Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Third Quarter 2026: 1 and 2 Corinthians
Lesson 9 “Love-driven Ministry”

Read for this week’s study

2 Corinthia

ns 1:3-14; 2 Corinthians 2:17; 2 Corinthians 4:2; 1 Corinthians 16:5—7; 2 Corinthians 7:5—

13; 2 Corinthians 2:5-17.

Memory Text

“For out of much affliction and anguish of heart | wrote to you, with many tears, not that you should

be grieved,

NKJV).

but that you might know the love which | have so abundantly for you” (2 Corinthians 2:4,

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
Il.
Il.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Introduction

Thanksgiving

Simplicity and Sincerity

Changing Plans for Love

Forgiveness and Reaffirmation of Love
Triumph in Christ

Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration

Facilitator:

1.

Daniel Duda

“What we see in his letters to the Corinthians is some of the ‘deep concern’ that he had
for this church. Yet, amid it all, his love for them never failed, just as Christ’s love for us
never fails us. In fact, it was from Jesus that Paul learned to love the churches in a way
that reflects the love that Jesus has for us (2 Cor. 5:14; see 1 Cor. 11:1).” (Sabbath
Afternoon)

The second letter to the Corinthians is a very personal letter from Paul, where he opens
his heart and shares his deepest joys and sorrows. Being a Christian does not change that
we are all human and must be honest about our feelings and expressing them.

Sunday’s lesson focuses on thanksgiving based on 2 Corinthians 1:3-11. What is the
reason for Paul’s attitude of thanksgiving, and what is he thankful for?

One key word in 2 Corinthians is comfort (encouragement), which is used in one form or
another twenty-nine times. Chapter one shows that Christians need comfort (vs. 8-9),
receive comfort (vs. 3; 18-20) and share comfort (12-24). Actually, the word Paul uses is a
bit more many-sided than ‘comfort’. It can mean ‘to call someone to come near’ or ‘to
make a strong appeal’ or ‘to treat in an inviting or friendly way’. The whole idea is that
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

one person is being with another, giving them courage, new hope, new direction, new
insights which will alter the way they face the next moment, life’s next challenge.

God does not comfort us to make us comfortable, but to make us comforters. When Paul
suffers, the churches are comforted; when he is comforted, that comfort is passed on to
them too. The idea of the isolated individual, living his or her own life in a sealed off
compartment away from the rest of the world, is totally foreign to Paul.

Monday’s lesson emphasizes the sincerity of Paul in his dealings with the Corinthians
(1:12-14). Whoever had been stirring up suspicion against Paul, their accusations were
unfounded. In 2:17 he says that he is not like a trader on a street corner charging
whatever they can get away with and not worrying too much about the quality of what
they give.

Much of 2 Corinthians is devoted to Paul describing his ministry and explaining why he
had changed his plans about visiting them (chs. 1-7). But though Paul thinks he had good
reasons for his change of plan (1:23), some Corinthians implied bad intentions on Paul’s
part. How does Paul move from the Corinthians’ puzzlement about his travel plans to the
very center of the gospel and the hope it brings with a triple “Yes”? (1:15 — 2:4; Tuesday’s
lesson)

What does the fact that Paul changed his traveling plan tell us about the necessity
of flexibility in Christian life and ministry? Why is it important to be open to change when
needed?

How do you feel about the loss of what became known as “the severe letter” (see
2 Corinthians 2:3, 4; 7:8, 12)? What was the result of what he wrote to them, and what
was Paul’s reaction because of that result 7:5-13? (Wednesday’s lesson)

What can we learn about the church discipline from 2:5-11? What is the purpose of it?
Behind every issue of behavior and discipline within the church there is the larger issue of
what the living God is doing in this community and through this community in the world.
How do you see this in the cosmic conflict framework?

In the cosmic conflict, God’s aim is always restoration, not retribution. Put into a cosmic
conflict framework (God’s kingdom of restoring love vs. the Accuser’s kingdom of
suspicion, shame, and division), the passage becomes more than a pastoral “how-to.” It
becomes a window into how the church participates in God’s victory.

A gospel-shaped church is neither soft on sin nor hard on sinners. It is clear and kind—and
that combination is a refusal to define a person forever by their worst moment. It
becomes a public reversal of the Accuser’s narrative. A community that can both confront
wrong and restore the repentant becomes a powerful witness and displays the character
of God against the enemy’s caricature.

What cultural understanding is behind the imagery of 2:12-17? (Thursday’s lesson) How
do you understand that “God in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession” (vs. 14)?
What is the meaning of the fragrance metaphor (vs. 14-16)?

The image is saying: the gospel is not a private spirituality—the parade proclaims that
Christ has already won. And the shocking twist (very Pauline) is that unlike the Emperor,
God’s victory is displayed through apostles (and believers) who look weak, pressured, and
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afflicted. The cosmic conflict is won not by coercion but by cruciform love—God’s power
shown through self-giving.

15. The same aroma is received as life by some and death by others. In a cosmic-conflict
frame, this is not arbitrary; it reflects the fact that the gospel unmasks rival loyalties.
Christ’s lordship heals those who yield, but threatens systems built on pride, control, or
self-salvation.

