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| Sabbath School Study Notes

Fourth Quarter 2026: The Gift of Prophecy
Lesson 13 “Blessings From the Prophetic Word”

Read for this week’s study
1 Corinthians 2:2; John 1:1-5; 2 Timothy 3:16, 17; 2 Timothy 4:1-5; Isaiah 40:1-5; John 17:20-23;
1 Corinthians 1:10-13.

Memory Text

“So they rose early in the morning and went out into the Wilderness of Tekoa; and as they went
out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, ‘Hear me, O Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe

in the LORD

your God, and you shall be established; believe His prophets, and you shall

prosper’” (2 Chronicles 20:20, NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
Il.
Il.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Introduction

Prophecy Exalts Christ

Prophecy Affirms the Bible
Prophecy Is God’s Truth Detector
Prophecy Comforts God’s People
Prophecy Unites the Body in Christ
Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration

Facilitator:

1.

Daniel Duda

“God has spoken to us through His prophets, both canonical (writings in the Bible)
and non-canonical (writing not in the Bible). The evidence given us is more than
abundant. The question remaining is: Are we open to receive it?” (Sabbath
Afternoon)

What does it mean to be “open to receive the prophetic word” in 2026? What did it
mean to trust God and “keep our eyes on him” in the story of Jehoshaphat?

(2 Chronicles 20:12; cf. vss. 6-9) This story in chapter 20 is not about isolated slogans
or a formula for guaranteed success. It is a test case in dependence, discernment,
and incomplete transformation. The central actor is not the king, but God speaking
through the community (v. 14; cf. 35-37).

The lesson lists five important affirmations that most believers can agree with.
Considering what we have learned this quarter, how would you expand those
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affirmations to include participation, testing, mission and freedom within the cosmic
conflict?

4, How do you understand Paul’s statements in 1 Corinthians 2:2 and Galatians 6:14?
(Sunday’s lesson) Revelation begins not with the prophet, but with Christ: “The
Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants...” (Revelation
1:1) John is important, but he is not the center. The seven churches are important,
but they are not the center. Prophecy itself is important, but it is not the center.

5. The gift of prophecy must exalt Christ — not the prophetic instrument. Any ministry
that produces fear without Christ, certainty without humility, authority without
service, or identity without love has lost its center.

6. What does it mean that the prophecy affirms the Bible (Luke 24:27)? (Monday’s
lesson) New Testament prophecy functions within a community that already
possesses the apostolic witness to Jesus. Therefore, no prophetic claim stands above
Scripture, replaces Scripture, or removes the responsibility of the church to read
Scripture carefully and communally (1 Corinthians 14:29).

7. The prophetic word is not simply handed down to passive recipients by spiritual
gurus or specialists. The whole body gathers around the Word, under the Spirit,
listening to one another, testing insights, and seeking the mind of Christ together.
The community does not surrender its responsibility of discernment merely because
a prophetic claim has been made.

8. What important advice does Paul give Timothy concerning God’s Word (2 Timothy
4:1-5)? (Tuesday’s lesson) The description of prophecy as God’s “truth detector” is
helpful, provided we do not reduce this to identifying doctrinal error or exposing
other people’s mistakes. In the cosmic conflict, the foundational lies are about God
Himself. The gift of prophecy is not given to make the church feel superior to the
world. It is given so the church can remain truthful before Christ. Therefore, the
community must be willing to hear truth, not only about the world, but about itself.

9. What is significant about the message from Isaiah 40:1-5 (cf. Matthew 11:28.29)
(Wednesday’s lesson)? This is why prophecy can provide comfort: it interprets
present suffering in the light of God’s promised future. The prophetic ministry
comforts the church by enabling it to endure without surrendering either hope or
integrity.

10. That is why those who claim to possess the gift of ‘straight testimony’ are not
authenticated by the severity of their criticism, the harshness of their tone, or their
ability to expose the failures of others. The truly prophetic voice may confront sin,
but it does so in the spirit of the God who says, ‘Comfort, comfort my people,” and of
Christ who is ‘gentle and humble in heart.” Prophetic truth does not crush the weary;
it prepares a way through the wilderness, lifts the discouraged, restores trust in
God’s future, and calls the community back to faithful, hopeful, Christlike living.

A testimony that is merely “straight” but not redemptive, compassionate, and
Christ-centered is only blunt, but not necessarily prophetic.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

What core appeal is at the heart of these two passages of Scripture (John 17:20-23
and 1 Corinthians 1:10-13)? (Thursday’s lesson) Prophecy does unite the church. But
true prophetic unity is not produced by enforcing identical opinions through appeal
to spiritual or ecclesiastical authority. It is produced by drawing people together into
communion with Christ and therefore into honest, humble, discerning communion
with one another. A church cannot call people to the Lamb by using the methods of
the beast. We need to see the church not only as a proclaiming messenger, but as an
organic participant in divine revelation, where the vulnerable are heard, leaders are
accountable and spiritual gifts serve the body rather than elevate individuals.

