Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Fourth Quarter 2026: The Gift of Prophecy
Lesson 10 “Prophetic Authority and Relevance”

Read for this week’s study
Exodus 4:10-16; Luke 8:22-25; John 3:1-10; Acts 16:25-34; 1 Corinthians 5:1-5; Luke 7:28.

Memory Text

“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing

even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12, NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
.
Il.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Introduction

Mediating God’s Authority

The Authority of Jesus

Biblical Authority

Organizational Authority

Canonical and Non-canonical Prophets
Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration

Facilitator:

1.

Daniel Duda

“This week we will examine what authority biblical prophets possess, and what, if
any, authority is held by prophets who never wrote a book of the Bible, such as
Nathan the prophet, John the Baptist, and, yes, even Ellen G. White.” (Sabbath
afternoon)

How do you understand the memory text (Hebrews 4:12)? What is the larger
context? Why is the purpose of this “sword” to cleanse and heal? What are the most
common ways people attempt to defend themselves against the impact of God’s
word (4:13)?

In order to understand the authority of Old Testament prophets, New Testament
prophets, and by extension the authority of a modern, non-canonical prophet, we
watch how God exercises his authority in the Bible.

God is not a “helicopter parent” who “hovers over” and directs every aspect of his
children’s lives so that they can “succeed”. Wise parents know that their job is to
equip their children to acquire skill sets for navigating the ups and downs of their
life, to experience failure and triumph, pain and joy and handle life well, to be
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independent thinkers, so that they become mature, well-functioning adults. That’s
why God gave us the Bible, which by being ancient, ambiguous (cf. views on slavery,
role of women, violence, political power) and diverse, wants to form us, nudge us to
grow to maturity, teach us the sacred responsibility to commune with the Spirit, and
walk in the path of wisdom. Thus, there is plenty of room for pondering, debating,
thinking, even freedom to fail and learn through the process.

5. God is a secure and wise parent, who through the Bible, is prodding us toward
spiritual maturity in secure atmosphere of unconditional love and acceptance, so we
can learn to navigate life well and acquire wisdom (cf. James 1:5).

6. Where in your life can you now see how God was molding and preparing you for
what you are today (cf. Exodus 4:10-16; 2:11-15; 3:1-13)? As he did with Moses, why
does God not waste any experience? (Sunday’s lesson)

7. What does the way Jesus handled the question regarding his authority (Matthew
21:23-27 cf. Luke 20:1-8) teach us about how God, and pharisees, operate?
(Monday’s lesson) What is behind it? In what sense is it more than a trick designed
to get them muddled or embarrassed (though it succeeded in doing that as well)?
How is the fact that Jesus is the rightful Lord challenging the powers of the present
world?

8. What is the role of biblical authority (Tuesday’s lesson) and organizational authority
(Wednesday’s lesson) especially in the context of cosmic conflict? How do the two
forms of authority function — not as rivals, but not as equals? How can the church
(organization) model God’s use of authority, reflect the Lordship of Christ, and serve
the mission of God?

9. God’s authority is not domination, “because | said so.” His authority is grounded in
truth, love, freedom, transparency, faithfulness, and self-giving service. The clearest
revelation of divine authority is not Pharaoh’s throne, Caesar’s empire, or even
Sinai’s thunder in isolation, but Christ crucified — the One who has all authority, yet
kneels to wash the disciples’ feet. This exposes the lies of the enemy, tells the story
of God’s faithfulness, and invites human beings into intelligent trust rather than
blind submission.

10. The church does not say, “God has spoken; therefore, submit.” It says, “Come and
see what God is like; He is worthy of your trust.” God does not merely assert that He
is righteous; He reveals it. He allows His character to be examined. He wins by truth,
love, patience, and self-sacrifice, not by coercive force.

11. What does the existence of canonical prophets (like Moses, Joshua, Samuel, Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel) and non-canonical prophets (Gad & Nathan [1 Chron
29:29]; Ahijah & Iddo [2 Chron 9:29]) communicate and imply (cf. 1 Kings 11:29-39;
Luke 7:28)? (Thursday’s lesson)

12. How does this apply to formative prophets: prophets who made exceptional impact
on God'’s people especially in critical and/or transitional times (like Moses, John the
Baptist, Ellen White) and informative prophets — people whose role is to build up,
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encourage and rebuke or exhort (1 Cor 14:3)? See 1 Corinthians 14:29-33; Acts 21:4,
10-11. Can you see the shift between the OT & NT in the biblical storyline?

