Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Third Quarter 2026: 1 and 2 Corinthians
Lesson 10 “Authentic Christian Ministry”

Read for this week’s study

2 Corinthia
2:13-16, 2

ns 3:1-9; 2 Corinthians 4:7-18; 2 Corinthians 5:11-15; Colossians 1:19-23; Ephesians
Corinthians 6:11-7:1; 2 Corinthians 7.

Memory Text

“We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted,

but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus,

so that the

life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies” (2 Corinthians 4:8-10, ESV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
Il.
Il.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Introduction

Fruits of an Authentic Ministry

Suffering and Glory

Christ-focused Ministry of Reconciliation
Call to Holiness

Comfort and Joy

Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration

Facilitator:

1.

Daniel Duda

“This week, we will look into 2 Corinthians 3—7, where Paul speaks of his ministry of
gaining souls for Christ.” (Sabbath afternoon)

We will have to wait until 7:5 to learn the story of Titus meeting Paul with good news.
But Paul now pauses to write one of his greatest extended discussions on what it
means to be an apostle, a servant of God’s new covenant. If the Corinthians
understand this, they will be able to understand all the other things he wants to say to
them.

In what sense can people be an epistle of Christ (2 Corinthians 3:1-9)? (Sunday’s
lesson) Paul compares the Old Covenant and the New Covenant that is promised in
Jeremiah 31. The central contrast between the old and new covenants is that God will
give his Spirit to his people. The fact that people were converted to Christianity in
Corinth, not only from Jews, but also from Gentiles is the evidence of Paul’s authentic
ministry and of the work of the Spirit through Paul.
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4, What can we learn about Paul from 2 Corinthians 4:7-18? (Monday’s lesson) Compare
it with 1:8-9! What does it mean to live out the gospel? How can this be an enormous
comfort for those who are going through suffering, bereavement, persecution, or
tragedy of any kind?

5. What four different motivations can you find in 5:9-21? (Tuesday’s lesson) What is this
“ministry of reconciliation” that Paul talks about? How is it related to what God has
done? What is the famous statement in 5:21 saying about Paul’s ministry?

6. Wednesday’s lesson is about a call to holiness and asks, what does a holy life look like
according to this passage 6:11-7:1. If we remain on this level, the six appeals can
easily be misunderstood and misapplied: “Do not be unequally yoked together with
unbelievers” (v. 14); “Come out from among them” (v. 17); “Be separate” (v. 17); “Do
not touch what is unclean” (v. 17, all NKJV); “Let us cleanse ourselves from every
defilement of body and spirit” (7:1, ESV); “Make holiness perfect in the fear of God”
(7:1, RSV).

7. What is Paul doing by quoting 2 Samuel 7:12-14? How is he re-reading the text? How
does this broaden the intention of the passages and show what Messiah truly
accomplished? How does this help us understand what true holiness (the end of exile)
is all about?

8. What does your image of a successful Christian life look like? What can we learn from
reading 7:2-10? (Thursday’s lesson) How does it provide a more balanced picture of
Christian life? Finally, in verses 11-16 the letter comes to a point of equilibrium.

9. What can we learn from all this about authentic Christian life and ministry for us
today? How can we experience, and how can the world learn to know, the amazing
new reality of God’s story? How can ‘we become embodiments of the covenantal
faithfulness of God’ (5:21)? Paul is not saying “that we might receive God’s
righteousness” (credited to our heavenly account), but that we might model “relation-
restoring love,” thus becoming agents of reconciliation, participants in God’s
reconciling action, a true extension of his reconciling love.

10. Because of where we are in God’s story, we see that we are now on the threshold of a
new creation, establishing a new type of kingdom, a new type of community. Christ’s
resurrection made it clear what will be the final outcome of the battle between good
and evil, who will win. We know that from God’s story!

11. This makes our Christian ministry premature, because we are like premature
ambassadors who arrived at court before the sovereignty of our King has been
recognized. This makes Christian ministry awkward, because in our world, Christ’s
authority (and thus our authority) is very much in question.