In the New Testament, the Spirit is not confined to kings, priests, male leaders, or
professional religious authorities. The eschatological people of God become a Spirit-
filled discerning community (Acts 2:17; 1 Corinthians 14:29).

The gift of prophecy is not merely something the church possesses as an identifying
credential. It is part of how the Spirit forms the church into a truthful, discerning,
relational, Christ-centered community in the time between the inauguration (the
first Advent) and consummation of God’s kingdom (the second Advent).

Rather than functioning as the possession of a privileged individual(s) or as a badge
of institutional superiority, the prophetic gift serves the whole body, enabling God’s
people to hear together, test together, live faithfully together, and embody before
the world the truthful, liberating and self-giving character of the Lamb.

The remnant is not the community that has successfully moved beyond the need for
prophetic correction. It is the community that remains willing to be searched,
corrected, healed and re-formed by the testimony of Jesus. In a cosmic conflict
framework, the church’s credibility does not come from claiming perfection or
spiritual superiority. It comes from remaining open to the transforming truth of God.

A prophetic ministry calls the church to repentance before it calls the world to
judgment. The prophetic ministry is not given simply to identify the remnant,
protect doctrinal boundaries, or prepare people intellectually for coming events. It is
more than transmitting information. It is participating in God’s movement of truth,
healing, liberation, reconciliation and hope.

How do we move beyond an overly functional understanding of the church merely
as a “herald” or “messenger,” and recover the church as a community (koinonia) of
discerning believers guided by the Holy Spirit? What steps can we take so that the
community of believers is not simply a carrier of divine revelation, but an organic
participant in how God’s truth and Christ-like presence is embodied and interpreted
in the world?
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Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

But the most impressive illustration of how God seeks to convince us—not on authority and
power, but on the basis of truth—was provided by Jesus Himself on the road to Emmaus. And
that’s described in Luke 24, on the Bible Reference Sheet. | wish we could read the whole story:

But while they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went
with them. But their eyes were kept from recognizing him [they didn’t know Christ was
walking with them]. And he said to them, “What is this conversation which you are
holding?” [You see, they were having a conversation about God (as we are) on the road
to Emmaus.] And they stood still, looking sad. . . . And beginning with Moses and all the
prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself.
Later, when he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed, and broke it, and
gave it to them. And their eyes were opened and they recognized him. (RSV)

Why did He not reveal who He was at the beginning, and say, “What are your questions? You
know that | will give you authoritative answers, and | will expect you to believe them.” He did
not reveal who He was until He had led them to an intelligent confidence based on the
unquestionable evidence of scripture. Then He revealed who He was. If the Infinite One will do
that, how dare we presume to take any shortcuts? {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio
series, Conversations About God, #4, “God’s Way of Restoring Trust” recorded February 1984,
Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the
following direct link: http://pkp.cc/4AMMCAG

Further Study with Ellen White

It is God’s plan to give sufficient evidence of the divine character of His work to convince all
who honestly desire to know the truth. But He never removes all opportunity for doubt. All who
desire to question and cavil will find occasion. {1SM 72.3}

Satan has ability to suggest doubts and devise objections to the pointed testimony that God
sends, and many think it a virtue and mark of intelligence in them to be unbelieving and
guestioning, and quibbling. Those who desire to doubt will have plenty of room. God does not
propose to remove all occasion for unbelief. He gives evidence, which must be carefully
investigated with a humble mind and teachable spirit. All should decide from the weight of
evidence. {RH, September 16, 1873 par. 10}

God could have destroyed Satan and his sympathizers as easily as one can cast a pebble to the
earth; but He did not do this. Rebellion was not to be overcome by force. Compelling power is

found only under Satan’s government. The Lord’s principles are not of this order. His authority
rests upon goodness, mercy, and love; and the presentation of these principles is the means to
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be used. God’s government is moral, and truth and love are to be the prevailing power.
{DA 759.1}

It was God’s purpose to place things on an eternal basis of security, and in the councils of
heaven it was decided that time must be given for Satan to develop the principles which were
the foundation of his system of government. He had claimed that these were superior to God’s
principles. Time was given for the working of Satan’s principles, that they might be seen by the
heavenly universe. {DA 759.2}