13. If the research into spiritual gifts shows that 6-8% of members have the gift of
prophecy (just like the gift of evangelism), why do we not see more manifestations
of it?

14. What do you need to do to have a balanced view of the ministry of Ellen White and
benefit from her writings today both personally and as a local and global church?

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

Because truth and evidence were on Christ’s side, He spoke with great authority, with real
authority. And you know those two familiar verses that follow. Matthew 7:29: “When Jesus had
finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as one
who had authority...” (NIV). And Luke 4:32 adds: “His message had authority.” (NIV) Now in
what did His authority lie? And how can we recognize the voice of true authority?

Did Jesus base His authority on His claims? No, He inspired the warning against accepting mere
claims. When John inquired if He really was the Messiah, Jesus didn’t just say, “Yes, | am.” He
offered evidence to John. Well, did He base His authority on miracles or show of power? No, it
was Jesus who inspired the warning, “Don’t trust miracles if they are not associated with the
truth.” In fact, He even turned the crowds away when they were following Him for the
miraculous food and the miraculous healing. How Jesus must have been tempted to use His
power when He was winning so few! He knew the people were expecting a Messiah who would
come with great physical power to drive off their enemies and establish an earthly kingdom.
But He wouldn’t do it. It would have misrepresented the truth and God’s way of exercising His
authority.

Well, did Jesus base His authority on His loud voice and bombastic manner, as is so customary
of many evangelists today. Just read the Gospels. The people marveled at the gracious words
that came from His lips. “Blessed are the humble in spirit. . . . Blessed are the meek.” You simply
cannot shout those words. People who shout don’t teach things like that. Christ’s manner of
speaking must have been as music to His audiences.

Well, was His authority based on who He was? He was the Son of God, the Creator of the
Universe, worshiped by all the angels. Remember the story of Emmaus. He didn’t reveal who
He was until He had led them through the Scriptures and until their decision was based on
evidence, not on His authority as a person. Yet, think what person He was. {Graham Maxwell.
Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #7, “The Question of Authority”
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recorded February 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above
reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/7MMCAG

In fact, Ephesians says the whole purpose of the church is to help people grow up to perfection
and maturity. The Bible explains why. Daniel 12, Revelation, the warnings of Christ, and of Paul,
tell us that we face a time of confusion and deception such as the world has never seen. If we
are still babes in the truth, we will never survive. And so God in mercy waits for us to grow up,
and to be as settled into the truth as Job was. In fact, that has such a motivating message for
the church, that | have a whole evening under that title; “God Waits For His Children To Grow
Up,” and it’s the reason for His merciful delay. You see, it is not an arbitrary requirement that
we grow up. It is absolutely necessary if we're going to survive, that we must not be satisfied to
be babes in the truth; but to grow up and be able to distinguish between right and wrong.
{Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #14, “God Can
Completely Heal the Damage Done” recorded May 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the
entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/14MMCAG

Before we begin to discuss the notable proverbs of our choice, and we ought to all join in more
tonight, we might consider at least two purposes for including this collection among the sixty-
six. Wouldn’t it seem apparent, many commentators on Proverbs have made this observation,
that religion is eminently practical? It has to do with the way we live from one day to the next.
Because so often, religion is thought of in terms of creed, and ritual, and ceremony, and being
separated from life. If you want to be really religious, you won’t be too involved in everyday
life.

