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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes 
Fourth Quarter 2026: The Gift of Prophecy 
Lesson 11 “Prophetic Manifestation in Crucial Moments” 

 
Read for this week’s study 

2 Peter 2:5; Judges 4:4-16; 1 Kings 18:21, 38, 39; Isaiah 59:1-4; Nehemiah 9:30; Revelation 1:1-3. 

 

Memory Text 

“Surely the Lord GOD does nothing, unless He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets” 
(Amos 3:7, NKJV). 

 

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide 

I. Introduction 
II. Disaster Warning 
III. A Mother in Israel 
IV. A Call for Repentance 
V. Hope in Exile 
VI. A Prophet for the Time of Waiting 
VII. Further Study 

 

Questions and Notes for Consideration 
Facilitator: Daniel Duda 

1. “This week’s study will look back at crucial times in salvation history when God used 
prophets to make His will clear to His people and to the wider world. We will also 
explore the role of Ellen G. White’s inspired ministry at pivotal times in the growth of 
the Adventist movement.” (Sabbath afternoon) 

2. In what remarkable way does the memory text (Amos 3:7) define the kind of 
sovereignty God chooses to exercise? God’s sovereignty is not secrecy, manipulation, 
or arbitrary power. It is sovereignty exercised with disclosure, warning, invitation, 
and moral intelligibility. God’s transparency does not remove mystery, but it 
removes suspicion. 

3. Prophecy is therefore not merely prediction, God foretelling the future. It is a 
disclosure of God’s character, God opening His purposes. It is God giving His people 
enough insight to interpret history morally and spiritually. How does prophecy 
protect God’s actions from misunderstanding? How does it prevent divine judgment 
from appearing impulsive? The purpose of prophetic ministry is to reveal that God’s 
acts are not sudden eruptions of anger, but the sorrowful consequences of rejected 
reality and God’s mercy. 
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4. In what sense is Noah a powerful case study of Amos 3:7 in action (cf. Genesis 6:5-9; 
Hebrews 11:7; 2 Peter 2:5; Sunday’s lesson)? Before God acts in judgment, He 
reveals, warns, pleads, and provides a visible witness (and a reasonable time span). 
Noah is therefore not merely an ark-builder; he is part of God’s transparent way of 
governing. 

5. Why is it deeply significant that Noah is called “a preacher of righteousness” (2 Peter 
2:5)? Noah does not merely preach survival. He preached righteousness. Noah’s ark 
was not only a boat; it was God’s public sermon. Every plank testified that the loving 
God judges evil, but only after He has warned, waited, pleaded, and provided a way 
of salvation for everybody. 

6. How does Deborah fit into the same pattern with what she did for Israel? (See Judges 
4:4-16; 5:1-5; Monday’s lesson.) Deborah is not simply an inspiring leader or a wise 
administrator. She is a prophetic instrument through whom God interprets Israel’s 
situation and announces His intention (4:4). 

7. God promises deliverance, but He calls Barak and the tribes to act. Deborah’s 
prophetic word does not bypass human agency; it awakens it. She says, in effect: 
“God has promised. Now rise, gather, march, trust, participate.” Deborah also 
models the kind of God she represents. God does not simply command from afar; He 
goes with His people. He reveals, calls, accompanies, and delivers. 

8. Tuesday’s lesson focuses on the transition between the era of Judges (2:16-19) to the 
monarchy. What changes did this bring to the prophetic office in Israel? From now 
on the king will become the highest political and military authority in Israel. 
However, he is not the highest spiritual authority. The highest spiritual authority in 
Israel is the prophet. The rest of Israel’s history will be a history of conflict between 
the kings and prophets (e.g.: Samuel vs. Saul; Nathan vs. David; Elijah vs. Ahab; 
Jeremiah vs. Zedekiah). 