12. But precisely because of this, how can we employ all the creative, “out of the box”
thinking that we are capable of, using the potential of different people in our various
churches, possessing diverse spiritual gifts coming together so that the church here on
earth can reflect the reality of what is going on in the heavenly sanctuary? Because
the Church at its best, is always ahead of its time!
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Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

Obviously Jesus did not die to win His Father. And how clear Paul is on this. Look quickly at the
remaining verses. Second Corinthians 5:19: “God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself. . .
.” (RSV) Nowhere ever does the Bible suggest that God had to be reconciled to us. Never once!
But God paid the price to reconcile us to Himself! Nor did Jesus die to pay some mere legal
penalty. He died to reveal the truth about God and the falsity of Satan’s charges. And even the
angels had to learn this. Look at Colossians 1:20: “. .. and through him to reconcile to himself all
things, whether on earth or in heaven, [emphasis supplied] making peace [not war, but], making
peace by the blood of his cross.” (RSV)

As Jesus said in the next verse, John 12:32: “When | am lifted up from the earth | will draw
everyone to me” (GNT). Not all men, everyone in the whole family of the universe. You see,
viewed in the larger setting of the Great Controversy, the way in which Jesus suffered and died is
the greatest revelation of the truth about God and His government that the universe will ever see
or ever need. Correctly understood, the message of the cross is final defeat for the adversary. No
wonder Satan has worked so hard to obscure and misrepresent and even pervert the meaning of
the cross. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #8, “The
Most Costly and Convincing Evidence” recorded March 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to

the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/8MMCAG

The purpose of the plan of salvation is to restore that trust, to bring the rebellion to an end, and
thus to establish at-one-ment once again in the whole universe. All of God’s children are
unavoidably involved.

Some seem to find it disappointing, even offensive, to learn that Christ did not die primarily for
them. But unless God wins this war and reestablishes peace in his family, our salvation is
meaningless. Who would want to live for eternity in a warring universe?

Without this larger understanding of a conflict that has involved the universe, it’s hard to
understand Paul’s explanation that Jesus shed his blood to bring peace, reconciliation, and unity
to God’s children in heaven as well as on earth. But recognition of the war and its issues helps
one to take a larger view of the cross and of the plan of salvation and atonement.

The kind of unity God desires cannot be commanded or produced by force or fear. In the course

of human history, many tyrants have tried to maintain unity by terror and brutality. But that kind
of at-one-ment does not last. Look at what has happened in a number of countries just in recent
years.

The kind of at-one-ment God desires is described in the New Testament as a unity that is
“inherent in our faith and in our knowledge of the Son of God.” (Ephesians 4:13, REB) People who
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love and trust the same Jesus and the same God are naturally attracted to each other. The same
truth about God that sets them free from tyranny and fear binds them together in the firmest
kind of unity. Friends of a friendly God enjoy at-one-ment with each other.

This is where the meaning of the cross is so important. There can be no friendship and at-one-
ment where there is fear. Calvary says there is no need to be afraid of God. When God says, “Be
my friend,” he’s not saying, “Be my friend or I'll punish you severely; I'll even put you to death.”
You don’t talk that way to friends—especially if you want to keep their friendship. And friendship
is the whole purpose and meaning of atonement. {Maxwell, Graham. Servants or Friends?
Another Look at God, 164-165. Redlands, California: Pine Knoll Publications, 1992.}

https://speakingwellofgod.org/written-materials/servants-or-friends/servants-or-friends-
chapter-12

Do we live in an orderly universe? Or there could be no freedom! And we shouldn’t have had to
be told about this order, but we were so disorderly God had to say, “Behave in a more orderly
manner.” Someday, when we act in a mature manner, we’ll choose to be orderly, realizing that
that’s the basis of freedom. And we’ll do what’s right because it is right, and not because we’ve
been told to. But that’s not the normal course of events for us damaged sinners. And so, 6:15;
maybe let’s just end with this. Look what Paul says, having said, “I've written this with my own
hand in large letters.” This was a very important letter. But not to dwell too long on the meaning
of that. But look at 15, maybe to sum up the way this evening’s discussion has gone.

