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| Sabbath School Study Notes

Fourth Quarter 2026: The Gift of Prophecy
Lesson 12 “End-time Prophetic Revelations”

Read for this week’s study
Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:1-21; Ephesians 4:11-14; Revelation 12:17; Revelation 19:10; Acts 2:36-42.

Memory Text

“‘And it sh

all come to pass afterward that | will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and

your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see

visions. And also on My menservants and on My maidservants | will pour out My Spirit in those
days’ ” (Joel 2:28, 29 NKJV).
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Introduction

The Promise of Joel
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The End-time Remnant
Modern Manifestations
Further Study

and Notes for Consideration
Daniel Duda

“Last week we learned that God spoke through prophets to His people at crucial
moments. This week, we will examine the prophetic gift at the end of time—its
special function and perpetuity—as well as the role of Ellen G. White’s prophetic
ministry as the second coming of Jesus draws closer.” (Sabbath afternoon)

Why is the prophecy of Joel 2:28-32 so significant? (Sunday’s lesson) What does God
promise to do in the last days? In the OT times, three “offices/positions” were
anointed (=symbol of special access to God and his Spirit): king, priest, prophet.
What will happen when the Spirit is fully at work and unquenched (John 7:39)?

After the death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus, the heaven’s floodgates were
to open, and the Spirit would flow inexhaustibly. When that occurred, the Spirit
would be available to all people—not to just a few privileged leaders, not even to
a privileged race, not to men only, but to all. As a result, a new community was
created by the Holy Spirit—a community where differences of race would become
irrelevant since the Spirit was being poured out on all people, not the chosen Jews
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only. In this community, the differences of gender would become irrelevant since
both men and women now had access to one of the highest forms of ministry (that
of prophecy). Also, the differences of rank would become irrelevant since both
young men and elderly patriarchs could receive revelation. And finally, the
differences of class would become irrelevant since servants (both male and female
servants) were receiving the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit had finally given rise to

a community of oneness as there never had been before. As a sign of the new reality
of the presence of the Spirit, gender inequality is over; the patriarchal era is over;
and social inequality is over.

4, What is the significance of the Pentecost event? (Monday’s lesson) Jesus referred to
the coming of the Spirit as the “baptism with the Holy Spirit,” thus using the same
descriptive term that had been coined by John the Baptist (Mark 1:8), who had
adapted the imagery from Joel’s prediction of the Spirit’s outpouring (Joel 2:28-29).
Jesus declared to the disciples that the baptism of the Holy Spirit would be a specific
event in time. He also gave them an indication of the place where it would happen:
in Jerusalem—the same place where the great redemptive events of his crucifixion
and resurrection had already taken place.

5. Further, Jesus gave them an indication of the time when it would happen: in a few
days, during which the disciples were to wait without leaving Jerusalem. Finally,
Jesus promised that they would all receive the Holy Spirit. It would not be a selective
experience that would affect some and leave others out. In this connection, it must
be noted that the expression “baptism of the Holy Spirit” (or its equivalents
“baptism by,” “baptism in,” or “baptism with the Holy Spirit”) is always used in
Scripture to designate the one corporate event of the Day of Pentecost. It is never
applied in the Bible to individual, subjective experiences with the Holy Spirit.

6. Obviously, this momentous event required explanation. It was Peter who spoke on
behalf of the new community (Acts 2:14-40). His analysis of what had just happened
was clear and bold. He solemnly declared, “This is what was spoken by the prophet
Joel.” And to show the finality of this new form of community, Peter also quoted
Joel’s perspective on the closing day of history, the Day of the Lord (vv. 19-21).
Pentecost marked the beginning of the last phase of history, the age of the church,
the “last days”. What began at Pentecost would endure until the end when the
current universe would disintegrate and the ultimate, completed Day of the Lord
would finally usher salvation into God’s eternity.

7. What is the purpose of the gifts of the Spirit (Ephesians 4:11-14; Tuesday’s lesson)?
Why would God add more diversity to an already so diverse humanity? How is the
end-time remnant identified in Revelation (12:17; 19:10, 22:9; Wednesday lesson)?

8. What is the end-time outpouring of the Holy Spirit all about (Thursday’s lesson)?
How does the Palestinian agricultural metaphor of the early and latter rain help (and
obscure) what is going on? “As the ‘former rain’ was given ‘to cause the upspringing
of the precious seed’, so the ‘latter rain’ will be given at its close for the ripening of
the harvest.” (GC 611). “In other words, modern manifestations of the prophetic
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gift—the latter rain—will look a lot like previous manifestations of the former rain at
Pentecost.” (Thursday’s lesson)

9. If, according to Ephesians 4:11-15, it is all about mission (Friday’s lesson), what is it
that can we expect and need to participate in during the closing scenes of earth’s
history? Why is ministry in the New Testament based on spiritual gifts and why are
they all needed?