The death of Christ upon the cross made sure the destruction of him who has the power of
death, who was the originator of sin. When Satan is destroyed, there will be none to tempt to
evil; the atonement will never need to be repeated; and there will be no danger of another
rebellion in the universe of God. That which alone can effectually restrain from sin in this world
of darkness, will prevent sin in heaven. The significance of the death of Christ will be seen by
saints and angels. . . The angels ascribe honor and glory to Christ, for even they are not secure
except by looking to the sufferings of the Son of God. It is through the efficacy of the cross that
the angels of heaven are guarded from apostasy. Without the cross they would be no more
secure against evil than were the angels before the fall of Satan. Angelic perfection failed in
heaven. {5BC 1132.8}

The plan of salvation, making manifest the justice and love of God, provides an eternal
safeguard against defection in unfallen worlds, as well as among those who shall be redeemed
by the blood of the Lamb. {5BC 1132.9}

We are not to regard God as waiting to punish the sinner for his sin. The sinner brings the
punishment upon himself. His own actions start a train of circumstances that bring the sure
result. Every act of transgression reacts upon the sinner, works in him a change of character,
and makes it more easy for him to transgress again. By choosing to sin, men separate
themselves from God, cut themselves off from the channel of blessing, and the sure result is
ruin and death. {6BC 1110.5}

All should be intelligent in regard to the agency by which the soul is destroyed. It is not because
of any decree that God has sent out against man. He does not make man spiritually blind. God
gives sufficient light and evidence to enable man to distinguish truth from error. But He does
not force man to receive truth. He leaves him free to choose the good or to choose the evil. If
man resists evidence that is sufficient to guide his judgment in the right direction, and chooses
evil once, he will do this more readily the second time. The third time he will still more eagerly
withdraw himself from God and choose to stand on the side of Satan. And in this course he will
continue until he is confirmed in evil, and believes the lie he has cherished as truth. His
resistance has produced its harvest (MS 126, 1901). {6BC 1112.5}
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Heaven, looking down and seeing the delusions into which men were led, knew that a divine
Instructor must come to the earth. Through the misrepresentations of the enemy, many were
so deceived that they worshiped a false god, clothed with the attributes of the satanic
character. Those in ignorance and moral darkness must have light, spiritual light; for the world
knew not God, and He must be revealed to their understanding. Truth looked down from
heaven and saw not the reflection of her image; for dense clouds of spiritual darkness and
gloom enveloped the world. The Lord Jesus alone was able to roll back the clouds; for He is the
light of the world. By His presence He could dissipate the gloomy shadow that Satan had cast
between man and God.—First published Nov. 17, 1891. {CT 28.1}

Christ alone was able to represent the Deity. . .. God Himself must be revealed to humanity. In
order to do this, our Saviour clothed His divinity with humanity. He employed the human
faculties, for only by adopting these could He be comprehended by humanity. Only humanity
could reach humanity. He lived out the character of God through the human body which God
had prepared for Him. {TMK 25.3}

Had Christ come in His divine form, humanity could not have endured the sight. The contrast
would have been too painful, the glory too overwhelming. Humanity could not have endured
the presence of one of the pure, bright angels from glory; therefore Christ took not on Him the
nature of angels; He came in the likeness of men. {TMK 25.4}

Christ could not have come to this earth with the glory that He had in the heavenly courts.
Sinful human beings could not have borne the sight. He veiled His divinity with the garb of
humanity, but He did not part with His divinity. A divine-human Saviour, He came to stand at
the head of the fallen race, to share in their experience from childhood to manhood (RH June
15, 1905). {5BC 1128.2}

For our sake Jesus emptied Himself of His glory; He clothed His divinity with humanity that He
might touch humanity, that His personal presence might be among us, that we might know that
He was acquainted with all our trials, and sympathized with our grief, that every son and
daughter of Adam might understand that Jesus is the friend of sinners (ST April 18, 1892).
{7BC927.1}

Since God is infinite, and in Him are all the treasures of wisdom, we may to all eternity be ever
searching, ever learning, yet never exhaust the riches of His wisdom, His goodness, or His
power. {Ed 172.2}

The Bible is its own interpreter. With beautiful simplicity one portion connects itself with the
truth of another portion, until the whole Bible is blended in one harmonious whole. Light
flashes forth from one text to illuminate some portion of the Word that has seemed more
obscure. {OHC 207.5}

4™ Quarter 2026 Lesson 13 ©Pine Knoll Publications pineknoll.org Page 6



He maintained his disguise till he had interpreted the Scriptures, and had led them to an
intelligent faith in his life, his character, his mission to earth, and his death and resurrection. He
wished the truth to take firm root in their minds, not because it was supported by his personal
testimony, but because the typical law, and the prophets of the Old Testament, agreeing with
the facts of his life and death, presented unquestionable evidence of that truth. When the
object of his labors with the two disciples was gained, he revealed himself to them that their joy
might be full, and then vanished from their sight. {6Red 32.3}