“For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation.” And you
could put anything you like in there. Sabbath keeping, tithe-paying, you name it. Nothing matters
if it doesn’t lead to a new creation. And that’s what Jesus said to Nicodemus. If all of this that
you’re doing and all this that you know does not lead to a new heart and a right spirit, it has done
you no good at all. And the thief on the cross would wonder what on earth we’ve been talking
about this evening, because he was theologically quite uninformed, but he had a new heart and a
right spirit. He could not have said what he said to Jesus; he couldn’t have changed from a
cursing, reviling thief to one who would say, “Lord, remember me when you come into your
kingdom”, if he hadn’t been converted and reborn. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio
series, The Picture of God in all 66 — Galatians, recorded May 1982, Riverside, California} To listen
to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link:
http://pkp.cc/65MMPOGIA66
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Further Study with Ellen White

[T]he precious faith inspired of God imparts strength and nobility of character. As His goodness,
His mercy, and His love are dwelt upon, clearer and still clearer will be the perception of truth;
higher, holier, the desire for purity of heart and clearness of thought. The soul dwelling in the
pure atmosphere of holy thought is transformed by intercourse with God through the study of
His word. Truth is so large, so far-reaching, so deep, so broad, that self is lost sight of. The heart is
softened and subdued into humility, kindness, and love. {8T 322.4}

And while Christ opens heaven to man, the life which He imparts opens the heart of man to
heaven. Sin not only shuts us away from God, but destroys in the human soul both the desire and
the capacity for knowing Him. All this work of evil it is Christ’s mission to undo. The faculties of
the soul, paralyzed by sin, the darkened mind, the perverted will, He has power to invigorate and
to restore. He opens to us the riches of the universe, and by Him the power to discern and to
appropriate these treasures is imparted. {Ed 28.3}

Christ stands as the representative of the Father, the connecting link between God and man; He
is the great teacher of mankind. And He ordained that men and women should be His
representatives. {Ed 33.2}

Promises are estimated by the truth of the one who makes them. Many men make promises only
to break them, to mock the heart that trusted in them. Those who lean upon such men lean upon
broken reeds. But God is behind the promises He makes. He is ever mindful of His covenant, and
His truth endureth to all generations (MS 23, 1899). {7BC 942.12}

The whole world is embraced in the contract of the great plan of redemption (MS 65, 1912).
{4BC 1180.5}

To His children today the Lord declares, “Be strong, . . . and work: for | am with you.” The
Christian always has a strong helper in the Lord. The way of the Lord’s helping we may not know;
but this we do know: He will never fail those who put their trust in Him. Could Christians realize
how many times the Lord has ordered their way, that the purposes of the enemy concerning
them might not be accomplished, they would not stumble along complainingly. Their faith would
be stayed on God, and no trial would have power to move them. They would acknowledge Him
as their wisdom and efficiency, and He would bring to pass that which He desires to work out
through them. {PK 576.1}

While the wind is itself invisible, it produces effects that are seen and felt. So the work of the
Spirit upon the soul will reveal itself in every act of him who has felt its saving power. When the
Spirit of God takes possession of the heart, it transforms the life. Sinful thoughts are put away,
evil deeds are renounced; love, humility, and peace take the place of anger, envy, and strife. Joy
takes the place of sadness, and the countenance reflects the light of heaven. No one sees the
hand that lifts the burden, or beholds the light descend from the courts above. The blessing
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comes when by faith the soul surrenders itself to God. Then that power which no human eye can
see creates a new being in the image of God. {DA 173.1}

Man needs a power outside of and beyond himself, to restore him to the likeness of God, and
enable him to do the work of God; but this does not make the human agency unessential.
Humanity lays hold upon divine power, Christ dwells in the heart by faith; and through co-
operation with the divine, the power of man becomes efficient for good. {DA 296.4}