10. God’s end-time people need more than information, they need interpretation. They
need to know how to read history, power, worship, suffering, compromise, and
mission in light of the Christ event. This is why Revelation is addressed not only to
John, but to the seven [=all] churches. The prophetic voice becomes a prophetic
community. God reveals enough so His people can understand the nature of the
conflict and the character of His kingdom.

11. But now His revelation is climactic because it is centered on Jesus Christ. In
Revelation, God calls John — and through him a prophetic community — not merely
to predict the end, but to unveil Jesus’ character, interpret the final conflict, and
form a community of people who live now as transparent witnesses to the character
of God’s coming kingdom.

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

About a century and a half ago there arose, in various parts of the world, the growing
conviction that the coming of Christ was very near. You know the history about how Bible
students in many different churches began to see in certain remarkable events the fulfillment
of some of the signs that Jesus had given to His disciples in Matthew 24, next on our sheet.
Matthew 24:29: “The sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall
from the sky....” (NIV)

They saw in the darkening of the sun on May 19, 1780, and in the remarkable falling of the stars
on November 13, 1833, combined with their study of certain other lines of prophecy in Daniel
and Revelation, lines that pointed to the dates 1798 and 1844 as being the dates of certain
important events. They saw in all these things an accumulation of evidence, signs, and
indications that the long-looked-for advent was very near. We do know that it is a historical fact
that the great second-advent movement began at that time. Though some are now puzzled
about the signs and the dates, it is an incontrovertible fact of history that that was when the
great second-advent movement did begin. The time when it began is the time when all those
remarkable signs and prophetic periods seemed to come together. It is not just one date, one
event, one piece of evidence. It’s all that evidence combined. That’s the way God has always
sought to convince us throughout the history of the conflict. Not to have a little here and a little
there, but an accumulation of evidence.
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Some of those eager “adventists” were led by their study of the times and the evidences to
begin giving special attention to the messages of the three angels in Revelation 14. They came
to the conclusion that the time had arrived for these three messages of warning and invitation
to be given to the whole world. A very bold venture they undertook, and the excitement and
the disappointment of those days is all part of religious history. There are still thousands, even
millions of Christians the world around who agree that those early adventists had indeed seen
God’s signal that the second coming was near. They didn’t read it correctly at first. It was not a
signal to pack for the trip up to heaven. It was rather a call from God to prepare the whole
world for His coming. That’s why we are still here, because we haven’t done it yet. {Graham
Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #19, “How Soon Will the
Conflict be Over?” recorded June 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of
the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/19MMCAG

Naturally, those who remain loyal to God are the special target of Satan’s final effort to deceive.
Revelation 12, the chapter that first mentions the war in heaven, describes these people—the
loyal ones, as being the special objects of Satan’s wrath. He goes to make war on these that are
called the Remnant, the ones left over, the few. Notice Revelation 12:17, These people who are
the object of his special wrath are: “All those who obey God’s commandments and are faithful
to the truth revealed by Jesus” (GNT). They do not accept Satan’s lies.

If we count ourselves among God’s loyal people, knowing that we will be the special object of
his effort to deceive, we would do well to notice Satan’s successes through the centuries in
deceiving—especially saints. He doesn’t tempt saints into the more usual gross indulgences, the
things that saints would never think of doing. Rather we need to notice the insidious methods
he has used to turn even saints and angels against our heavenly Father, even while they
professed to be God’s chosen people. You recall his success among the brilliant angels in
heaven. How could he possibly deceive them right in the very presence of the Father? {Graham
Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #17, “Satan’s Final Effort to
Deceive” recorded May 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above
reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/17MMCAG

When God gives Satan a free hand to do with the people on this planet as he wishes, that is
when all hell breaks loose. And there will be a few who will not be deceived. But according to
Revelation 13 how many will worship the adversary? The whole world, it says, and then it says
except the few otherwise known as “the remnant”. One of the most important things | would
think, to the audience there, would be the description of the loyal ones who would enjoy the
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benefits of the last two chapters when everything is recreated. Wouldn’t those key texts we
have learned over the years ring in their ears too?