16. When the church turns the gospel into a product, a brand, or a tool for gain, it stops
smelling like Christ and starts smelling like the marketplace. In the cosmic conflict,
integrity matters. Because the enemy traffics in distortion, and to protect the witness of
Christ, the church must always promote transparent motives, accountability, and refuse
to manipulate.

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

Well, then we have Romans 8:28 which says: Even though we can’t figure it out, in all things God
works for good with those who love Him. In the King James it says: “All things work together for
good with those who love God.” Which, if said a little carelessly, sounds like, “Well, don’t worry,
everything is going to be all right,” the way a T.V. program ends, “everything is going to be all right.”
No, in the Greek of the earlier manuscripts, the word for God is earlier in the sentence. And it reads:

“In all things God works for good with those who love him.

Now, would that be true if I'm reaping what I’'ve sown? | may have richly deserved this. Will God
work for good as | reap what I've sown? It’s obvious that He’s working for good when He’s
disciplining me, but even when | have brought this on myself, would He work for good?

There are many cases in scripture and in our own lives, we could match that. Of course, He’s this
kind of a God. That’s part of our faith. We know on the basis of the testimony of all sixty-six books
that the one who sent His Son to this earth would always work for good in everything for those who
love Him.

More than that, will God ever allow a man to be tested more than he is able to bear? 1 Corinthians
10:13. It says “tempt” in the older versions. The Greek word is more “test”. “God will never allow a
person to be tested more than he is able to bear.” Of course He won’t. We know He’s that kind of a
God. Too much testing would destroy us. How much testing can a little child take? He has to be kept
in a playpen, protected on all sides. How much testing did Job receive? Was he in a playpen with a
high wall all around? There was no protection for Job, except for his life. Think what a compliment
this was to Job. God did not allow Job to be tested more than he was able to bear, and God said to
Satan, “You can do anything you like to Job short of taking his life; that man can take it.”

Perhaps the reason some of us don’t have more trouble than we do, is that God will not allow us to
be tested more than we are able to bear, and we couldn’t bear very much. What if a person has a
great deal of trouble? Might this be involved? God will not allow us to be tested more than we are
able to bear. There’s a compliment in there perhaps. And if we have a right relationship of faith in
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God, Paul says that even the worst suffering, whatever may be the source of it, even if we can’t
figure out the reason for it, and often we can’t, but any kind of suffering can be accepted as a
blessing in disguise. In Romans 5 he says, “Since we have been restored to a right relationship with
God by faith”, justified by faith, “let us go on enjoying the peace we have with God.” In that
relationship, Paul says, “I even rejoice in my troubles, because | know that troubles produce
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces a hope that will never let
you down.” Phillips is marvelous in that passage; Romans 5, the first few verses.

That’s not the way a sick person rejoices in his troubles and gets satisfaction out of it. Who enjoys
trouble? But Paul says, “When the troubles come, knowing what | do about God, He’d never allow
me to be tested more than | am able to bear. In all things He works for good.” So he says, “when
troubles come, then | realize that these troubles, if | approach them in the right way, can produce
endurance and endurance produces character.” But this all depends upon whether or not we have
faith. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Faith, Righteousness and Salvation, #1, “The
Meaning of Faith, The Only Requirement for Salvation”, recorded February 1975, Lynwood,
California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/1MMFRS (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/2MMFRS (Part 2)

If you were ever asked to explain why you obey God (assuming that you do), what answer would you
give? Would you say, “I do what | do as a believer, because God has told me to and He has the power
to reward and destroy.” Is that why you don’t lie and murder? Nothing wrong in those things
themselves, but it upsets God when you do that—and that is a dangerous thing to do. This might be
all right for a beginner or for a little child, but it makes God’s laws seem so arbitrary. They have no
sense in themselves. That kind of obedience does not speak well and truly about our God.

Would you rather say, “I do what | do as a believer, because God has told me to, and | love Him and
want to please Him.” Is that why you don’t steal or commit adultery? It is not that you see anything
wrong in these things in themselves, it’s just that God doesn’t like it when we do that. He has been
so good to us, surely we owe it to Him to do the things He has asked us to do, whether they make
sense or not. Again, this does not speak well of God. It might be a little improvement from obeying
out of fear or desire for reward. But it still smacks of arbitrariness. It still does not speak well of God,
though that is often thought to be the antidote for the first one.

Could you say this? “I do what | do because more and more | am finding it to be right and sensible to
do so. How | admire and revere the one who so advised me and even commanded me in the days of
my ignorance and immaturity,” hastening to add, “being still somewhat ignorant and immature, | am
willing to listen to this God and to heed His commandments when He asks me to do something
beyond my present understanding.” That says that God is not arbitrary, but that everything He has
asked us to do makes such good sense, we should want to do it anyway. If you can say that, then
truly God’s law is not a threat to your freedom, and you thank Him for it. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt
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from the audio series, Conversations About God, #12, “God’s Law is No Threat to Our Freedom”
recorded April 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click
on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/12MMCAG

Further Study with Ellen White

In the secret place of prayer, where no eye but God’s can see, no ear but His can hear, we may pour
out our most hidden desires and longings to the Father of infinite pity, and in the hush and silence of
the soul that voice which never fails to answer the cry of human need will speak to our hearts.

