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Third Quarter 2026: 1 and 2 Corinthians
Lesson 11 “Stewardship and Mission”

Read for this week’s study

2 Corinthia
15:26, 27.

ns 8-9; John 3:16; John 17:5; Luke 9:58; Revelation 13:8; Romans 12:8; Romans

Memory Text

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He
became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9, NKJV).
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Further Study

and Notes for Consideration
Daniel Duda

“This week we will see that the concepts of stewardship and mission are deeply
rooted in the example of Jesus. Indeed, stewardship and mission are inseparable.
Stewardship provides the church with financial and human resources to fulfill God’s
mission.” (Sabbath afternoon)

Chapters 8-9 focus on the offering Paul was taking for the impoverished believers in
Judea. The Corinthian church had agreed to share in the collection but had been
remiss in doing so. Despite the agony that had come in the relationship between
Paul and the church in the intervening period, why is Paul now determined to press
ahead and complete the task?

What do we learn from 1 Corinthians 9:1-18 and 2 Corinthians 11:7-11 about Paul’s
financial relationship with the Corinthian church? Why do you think Paul never uses
the Greek word for “money” in chapters 8-9, but phrases his entire appeal in terms

of grace? What is significant about the use of that word in 8:1-7?

People give money from different motives. One can play on human sympathy for a
project, or make people feel guilty that they have money which others desperately
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need, or encourage people to give as a way to gain social prestige by letting others
know that they have given generously. Paul shows that what counts is a work of
grace in the hearts and lives of ordinary people, and gives an example of how it
spectacularly worked in Macedonia. (Wednesday’s lesson)

5. What does verse 8:9 tell us about the example of Jesus? (Sunday’s lesson) Notice
that the primary context is not about the heights and depths of incarnational
theology, but basically, “Isn’t it time you finished taking the collection?” (cf. 1
Corinthians 16:1-4; Philippians 2:6-11) How can we model our life and work on the
example of Jesus?

6. Paul does not want to make the Corinthian Christians poor in order to make the
Jerusalem Christians rich. So in 8:15 Paul quotes Exodus 16:18 in which God
provided manna for the Israelites to eat. What is the significance of that text from
Exodus in this context? How does putting this in the biblical storyline help us see the
bigger picture?

7. What is the right motivation for giving according to 2 Corinthians 8:1, 5 and 9:7, 9,
13, 15? (Monday’s lesson) A surrendered person looks for opportunities to give,
while the one who did not surrender to the Lord looks for excuses not to give.

8. What does verse 9:7 say about the act of offering? (Tuesday 9:7) How can we read
this as more than a wise saying about human generosity and God’s abundant
goodness? How does it help us see God, the world, the church, and ourselves in
a different light? How do the three Bible passages that Paul quotes help us see
a larger picture of who God’s people are, what our goal in life should be, and how
generosity plays a vital part in it all (Proverbs 22:9; Psalm 112:9; Isaiah 55:10)?

9. Thursday’s lesson focuses on unity looking at the people who oversaw collecting
the funds (like Titus) and churches that benefit from the collection (8:16-24). The
collection of an offering can be seen as service or ministry, as an act of grace, as
a blessing, as an act of worship, and also as an act of fellowship (Romans 15:26-27).

10. Paul is urging the Corinthians to see themselves as actors and characters in the great
drama of God which is going forward to God’s ultimate triumph over selfishness and
self-centeredness. The gospel is not about self-seeking but self-giving. That’s why
grace, generosity and gratitude are not optional extras of Christian living, but the
very essence of it. It happened in Macedonia, Corinth...

11. “For the Macedonian Christians, giving was not a chore but a challenge, not
a burden but a blessing. Giving was not something to be avoided but a privilege to
be desired.” (George Sweeting) Can it also happen in the twenty-first century
church?

12. Pharaoh as the representative of God’s anti-kingdom runs an economy of extraction
which ultimately makes the whole land poor. But God wants an economy of sharing
and solidarity. God’s mission moves from creation to re-creation and restoration of
everything. What would it take for the people of God to operate, not from
a principle of scarcity, but the principle of abundance, as God operates? Then the
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church will be sharing not only ideas and doctrines but also sharing life together and
flourishing.

Further Study with Ellen White

It is the glory of the gospel that it is founded upon the principle of restoring in the fallen race
the divine image by a constant manifestation of benevolence. This work began in the heavenly
courts. There God decided to give human beings unmistakable evidence of the love with which
He regarded them. He “so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. {CH 222.1}

Christ presented to men that which was entirely contrary to the representations of the enemy
in regard to the character of God, and sought to impress upon men the love of the Father, who
“so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. He urged upon men the necessity of
prayer, repentance, confession, and the abandonment of sin. He taught them honesty,
forbearance, mercy, and compassion, enjoining upon them to love not only those who loved
them, but those who hated them and treated them despitefully. In all this He was revealing to
them the character of the Father, who is long-suffering, merciful, and gracious, slow to anger,
and full of goodness and truth. {CT 29.3}

Christ came to this world as the expression of the very heart and mind and nature and
character of God. He was the brightness of the Father’s glory, the express image of His person.
But He laid aside His royal robe and kingly crown, and stepped down from His high command to
take the place of a servant. He was rich, but for our sake, that we might have eternal riches, He
became poor. He made the world, but so completely did He empty Himself that during His
ministry He declared, “Foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man
hath not where to lay His head.” {MM 19.1}

Christ came to the world that we might become new creatures, created after the similitude of
his own character; that we might have purity like the purity of God, have perfection like his
perfection. In the work of regeneration, the original loveliness begins to be restored. The
attributes of the character of Christ are imparted to the soul, and the image of the divine begins
to shine forth. “We all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed
into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” It is plainly declared
that a change takes place in the character of the human agent. {ST, August 21, 1893 par. 3}

Christ came to this earth in human form that He might stand as the Captain of our salvation, so
that we should not be overcome by Satan’s power. And when the enemy has seemed to be
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gaining a signal victory over righteousness, God has been working in mercy and power to
counteract his designs. . .. {CTr 369.5}

The purpose and plan of grace existed from all eternity. Before the foundation of the world it
was according to the determinate counsel of God that man should be created, endowed with
power to do the divine will. But the defection of man, with all its consequences, was not hidden
from the Omnipotent, and yet it did not deter him from carrying out his eternal purpose; for
the Lord would establish his throne in righteousness. God knows the end from the beginning;
“known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world.” Therefore redemption was
not an afterthought—a plan formulated after the fall of Adam—but an eternal purpose to be
wrought out for the blessing not only of this atom of a world but for the good of all the worlds
which God has created. {ST, April 25, 1892 par. 1}

The life of Christ established a religion in which there is no caste, a religion by which Jew and
Gentile, free and bond, are linked in a common brotherhood, equal before God. No question of
policy influenced His movements. He made no difference between neighbors and strangers,
friends and enemies. That which appealed to His heart was a soul thirsting for the waters of life.
{RC 27.3}

He passed by no human being as worthless, but sought to apply the healing remedy to every
soul. In whatever company He found Himself, He presented a lesson appropriate to the time
and the circumstances. Every neglect or insult shown by men to their fellow men only made
Him more conscious of their need of His divine-human sympathy. He sought to inspire with
hope the roughest and most unpromising, setting before them the assurance that they might
become blameless and harmless, attaining such a character as would make them manifest as
the children of God. {RC 27.4}

As the rays of the sun penetrate to the remotest corners of the globe, so God designs that the
light of the gospel shall extend to every soul upon the earth. {AG 26.3}
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