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| Sabbath School Study Notes

Third Quarter 2026: 1 and 2 Corinthians
Lesson 7 “A Portrait of Love”

Read for this week’s study

1 Corinthia

ns 13; Matthew 24:12; Galatians 5:22, 23; 1 Timothy 1:14; 1 John 4:8.

Memory Text

“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love”
(1 Corinthians 13:13, NIV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
Il.
Il.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Questions
Facilitator:

1.

Introduction

The Essentialness of Love
What Love Does

What Love Does Not Do
A Portrait of Jesus

Faith, Hope, and Love
Further Study

and Notes for Consideration
Daniel Duda

“There are many remarkable passages about love in the New Testament. [...] But
nothing compares to 1 Corinthians 13. Last week, we saw that without love, all things,
even spiritual gifts, are worthless. This week, we will look more deeply into

1 Corinthians 13 and its marvelous portrait of love. (Sabbath Afternoon)

Even though many people know chapter 13 mainly through it being read at weddings,
as though it was simply a detached poem, it does not stand by itself. What are the
dangers of taking this love poem out of its context and applying it topically?

This chapter is a second movement of a symphony, with chapter 12 being the first
part and chapter 14 being the third part. The whole section is about corporate
worship and use of different spiritual gifts by different members of a worshiping
congregation.

Before we can truly understand what love does, we need to appreciate what makes
love so essential (13:1-3; Matthew 24:12; Sunday’s lesson). Paul writes this poem as a
prescription for solving the sickness in the church body in Corinth. The believers had
spiritual gifts, but their use of them lacked spiritual grace. Paul reminds them that love

34 Quarter 2

026 Lesson 7 ©Pine Knoll Publications pineknoll.org Page 1



10.

11.

12.

13.

puts quality into service (13:1-3). Our words and actions must be helpful to other
people. This shows how vital love is.

Monday’s lesson looks at what love does (vs. 4-7). What does it mean to “show
patience,” “bear all things,” “believe all things,” “hope all things,” and “endure all
things”? If the purpose of this section is to bring maturity into character, how does
that change our understanding of it? Is there a “believing all things,” “hoping all
things,” and “enduring all things” that shows immaturity?

Tuesday’s lesson looks at what love does not do (vs. 4-7). Why does Paul mention the
negative, rather than only the positive, characteristics of love? The Corinthians were
impatient with each other, suing each other, tolerating open sin in their church, and
creating all sorts of problems in their church.

One of the best things to do with a passage like this is to reflect on ways in which we
see this quality in Jesus himself (Wednesday’s lesson). This will protect us from feeling
good about ourselves and help us from feeling frustrated about our lack of moral
growth.

The final part of this poem (vs. 8-13) explains that love is one of the things which will
last into God’s new world (Thursday’s lesson). Therefore, love matters far more than
the things which will pass away — which include most of the things that the
Corinthians were most concerned about.

This should protect us from seeing the moral demands of Christian life in the
framework of duty — they are presented here in the framework of God’s future. Love
is like God’s river, flowing into the future, across the border into a country where
there is no pride, no jostling for positions, no contention among God’s people.

Paul wants the Corinthians to learn to think in terms of God’s future and its relation to
the present (see ch. 15). The transition from the present to the future will be easier if
they consider three images: a) child growing to maturity; b) looking into a mirror; c)
things that are partial and things that are complete (vs. 9-12).

Paul didn’t write chapter 13 as a stand-alone “love poem”. He deliberately wedged it
between chapters 12 and 14 to correct a church problem: spiritual status-seeking that
was tearing the community apart. So “love” in chapter 13 is not an abstract
sentiment. It is an attitude that must be expressed in life, in deeds and in words: it is
the social ethic that makes these gifts actually serve and build up the body. Without
love, gifts become religious noise—impressive, but pointless and even harmful.

How would putting chs. 12-14 into the cosmic conflict framework make it more
meaningful? Paul’s concern is whether the church’s life displays the character of God
or reproduces the logic of the rebellion. God’s enemy will hijack gifts and turn them
into a currency of status (“who is more spiritual?”). A “spiritual” gift used without love
will serve the opposite of the Spirit’s intention—bringing division, shame, and
domination.