{MB 84.3}

It is for our own benefit to keep every gift of God fresh in our memory. Thus faith is strengthened to
claim and to receive more and more. There is greater encouragement for us in the least blessing we
ourselves receive from God than in all the accounts we can read of the faith and experience of
others. . .. Let us then remember the loving-kindness of the Lord, and the multitude of His tender
mercies. {DA 348.2}

It is Satan’s work to fill men’s hearts with doubt. He leads them to look upon God as a stern judge.
He tempts them to sin, and then to regard themselves as too vile to approach their heavenly Father
or to excite His pity. The Lord understands all this. Jesus assures His disciples of God’s sympathy for
them in their needs and weaknesses. Not a sigh is breathed, not a pain felt, not a grief pierces the
soul, but the throb vibrates to the Father’s heart. {DA 356.2}

Whatever your anxieties and trials, spread out your case before the Lord. Your spirit will be braced
for endurance. The way will be open for you to disentangle yourself from embarrassment and
difficulty. The weaker and more helpless you know yourself to be, the stronger will you become in
His strength. The heavier your burdens, the more blessed the rest in casting them upon your Burden
Bearer. {MH 72.1}

Christ’s followers have no need to try to shine. If they will behold constantly the life of Christ they
will be changed in mind and heart into the same image. Then they will shine without any superficial
attempt. The Lord asks for no display of goodness. In the gift of His Son He has made provision that
our inward lives may be imbued with the principles of heaven. It is the appropriation of this
provision that will lead to a manifestation of Christ to the world. When the people of God experience
the new birth, their honesty, their uprightness, their fidelity, their steadfast principles, will
unfailingly reveal it. {CT 251.3}

Truthfulness and integrity are attributes of God, and he who possesses these qualities possesses a
power that is invincible. {ML 331.2}

When God gave His Son to our world, He endowed human beings with imperishable riches—riches
compared with which the treasured wealth of men since the world began is nothingness. Christ
came to the earth and stood before the children of men with the hoarded love of eternity, and this is
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the treasure that, through our connection with Him, we are to receive, to reveal, and to impart.
{MH 37.1}

The trials of life are God’s workmen, to remove the impurities and roughness from our character.
Their hewing, squaring, and chiseling, their burnishing and polishing, is a painful process; it is hard to
be pressed down to the grinding wheel. But the stone is brought forth prepared to fill its place in the
heavenly temple. Upon no useless material does the Master bestow such careful, thorough work.
Only His precious stones are polished after the similitude of a palace. {MB 10.3}

Those who hunger and thirst after righteousness will be filled; for Jesus has promised it. Precious
Saviour! His arms are open to receive us, and His great heart of love is waiting to bless us.—The
Review and Herald, July 1, 1884. {3SM 152.4}

Jesus knows the circumstances of every soul. You may say, | am sinful, very sinful. You may be; but
the worse you are, the more you need Jesus. He turns no weeping, contrite one away. He does not
tell to any all that He might reveal, but He bids every trembling soul take courage. Freely will He
pardon all who come to Him for forgiveness and restoration. {DA 568.3}

To be pardoned in the way that Christ pardons is not only to be forgiven, but to be renewed in the
spirit of our mind. The Lord says, “A new heart will | give unto thee.” The image of Christ is to be
stamped upon the very mind, and heart, and soul. The apostle says, “And we have the mind of
Christ.” {RC 303.4}

The love of God alone can open and expand the heart, and give to love and sympathy a breadth and
height that is without measure. Those who love Jesus will love all the children of God. The sense of
personal infirmities and imperfections will lead the human agent to look away from self to Christ;
and the Saviour’s love will break down every cold, Pharisaical barrier, it will banish all harshness and
selfishness, and there will be a blending of soul with soul, even with those who are opposite in
temperament. {OHC 183.3}

The love of Christ is a golden chain that binds finite, human beings who believe in Jesus Christ to the
Infinite God. The love that the Lord has for His children passeth knowledge. No science can define or
explain it. No human wisdom can fathom it. The more we feel the influence of this love, the more
meek and humble shall we be (Letter 43, 1896). {5BC 1141.7}

When the grace of God reigns within, the soul will be surrounded with an atmosphere of faith and
courage and Christlike love, an atmosphere invigorating to the spiritual life of all who inhale it. . ..
Those who are humble in heart the Lord will use to reach souls whom the ordained ministers cannot
approach. They will be moved to speak words which reveal the saving grace of Christ. {AG 238.5}

And in blessing others they will themselves be blessed. God gives us the opportunity to impart grace,
that He may refill us with increased grace. Hope and faith will strengthen as the agent for God works
with the talents and facilities that God has provided. He will have a divine agency to work with him.
{AG 238.6}
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