9. How did the prophetic ministry function during the exile (Wednesday’s lesson)? It 
explains why the exile happened, reveals that God has not abandoned His people, 
calls them to repentance, and exposes the deeper issue: exile did not happen 
because of God’s unwillingness to save, but Israel’s resistance to His voice.  

10. The Babylonian exile reveals not divine rejection, but rejected divine appeal. 
Matthew 23:37 is one of the clearest windows into God’s heart. Jesus does not say, 
“I did not want to gather you.” He does not say, “You were excluded because of your 
sins.” He says, “I wanted… but you were not willing.” The tragedy of Israel’s history is 
not lack of divine desire, but resistance to divine love. Through the prophets God 
tried to gather, protect, warn, and heal His people. 

11. What change does the inauguration of God’s kingdom through Jesus bring? How 
does this affect a shift in prophetic ministry (1 Corinthians 14:29-33; Acts 21:4, 
21:10-11)? What was John called to do according to Revelation 1:1-3? (Thursday’s 
lesson) What is God’s purpose for life in the eschatological time of waiting? Why did 
he call a prophetic voice and community? 
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12. What can we learn from our theological heritage? What contribution does Ellen 
White make and what contribution are we here to make both as individuals and as 
a community of believers? 

13. God’s final prophetic word is, “Here is who God, who Jesus is. Here is what kind of 
kingdom is coming. Here is how to live faithfully until He comes.” God’s purpose in 
this waiting time is not passive waiting for a celestial rescue mission, but the 
formation of a faithful witnessing community — a compassionate group of people 
who understand history through the Lamb, resist the deceptions of the dragon and 
the beast, worship the Creator, embody the testimony of Jesus, and demonstrate 
before the world and the universe the values of God’s kingdom and that God is 
trustworthy. 

 
 

 

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell 

Lou: “On the subject of the Flood, it is apparent that God didn’t do things right the first time. So 
He had to send a Flood and start all over again. What would you do with that?” Is that possible? 

Graham: Especially since it says, “It Repented Him. . . .” Or some versions say, “He was sorry 
that He had made man.” And as you go through the sixty-six, you run into this several times 
where God is pictured as not being too aware of what is going on and certainly not having much 
foreknowledge and even not being as observant as we think. For example, when He comes to 
the Garden of Eden, He says, “Where are you? Where are you?” And Adam says, “We’re over 
here.” “Oh, thank you. I couldn’t see.” And then when He came to Abraham (before the burning 
of Sodom and Gomorrah) He said, “Abraham, I’ve come down to check out the reports I’ve 
received, to see if they are correct or not.” Now we’ve all lived assuming that God is getting very 
good reporting. Apparently not; He had to come down and say, “I’m checking this out Myself.”  

And there are many places in the Bible like that, where God talks in very human language. And 
we can understand why He does it, I believe. And so in this case with the Flood, “God was 
sorry.” “It grieved him that He had made man.” My understanding would be, He foreknew all of 
this, and He had now come to the time when there were only eight people left on this planet 
with whom He could communicate. And the answers to the questions in the Great Controversy 
had not yet been given. And God, as it were, turns to the universe and says, “I’m really going to 
test your faith in Me. The next thing you see will stun you.” And He drowned all but eight to 
preserve one little point of contact with the human race that He might go on unfolding His plan. 

I’m sure the devil cried, “Foul! I told you He’s that kind of a God. You either love Him, or if you 
don’t love Him, He’ll drown you, or He’ll burn you or have you stoned or swallow you up.” The 
risk He ran in bringing the Flood suggests just how important it was to do what He did. The risk 
was that great. Had He not done that, everything would have ended at that time. And the 
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answers had not yet been given. So again, the Flood has to be put in the total setting here with 
the angels watching. God ran a great risk of being misunderstood at that time. But I would 
understand it was all in His plan. 

Lou: You say that everything would have ended at that point. Do you mean by that, that the 
whole thing was so evil that it would self-destruct?  