The remnant are those who keep the commandments of God and bear witness to Jesus or
accept His testimony as true. They would remember that. Then they would remember
Revelation 14:12, “The saints are those who keep the commandments of God.” That’s always
mentioned and they would know that meant to love God and to love their neighbors as
themselves. And it says, “and they have faith in Jesus”; they are loyal to Him, or they have faith
in God such as Jesus did. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in
all 66 — Revelation, recorded August 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of
the above reference, click on the following direct links:

http://pkp.cc/79MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/80MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Lou: And we could be among those if we understand the truth. Here in Revelation 12:17 it
speaks of those who “have the testimony of Jesus.” The phrase is a bit different in this
translation. | remember that phrase from years back. What is this “testimony of Jesus” that the
saints will have?

Graham: It can be translated, “They bear witness to Him,” in some versions. But take it either
way. These are people who hold fast to Jesus’s testimony about His Father as true. In other
words, they believe what Jesus said about His Father as true. They accept His testimony. Or, if
they bear witness to Jesus, that means they do bear witness. They believe in Him, and it’s their
privilege and pleasure to go and bear witness to Him, the One who brought the truth. So, either
way, not to get into the technicalities of the Greek. It’s fifty-fifty either way. Whichever way you
take it, it makes sense. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About
God, #17 with Lou Venden, “Satan’s Final Effort to Deceive” recorded May 1984, Loma Linda,

California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link:
http://pkp.cc/17MMCAG

Could | ask you, do you, do we, really accept Jesus’ picture of the Father? Do we really accept
the testimony of Jesus about His Father? Let’s be really specific. Take John 16:26, a statement
about His Father that Jesus said has no symbols in it. It is not figures of speech. It is not
parables. He said, “The time has come for me to tell you plainly and clearly about My Father.”
You know the words that followed. We’ve had them on our sheets at least twice. “There is no
need for Me to pray the Father for you. For the Father Himself loves you.” Do you accept that?
Do you so accept it that it’s an integral part of your whole theology and understanding of the
plan of salvation? Or are you still unable to accept what Jesus described as a plain clear
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statement of the truth about His Father? There is no need for the Son to plead with the Father
in our behalf, because the Father loves us just as much as the Son.

Let’s recall other things that He said. The Spirit brings these back to our remembrance. John 12,
John 14: “If you see Me, you’ve seen the Father.” “If you know Me, you know the Father.” All
right. Do we believe that the Father is just as gracious as the Son? Is that an integral part of our
Christian theology? Did anyone need to reconcile Christ Jesus to us as sinners? Did anything
need to be done to assuage and appease the wrath of gentle Jesus and win Him to our side?
Then, if we believe His testimony about the Father, nothing had to be done to reconcile the
Father to us either. He loves us just as much as the Son. Are we so settled into this truth about
our God that we cannot be moved? {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series,
Conversations About God, #18, “God Waits for His Children to Grow Up” recorded June 1984,
Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the
following direct link: http://pkp.cc/18MMCAG

Further Study with Ellen White

In the great closing work we shall meet with perplexities that we know not how to deal with;
but let us not forget that the three great powers of heaven are working, that a divine hand is on
the wheel, and that God will bring His promises to pass. He will gather from the world a people
who will serve Him in righteousness. {8T 254.1}

In the annals of human history, the growth of nations, the rise and fall of empires, appear as if
dependent on the will and prowess of man; the shaping of events seems, to a great degree, to
be determined by his power, ambition, or caprice. But in the Word of God the curtain is drawn
aside, and we behold, above, behind, and through all the play and counterplay of human
interest and power and passions, the agencies of the All-merciful One, silently, patiently
working out the counsels of His own will.—PK 499, 500 (c. 1914). {LDE 29.5}

Not one cloud has fallen upon the church that God has not prepared for; not one opposing
force has risen to counterwork the work of God but He has foreseen. All has taken place as He
has predicted through His prophets. He has not left His church in darkness, forsaken, but has
traced in prophetic declarations what would occur, and through His providence, acting in its
appointed place in the world’s history, He has brought about that which His Holy Spirit inspired
the prophets to foretell. All His purposes will be fulfilled and established. His law is linked with
His throne, and satanic agencies combined with human agencies cannot destroy it. Truth is
inspired and guarded by God; it will live, and will succeed, although it may appear at times to be
overshadowed. The gospel of Christ is the law exemplified in character. The deceptions
practiced against it, every device for vindicating falsehood, every error forged by satanic
agencies, will eventually be eternally broken, and the triumph of truth will be like the appearing
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of the sun at noonday. The Sun of Righteousness shall shine forth with healing in His wings, and
the whole earth shall be filled with His glory. {25M 108.2}

The Lord is more willing to give the Holy Spirit to those who serve Him than parents are to give
good gifts to their children.—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 50. {ChS 251.2}