Had the Saviour first made Himself known to the disciples, they would have been satisfied. In
the fullness of their joy they would have desired nothing more. But it was necessary for them to
understand how His mission had been foretold by all the types and prophecies of the Old
Testament. Upon these their faith must be established. Christ performed no miracle to
convince them, but it was His first work to explain the Scriptures. They had looked upon His
death as the destruction of all their hopes. Now He showed from the prophets that this was the
very strongest evidence for their faith. {SJ 163.9}

The study of God’s word is continually expanding the mind and strengthening the intellect.
There is nothing that will so refine and elevate the character, and give vigor to every faculty, as
the continual exercise of the mind to grasp and comprehend weighty and important truths.
{4T 545.3}

God never leaves the world without men who can discern between good and evil,
righteousness and unrighteousness. He has men whom He has appointed to stand in the
forefront of the battle in times of emergency. {GW 263.3}

As we near the time when principalities and powers and spiritual wickedness in high places will
be brought into warfare against the truth, when the deceiving power of Satan will be so great
that if it were possible he will deceive the very elect, we must have our discernment sharpened
by divine enlightenment, that we may know the Spirit that is of God, that we may not be
ignorant of Satan’s devices. {MR311 49.1}

God calls upon His creatures to turn their attention from the confusion and perplexity around
them and admire His handiwork. As we study His works, angels from heaven will be by our side
to enlighten our minds and guard them from Satan’s deceptions. {CT 457.1}

Go to God for yourselves, pray for divine enlightenment, that you may know that you do know
what is truth, that when the wonderful miracle-working power of Satan shall be displayed, and
the enemy shall come as an angel of light, you may distinguish between the genuine work of
God and the imitative work of the powers of darkness. {RH, December 24, 1889 par. 11}

The manifestation of God’s love, His mercy and His goodness, and the work of the Holy Spirit
upon the heart to enlighten and renew it, place us, through faith, in so close connection with
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Christ that, having a clear conception of His character, we are able to discern the masterly
deceptions of Satan. {5T 744.2}

Our Saviour’s words, “Come unto Me, . . . and | will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28), are

a prescription for the healing of physical, mental, and spiritual ills. Though men have brought
suffering upon themselves by their own wrongdoing, He regards them with pity. In Him they
may find help. He will do great things for those who trust in Him. {MH 115.4}

Christ is the wellspring of life. . . When the sunlight of God’s love illuminates the darkened
chambers of the soul, restless weariness and dissatisfaction will cease, and satisfying joys will
give vigor to the mind and health and energy to the body. {MH 247.2}

As through Jesus we enter into rest, heaven begins here. We respond to His invitation, Come,
learn of Me, and in thus coming we begin the life eternal. Heaven is a ceaseless approaching to
God through Christ. The longer we are in the heaven of bliss, the more and still more of glory
will be opened to us; and the more we know of God, the more intense will be our happiness.
{FLB 367.4}

What is the “rest” promised?—It is the consciousness that God is true, that He never
disappoints the one who comes to Him. His pardon is full and free, and His acceptance means
rest to the soul, rest in His love. {OHC 97.7}

He proposes to be our friend, to walk with us through all the rough pathways of life. He says to
us, | am the Lord thy God; walk with me, and | will fill thy path with light. Jesus, the Majesty of
Heaven, proposes to elevate to companionship with Himself those who come to Him with their
burdens, their weaknesses, and their cares. . .. {OHC 97.4}

His invitation to us is a call to a pure, holy, and happy life—a life of peace and rest, of liberty
and love—and to a rich inheritance in the future, immortal life. . . . It is our privilege to have
daily a calm, close, happy walk with Jesus. {OHC 97.5}

When men are bound together, not by force or self-interest, but by love, they show the
working of an influence that is above every human influence. Where this oneness exists, it is
evidence that the image of God is being restored in humanity, that a new principle of life has
been implanted. It shows that there is power in the divine nature to withstand the supernatural
agencies of evil, and that the grace of God subdues the selfishness inherent in the natural heart.
{DA 678.1}

The unity that exists between Christ and His disciples does not destroy the personality of either.
In mind, in purpose, in character, they are one, but not in person. By partaking of the Spirit of
God, conforming to the law of God, man becomes a partaker of the divine nature. Christ brings
His disciples into a living union with Himself and with the Father. Through the working of the
Holy Spirit upon the human mind, man is made complete in Christ Jesus. Unity with Christ
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establishes a bond of unity with one another. This unity is the most convincing proof to the
world of the majesty and virtue of Christ, and of His power to take away sin. {SD 286.3}

Christ brings all true believers into complete oneness with Himself, even the oneness which
exists between Him and His Father. The true children of God are bound up with one another
and with their Saviour. They are one with Christ in God. {SD 293.5}
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