Graham: Well those eight that got on the boat weren’t that good, you remember. Ham wasn’t 
too virtuous, and his father hadn’t taken the temperance pledge yet. Those eight weren’t saved 
because they were good. I believe they were saved because they got on the boat. {Graham 
Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #6 with Lou Venden, 
“Evaluating the Evidence” recorded February 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire 
audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/6MMCAG 

 

We need to take that larger view of those earlier books, those earlier events. The view we’re 
helped to see by reading the sixty-sixth book. The war up in heaven, the involvement of the 
whole universe. And God now patiently revealing the truth about Himself through these 
experiences of the descendants of His friend Abraham. And it is tedious at times. That’s the way 
it was. And the behavior of God’s people, utterly reprehensible much of the time. And this is 
God’s way of revealing the truth about Himself. And the very fact that it takes so long speaks 
well of our God, for look at the last words of 2 Chronicles 36:15, 16. Look at this summary now. 
All the years from the calling of Abraham, to the Exodus from Egypt, to the entrance to Canaan. 
Now down to the Babylonian captivity. Now we’re down to about 600 B.C.:  

The LORD, the God of their fathers, sent persistently to them by his messengers, because 
he had compassion on his people and on his dwelling place. But they kept mocking the 
messengers of God, despising his words, and scoffing at his prophets, till the wrath of 
the LORD rose against his people [that is, He gave them up], till there was no remedy. 

That’s when He gives us up, when there is no remedy. But that leaves us with one last question 
that’s important for this evening. God doesn’t seem to succeed very often, does He? He’s let the 
northern tribes go into captivity, and they’re gone. The southern tribes now, He’s going to give 
them up because there’s no remedy. They go into Babylonian captivity. He brings them back. A 
few come. And look at all the troubles they got into. What’s God waiting for? What’s He trying 
to say?  

Does the misbehavior of His people work against His purposes in the eyes of the whole 
onlooking family of the universe? Or to use the words of Paul, does the fact that God’s own 
people, the Israelites were unfaithful and untrustworthy, does this nullify the faithfulness and 
the trustworthiness of God? {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of 

http://pkp.cc/6MMCAG
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God in All 66 – 1 & 2 Chronicles, recorded November 1981, Riverside, California} To listen to the 
entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links: 

*Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1983: 

http://pkp.cc/21MMPOGIA66 (Part 1)  http://pkp.cc/22MMPOGIA66 (Part 2) 
 

 

Lou: “You said that the book of Revelation was especially directed to the Christians of the time 
at which it was written. Can you explain that a bit more? I have always understood, or been 
told, that it has special relevance to the present day church instead. What do you think about 
that?” 

Graham: I would like to say (as I did last week) that I believe the book of Revelation was written 
first for the Christians of that time. They were so discouraged, wondering why the Lord had not 
yet come. And all the heresy in the church, the opposition, and there was persecution. They 
needed the message of that book to look a little higher and see the larger view; to realize that 
they were caught up in a great controversy, but God has already won the war. They needed to 
know all of that.  

But then I would want to say that we need it, too. It was written just as much for us as for them. 
Because I believe we live in a day when we are faced with the very same problems. And we 
need precisely the same message of the book. Not so much to schedule the dates and events to 
come, interesting and helpful as that may be, but I believe the major message of the book of 
Revelation for God’s people today is: Look a little higher, take a larger view of things. Realize 
that God has won the war. And our assignment and privilege is to go out and tell people that 
He’s won the war—and on what basis. And act more like members of a winning team instead of 
so often on the defensive. 

Lou: You’re saying that perhaps the meaning for us now may be even better understood as we 
understand its impact then. 