The Cosmic Conflict illustrates what “one body, many members” means: Unity is not
uniformity, everyone being the same. Unity is diverse members honoring one another
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and coordinating their activities for the common mission. This kind of unity is itself

a victory, because division and suspicion are among the enemy’s oldest strategies.

A “reconciled diversity” serves as a sign to the universe, “Out of our differences, God
can still create one family.”

14. Chapters 12—14 are all about power (spiritual power, social power, verbal power). The
Cosmic Conflict helps us see love as the way God refuses coercion: God does not win
by overpowering; He wins by self-giving truth and love. Therefore, the church must
never use spiritual language or giftedness or anything else to control, shame, or
silence. Imagine what would happen if God had a community like that!

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

As you know, this idea that “love is the fulfilling of the law” was certainly not new with Paul.
Jesus had said the same thing to the inquiring lawyer. But the first one to say it was Moses. Jesus
and Paul quoted the man who was instrumental in giving the commandments in the first place.
Look at Deuteronomy 6:5: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your strength.” (NIV) That is one half of it. Then look in Leviticus 19:17, 18: “Do not hate
your brother in your heart . . . But love your neighbor as yourself.” (NIV) Jesus quoted that from
Moses, right from the beginning. But you cannot really command things like love, and “not hating
your brother in your heart,” can you? But when people are misbehaving, you may say so as an
emergency measure. But that is all it is. It doesn’t provide the lasting motivation that God
desires.

Then, since even love is not clearly understood, and think how it has been grossly perverted
through the years, Paul added 1 Corinthians 13:4-6. This love that we’re talking about that is the
fulfilling of the law “is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude.
Love does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong,
but rejoices in the right.” (RSV) Imagine living in a community where everyone lives as described
in the Ten Commandments! That means everybody loves God and everybody loves everybody
else, which means that no one is ever rude or arrogant, or impatient. No one insists on having his
own way. Can you imagine living in such a community? Would you be free?

Then you go down to the details of the Decalogue. No one ever steals. No one ever kills. No one
ever hates. No one ever lies. Everyone can be trusted. And even more than that, look at number
ten. People not only never do anything wrong—no one ever wants to. That’s the meaning of
number ten, the one that bothered Paul so much at first. He thought God was interfering too
much when He got in that deep. And finally, Paul said that that is what really guarantees our
freedom. We will live in a place where people not only never do anything wrong, they will never
even want to. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #12,
“God’s Law is No Threat to Our Freedom” recorded April 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen
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to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link:
http://pkp.cc/12MMCAG

Now, who are mature grown-ups? Those who have their faculties trained by practice to
distinguish good from evil. Now, is that not the mark of a grown-up person? And this is the
meaning of perfection in the Bible. It means being grown up and acting in a mature manner.

Of course, when you stop to think of maturity in terms of keeping God’s law, all right, what does
it mean to keep God’s law? To love. And what does it mean to love; 1 Corinthians 13? It means to
behave like a grown-up. Doesn’t 1 Corinthians say, “When | was a child, | behaved like a child. But
now that | am grown up, | am patient. I’'m kind. I’'m not arrogant. I'm not rude.” You see. | mean 1
Corinthians 13 says the same thing. So it does have a lot to do with the quality of our character
and the way we behave. But | think it makes it much more obtainable to say that after we have
been reborn, we should grow up and become mature, and act like mature people. {Graham
Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in all 66 — Hebrews, recorded July
1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the
following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/73MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/74MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Further Study with Ellen White

When love fills the heart, it will flow out to others, not because of favors received from them, but
because love is the principle of action. Love modifies the character, governs the impulses,
subdues enmity, and ennobles the affections. This love is as broad as the universe, and is in
harmony with that of the angel workers. Cherished in the heart, it sweetens the entire life and
sheds its blessing upon all around. It is this, and this only, that can make us the salt of the earth.
{MB 38.1}

Love is the basis of godliness. Whatever the profession, no man has pure love to God unless he
has unselfish love for his brother. But we can never come into possession of this spirit by trying
to love others. What is needed is the love of Christ in the heart. When self is merged in Christ,
love springs forth spontaneously. The completeness of Christian character is attained when the
impulse to help and bless others springs constantly from within—when the sunshine of heaven
fills the heart and is revealed in the countenance. {COL 384.2}