He who called the fisherman of Galilee is still calling men to His service. And He is just as willing
to manifest His power through us as through the first disciples. However imperfect and sinful we
may be, the Lord holds out to us the offer of partnership with Himself, of apprenticeship to
Christ. He invites us to come under the divine instruction, that, uniting with Christ, we may work
the works of God. {DA 297.1}

Every act of self-sacrifice for the good of others will strengthen the spirit of beneficence in the
giver’s heart, allying him more closely to the Redeemer of the world, who “was rich, yet for our
sakes became poor, that we through His poverty might be rich.” And it is only as we fulfill the
divine purpose in our creation that life can be a blessing to us. All the good gifts of God to man
will prove only a curse, unless he employs them to bless his fellow men, and for the advancement
of God’s cause in the earth.—R. & H., Dec. 7, 1886. {CS 20.2}

All heaven is interested in the work going on in this world, which is to prepare men and women
for the future, immortal life. It is God’s plan that human agencies shall have the high honor of
acting as co-workers with Jesus Christ in the salvation of souls. {5T 573.3}

And the effort to bless others will react in blessings upon ourselves. This was the purpose of God
in giving us a part to act in the plan of redemption. He has granted men the privilege of becoming
partakers of the divine nature and, in their turn, of diffusing blessings to their fellow men. This is
the highest honor, the greatest joy, that it is possible for God to bestow upon men. Those who
thus become participants in labors of love are brought nearest to their Creator. {SC 79.1}

God might have committed the message of the gospel, and all the work of loving ministry, to the
heavenly angels. He might have employed other means for accomplishing His purpose. But in His
infinite love He chose to make us co-workers with Himself, with Christ and the angels, that we
might share the blessing, the joy, the spiritual uplifting, which results from this unselfish ministry.
{SC 79.2}

The fall of man, with all its consequences, was not hidden from the Omnipotent. Redemption
was not an afterthought, a plan formulated after the fall of Adam, but an eternal purpose,
suffered to be wrought out for the blessing not only of this atom of a world, but for the good of
all the worlds that God had created. . .. {TMK 18.2}

He who places himself unreservedly under the guidance of the Spirit of God will find that his
mind expands and develops. He obtains an education in the service of God which is not one-sided
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and deficient, developing a one-sided character, but one which results in symmetry and
completeness. Weaknesses that have been manifested in a vacillating will and powerless
character are overcome, for continual devotion and piety bring the man in such close relation to
Christ that he has the mind of Christ. He is one with Christ, having soundness and strength of
principle.—Selected Messages, book 1, pp. 337-338. {RC 104.6}

What speech is to thought, so is Christ to the invisible Father. He is the manifestation of the
Father, and is called the Word of God. God sent His Son into the world, His divinity clothed with
humanity, that man might bear the image of the invisible God. He made known in His words, His
character, His power and majesty, the nature and attributes of God. Divinity flashed through
humanity in softening, subduing light. He was the embodiment of the law of God, which is the
transcript of His character (MS 77, 1899). {5BC 1131.6}

God does not ask us to do in our own strength the work before us. He has provided divine
assistance for all the emergencies to which our human resources are unequal. He gives the Holy
Spirit to help in every strait, to strengthen our hope and assurance, to illuminate our minds and
purify our hearts. {8T 19.1}

No distinction on account of nationality, race, or caste, is recognized by God. He is the Maker of
all mankind. All men are of one family by creation, and all are one through redemption. Christ
came to demolish every wall of partition, to throw open every compartment of the temple, that
every soul may have free access to God. His love is so broad, so deep, so full, that it penetrates
everywhere. It lifts out of Satan’s circle the poor souls who have been deluded by his deceptions.
It places them within reach of the throne of God, the throne encircled by the rainbow of promise.
{COL 386.2}

Christ came to call the attention of all men to his Father, teaching them repentance toward God.
His work was to reconcile man to God. {1Red 34.3}