On the contrary, Proverbs indicates that religion has very much to do with the way we live. The
very religious person is wise, disciplined, industrious, practical, useful; he’s not a fool. Then
another question that the book provokes; how could Solomon be so wise? Remember all that
he wrote about women in Proverbs, and then make such mistakes? And why would God give
him such wisdom if He knew that Solomon would not live in harmony with all these things that
he knew and taught so well? {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of
God in All 66 — Proverbs, recorded January 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire
audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:

*Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1984:

http://pkp.cc/29MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/30MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)
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Further Study with Ellen White

There is no caste with God. He ignores everything of the kind. All souls are of value with Him.
Laboring for the salvation of the soul is employment worthy of the highest honor. It matters not
what may be the form of our labor, or among what class, whether high or low. In God’s sight
these distinctions will not affect its true worth. The sincere, earnest, contrite soul, however
ignorant, is precious in the sight of the Lord. He places His own signet upon men, judging, not
by their rank, not by their wealth, not by their intellectual greatness, but by their oneness with
Christ. The unlearned, the outcast, the slave, if he has made the most of his opportunities and
privileges, if he has cherished the light given him of God, has done all that is required. The
world may call him ignorant, but God calls him wise and good, and thus his name stands
registered in the books of heaven. God will fit him up to do Him honor, not only in heaven, but
on the earth. {GW 332.1}

In this work Moses was drawn nearer to the Chief Shepherd. He became closely united to the
Holy One of Israel. No longer did he plan to do a great work. He sought to do faithfully as unto
God the work committed to his charge. He recognized the presence of God in his surroundings.
All nature spoke to him of the Unseen One. He knew God as a personal God, and, in meditating
upon His character he grasped more and more fully the sense of His presence. He found refuge
in the everlasting arms. {MH 475.1}

The lessons of Christlike meekness, lowliness of heart, reverence for sacred things, are taught
nowhere effectively except in the school of Christ. Moses had been taught to expect flattery
and praise because of his superior abilities; but now he was to learn a different lesson. As a
shepherd of sheep, Moses was taught to care for the afflicted, to nurse the sick, to seek
patiently after the straying, to bear long with the unruly, to supply with loving solicitude the
wants of the young lambs and the necessities of the old and feeble. As these phases of his
character were developed, he was drawn nearer to his Chief Shepherd. He became united to,
submerged in, the Holy One of Israel. He believed in the great God. He held communion with
the Father through humble prayer. He looked to the Highest for an education in spiritual things,
and for a knowledge of his duty as a faithful shepherd. His life became so closely linked with
heaven that God talked with him face to face. {FE 343.1}

After this experience, Moses heard the call from heaven to exchange his shepherd’s crook for
the rod of authority; to leave his flock of sheep and take the leadership of Israel. {MH 475.2}

The divine command given to Moses found him self-distrustful, slow of speech, and timid. He
was overwhelmed with a sense of his incapacity to be a mouthpiece for God to Israel. But
having once accepted the work, he entered upon it with his whole heart, putting all his trust in
the Lord. The greatness of his mission called into exercise the best powers of his mind. God
blessed his ready obedience, and he became eloquent, hopeful, self-possessed, and well fitted
for the greatest work ever given to man. This is an example of what God does to strengthen the
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character of those who trust Him fully and give themselves unreservedly to His commands.
{PP 255.1}

[Christ] did not deal in abstract theories, but in that which is essential to the development of
character; that which will enlarge man’s capacity for knowing God, and increase his power to
do good. He spoke of those truths that relate to the conduct of life and that unite man with
eternity. {LHU 177.2}

Instead of directing the people to study men’s theories about God, His Word, or His works, He
taught them to behold Him, as manifested in His works, in His Word, and by His providences.
He brought their minds in contact with the mind of the Infinite. {LHU 177.3}

Christ’s manner of teaching was beautiful and attractive, and it was ever characterized by
simplicity. He unfolded the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven through the use of figures and
symbols with which His hearers were familiar; and the common people heard Him gladly, for
they could comprehend His words. There were no high-sounding words used, to understand
which it was necessary to consult a dictionary. {CT 240.2}

Jesus illustrated the glories of the kingdom of God by the use of the experiences and
occurrences of earth. In compassionate love and tenderness He cheered and comforted and
instructed all who heard Him; for grace was poured upon His lips that He might convey to men
in the most attractive way the treasures of truth. {CT 240.3}

In every human being, however fallen, He beheld a son of God, one who might be restored to
the privilege of His divine relationship.—Education, p. 79. (1903) {Ev 55.3}

Jesus had nothing to do with the various subjects of dissension among the Jews. It was His work
to present the truth. His words shed a flood of light upon the teachings of the patriarchs and
prophets, and the Scriptures came to men as a new revelation. Never before had His hearers
perceived such a depth of meaning in the Word of God. {LHU 172.7}