The glory of heaven is in lifting up the fallen, comforting the distressed. And wherever Christ
abides in human hearts, He will be revealed in the same way. Wherever it acts, the religion of
Christ will bless. Wherever it works, there is brightness. {COL 386.1}

All this is but a fulfillment of the principle of the law,—the principle that is illustrated in the story
of the good Samaritan, and made manifest in the life of Jesus. His character reveals the true
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significance of the law, and shows what is meant by loving our neighbor as ourselves. And when
the children of God manifest mercy, kindness, and love toward all men, they also are witnessing
to the character of the statutes of heaven. {DA 505.1}

Holiness is wholeness to God. The soul is surrendered to God. The will, and even the thoughts,
are brought into subjection to the will of Christ. The love of Jesus fills the soul, and is constantly
going out in a clear, refreshing stream, to make glad the hearts of others (MS 33, 1911).

{6BC 1076.2}

Christ brings all true believers into complete oneness with Himself, even the oneness which exists
between Him and His Father. The true children of God are bound up with one another and with
their Saviour. They are one with Christ in God. {SD 293.5}

To love as Christ loved means to manifest unselfishness at all times and in all places, by kind
words and pleasant looks. These cost those who give them nothing, but they leave behind a
fragrance that surrounds the soul. Their effect can never be estimated. Not only are they a
blessing to the receiver, but to the giver; for they react upon him. Genuine love is a precious
attribute of heavenly origin, which increases in fragrance in proportion as it is dispensed to
others. ... {5BC 1140.4}

Christ’s love is deep and earnest, flowing like an irrepressible stream to all who will accept it.
There is no selfishness in His love. If this heaven-born love is an abiding principle in the heart, it
will make itself known, not only to those we hold most dear in sacred relationship, but to all with
whom we come in contact. It will lead us to bestow little acts of attention, to make concessions,
to perform deeds of kindness, to speak tender, true, encouraging words. It will lead us to
sympathize with those whose hearts hunger for sympathy (MS 17, 1899). {5BC 1140.5}

Happiness drawn from earthly sources is as changeable as varying circumstances can make it; but
the peace of Christ is a constant and abiding peace. It does not depend upon any circumstances
in life, on the amount of worldly goods or the number of earthly friends. Christ is the fountain of
living water, and happiness drawn from Him can never fail. {MB 16.2}

The angels of glory find their joy in giving,—giving love and tireless watchcare to souls that are
fallen and unholy. Heavenly beings woo the hearts of men; they bring to this dark world light
from the courts above; by gentle and patient ministry they move upon the human spirit, to bring
the lost into a fellowship with Christ which is even closer than they themselves can know.

{DA 21.1}

Your compassionate Redeemer is watching you in love and sympathy, ready to hear your prayers,
and render you the assistance which you need in your life-work. Love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
gentleness, faith and charity are the elements of the Christian character. These precious graces
are the fruits of the Spirit. They are the Christian’s crown and shield. . . . Nothing can give more
perfect content and satisfaction. {SD 32.4}
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When the love of Christ is enshrined in the heart, like sweet fragrance it cannot be hidden. The
holy influence it reflects through the character will be manifest to all. Christ will be formed
within, “the hope of glory.” {HP 244.5}

Kind words simply spoken, little attentions simply bestowed, will sweep away the clouds of
temptation which gather over the soul. The true expression of heaven-born sympathy has power
to open the door of hearts that need the fragrance of Christlike words, and the simple, delicate
touch of the spirit of Christ’s love. {MH 354.4}

Tender, compassionate, sympathetic, ever considerate of others, He represented the character
of God, and was constantly engaged in service for God and man. {8T 286.4}

A tender spirit, a gentle, winning deportment, may save the erring and hide a multitude of sins.
The revelation of Christ in your own character will have a transforming power upon all with
whom you come in contact. Let Christ be daily made manifest in you, and He will reveal through
you the creative energy of His word—a gentle, persuasive, yet mighty influence to re-create
other souls in the beauty of the Lord our God. {MB 128.3}