It was taught by the Jews that before God’s love is extended to the sinner, he must first repent.
In their view, repentance is a work by which men earn the favor of Heaven. And it was this
thought that led the Pharisees to exclaim in astonishment and anger. “This man receiveth
sinners.” According to their ideas He should permit none to approach Him but those who had
repented. But in the parable of the lost sheep, Christ teaches that salvation does not come
through our seeking after God but through God’s seeking after us. “There is none that
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way.” Romans
3:11, 12. We do not repent in order that God may love us, but He reveals to us His love in order
that we may repent. {COL 189.1}

The rabbis had a saying that there is rejoicing in heaven when one who has sinned against God is
destroyed; but Jesus taught that to God the work of destruction is a strange work. That in which
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all heaven delights is the restoration of God’s own image in the souls whom He has made.
{COL 190.1}

The work of transformation from unholiness to holiness is a continuous one. Day by day God
labors for man’s sanctification, and man is to co-operate with Him, putting forth persevering
efforts in the cultivation of right habits. He is to add grace to grace; and as he thus works on the
plan of addition, God works for him on the plan of multiplication. Our Saviour is always ready to
hear and answer the prayer of the contrite heart, and grace and peace are multiplied to His
faithful ones. Gladly He grants them the blessings they need in their struggle against the evils
that beset them. {AA 532.2}

To human beings, striving for conformity to the divine image, there is imparted an outlay of
heaven’s treasure, an excellency of power that will place them higher than even the angels who
have never fallen. {HP 148.5}

As we partake of the divine nature, hereditary and cultivated tendencies to wrong are cut away
from the character, and we are made a living power for good. Ever learning of the divine Teacher,
daily partaking of His nature, we cooperate with God in overcoming Satan’s temptations. God
works, and man works, that man may be one with Christ as Christ is one with God. Then we sit
together with Christ in heavenly places. The mind rests with peace and assurance in Jesus (RH
April 24, 1900). {7BC 943.2}

Sanctification is not the work of a moment, an hour, or a day. It is a continual growth in grace.
{17 340.2}

God’s ideal for His children is higher than the highest human thought can reach. “Be ye therefore
perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” This command is a promise. The plan
of redemption contemplates our complete recovery from the power of Satan. Christ always
separates the contrite soul from sin. He came to destroy the works of the devil, and He has made
provision that the Holy Spirit shall be imparted to every repentant soul, to keep him from sinning.
{DA 311.2}

Truth, precious truth, is sanctifying in its influence. The sanctification of the soul by the operation
of the Holy Spirit is the implanting of Christ’s nature in humanity. It is the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ revealed in character, and the graces of Christ brought into active exercise in good works.
Thus the character is transformed more and more perfectly after the image of Christ, in
righteousness and true holiness. {TDG 224.2}

Christ is ready to set us free from sin, but He does not force the will; and if by persistent
transgression the will itself is wholly bent on evil, and we do not desire to be set free, if we will
not accept His grace, what more can He do? We have destroyed ourselves by our determined
rejection of His love. “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”
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“Today if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts.” 2 Corinthians 6:2; Hebrews 3:7, 8.
{SC 34.2}

By the manifestation of His love, by the entreating of His Spirit, He woos men to repentance; for
repentance is the gift of God, and whom He pardons He first makes penitent. The sweetest joy
comes to man through his sincere repentance toward God for the transgression of His law, and
through faith in Christ as the sinner’s Redeemer and Advocate. It is that men may understand the
joy of forgiveness, the peace of God, that Christ draws them through the manifestation of His
love. If they respond to His drawing, yielding their hearts to His grace, He will lead them on step
by step, to a full knowledge of Himself, and this is life eternal. {1SM 323.2}

Repentance toward God and faith in Jesus Christ are the fruits of the renewing power of the
grace of the Spirit. Repentance represents the process by which the soul seeks to reflect the
image of Christ to the world. {ML 49.3}

Christ gives them the breath of His own Spirit, the life of His own life. The Holy Spirit puts forth its
highest energies to work in heart and mind. The grace of God enlarges and multiplies their
faculties, and every perfection of the divine nature comes to their assistance in the work of
saving souls. Through cooperation with Christ they are complete in Him, and in their human
weakness they are enabled to do the deeds of Omnipotence. {ML 49.4}
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