Graham: With our perspective from now, it should mean even more. But I would still say that it 
was first for them. They needed it. But also for us; it’s the same message. It didn’t have one 
message for them and a schedule of events for us. I believe the consistent message of that book 
is, take the larger view of things. Set everything in the background of the Great Controversy. It 
makes everything so much more significant. I think that there’s something worth saying that is 
positive and optimistic. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About 
God, #2 with Lou Venden, “What Went Wrong in God’s Universe” recorded January 1984, Loma 
Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct 
link: http://pkp.cc/2MMCAG 

http://pkp.cc/21MMPOGIA66
http://pkp.cc/22MMPOGIA66
http://pkp.cc/2MMCAG
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Further Study with Ellen White 

In every command and in every promise of the word of God is the power, the very life of God, 
by which the command may be fulfilled and the promise realized. He who by faith receives the 
word is receiving the very life and character of God. {COL 38.1} 

God is the eternal, uncreated fountain of all good. All who look to Him and trust in Him find Him 
to be this. To those who serve Him, cleaving to Him as their heavenly Father, He gives the 
assurance that He will fulfil His promises. His joy will be in their hearts, and their joy will be full. 
—Letter 203, Sept. 14, 1903, “To Those in Positions of Responsibility in Nashville Publishing 
House.” {TDG 266.6} 

Those who surrender their lives to His guidance and to His service will never be placed in a 
position for which He has not made provision. Whatever our situation, if we are doers of His 
word, we have a Guide to direct our way; whatever our perplexity, we have a sure Counselor; 
whatever our sorrow, bereavement, or loneliness, we have a sympathizing Friend. {MH 248.2} 

The enemy can never take out of the hand of Christ the one who is simply trusting in His 
promises. If the soul is trusting and working obediently, the mind is susceptible to divine 
impressions, and the light of God shines in, enlightening the understanding. What privileges we 
have in Christ Jesus! {SD 351.4} 

If you will ask help of God you need not ask in vain. In order to encourage us to have confidence 
and trust He comes near us by His holy Word and Spirit, and seeks in a thousand ways to win 
our confidence. But in nothing does He take more delight than in receiving the weak who come 
to Him for strength. If we will find heart and voice to pray, He will be sure to find an ear to hear 
and an arm to save. {TDG 194.5} 

The religion of Jesus Christ is not merely to prepare us for the future immortal life; it is to enable 
us to live the Christ life here on earth. Jesus is not only our pattern, He is also our friend and our 
guide, and by taking hold of His strong arm and partaking of His Spirit, we may walk “even as he 
walked.” {TMK 298.6} 

In the visible creation, divine wisdom is manifested in an endless variety of processes. 
Uniformity is not the rule that is followed in the kingdom of nature. Neither is it the rule that is 
followed in the kingdom of grace. In different ways God works to attain one purpose—the 
saving of souls. By different methods the gracious Redeemer deals with different minds. The 
change of heart is as truly wrought out by one process as by another. It is the Lord working 
upon minds and molding characters. {TDG 67.2} 

Christ is ready to set us free from sin, but He does not force the will; and if by persistent 
transgression the will itself is wholly bent on evil, and we do not desire to be set free, if we will 
not accept His grace, what more can He do? We have destroyed ourselves by our determined 
rejection of His love. “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” 
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“Today if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts.” 2 Corinthians 6:2; Hebrews 3:7, 8. 
{SC 34.2} 

Repentance toward God and faith in Jesus Christ are the fruits of the renewing power of the 
grace of the Spirit. Repentance represents the process by which the soul seeks to reflect the 
image of Christ to the world. {ML 49.3} 

Christ gives them the breath of His own Spirit, the life of His own life. The Holy Spirit puts forth 
its highest energies to work in heart and mind. The grace of God enlarges and multiplies their 
faculties, and every perfection of the divine nature comes to their assistance in the work of 
saving souls. Through cooperation with Christ they are complete in Him, and in their human 
weakness they are enabled to do the deeds of Omnipotence. {ML 49.4} 

Sin not only shuts away from God, but destroys in the human soul both the desire and the 
capacity for knowing Him. {PK 233.1} 

