The work of transformation from unholiness to holiness is a continuous one. Day by day God
labors for man’s sanctification, and man is to cooperate with Him, putting forth persevering
efforts in the cultivation of right habits. He is to add grace to grace; and as he thus works on the
plan of addition, God works for him on the plan of multiplication. Our Saviour is always ready to
hear and answer the prayer of the contrite heart, and grace and peace are multiplied to His
faithful ones. Gladly He grants them the blessings they need in their struggle against the evils
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that beset them. . .. Glorious is the hope before the believer as he advances by faith toward the
heights of Christian perfection! {ML 101.3}

In the great closing work we shall meet with perplexities that we know not how to deal with;
but let us not forget that the three great powers of heaven are working, that a divine hand is on
the wheel, and that God will bring His promises to pass. He will gather from the world a people
who will serve Him in righteousness. {8T 254.1}

In the annals of human history, the growth of nations, the rise and fall of empires, appear as if
dependent on the will and prowess of man; the shaping of events seems, to a great degree, to
be determined by his power, ambition, or caprice. But in the Word of God the curtain is drawn
aside, and we behold, above, behind, and through all the play and counterplay of human
interest and power and passions, the agencies of the All-merciful One, silently, patiently
working out the counsels of His own will.—PK 499, 500 (c. 1914). {LDE 29.5}

Not one cloud has fallen upon the church that God has not prepared for; not one opposing
force has risen to counterwork the work of God but He has foreseen. All has taken place as He
has predicted through His prophets. He has not left His church in darkness, forsaken, but has
traced in prophetic declarations what would occur, and through His providence, acting in its
appointed place in the world’s history, He has brought about that which His Holy Spirit inspired
the prophets to foretell. All His purposes will be fulfilled and established. His law is linked with
His throne, and satanic agencies combined with human agencies cannot destroy it. Truth is
inspired and guarded by God; it will live, and will succeed, although it may appear at times to be
overshadowed. The gospel of Christ is the law exemplified in character. The deceptions
practiced against it, every device for vindicating falsehood, every error forged by satanic
agencies, will eventually be eternally broken, and the triumph of truth will be like the appearing
of the sun at noonday. The Sun of Righteousness shall shine forth with healing in His wings, and
the whole earth shall be filled with His glory. {2SM 108.2}
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