His tender compassion fell with a touch of healing upon weary and troubled hearts. Even amid
the turbulence of angry enemies He was surrounded with an atmosphere of peace. The beauty
of His countenance, the loveliness of His character, above all, the love expressed in look and
tone, drew to Him all who were not hardened in unbelief. Had it not been for the sweet,
sympathetic spirit that shone out in every look and word, He would not have attracted the large
congregations that He did. The afflicted ones who came to Him felt that He linked His interest
with theirs as a faithful and tender friend, and they desired to know more of the truths He
taught. Heaven was brought near. They longed to abide in His presence, that the comfort of His
love might be with them continually. {DA 254.4}

During His ministry Jesus devoted more time to healing the sick than to preaching. His miracles
testified to the truth of His words, that He came not to destroy but to save. His righteousness
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went before Him, and the glory of the Lord was His rearward. Wherever He went, the tidings of
His mercy preceded Him. Where He had passed, the objects of His compassion were rejoicing in
health, and making trial of their new-found powers. Crowds were collecting around them to
hear from their lips the works that the Lord had wrought. His voice was the first sound that
many had ever heard, His name the first word they had ever spoken, His face the first they had
ever looked upon. Why should they not love Jesus, and sound His praise? As He passed through
the towns and cities He was like a vital current, diffusing life and joy wherever He went.

{DA 350.3}

It is Satan’s work to fill men’s hearts with doubt. He leads them to look upon God as a stern
judge. He tempts them to sin, and then to regard themselves as too vile to approach their
heavenly Father or to excite His pity. The Lord understands all this. Jesus assures His disciples of
God’s sympathy for them in their needs and weaknesses. Not a sigh is breathed, not a pain felt,
not a grief pierces the soul, but the throb vibrates to the Father’s heart. {DA 356.2}

When Jesus speaks of the new heart, He means the mind, the life, the whole being. To have a
change of heart is to withdraw the affections from the world, and fasten them upon Christ. To
have a new heart is to have a new mind, new purposes, new motives. What is the sign of a new
heart?—a changed life. There is a daily, hourly dying to selfishness and pride (YI Sept. 26, 1901).
{4BC 1164.10}

The Majesty of heaven was not discerned in the disguise of humanity. He was the divine
Teacher sent from God, the glorious Treasure given to humanity. He was fairer than the sons of
men, but His matchless glory was hidden under a cover of poverty and suffering. He veiled His
glory in order that divinity might touch humanity, and the treasure of immense value was not
discerned by the human race.... {TMK 58.4}

A guardian angel is appointed to every follower of Christ. These heavenly watchers shield the
righteous from the power of the wicked one. . .. The angels appointed to minister to the
children of God have at all times access to His presence. {GC 512.2}

Thus God’s people, exposed to the deceptive power and unsleeping malice of the prince of
darkness, and in conflict with all the forces of evil, are assured of the unceasing guardianship of
heavenly angels. {GC 513.1}

Though enemies may thrust them into prison, yet dungeon walls cannot cut off the
communication between their souls and Christ. One who sees their every weakness, who is
acquainted with every trial, is above all earthly powers; and angels will come to them in lonely
cells, bringing light and peace from heaven. The prison will be as a palace; for the rich in faith
dwell there, and the gloomy walls will be lighted up with heavenly light as when Paul and Silas
prayed and sang praises at midnight in the Philippian dungeon. {GC 627.1}
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The character of God as revealed by Christ invites our faith and love, for we have a Father
whose mercy and compassion fail not. At every step of our journey heavenward He will be with
us to guide in every perplexity, to give us help in every temptation. {HP 16.4}

To those who in humility of heart seek for divine guidance, angels of God draw near. The Holy
Spirit is given to open to them the rich treasures of the truth. {COL 59.3}

The path where God leads the way may lie through the desert or the sea, but it is a safe path.
{PP 290.3}

We can see only a little way before us; “but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of
Him with whom we have to do.” He never becomes confused. He sits above the confusion and
distractions of the earth, and all things are opened to His divine survey; and from His great and
calm eternity He can order that which His providence sees is best. {ML 10.4}
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