God does not compel men to give up their unbelief. Before them are light and darkness, truth 
and error. It is for them to decide which they will accept. The human mind is endowed with 
power to discriminate between right and wrong. God designs that men shall not decide from 
impulse, but from weight of evidence, carefully comparing scripture with scripture. Had the 
Jews laid by their prejudice and compared written prophecy with the facts characterizing the life 
of Jesus, they would have perceived a beautiful harmony between the prophecies and their 
fulfillment in the life and ministry of the lowly Galilean. {DA 458.3} 

In His plan of government there is no employment of brute force to compel the conscience. The 
Jews looked for the kingdom of God to be established in the same way as the kingdoms of the 
world. To promote righteousness they resorted to external measures. They devised methods 
and plans. But Christ implants a principle. By implanting truth and righteousness, He 
counterworks error and sin. {COL 77.1} 

The Lord will not compel men to deal justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with their God; 
He sets before the human agent good and evil, and makes plain what will be the sure result of 
following one course or the other. Christ invites us, saying, “Follow Me.” But we are never 
forced to walk in His footsteps. If we do walk in His footsteps, it is the result of deliberate 
choice. As we see the life and character of Christ, strong desire is awakened to be like Him in 
character; and we follow on to know the Lord, and to know His goings forth are prepared as the 
morning. We then begin to realize that “the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day.”—R. & H., March 31, 1896. {CS 138.1} 

Today the truths of Scripture are to be brought before the great men of the world in order that 
they may choose between obedience to God’s law and allegiance to the prince of evil. God sets 
everlasting truth before them—truth that will make them wise unto salvation, but He does not 
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force them to accept it. If they turn from it, He leaves them to themselves, to be filled with the 
fruit of their own doings. {AA 241.2} 

Men have the power to quench the Spirit of God; the power of choosing is left with them. They 
are allowed freedom of action. They may be obedient through the name and grace of our 
Redeemer, or they may be disobedient, and realize the consequences. {FLB 58.3} 

The Spirit of God keeps evil under the control of conscience. When people exalt themselves 
above the influence of the Spirit, they reap a harvest of iniquity. . . . Warnings have less and less 
power over them. They gradually lose their fear of God. They sow to the flesh; they will reap 
corruption. The harvest of the seed that they themselves have sown is ripening. . . . Their heart 
of flesh becomes a heart of stone. Resistance to truth confirms them in iniquity. . . . All should 
be intelligent in regard to the agency by which the soul is destroyed. It is not because of any 
decree that God has sent out against men or women. He does not make them spiritually blind. 
God gives sufficient light and evidence to enable them to distinguish truth from error. But He 
does not force them to receive truth. He leaves them free to choose the good or to choose the 
evil. If people resist evidence that is sufficient to guide their judgment in the right direction and 
choose evil once, they will do this more readily the second time. The third time they will still 
more eagerly withdraw from God and choose to stand on the side of Satan. And in this course 
they will continue until they are confirmed in evil and believe the lie they have cherished as 
truth.—Manuscript 126, 1901 (Sermons and Talks, vol. 2, pp. 183, 184). {CTr 103.4} 

We are witnesses for God as we reveal in ourselves the working of a power that is divine. Every 
individual has a life distinct from all others, and an experience differing essentially from theirs. 
God desires that our praise shall ascend to Him, marked by our own individuality. These 
precious acknowledgments to the praise of the glory of His grace, when supported by a Christ-
like life, have an irresistible power that works for the salvation of souls. {DA 347.3} 

As God called Daniel to witness for Him in Babylon, so He calls us to be His witnesses in the 
world today. In the smallest as well as the largest affairs of life He desires us to reveal to men 
the principles of His kingdom. {COL 357.1} 

It is the love of God continually transferred to man that enables him to impart light. Into the 
hearts of all who are united to God by faith the golden oil of love flows freely, to shine out again 
in good works, in real, heartfelt service for God. {COL 418.5} 

 