Kind words are never lost. Jesus records them as if spoken to Himself. Sow the seeds of kindness,
of love, and of tenderness, and they will blossom and bear fruit (MS 33, 1911). {6BC 1118.2}

God is the source of life and light and joy to the universe. Like rays of light from the sun, like the
streams of water bursting from a living spring, blessings flow out from Him to all His creatures.
And wherever the life of God is in the hearts of men, it will flow out to others in love and
blessing. {SC 77.1}

The life of Christ was a life charged with a divine message of the love of God, and He longed
intensely to impart this love to others in rich measure. Compassion beamed from His
countenance, and His conduct was characterized by grace and humility, love and truth.
{OHC 366.4}

Every human being is the object of loving interest to Him who gave His life that He might bring
men back to God. Souls guilty and helpless, liable to be destroyed by the arts and snares of Satan,
are cared for as a shepherd cares for the sheep of his flock. {MH 162.1}

Love to man is the earthward manifestation of the love of God. It was to implant this love, to
make us children of one family, that the King of glory became one with us. And when His parting
words are fulfilled, “Love one another, as | have loved you” (John 15:12); when we love the world
as He has loved it, then for us His mission is accomplished. We are fitted for heaven; for we have
heaven in our hearts. {DA 641.3}

The religion of Christ means more than the forgiveness of sin; it means taking away our sins, and
filling the vacuum with the graces of the Holy Spirit. It means divine illumination, rejoicing in God.
It means a heart emptied of self, and blessed with the abiding presence of Christ. When Christ
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reigns in the soul, there is purity, freedom from sin. The glory, the fullness, the completeness of
the gospel plan is fulfilled in the life. The acceptance of the Saviour brings a glow of perfect
peace, perfect love, perfect assurance. The beauty and fragrance of the character of Christ
revealed in the life testifies that God has indeed sent His Son into the world to be its Saviour. . . .
{LHU 292.6}

The encounter with the demoniacs of Gergesa had a lesson for the disciples. It showed the
depths of degradation to which Satan is seeking to drag the whole human race, and the mission
of Christ to set men free from his power. {DA 341.1}

But not to any class is Christ’s love restricted. He identifies Himself with every child of humanity.
That we might become members of the heavenly family, He became a member of the earthly
family. He is the Son of man, and thus a brother to every son and daughter of Adam. His
followers are not to feel themselves detached from the perishing world around them. They are a
part of the great web of humanity; and Heaven looks upon them as brothers to sinners as well as
to saints. The fallen, the erring, and the sinful, Christ’s love embraces; and every deed of kindness
done to uplift a fallen soul, every act of mercy, is accepted as done to Him. {DA 638.4}

God is love. Like rays of light from the sun, love and light and joy flow out from Him to all His
creatures. It is His nature to give. His very life is the outflow of unselfish love. {MB 77.2}

Every manifestation of creative power is an expression of infinite love. The sovereignty of God
involves fullness of blessing to all created beings. {PP 33.2}

God is love, God is life. It is the prerogative of God to redeem, reconstruct, and restore.
{HP 291.2}

Christ, the Light of the world, veiled the dazzling splendor of His divinity and came to live as
a man among men, that they might, without being consumed, become acquainted with their
Creator. No man has seen God at any time except as He is revealed through Christ. {8T 265.2}

We know that in sadness and grief we feel very frail, but we know that Jesus is right by our side
to sympathize with us, and He will help us. We can commune with our best Friend; He is right by
our side. We need not go into the heavens to bring Him down, for He is right by us to help us.
{CTr 42.4}

The heart of God yearns over His earthly children with a love stronger than death. In giving up His
Son, He has poured out to us all heaven in one gift. The Saviour’s life and death and intercession,
the ministry of angels, the pleading of the Spirit, the Father working above and through all, the
unceasing interest of heavenly beings,—all are enlisted in behalf of man’s redemption. {SC 21.2}

He has redeemed us out of the careless world and has chosen us to become members of the
royal family, sons and daughters of the heavenly King. He invites us to trust in Him with a trust
deeper and stronger than that of a child in his earthly father. {ML 289.5}
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