God does not ask us to do in our own strength the work before us. He has provided divine
assistance for all the emergencies to which our human resources are unequal. He gives the Holy
Spirit to help in every strait, to strengthen our hope and assurance, to illuminate our minds and
purify our hearts. . .. There is no limit to the usefulness of the one who, putting self aside,
makes room for the working of the Holy Spirit upon his heart and lives a life wholly consecrated
to God. ... Christ declared that the divine influence of the Spirit was to be with His followers
unto the end. {ML 37.4}

The gospel invitation is not to be narrowed down, and presented only to a select few, who, we
suppose, will do us honor if they accept it. The message is to be given to all. Wherever hearts
are open to receive the truth, Christ is ready to instruct them. He reveals to them the Father,
and the worship acceptable to Him who reads the heart. For such He uses no parables. To
them, as to the woman at the well, He says, “I that speak unto thee am He.” {DA 194.2}

The promise of the Holy Spirit is not limited to any age or to any race. Christ declared that the
divine influence of His Spirit was to be with His followers unto the end. From the Day of
Pentecost to the present time, the Comforter has been sent to all who have yielded themselves
fully to the Lord and to His service. To all who have accepted Christ as a personal Saviour, the
Holy Spirit has come as a counselor, sanctifier, guide, and witness. The more closely believers
have walked with God, the more clearly and powerfully have they testified of their Redeemer’s
love and of His saving grace. The men and women who through the long centuries of
persecution and trial enjoyed a large measure of the presence of the Spirit in their lives, have
stood as signs and wonders in the world. Before angels and men they have revealed the
transforming power of redeeming love. {AA 49.2}

God has different ways of working, and He has different workmen to whom He entrusts varied
gifts. One worker may be a ready speaker; another a ready writer; another may have the gift of
sincere, earnest, fervent prayer; another the gift of singing; another may have special power to
explain the word of God with clearness. And each gift is to become a power for God, because
He works with the laborer. To one God gives the word of wisdom, to another knowledge, to
another faith; but all are to work under the same Head. The diversity of gifts leads to a diversity
of operations; but “it is the same God which worketh all in all.” [1 Corinthians 12:6.] {GW 483.1}

From the endless variety of plants and flowers, we may learn an important lesson. All blossoms
are not the same in form or color. Some possess healing virtues. Some are always fragrant.
There are professing Christians who think it their duty to make every Christian like themselves.
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This is man’s plan, not the plan of God. In the church of God there is room for characters as
varied as are the flowers in a garden. In His spiritual garden there are many varieties of
flowers.—Letter 95, 1902. {Ev 99.1}

| saw a covering that God was drawing over His people to protect them in the time of trouble;
and every soul that was decided on the truth and was pure in heart was to be covered with the
covering of the Almighty. {EW 43.2}

Satan assailed Christ with his fiercest and most subtle temptations, but he was repulsed in
every conflict. Those battles were fought in our behalf; those victories make it possible for us to
conquer. Christ will give strength to all who seek it. No man without his own consent can be
overcome by Satan. The tempter has no power to control the will or to force the soul to sin. He
may distress, but he cannot contaminate. He can cause agony, but not defilement. The fact that
Christ has conquered should inspire His followers with courage to fight manfully the battle
against sin and Satan. {GC 510.3}

We shall meet with opposition of every description, as did the builders of the walls of
Jerusalem; but if we watch and pray, and work as they did, God will fight our battles for us, and
give us precious victories (RH July 6, 1886). {3BC 1138.2}

The Holy Spirit imparts love, joy, peace, strength, and consolation; it is as a well of water
springing up unto everlasting life. The blessing is free to all. {FLB 53.7}

All who consecrate soul, body, and spirit to God will be constantly receiving a new endowment
of physical and mental power. The inexhaustible supplies of heaven are at their command.
Christ gives them the breath of His own spirit, the life of His own life. The Holy Spirit puts forth
its highest energies to work in heart and mind. The grace of God enlarges and multiplies their
faculties, and every perfection of the divine nature comes to their assistance in the work of
saving souls. Through co-operation with Christ they are complete in Him, and in their human
weakness they are enabled to do the deeds of Omnipotence. {DA 827.3}

These scenes are to be repeated, and with greater power. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit on
the day of Pentecost was the former rain, but the latter rain will be more abundant. The Spirit
awaits our demand and reception. Christ is again to be revealed in His fulness by the Holy
Spirit’s power. {COL 121.1}

God does not ask us to do in our own strength the work before us. He has provided divine
assistance for all the emergencies to which our human resources are unequal. He gives the Holy
Spirit to help in every strait, to strengthen our hope and assurance, to illuminate our minds and
purify our hearts. {8T 19.1}
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